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Councilmember Vivian Moreno 
City of San Diego 

Eighth District 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
          
DATE: October 22, 2025 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor Todd Gloria  
    
FROM:  Councilmember Vivian Moreno  
  
SUBJECT: Grove Neighborhood Park Phase I 
 
 
The Fiscal Year 2026 proposed budget included the Grove Neighborhood Park CIP# S22002 
which provides for the design of an 11.53-acre neighborhood park to be completed in two 
construction phases. Phase I of the project was set to include children’s play areas, picnic areas 
with shelters, new walkways, public art, utilities and landscaping improvements. However, in the 
city’s Fiscal Year 2026 Adopted Budget document, the Phase I scope has been revised to not 
include these amenities and instead focus on right-of-way improvements (see Attachment 1). 
 
Grove Neighborhood Park was promised to the community 40 years ago. In recent years, a 
General Development Plan was discussed and approved at several community meetings. This left 
residents with the hope of Grove Neighborhood Park coming to fruition, as they have been park 
deprived for so long. However, while families in the community had visions of a park with 
children’s play and picnic areas, the recent changes made to the scope of Phase I does not 
included these amenities and left residents with mainly right-of-way improvements instead. 
 
This change was not done in collaboration with my office, nor was it shared with community-led 
boards such as the Otay Mesa Community Recreation Group or the Otay Mesa-Nestor 
Community Planning Group. This is not acceptable. The residents of Otay Mesa-Nestor have 
waited decades for this park to be built. This is a park project, not a transportation or streets 
project. The residents of Otay Mesa-Nestor deserve to have Grove Neighborhood Park built with 
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the park amenities any other community in the city would expect to see in the construction of a 
new park.  
 
In previous budgets, various types of funding, including Development Impact Fees and Climate 
Equity Funds, were utilized to move the Grove Neighborhood Park project forward. Recently, 
Assemblymember David Alvarez successfully secured $4.3 million in funding to be included in 
the State of California’s Fiscal Year 2025-2026 budget for Phase I of Grove Neighborhood Park. 
Ensuring these funds result in a park with actual park amenities for residents to utilize is critical. 
 
I respectfully request that staff work with my office to include park amenities in Phase I, which 
was anticipated when the City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2026 budget. Thank you for your 
prompt action on this important matter. 
 
CC: Honorable Assemblymember David Alvarez 

Andy Field, Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
Rania Amen, Director, Engineering & Capital Projects 
Dotty Giffen, Chair, Otay Mesa Community Recreation Group 
Albert Velasquez, Chair, Otay Mesa-Nestor Community Planning Group 
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Attachment 1 
FY26 DRAFT BUDGET CIP DESCRIPTION 
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FY26 ADOPTED BUDGET CIP DESCRIPTION 

 
 
 

 


