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Councilmember Vivian Moreno 
City of San Diego 

Eighth District 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
          
DATE: October 22, 2025 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor Todd Gloria  
    
FROM:  Councilmember Vivian Moreno 
  
SUBJECT: Grove Neighborhood Park Phase I 
 
 
The Fiscal Year 2026 proposed budget included the Grove Neighborhood Park CIP# S22002 
which provides for the design of an 11.53-acre neighborhood park to be completed in two 
construction phases. Phase I of the project was set to include children’s play areas, picnic areas 
with shelters, new walkways, public art, utilities and landscaping improvements. However, in the 
city’s Fiscal Year 2026 Adopted Budget document, the Phase I scope has been revised to not 
include these amenities and instead focus on right-of-way improvements (see Attachment 1). 
 
Grove Neighborhood Park was promised to the community 40 years ago. In recent years, a 
General Development Plan was discussed and approved at several community meetings. This left 
residents with the hope of Grove Neighborhood Park coming to fruition, as they have been park 
deprived for so long. However, while families in the community had visions of a park with 
children’s play and picnic areas, the recent changes made to the scope of Phase I does not 
included these amenities and left residents with mainly right-of-way improvements instead. 
 
This change was not done in collaboration with my office, nor was it shared with community-led 
boards such as the Otay Mesa Community Recreation Group or the Otay Mesa-Nestor 
Community Planning Group. This is not acceptable. The residents of Otay Mesa-Nestor have 
waited decades for this park to be built. This is a park project, not a transportation or streets 
project. The residents of Otay Mesa-Nestor deserve to have Grove Neighborhood Park built with 
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the park amenities any other community in the city would expect to see in the construction of a 
new park.  
 
In previous budgets, various types of funding, including Development Impact Fees and Climate 
Equity Funds, were utilized to move the Grove Neighborhood Park project forward. Recently, 
Assemblymember David Alvarez successfully secured $4.3 million in funding to be included in 
the State of California’s Fiscal Year 2025-2026 budget for Phase I of Grove Neighborhood Park. 
Ensuring these funds result in a park with actual park amenities for residents to utilize is critical. 
 
I respectfully request that staff work with my office to include park amenities in Phase I, which 
was anticipated when the City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2026 budget. Thank you for your 
prompt action on this important matter. 
 
CC: Honorable Assemblymember David Alvarez 

Andy Field, Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
Rania Amen, Director, Engineering & Capital Projects 
Dotty Giffen, Chair, Otay Mesa Community Recreation Group 
Albert Velasquez, Chair, Otay Mesa-Nestor Community Planning Group 
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Attachment 1 
FY26 DRAFT BUDGET CIP DESCRIPTION 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parks & Recreation 
Grove Neighborhood Park I S22002 

Council District: 
Community Plaming; 
Project Status: 
Duration: 
Im entT 

8 
Ot3y Mesa - Nestor 
Continu·ng 
2D22 - 2m 
New 

Descriptiorn This project pro,,1ides far the design of a 11.53-a<Jre neighborhood park to be 
completed in two construction phases. This CIP vri~ c□nstruct Phase 1 of lhe project and a 
ne.v CIP ..,;g be created to complete final design and construction of Phase 2. Par,k amenities.. 
to be CORSlructecl in Phase 1, include children's I:la.y areas. picnic area \\tlh shelters. new 
walkways, public art; lJli'lities and P.andscaping improvements. Pralimin.ary Bngineering was 
completed under P18010 and the project was co,werted to a standal.one in Fiscal Year 2022. 
This project was renamed from "Southwest Neighb0<hoad Park" in Fiscal Year 2024. 
Ju~tificatiom This project prcruicies populatioo-based park acreage in accordance with lhe 
City's General Plan standards to aooommodate the park and recreational needs of the 
residenls "Mlhin the Olay Mesa Nestor community. 

