
City of San Diego
June 2, 2026 Municipal Primary Election
Candidate Orientation

Office of the City Clerk



Welcome



Office of the City Clerk

This Candidate Information Manual is intended to 
help you navigate running for office and direct you 
to key regulations regarding the election and 
nomination process for the offices of City Council in 
the City of San Diego.

 Manual also available online at 
www.sandiego.gov/2026elections 

Candidate Manual

http://www.sandiego.gov/2026elections


• Statement of Affidavit of Nominee

• Nomination Petition

• Nomination Fee

• FPPC Candidate Form 700 

• Designation of Title Worksheet
• Supporting Documents

• Statement of Qualifications Form
• Supporting documents
…

Nomination Papers

Office of the City Clerk

Overview



• Candidate Photo (Black and White)

• Declaration of Candidacy

• Code of Fair Campaign Practices

• Request to Count Signatures in Lieu of 
Nominating Fee

• Opt-Out/Request Confidential Status

Nomination Papers
Optional forms in italics

Office of the City Clerk

Overview (Cont.)



Important Dates
February 12 - First day to file nomination papers 

March 5 at 5 p.m. - Last day to file nomination papers

March 10 - Deadline for candidate withdrawal

March 19 – Random draw for candidate ballot order

June 2 – Primary Election

July 2 – last day for Registrar of Voters to complete final election results

Office of the City Clerk



Office of the City Clerk

 Clerk prepares 20 sheets of your petition for you
o Name on your Affidavit must match  name 

on the petition

 Upon request, additional copies can be made for 
$0.25 per page

 You may make your own double-sided copies

Nomination Petition



 Information must be legible and in signer’s own handwriting
 Address must include city and ZIP Code

o Cannot be P.O. box or mail-box rental

 Ditto marks are not acceptable as an address

 Signer must use own name and sign petition only one time

 No voter may sign more than one petition for the same office

Nomination Petition

Office of the City Clerk



 Circulator (Signature Gatherer) Qualifications:
o Person circulating petitions must be U.S. citizen and at least 18 years of age
o Circulators shall sign Affidavit of the Circulator under penalty of perjury

o Only one (1) circulator may gather signatures on any specific petition page
o Circulator does not have to be registered to vote in San Diego

Nomination Petition

Office of the City Clerk



Office of the City Clerk

 Non-refundable (if withdrawal) nominating fee of $574 is required with your 
nomination papers (no debit/credit cards)

 Checks are made payable to the City Treasurer
  (no debit/credit cards)

 Only election-related expense that may come from candidate’s own pocket
o All other expenses must be paid for through the campaign bank account

 “Signatures in lieu” may completely or partially offset nominating fee

Nominating Fee



Office of the City Clerk

 As of January 1, 2026, all candidates for elective 
office will file their Form 700 with the Fair Political 
Practices Commission (FPPC)

 You must e-file the Form 700 on the same day 
you are submitting your nomination papers

 After you pick up your nomination documents, 
you will be added to the FPPC filing system for 
your form 700

Tip: You may prepare this form in advance

Tip: Don’t know what is reportable? Contact the 
Ethics Commission ethicscommission@sandiego.gov

Statement of Economic Interests (Form 700)



Office of the City Clerk

 Optional, designation printed under your name on the 
ballot

 Use up to four (4) words to describe your principal 

profession, occupation or vocation.

