
OTAY MESA-NESTOR COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP 

MEETING MINUTES 

St. Charles Catholic School 

January 14th, 2026

Members Present: Members Absent: 

District 1 Edgar Garfias District 12 Carlos Sanchez 

District 2 Mary Lou Tarobal District 14 Augie Hernandez 

District 4 Omar Araiza  

District 5 Marco Espinosa  Vacant District Seats: 

District 6 Alexis Gonzalez  District 3 

District 8 Steve Egger District 7 

District 9 Albert Estrada  

District 10 Bob Mikloski  

District 11 Albert Velasquez  

District 13 Brian McGonagill   

District 15 Gary McGrath  

District 16 Bobby Hicks  

 

1. Call to Order/Introduction of Members: Albert Velasquez, Chair of the Otay Mesa 

Nestor Community Planning Group (OMNCPG), called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 

He welcomed all Board members and members of the community to the meeting. 

   

2. Approval of the Minutes: The draft minutes of the November 12th, OMNCPG meeting 

were approved unanimously.  

 

3. Non-Agenda Public Comments: (2-minute limit per speaker). 

a. Albert Estrada  

i. Oct 16th 50th anniversary of the library, Ms. Coco planning what to do. 

Asking what can the planning group do to help. 

ii. Coronado Avenue side of the building of the Police Station to do 

landscaping. 

iii. State Senator Steve Padilla Open House and food drive. Spoke with the 

Senator about HOA and Transnational Water legislation. 

b. Omar Araiza spoke about the Community Gardens Projects led by youth and 

students. Focus on land protection, beautification, unifying the community, and 

the advancing nutrition. 

c. Alexis Gonzalez spoke to Park and Recs to start a pilot project to plant California 

native plants on the Beyer Blvd hill at Montgomery Waller Park. 

d. Marco Espinosa will be resigning from the board due to no longer living in the 

area. 

e. Brian McGonagill spoke about their concern about the City not addressing the 

issues that are brought up. 

f. Bob Mikloski spoke about concerns with road issues being addressed in a timely 

manner. 

g. Resident on Elm Avenue spoke about issues in the community including: 

i. Were told about improvements on Saturn and Palm for addressing traffic 

and flooding. 

ii. Redlight runners in that intersection. 

iii. Back entry to shopping center on Main Street. 



iv. North Island traffic has been impacting the streets. 

v. Left Turn Yield sign is not being followed. 

vi. 1934 Elm Ave has been left vacant for several years impacted by 

overgrown vegetation and wild animals. Concerns with fires. 

h. Residents spoke about issues with Granger Street needing to be resurfaced and 

repaved. There are concerns about accessibility for elderly individuals and 

children. Additional concerns with dust and increase in graffiti in the area. 

i. Get It Done requests will have some potholes addressed, but the repaving 

and patching don’t last long with the potholes re-emerging and not being 

fixed correctly. 

i. Resident asked who can be contacted to address the issues with streets. Streets are 

being repaved without needing them. Additional concerns with the quality of 

work being done. 

 

4. San Diego Police Department Report: SDPD Officer Ascencio Agustin, 

aascencio@pd.sandiego.gov 

a. No report. 

 

5. City of San Diego, Council District 8 Report: Victor Caymaris, Council 

Representative, 619-236-6688, VCaymaris@sandiego.gov 

a. Road Repair Projects in Otay-Mesa Nestor scheduled to be completed by June 

30th  2026 including: 

Nestor Otay Mesa West Otay Mesa East 

Thalia Street 

Thermal Avenue 

Dairy Mart Road 

Wardlow Avenue 

Avenida Del Mexico 

Cantamar Road 

Saturn Boulevard 

Hollister Street 

16th Street 

Via Afable 

Amacayo Court 

Le May Avenue 

Chanute Street 

Verus Street 

Air Wing Road 

Dead Stick Road 

Piper Ranch Road 

Customhouse Court 

Siempre Viva Road 

Silver Shoals Point 

Ebbtide Way 

Golden Sands Place 

Belle Crest Way 

Briarpoint Place 

Lyndhurst Terrace 

 

b. Land Development Public Workshop Thursday, Jan 15th 2026 3pm-4:30pm on 

Zoom. 

c. Virtual Focus Groups for Recreation Programming in SD on Wed, Jan 21 at 

11:30am and Wed, Feb 11 at 4pm. 

d. Paid Parking in Balboa Park began on Jan 5th. Passes available at discounted rate 

for City of San Diego residents who verify their residency. One time $5 fee to 

register and one form of residence verification needed. 

e. Christmas Tree Recycling Services live through Jan 16th, 2026. 

f. Alberto Estrada asked about the developer impact fees. Where are the fees sitting? 

