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The Office of Child & Youth Success (OCYS) serves as a navigation
and connection point for residents seeking supportive services and

programming for youth ages 24 and below.

V I S I O N  M I S S I O N

C R E A T O R S

All of San Diego’s children and
youth thrive, are empowered, and

feel successful. They are
supported by a coordinated

network of City and community
partners with a shared framework

to provide high-impact and
equitable programs, services,
resources, and opportunities. 

Each of our monthly newsletters are
created by OCYS interns and staff.

The Office of Child and
Youth Success is dedicated
to prioritizing San Diego’s
youngest community by

ensuring access to
resources, services, and
high-quality programs to
support positive social,
health, and educational

outcomes for all children
and youth.
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https://www.sandiego.gov/child-youth-success/about-us


The Office of Child and Youth Success
newsletters are carefully crafted by the

talented Employ & Empower Youth interns!
Subscribe and follow us on Instagram to stay

current on youth resources and more!  

Stay Connected

SUBSCRIBE
HERE!

FOLLOW US
HERE!

N E W S L E T T E R  |  C I T Y  O F  S A N  D I E G O  O F F I C I A L  W E B S I T E
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https://www.instagram.com/sdchildyouthsuccess/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/bc81f83acebb4ac4864fc6601e891300
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/bc81f83acebb4ac4864fc6601e891300
https://www.instagram.com/sdchildyouthsuccess/
https://www.instagram.com/sdchildyouthsuccess/
https://www.sandiego.gov/child-youth-success/about-us/newsletters


Information for resource
vendors and sponsors:

ocys@sandiego.gov

FREE!FREE!

presents …

bit.ly/sdyouthsummit2026
Re gister 

co-hosts

An opportunity for youth (ages 15-24) in San Diego to build
bridges with community and connect with resources while
having fun in the park  , learning and creating with peers

An opportunity for youth (ages 15-24) in San Diego to build
bridges with community and connect with resources while
having fun in the park  , learning and creating with peers

Youth Summit 2026Youth Summit 2026
June 3rd • 10:00am-3:45pm • Balboa ParkJune 3rd • 10:00am-3:45pm • Balboa Park

R e s o u r c e s  •  G u e s t  S p e a k e r s  •  W o r k s h o p s
G A M E S  •  A RT  •  c o m m u n i t y

R e s o u r c e s  •  G u e s t  S p e a k e r s  •  W o r k s h o p s
G A M E S  •  A RT  •  c o m m u n i t y

San Diego Youth, ages 15-24, are highly
encouraged to attend!

San Diego Youth, ages 15-24, are highly
encouraged to attend!
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Engaging Art Activities presente d by:

http://bit.ly/sdyouthsummit2026
https://www.sandiego.gov/child-youth-success/youth-summit
https://www.sandiego.gov/child-youth-success/youth-summit


March 14  th

YOUTHYOUTH  YOUTH COMMISSIONCOMMISSIONCOMMISSION

The Youth Commission currently has vacant
seats ready to be filled. Consider applying to
make a difference in your community! 

If you are interested in what a Youth Commission
meeting looks like, attend a meeting. Youth
Commission meetings are open to the public and
we welcome public comments. 

SAN DIEGOSAN DIEGOSAN DIEGO

Get Involved

Layla Al-Khafaji
Mayor’s Office

Layla Al-Khafaji is currently a junior at
Mission Bay High School, and she is the
Youth Commissioner for the Mayor. Layla is
very interested in protecting the
environment and increasing youth voice in
policymaking. Layla is the co-president and
co-founder of the Safe Horizons Club, which
helps support refugees in Mexico. Through
this club, she facilitates donation drives,
volunteer opportunities, and more to
support refugees. She is also the co-
president of the Model United Nations Club
at her school, and has competed at various
conferences worldwide, including winning
Best Delegate at the Oxford Model UN
Conference. Outside of academics, Layla
plays water polo for her school's varsity
team and at La Jolla United Club. 
Layla is eager to be a San Diego Youth
Commissioner, and she hopes to make a
significant difference for her community.

