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Councilmember Whitburn Votes No on Paid Parking in 
Balboa Park 

SAN DIEGO, CA – Councilmember Stephen Whitburn today voted 

NO on the City’s proposal to impose paid parking in Balboa Park, 

standing with the hundreds of residents, community institutions, 

volunteers, and students who spoke out against the plan. 

“Balboa Park is the crown jewel of our city, and it belongs to everyone,” 

Whitburn said. “I will not support making people pay to park there. 

Families, seniors, and students should be able to enjoy the park without 

worrying about the cost of parking or the risk of a ticket if they don’t get 

back to their car in time.” 

Whitburn emphasized that charging for parking would only discourage 

San Diegans from visiting the park. 
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“If we start charging for parking in Balboa Park, there is a 100 percent 

chance that fewer people will come,” Whitburn said. “Balboa Park 

should be easier to enjoy, not harder.” 

The Councilmember thanked the hundreds of residents, park institutions, 

staff, and volunteers who voiced their concerns, including students from 

San Diego High School who spoke out. 

“The people I represent made it clear they would rather see the city 

tighten its budget than put up new barriers to Balboa Park,” Whitburn 

said. “I agree with them, and that is why I voted no.” 

 


