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Urban Forestry Program

MISSION: 
Plant, protect, promote, and maintain trees for 
livable and sustainable communities.

Urban Forestry Program 
5-Year-Plan:
• Increase tree canopy cover 
• Maximize the efficiencies in 

maintaining the urban forest
• Minimize the risk of trees in an 

urban environment

Tree Stewardship:
Grow a Green San 
Diego!



Urban Forestry Program

San Diego's Tree Canopy Cover

• Measure 5.2 of the Climate Action Plan calls for increasing the tree canopy cover
• Reach 35% by 2035

• City performed a flyover in 2014 & 2021

• Through remote sensing imagery analysis, measurements yielded nearly: 
• 15% tree canopy cover in 2021
• 13% tree canopy cover in 2014



Urban Forestry Program

Climate Action Plan 
Goals 

Plant 100,000 
new trees by 2035, 

including 40,000 new trees in 
historically underserved 

communities by the end of 2030; 
requires planting over 10,000

new trees annually

Climate Action Plan Measure 
5.2: Tree canopy goals which 

include 22 actions to support San 
Diego’s urban forest

Community partners, 
such as Tree San Diego continue 

to plant trees throughout San 
Diego with a focus on delivering 

small trees to private property 
owners

The San Diego Parks 
Foundation and Forever 

Balboa Park work with Parks & 
Recreation to plant trees and 

install new irrigation

Energy Cooperative 
Agreement with San Diego 

Gas & Electric: plant 2,500 new 
trees by 2031



Urban Forestry Program

Interactive Street Tree Inventory Map

• Explore climate resilient annual benefits 
for each tree 
• Carbon capture
• Pollution removal 
• Avoided stormwater runoff

• Learn about species in your neighborhood

• Visit https://san-diego-street-tree-inventory-
arboraccess.hub.arcgis.com/



Urban Forestry Program

Operations 
• City Forester – Transportation Department

• Manage the Transportation Forestry 
Operations

• All City trees under City Forester jurisdiction

• 31 staff dedicated to citywide forestry
• Over half maintain tree infrastructure for tree 

health and public safety

• 600K+ trees in parks, 250K+ street trees

• Dedicated planting programs 

• Arborist, Get It Done
*San Diego street trees valued at $613 million, 671 
unique species



Urban Forestry Program

• Tree maintenance – routine & by requests

• First responders for emergency response
• Storm response – both rain and wind
• Normal hours, after hours, weekends
• Get it Done or Ask Parks requests

• Contractual work
• Street pruning cycle: palms = 2 years
• Street pruning cycle: shade = greater 

than 20 years
• Emergency backup

Tree Maintenance Team



Urban Forestry Program

Significant Tree Planting Efforts

• Trees For Communities - $4.69M to plant 
and water trees in all feasible locations to 
mitigate air pollution – includes 160 new 
tree wells – 2,800 trees planted

• Ready, Set, Grow San Diego -$10M grant 
to plant and water trees, plus protect over 
300 existing trees – over 5,000 trees 
planted

• Community Engagement & Addressing 
Equity 
under both projects



Urban Forestry Program

Kate Sessions DayArbor Day
• On or around November 8
• Oak Park Community Park - 2025

• 42 new street and parks trees

• 4th Friday of April 
• Gompers Park – 2026

• 68 new park & street trees
• Gold Leaf Award Recipient 

Tree Planting & Volunteer Events



Urban Forestry Program

Get Involved 

• Attend stewardship activities and 
events
• sandiego.gov/trees/events

• Participate in tree-related discussions
• Community Forest Advisory Board
• 2nd Wednesday, 10-11:30 a.m. 
• Malcolm X Library

• Report concerns about City trees 
• Get It Done

• Apply for a permit to plant or maintain 
trees in the City right-of-way
• sandiego.gov/StreetTreePermit



Urban Forestry Program

Brian Widener, City Forester 

bwidener@sandiego.gov 

Learn more at: sandiego.gov/Trees