Aiden Hughes

District 7

Aiden Hughes is a senior at Point Loma High
School. He joined the Youth Commission in the
fall of 2025 and is pleased to serve alongside
his fellow commissioners as advisors to the
City and representatives of San Diego's youth.
His priorities include strengthening the voice
of young people in municipal policymaking and
combating teen substance abuse.
Beyond the Commission, Aiden serves as the
Operations Officer on the SDUSD's JROTC Joint
Brigade Staff, overseeing the planning and
execution of events involving 14 schools and
2000 students. He is a Taekwondo instructor
and is a member of his school's environmental,
Academic League, and philosophy clubs.
To explore different avenues of positively
impacting and supporting youth, Aiden
interned with the City of San Diego and the
Center for Teen Economic Education. For the
past three summers he has volunteered at the
Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care
System to give back to veterans and their
families. He is eager to see the activities and
membership of the Youth Commission
expanded to better serve the San Diego
community.

Youth Commissioner 
Spotlight

April, May, and June meetings to be announced
soon. Check our site for updates at
sandiego.gov/youth-commission/meetings

Scan the QR
Code or Click
here to Apply!
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https://www.sandiego.gov/youth-commission/about
https://www.sandiego.gov/youth-commission/about
https://linktr.ee/ocys
https://www.instagram.com/sdchildyouthsuccess/
https://www.sandiego.gov/youth-commission
https://www.sandiego.gov/youth-commission/meetings
https://www.sandiego.gov/youth-commission/how-to-apply
https://www.sandiego.gov/youth-commission/how-to-apply
https://www.sandiego.gov/youth-commission/how-to-apply
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As spring arrives, so does one of the most important seasons for high
school students—planning for what comes next. For juniors and
seniors, this is a pivotal time to solidify college and career goals,

make informed decisions, and prepare for a smooth transition into
life after high school. Whether students are heading to a four-year
university, community college, trade program, or directly into the

workforce, intentional spring planning can make all the difference.

SPRING PLANNING: PREPARING JUNIORSSPRING PLANNING: PREPARING JUNIORS
AND SENIORS FOR COLLEGE, CAREER,AND SENIORS FOR COLLEGE, CAREER,

AND A SUCCESSFUL TRANSITIONAND A SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION

SPRING PLANNING: PREPARING JUNIORS
AND SENIORS FOR COLLEGE, CAREER,

AND A SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION

APRIL 2026
Reality Changers prepares youth to

become first-generation college graduates
and agents of change in their

communities.

🌱 Why Spring Matters
Spring is not just about acceptance letters and
warmer weather; it’s a decision-making and
preparation window. 

🎓 For Seniors: Finalizing the
Transition to College or Career

1. Compare Financial Aid Offers
Review total cost (not just tuition)
Compare grants vs. loans
Think long-term affordability

2. Make Your Final Decision (by May 1)
Revisit fit: academics, campus culture, support
Reflect on where you’ll thrive
Consult family and mentors

3. Prepare for Transition
Complete housing, enrollment, and paperwork
Submit final transcripts
Build life skills: budgeting, time management,
self-advocacy

Career/Trade Path:
Confirm job, certification, or apprenticeship
Prepare resume and communication skills

 Altruism + All Good Deeds Scholarship | May 31 , 2026st

National Parent Volunteer Association Scholarships |
Multiple Deadlines | All awards are $1,000

FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIP UPDATES:

 Building Bridges Scholarship | September 30 ,2026th

 Aaliyah Lee Scholarship | Deadline: November 30 , 2026th

Seniors are receiving financial aid offers and
admissions decisions
Juniors are preparing to step into the college
application cycle
Both groups are refining their goals and next steps
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1. Build a College List
Research schools aligned with your goals
Include reach, match, and safety options
Visit campuses or attend virtual tours

2. Start Applications Early
Brainstorm personal statement ideas
Create a resume/activity list
Identify recommendation writers

3. Focus on Academics & Testing
Take/retake SAT/ACT if needed
Finish junior year strong
Plan summer: programs, internships, or
volunteering

📘 Juniors: Prepare for
Application Season

Success isn’t just getting in—it’s thriving. Focus on:
Identity & Purpose: goals and motivation
Independence: time management and decision-
making
Support Systems: mentors and resources
Career Awareness: connecting majors to real-
world paths

🔄 Transition Planning (For All
Students)

Spring planning is about more than checking boxes,
it’s about stepping into your future with clarity and
confidence. For juniors, creare a college list, begin
mapping your future enrollment. Seniors, think of a
career or education path you want to commit to. 

