
Nelson Larson House, HRB 1363
4350 Hermosa Way, Mission Hills
Designated 6/25/2020

HRB Criterion C
Good example of the Colonial Revival style
Period of Significance: 1911

Better Homes Movement, San Diego

7320 Fay. Ave. La Jolla & 
The Colonial Revival Style

Long history in America
Represents Patriotism & 
American Democratic Experiment
Associated with several historical styles
Dating to 1880s

Diane Kane, Ph.D., AICP
Architectural Historian

Historical Resources Board Meeting
January 22, 2026
Agenda Item #3



Gabriel & Marie Berg House, HRB 1407
4825 Adams Ave.
Kensington-Talmadge
Designated 2/25/2021

HRB Criterion C
Good example of Minimal Traditional/ 
Colonial Revival Style
Period of Significance: 1942

Walter and Margaret Trepte House #2, HRB 1473
1120 Hunter St., Mission Hills
Designated 10/27/2022

HRB Criterion C
Craftsman style with Colonial Revival influences 
Period of Significance: 1922-23



3547 Indiana Street, North Park

3549 Indiana St.

Jessie Brown Spec House #1 
and Jessie Brown Spec House #2
3547-3549 Indiana St., North Park

Designated 6/26/2014; HRB Criterion C

American Colonial Revival style 

“as applied to modest one-story residences 
in the Greater North Park Community of San 
Diego”

Period of Significance: 1923

Staff Recommendation: Do not designate



Better Homes in America, 1922
Commerce Sec. Herbert Hoover
Pres. Warren Harding
National Better Homes
 Advisory Council

Own Your Own Home 
Campaign, 2019

Home Building and 
Industrial Exposition
San Diego, July 16-31, 1921
Balboa Park 

1918 Federal Government
 promotes homebuilding 
to address slumped economy 
& housing shortage

Engages homebuilders, 
material suppliers & 
Building trades





Colonial Revival becomes strongly 
associated with national movement

Left: Architects’ Small 
House Service Bureau 
monthly periodical. 
The Small Home, 1929

Right: AIA memo
Examples of 
Bureau influence

The Small House Movement of the 1920s: Preserving Small 
“Better” Houses, Valerie Smith, MA Thesis, May 2022



Highlights homeownership
• Patriotic
• Affordable & Convenient
• Effective Design
• Inexpensive materials
• Small lot size

Recommendation:  Designate 7320 Fay Ave. under HRB Criterion C 
as a good example of the Colonial Revival Style associated with the 
Small House Movement  in America and San Diego that is
representative of a dwindling supply of  affordable housing stock 
characteristic of  1920s La Jolla.



Small Houses
Ernest B. Flagg, 1922

• 526 blueprints, 
photographs, and other 
illustrations, 

• modular designs, 
• the use of ridge-

dormers costs saving 
space & materials 

Authentic Small 
Houses
Of the Twenties
Architects' Small 
House 
Service Bureau, 1919
Robert T. Jones

• 254 homes 
• 800 Drawings & Photos
• Floor Plans 
• Construction & Materials



Home Builder's 
Catalog, 1928
• Plans for a hooded 

bungalow 

Smaller 
Houses 
Of the 1920s
Ethyl B. Power
55 Floor Plans
155 Illustrations
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