
 

City of San Diego 

Parks and Recreation Board Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 19, 2026 

“TO PROVIDE HEALTHY, SUSTAINABLE, AND ENRICHING ENVIRONMENTS FOR ALL” 

 
Meeting Held by In Person and Teleconference: This meeting was held at the Balboa Park 
Club and remotely using the Zoom Webinar platform and was streamed online. The public 
was invited to join the meeting by phone or computer, as well as invited to submit Public 
Comments in writing via a webform. The form was made available on the Parks and 
Recreation website at https://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/general-info/boards. 

Both verbal and written communication were used by Board Members, City staff, and 
presenters during the meeting. City staff also used the screen-share function to allow 
viewers to view content shared by the speaker which included PowerPoint presentations and 
websites. 

Before the meeting was called to order, City staff read instructions to the public regarding 
technical procedures for making live public comment during the webinar. 

Members Present Members Absent City Staff Present 

Jeremy Bloom 
Nick Anastasopoulos  
Marcella Bothwell (Chair) 
Dr. Andrea Dooley 
Rick Gulley (Vice Chair) 
Daniele Laman  
Dr. Judith Muñoz  
Evelyn Smith 
Allison Soares 
Agatha Wein 
 

 
 

Michelle Abella-Shon 
Jonathan Avila 
Ryan Barbrick 
Andy Field 
Ana Grow  
Tiffany Harrison 
Daniel Horton 
Frank Huntlee 
Jackie Kennedy 
Maricris Lumibao 
Jose Mendoza  
Louis Merlin 
Sameera Rao 
Elvi Ricafort 
Gabriela Verendia 
Brian Widener 

 
CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order by Chair Bothwell at 2:04 p.m. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 19, 2026 

 

MOTION/SECONDED: Vice Chair Gulley/Ms. Laman 

The motion was made by Vice Chair Gulley and seconded by Ms. Laman with an edit in the 
minutes to include Sheila Bose as a member of City staff who attended the meeting and 

https://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/general-info/boards
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responded to a question. The motion was approved 8-0-1 with the following vote: Yea: Mr. 
Anastasopoulos, Mr. Bloom, Chair Bothwell, Dr. Dooley, Vice Chair Gulley, Ms. Laman, Ms. Smith, 
and Ms. Soares. Nay: None. Recused: None. Abstained: Dr. Muñoz. Not Present: Ms. Wein.  

NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT:  

1. Kirsten Skadberg from Groundwork San Diego discussed the Federal Boulevard 
Dechannelization and pocket park project. A recent milestone was to award a 
construction project with groundbreaking to occur in April 2026. Ms. Skadberg 
expressed thanks and gratitude to the Parks and Recreation Department’s Asset 
Management group for their assistance in working to obtain necessary permits. 

2. Gary Blume from the Total Altruism Project noted that litter pick up sticks and 
related equipment will soon be placed in Murray Ridge Park in Serra Mesa. Mr. Blume 
received an award from the California Parks and Recreation Society District 12 (which 
covers San Diego County) for his continued work in expanding this program to parks 
throughout the Navajo and Serra Mesa communities as well as within the City of 
Santee. 

REQUESTS FOR CONTINUANCE: None. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

• Balboa Park Committee – Ms. Soares noted quite a bit is happening in Balboa Park as the 
spring season approaches. She also reminded park patrons to register for parking if 
they are a resident.  

• Mission Bay Park Committee - Dr. Muñoz noted there was no March meeting. 
 

• Mission Trails Regional Park (MTRP) Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) – Vice 
Chair Gulley indicated the last meeting was on March 3, 2026. Topics covered 
included the State Route 52 Operational Improvements project and the Advanced 
Water Purification project. 
 

• San Diego Parks Foundation (SDPF) – Vice President Kim Mathis presented the 2025 
impact report, which is provided in the attachment to the minutes. Topics covered in 
the report include number of donations received, projects completed, program 
participants, park ambassador program, spring egg hunts, drone soccer events, and 
Citywide Basketball Championships.  

CHAIRPERSON COMMENTS: 

Chair Bothwell had no additional report beyond the SDPF update in the previous item. 

BOARD COMMENTS: 

Ms. Laman noted that the House of Czech and Slovak Republics reopened to the public one 
year after a tree landed on the house and damaged it. She invited people to attend an 
underwater egg hunt at City Heights Pool, day camp at Colina del Sol Pool, and fishing clinics 
and archery at Chollas Lake. 
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Dr. Muñoz asked about the opportunity for volunteers to undertake repairs and clean-ups in 
parks. Director Field noted that the volunteer program has expanded substantially, with staff 
members Mari Carriedo and Kemii Soundara actively hosting park clean up projects. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   

Parks and Recreation Director Andy Field offered the following update on a variety of park-
related topics. 