Can we access those funds? There are repairs needed around the community 

including the Otay Mesa Nestor Library and several streets. 
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i. Annual report from City Planning for 2025 was released. 8 distinct funds 

with various amounts of money. 

g. Omar Araiza asked about how community members or non-profits can help fund 

the programs that would be cut during budget cuts. 

 

6. City of San Diego, Office of the Mayor: Lucero Maganda, Community Representative,  

LMaganda@sandiego.gov 

a. No Report. 

 

7. San Diego Board of Supervisors, District 1: Andres Geurts-Barreto, Community 

Representative, andres.geurts@sdcounty.ca.gov  

a. Main focus on the Tijuana River Valley.  

i. AIR program is offering free air purifiers to address the fumes. Original 

units have been distributed, but additional funding has been earmarked to 

address the issues around the Tijuana River Valley. 

b. Upcoming meeting on Jan 23rd 

c. River Valley Community Garden being handled by Olivewood Gardens as the 

nonprofit intermediatory for at least one year. 

d. Also requesting funding for Medical and Cal Fresh programs due to federal cuts. 

e. Albert Estrada spoke about the importance to push for the  

f. Omar Araiza and Principal Blair spoke about the need for funding and air 

purifiers to extend to specific schools and locations that face the emergency 

situation. 

 

8. 80th Assembly District Report: Lilianna Barba, Field Representative, 619-498-8580, 

Lilianna.barba@asm.ca.gov  

a. Monday AB 35 passed the national resources committee. Allows funds for Prop 4 

to be expedited through the process and the funds could be used to address the 

Tijuana River Valley. 

b. AB 664 passed out of the Higher Education Committee. Allows 4 year degrees to 

be offered at community college. Would include degrees that aren’t offered at 

other universities in the district. 

c. Grove Neighborhood Park announcement of funding  

d. Community Coffee with David Alvarez will be held in Spring. 

e. Brian McGonagill spoke about the significance of the location of Grove 

Neighborhood Park and its history tied to Seabiscuit. 

f. Albert Estrada spoke about the slopes between us and Chula Vista. Concerns 

about encampments and trash on those slopes. 

g. Omar Araiza asked about the possibility of Southwestern college becoming a 

univeristy. 

h. Bob McGonagill asked about 4 year degrees already being approved at 

Southwestern College. 

i. Limited offerings. 
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9. 52nd Congressional District Report: Valery Gomez, District Aide, 

Valery.Gomez@mail.house.gov  

a. No Report. 

 

10. Office of Senator Steve Padilla Report: Artemis Hodoyan, District Representative, 

Artemis.Hodoyan@sen.ca.gov 

a. No Report. 

 

11. Sub-Committee Reports:   

a. Tijuana River Valley Subcommittee 

i. Meeting with Paloma Aguirre, where the air filter program would be 

expanded once funding is obtained. 

ii. The hotspot at Saturn Blvd came about by the new river course and it has 

only become worse. 

iii. There are consistent impacts on schools in the areas that keep kids inside 

on rainy day schedules when the smell is especially bad. Results of the 

Hydrogen Sulfide. 

iv. Restoring the flow of the river back to the original path would reduce the 

risk of flooding, stop ponding of water, stop the smell of sewage, do away 

with the Saturn Hotspot, reduce mosquitoes, and move the river away 

from the community. 

b. Community Planning Group Vision Subcommittee 

i. No report. 

c. Parks Subcommittee 

i. No report. 

 

12. Chair’s Report: Albert Velasquez, OMNCPG Chair 

a. Reminder to complete training. 

b. We currently have 3 open seats on the board. 

 

13. Meeting was adjournment at 8:10pm 

 

 

Guests Present at Meeting 

Raul Solis Dean Reese Emma Reese 

E Armendariz Ron Graves Melinda Odermatt 

Michael Odermatt   
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