 The City Clerk may ask for supporting documents

 Should be general in nature 
      (not specific to business/employer)

 Other rules apply: See SDMC §27.0605(d)(2), SDMC 

§27.0603 - §27.0610 and CCAG §203

Designation of Title Worksheet



Office of the City Clerk

Candidate Statement of Qualifications 

• Optional to have a statement printed in the voter 
information pamphlet

 You must electronically submit your statement via 
Seamless prior to submitting your nomination papers
 Seamless link is provided in the candidate manual 

 No more than 200 words
 Statement is about you and your qualifications

 Can only be withdrawn, and not changed or replaced



Office of the City Clerk

 Optional, printed in the voter information pamphlet

 Black and White Photo
o Submit electronically via Seamless 
o Must be at least 300 dpi and 1.5 inches x 2 inches

 Refer to past sample ballots on City Clerk’s website -
https://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/elections

Candidate Photograph

https://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/elections
https://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/elections
https://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/elections


Office of the City Clerk

Declaration of Candidacy

 Form where you print your name for use on the ballot
 
 Print ballot designation (Designation of Title) 

 Submitted at the same time you file nomination papers



Office of the City Clerk

Code of Fair Campaign Practices
(optional)



Office of the City Clerk

 Required signatures for nomination
 120 valid signatures from registered voters of 

the council district you are seeking office 

 For every 3 valid signatures in excess of the 
required amount, $1 will be refunded to that 
candidate

 The nominating fee of $574 must be paid at the 
time of filing and a refund (if any) will be 
disbursed after the petition verification is 
complete

Nominating Petition and 
Signatures in Lieu of Filing Fee



Office of the City Clerk

Opt-out Confidential Status
(optional)

 Assembly Bill (AB) 1392 added Elections Code section 2166.9 
which makes the residence address, phone number, and email 
listed on the affidavit of voter registration for an elected official 
or candidate confidential. 

 A candidate who does not wish to have “confidential voter 
status” may opt out when filing the declaration of candidacy by 
filing the opt out form. 



Office of the City Clerk

 Form 700 using the FPPC electronic filing system
 Electronically file via Seamless before coming into submit:

o Designation of Title Worksheet (Principal Profession, Vocation, or Occupation)
o Statement of Qualifications (200-words)
o Authorization Letters/Publication (if applicable)
o Candidate Photograph (Black and White Photo)
o Declaration of Candidacy (partially)
o Code of Fair Campaign Practices
o Signature in Lieu of Nominating Fee
o Opt-out of Confidentiality - Candidate

 Electronically file before coming into the City Clerk’s Office at 

https://sandiego.seamlessdocs.com/f/candidate2026 

Nomination Papers – Electronic Submission
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 No earlier than Thursday, February 12, 2026

 No later than 5pm Thursday, March 5, 2026

 Schedule your appointment at: 
sandiego.gov/2026appointments

 Completed nomination papers must be 
filed, in person, at the same time with the 
City Clerk no later than 5 p.m. on the last 
day of the filing period (March 5, 2026).

Filing Deadline



Office of the City Clerk

 Campaign Contribution Limits
 2026 Campaign Filing Schedule
 Political Sign Regulations

Other Documents and Resources

Linked in the Manual
• 2026 Candidate Manual and 2026 Committee Manual
  San Diego Ethics Commission:
https://www.sandiego.gov/ethics/documents/candidate

• Campaign Disclosure Manual 2
   Fair Political Practices Commission:
www.fppc.ca.gov/learn

• Form 700 Reference Pamphlet 2025-2026
   Fair Political Practices Commission:
www.fppc.ca.gov/Form700

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/Form700.html
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District Map



Office of the City Clerk

 Print your name and the Council district you are 
seeking in spaces provided

 Initial lines in “verified” column when you receive 20 
nomination petitions

 Read the instructions about the deadline carefully

 Sign and date

 Enter contact information and FPPC user email in the 
box at the bottom

 Leave this form with the Clerk today

Candidate Materials Acknowledgment



Office of the City Clerk Contacts

Cristina Hernandez
Deputy Director

Mark Moreno
Elections Analyst

Diana Fuentes
City Clerk

Email: CityClerk@sandiego.gov  Telephone: 619-533-4000
Website: sandiego.gov/cityclerk

mailto:CityClerk@SanDiego.gov
http://sandiego.gov/cityclerk%E2%80%8B

	City of San Diego�June 2, 2026 Municipal Primary Election�Candidate Orientation
	Welcome
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24

