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COUNCILMEMBER CAMPBELL’S RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ASSEMBLY BILL 2525 APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL

SAN DIEGO – This morning, the City Council approved a resolution in support of Assembly Bill 2525 (Ward) Surplus Lands: Mission Bay Park. This bill would provide legal clarity that Mission Bay Park should not be subjected to the Surplus Land Act and that Mission Bay Park remains a protected park.

Recent updates to the Surplus Land Act (SLA) require local governments to offer properties to affordable housing developers through a “first right of refusal” process whenever a property is deemed “surplus land,” including when a new or renewed long-term lease is issued.

Because several visitor commercial uses in Mission Bay Park operate on long-term ground leases with the City of San Diego, when those leases approached expiration or renegotiation in 2025, City staff brought forward a proposal asking the City Council to formally declare some leasehold parcels in Mission Bay Park as surplus land to comply with state law. This effort generated considerable community concern and identified a discrepancy between state law and the City’s permitted uses of Mission Bay Park land.

“While the Surplus Land Act plays an important role in addressing California’s housing needs, its requirements simply do not fit in places like Mission Bay Park, where housing is legally prohibited,” said Councilmember Campbell, who is bringing forward the resolution in support of this bill. “The state tidelands law, our City Charter, the Mission Bay Park Master Plan, and voter-approved measures all make it clear that Mission Bay Park must remain devoted as park space and that residential development is not allowed.”

AB2525 (Ward) would expedite the rehabilitation and modernization of facilities within Mission Bay Park by providing a narrow exemption from the Surplus Land Act for the Park. Additionally, it provides legal clarity that Mission Bay Park will continue to be managed for public recreation, environmental stewardship, and visitor uses consistent with the Mission Bay Park Master Plan, adopted in August 1994.

AB2525 (Ward) is currently in the committee hearing process in the California State Assembly. It must receive final approvals from the California State Assembly and the California State Senate and be signed into law by Governor Newsom no later than September 30, 2026.

The full text of the bill can be found HERE.

Councilmember Jennifer Campbell represents District 2 communities, which include Clairemont, Mission Beach, Mission Bay Park, Old Town, Midway, Ocean Beach, and Point Loma.
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