Parks• Neighborhood 

Priority Score, 
Priority Category; 
Contact lrdonnatioo: 

62 
High 
Genova. Darrnn 
619-533-4601 

Operating Budget Impact: This facility ,<ill .-equi:re an on-going operational budget for 
personnel and non,personnel expenses upon project completion. 
Relationship to G,e;neral and Community Plans: This project is consistentwith lhe Otay 
lksa ~r Comrn.mity !'\Ian and is in conformance with the City's General Plan. 
Schedule: De-siy, began in Fiscal Year 2022 aoo is alllioipated to be completed in liiscal Year 
2026. Consttuction is anticf,pa.ted to b~in in Fiscal Year 2026 and be completed in Fiscal Year 
2027, contingent upon the identif1<ation at nnJing, 
Summary of Proj.ect Changes: The project description and opera ·ng budget impact have 
been updated for Fiscal Year 2026. The total project cost has decreased by $16.8 million due 
to rem<Wal of project scope, vlhicn ,,.;i1 be deYeloped into a new CIP at a r.ater date. 

Expenditure by Funding Source 
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FY26 ADOPTED BUDGET CIP DESCRIPTION 

 
 
 

 

Parks & Recreation 
Grove Neighborhood Park/ 522002 

Council Dtstrict: 
Community Planning:: 
Project Status: 
Duration: 

Improvement Type: 

8 

Otay Mes.a - Nestor 
Continuing 
2022 - 2029 

New 

Description: Construction of an 11.53 acre neighborhood park to be completed in Phases. 

Phase I is to consist of improvements to the street right-of- way including curb & gutter. 

sidewalk, drainage. lighting.. and other associated improvements.. Future phases will be 

Parks - Neighborhood 

Priority Score: 
Priority Category: 
Contact lnfor,mationi 

62 

Hi~h 
Genova~ Darren 
619-5334601 

dgenova@sandiego.gov 

Relation.ship to G-eneral and Community Plans·: This project is consistent with the Otay 

Mesa Nestor Community Plan and is in conformance with tfle Gty's General Plan. 

Schedule: Design began in Fiscal Year 2022 and is anticipated to be completed in Fiscal Year 

determined at a lacer date in a separate project. Preliminary :Engineering was completed 2025. Cons:truction is anticipated to begin in Fiscal Year 2027 and be completed in Fiscal Year 

under P18010 and the proje<:t was converted to a standalone in Fiscal Year 2022. This project 2028.. 

wa.s renamed from "Southwest Neighborflood Park" in Fiscal Year 2024. 

Justification: This project provide.s population-based park acreage in accordance with the 
City's General Plan standards to accommodate the park and rec.reacional needs of the 

residents within tfle Otay Mesa Nestor community. 

Operating Budget Impact: This facility will require an on-going operational budget 

for l)ersonnel and non-personnel expenses. Operational costs for the proje<:t will be revised 

a.s all amenities and unique site characteristics are considered. 

Summary of Project Chang·es: The project description. operating budget impact. and 

schedule have been updated for Fiscal Year 2026. The total project cost has de-creased by 
$19.1 million due to removal of project scope~ which will be developed into a new CIP at a 

later date. 

Expenditure by Funding Source 
FY l026 !Jnlcf-l'nttt1cd ProJC<I 

Fund N.1me Fund NCI Ei,:p1Et1c (CIA A.ppr, FY 202€, Antlclp,Ued IFY 2{1.27 FY 202.B FV 202:9 FY l030 FLJture FY F11mung Tot.ii 

CIP Conn1bu11oos. fr<1m Geru!ral Fund ~00265- .,, • 
Otywlde P.Jrk Dev-e.klpment lmp;,CI fff ~ODBS-3 -BDD,DDD 
Cltywldl! 12.Jrk Dlf.PM1t Dd. COC ~OOHI .,...,. 2,081.312 

Otywlde 12.Jrk Dlf•PM1t DH. Urtmcl ~DDH2 56!1,99'} 

Cllm~I! Equhy Fund 100015 1,1.&D,455 

D!!IK Funded Gcner;,I ft.rld CIP Prnje.:15 ~ooea.1 723,09'} 

Ot.,... Me:s;JfNtstor Urll comm ~00125 34,155 60,BOS 
Tot;al ' 1,S44,.I06 ' -',.23.5,214 
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' l.,030,716 • • ' ' • 
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' ' • 7~810,737 

Gty of San Ci~o 
fiscal Year 2026 Adopted Budget 


