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Dear Members of the Franchise Compliance Review Committee,
Attached is a brief memo intended to address claims recently made by SDG&E to the
Committee pertaining to rooftop solar. I hope the information we provide here is useful to you.
I would be happy to answer any questions you have. Thank you,
Dave Rosenfeld

   Dave Rosenfeld
   Solar Rights Alliance | Executive Director
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October 6, 2025 
TO: City of San Diego Franchise Compliance Review Committee 
FR: Dave Rosenfeld, Solar Rights Alliance Executive Director 
RE: Correcting SDG&E's statements regarding rooftop solar 
 
Solar Rights Alliance is a nonprofit network of 150,000 California solar users and supporters 
from across the state, including San Diego. This memo is intended to address SDG&E's 
recent written response to members of FCRC with respect to rooftop solar.  
 
In a recent memo in response to questions from committee members, SDG&E disingenuously 
claims to be "a strong proponent of rooftop solar," while making a misleading assertion that 
rooftop solar owners force non-solar owners to pay higher electricity bills.1 
 
The data does not support SDG&E's claims. It is important to our members to ensure that 
policymakers have the facts about rooftop solar, so they can make good decisions that are in 
the best interests of the public.  
 
Rooftop solar saves all ratepayers money. 
 
SDG&E's claim about rooftop solar comes from a debunked paper published by a subsidiary 
of the CPUC called the Public Advocates Office (PAO).  
 
It is important to know that the PAO is not independent. They are funded by the CPUC, their 
office is at the CPUC, and they are subject to the same regulatory capture as the CPUC itself.  
 
A dozen well-regarded energy economists and experts have endorsed a study showing that 
the PAO made a number of data errors in their paper. When those errors are corrected, it 
shows that rooftop solar in fact saved all ratepayers $1.5 billion in 2024 alone.  
 
Rooftop solar is just like turning off the lights. Both benefit all ratepayers. 
 
Here's how rooftop solar actually works for the majority of households that got solar before 
April 2023: 
 

1 See SDG&E's written responses to members of FCRC, p.5 
 



●​ The solar panels make energy that powers the appliances in the home. 

●​ If the panels make more energy than the home needs, the extra flows to the neighbors.  

●​ SDG&E charges the neighbors for that excess solar energy at the same rate as 
SDG&E's electricity. SDG&E then credits the solar owner a similar amount.  

●​ Since the solar owner is the one who pays to both produce and deliver the energy, 
SDG&E doesn't make or lose any money in this transaction.2 

●​ The only result: SDG&E delivers less of its own electricity to both the solar owner and 
their neighbors. This is the same as if the solar owner and the neighbors turned off their 
lights more often.  

 
Using less energy is a good thing. 
 
The less electricity people buy from SDG&E, the less SDG&E needs to spend on poles and 
wires and other infrastructure.  
 
Poles and wires are the primary cause of high SDG&E rates. Thus, anything that reduces the 
need for SDG&E to build more poles and wires ends up benefiting all ratepayers. This 
includes rooftop solar, energy efficiency, and energy conservation. These powerful tools are 
too often overlooked and underutilized by leaders in their efforts to get energy prices under 
control.  
 
Of course, reducing pole and wire spending cuts into SDG&E's profits. They make a 
guaranteed 8-10% profit from every dollar they spend building new poles and wires. Their 
incentive is to build as much new infrastructure as possible and advocate for rules that 
discourage energy conservation and rooftop solar.  
 
We encourage local leaders to look critically at the data and see whether it supports SDG&E's 
claims. 
 
Contact info@solarrights.org with any questions or to arrange for an in-person briefing.  
 
 

2 SDG&E will likely respond by falsely claiming that the solar owner doesn't pay for the poles and wires. In fact, the 
average SDG&E solar user more than pays their share of the poles and wires. The average SDG&E solar customer has a 
monthly utility bill of $61/month. Roughly $40 of that covers poles and wires. This is even before adding in the new 
$24/month "base service charge".  
 