Final Thoughts:

https://realitychangers.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=8901363359&gbraid=0AAAAADfABi4kU0DdgaATHX36PUcDQiajv&gclid=CjwKCAjwk7DFBhBAEiwAeYbJsVkYz6bh-CXCXEN4z0UTj-YzHDHtR0uyq9d2AMljVppvpaiIyop-WBoCjHEQAvD_BwE
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/a-a-altruism-all-good-deeds-scholarship
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/a-a-altruism-all-good-deeds-scholarship
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/scholarships
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/scholarships
https://www.carthage.edu/admissions/undergraduate-students/how-to-apply/
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/building-bridges-scholarship
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/building-bridges-scholarship
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/building-bridges-scholarship
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/building-bridges-scholarship
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/aaliyah-lee-scholarship
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/aaliyah-lee-scholarship


According to the Occupational Outlook Handbook 2025

Videos: : Auto Mechanics | Welders, Cutters, Solderers and Brazers

2024 Median Pay

 (Per Year)

(Per Hour)

Automative/Auto Mechanic

$49,670 per yr.| $23.88 per hr.

Welder/Cutters/Brazers

$51,000 per yr. | $24.52per hr.

Typical Entry-Level 
Automative/Auto Mechanic
Welding or Industry Welder

Postsecondary nondegree award
High School Diplomas or Equivalent

Work Experience in Occupation None  |  None | None

On-the-job Training Short-term on-the-job training 
Moderate-term on the job training

Number of Jobs, 2024 805,600| 457,300

Job Outlook, 2024-34 2.7% (As fast as average)
2% (Slower than average)

Employment Change, 2024-34 33,600 | 9,900

CAREER SPOTLIGHTCAREER SPOTLIGHTCAREER SPOTLIGHT

AUTOMOTIVE AND INDUSTRY WELDERAUTOMOTIVE AND INDUSTRY WELDERAUTOMOTIVE AND INDUSTRY WELDER
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AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY        

 AUTOMOTIVE | SKILLED AND
TECHNICAL TRADES

https://realitychangers.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=8901363359&gbraid=0AAAAADfABi4kU0DdgaATHX36PUcDQiajv&gclid=CjwKCAjwk7DFBhBAEiwAeYbJsVkYz6bh-CXCXEN4z0UTj-YzHDHtR0uyq9d2AMljVppvpaiIyop-WBoCjHEQAvD_BwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARAUXc6Cbxw&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bls.gov%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bls.gov&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzTzmkoSLg4
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/installation-maintenance-and-repair/line-installers-and-repairers.htm#TB_inline?height=325&width=325&inlineId=qf-experience
https://www.gcccd.edu/corporate-college/automotive-technology.php
https://sdcce.edu/academics/automotive/
https://sdcce.edu/academics/automotive/
https://sdcce.edu/academics/skilled-technical-trades/
https://sdcce.edu/academics/skilled-technical-trades/
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2026
Spring
events

CELEBRATESPRING WITHUSATAFUN-FILLED
EGG HUNTEVENT FEATURINGEXCITING

ACTIVITIES,LIVELY ENTERTAINMENT,ARTS&
CRAFTS, JUMPERS, PHOTOSWITHTHESPRING

BUNNY, AND SO MUCHMORE!

 

https://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/event-calendar

Scan the QR code
or click the link

for event details!

page 1
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https://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/activities
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https://www.makersarcade.com/spring-fair-2026
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/earth-day-extravaganza-at-chollas-creekside-park-tickets-1984988689605
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUiUFyveMF4zOBMgfapyq9g-rQZcVL1bEiJ8HMaVjrYJKzMQ/viewform?fbzx=-1283674212273554410
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-urban-collaborative-projects-5th-annual-transportation-justice-expo-tickets-1983897355395?aff=oddtdtcreator
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https://westcoastradio.tv/event/chicanoparkday/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffcdIVq0UjcCFc2f8pxiJSbr4BINnlSapEm_yFjNdc5Zw_ug/viewform
https://www.sandiegoearthfest.com/
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https://vanguardculture.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8asHKwp3TsvsZLxloxRKcAapi6LptaJ1RzTM4dQOnk-AvhQ/viewform
https://www.princessprojectsd.org/free-high-school-prom-dresses-san-diego
https://sandiegoemscorps.org/
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