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Preservation & Progress: Potential Updates
Package A (End of 2025)
• Developing educational materials and handouts

• Minor updates to the Historic Preservation Element of General Plan

• Repurposing HPF to provide preservation grants to low-income and traditionally 
marginalized communities

• Updating Mills Act Program to ensure equitable and fiscally sound implementation

• Amending Complete Communities regulations to clarify that thematic historic district 
boundaries are limited to contributing resources

• Consider updates to the designation appeal process, including addition of de novo finding 
and the ability to appeal properties not designated

• Streamline process for adaptive reuse of historic buildings consistent with the Standards

• Other clean-up items identified by staff
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Package A: Board Appointments and Terms
SDMC Section 111.0206
• Change Deadline for Mayor to Appoint a Chair from April 15th 

to April 30th

• Adds that if a qualified volunteer cannot be found to fill one of 
the five professional seats, that seat may be filled by a second 
professional from one of the other four historic preservation-
related disciplines. However, no more than two professional 
seats should be filled by professionals in the same historic 
preservation-related field. 
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Package A: 
Board Appointments 
and Terms
SDMC Section 111.0206
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Package A: Noticing
SDMC Section 123.0202
• Clean-Up to Noticing Language to be Consistent with Other City 

Noticing Requirements
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Package A: Historic Designation Appeals
SDMC Section 123.0203
• Adds Ability to Appeal Properties that Are Not 

Designated by HRB

• Adds Finding that Would Allow City Council to 
Reconsider the Designation Itself

• Aligns Appeal Filing Requirements with Other City 
Appeals

• Requires Appeals to be Docketed within 180 After Filing
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Package A: Historic Designation Appeals
SDMC Section 123.0203
What Can Be Appealed

• Existing Language:

• Only speaks to the Council’s ability to “reject designation”, which means only 
actions to designate may be appealed.

• Proposed Language
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Package A: Historic Designation Appeals
SDMC Section 123.0203
Grounds for Appeal

• Current Findings to Appeal Designation by HRB:

• The City Council may reject designation on the basis of factual errors in materials or 
information presented to the Board, violations of bylaws or hearing procedures by 
the Board or individual member, or presentation of new information 

• Adds “Findings Not Supported” Finding, Consistent with Appeals of 
Development Permits
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Package A: Historic Designation Appeals
SDMC Section 123.0203
Grounds for Appeal
Existing Process Two/Three Appeal Findings: Proposed Historic Designation Appeal Findings:
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Package A: Historic Designation Appeals
SDMC Section 123.0203
Appeal Filing Requirements

• Aligns Filing Requirements with 
Other City Appeal Processes

• Consistent with Existing Process, 
Requires Appeal Grounds to be 
Identified, but Does Not Require 
Submittal of All Appeal 
Documentation
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Package A: Historic Designation Appeals
SDMC Section 123.0203
Docketing Deadline

• Adds Deadline to Docket 
Appeal within 180 Days of 
Appeal Filing

• Currently No Deadline and 
Appeals Can Sit Indefinitely

• Other City Appeals Docketed 
within 60 Days
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Package A: Historic Designation Appeals
SDMC Section 123.0206
Clarification of Board Role 
in Reviewing National 
Register Nominations

• Clarifies roles consistent with 
National Historic Preservation 
Act and CLG roles and 
responsibilities.
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Package A: Historic Designation Appeals
SDMC Section 143.1002
Clarification to Complete 
Communities Housing 
Solutions
• Clarifies that Complete 

Communities Housing Solutions 
is allowed on Non-Contributing 
Resources in Thematic and 
Emerging Historic Districts 

• Consistent with District 
Procedures which state that only 
contributing resources are 
regulated. 
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Preservation & Progress:
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