Budget: The Mayor’s Office continues to develop the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2027, 
which will be released on or before April 15, 2026. The Department submitted a seven 
percent reduction scenario as part of the budget development process. Staff will provide the 
Board with an overview of the proposed budget at the April meeting. 

Mid-City Communities Plan Update: City Planning Department intended to present an 
update on the Mid-City Communities Plan at today’s meeting. Due to a communication issue 
that was not the responsibility of the City Planning Department, Parks staff could not get 
this matter properly onto the agenda within Brown Act requirements. Therefore, this item 
will be brought to the Board at the April meeting. And Item 201 on today’s agenda will be 
retracted and returned to staff. Director Field apologized to the Board for the noticing error. 

Ms. Laman’s Requests: Last month, Ms. Laman asked for updates on the following topics. 
Director Field provided short updates on each item: 

• Rescheduling turf renovation at the International Cottages immediately after 
December Nights so that grass area can reopen prior to the Lunar New Year event in 
2027. Update: This has been referred to Balboa Park and Permit Center staff to see if 
this can be accommodated.  

• Updating the timeframe of renaming Colina del Sol in honor of Portia Dawson. 
Update: Staff needs additional information supporting the renaming, including 
specific achievements that occurred while Ms. Dawson served on the recreation 
council. 

• Adding language into draft Council Policy 700-42 to incorporate a procedure for 
acquiring new parkland. Update: Deputy Director Sarah Erazo is working to 
reconstitute a working group to update Council Policy 700-42 to incorporate the 
policies and procedures associated with Community Recreation Groups. This request 
can be brought forward to the working group for their consideration. 

Normal Heights Elementary School Joint Use: Last month, a public comment was received 
about this joint use being closed to the public. Staff connected with the San Diego Unified 
School District to help fix this issue. Staff turnover at the District resulted in the gates not 
being unlocked in the afternoon. This has been addressed, and the gates should now be open 
during joint use hours.  

Kimbrough Elementary School Joint Use: Last month, Mr. Bloom noticed that this joint use 
was being closed to the public. Staff have determined that this was because of the school 
district’s After School 6 to 6 Program. Staff will work with the campus staff to see how 
public access can be restored alongside the After School 6 to 6 Program. 
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Cesar Chavez: Considering the troubling allegations raised about Cesar Chavez, the City 
removed signage at Cesar Chavez Community Center in San Ysidro, which is now known as 
the San Ysidro Larsen Field Community Center. This included removals of the monument 
sign, wayfinding signs on the roadway, signage on the building itself, the Lobos team logo, 
team uniforms, and all other locations that contain the name. The gym floor currently 
contains his name and will be updated to remove the name as well. Two joint use sites have 
Cesar Chavez in their names: Cesar Chavez Elementary Joint Use and King-Chavez Charter 
School Joint Use. The San Diego Unified School District is working collaboratively with the 
City to address naming concerns at both joint use locations. 

San Diego Parks Foundation: Director Field thanked the San Diego Parks Foundation for its 
continued role supporting City parks and appreciated the report offered by Ms. Mathis. It is a 
true partnership.  

CONSENT ITEMS: None 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

101. Encanto Community Park General Development Plan (GDP) Amendment – Skate Plaza 
Proposal 

Landscape Designer Frank Huntlee presented the proposal to add a skate plaza at Encanto 
Community Park through a proposed amendment to the park’s GDP. 

Public Comments:  

Zach Doughty spoke in support of the Encanto skate plaza, as this can be an inclusive safe space 
for the community to enjoy and connect with others.  

Sally Smull supports the Encanto skate plaza and noted no negativity in the community 
recreation group meeting against this proposal. 

Abel Macias, member of Encanto Community Recreation Group and professor of Chicano Studies 
at San Diego State University, is excited about this proposal. This can really benefit the 
community.  

Michel Anderson, past board chair of the San Diego Parks Foundation, indicated the strong 
support of the SDPF and noted ongoing fundraising efforts to build the new skate plaza. Many 
skaters came to all of the meetings and is very appreciative of the support of numerous 
stakeholders to bring this forward. 

Board Comments:  

Ms. Smith thanked Council District 4 staff, especially Jackie Kennedy, for helping to bring 
the skate plaza proposal to the community. She is appreciative of the proposal and moved 
approval of the staff recommendation to repurpose the shuffleboard courts into a new skate 
plaza.  

Ms. Laman asked what the recreation value points are for Encanto Community Park. Skate 
plazas bring seven points. Mr. Huntlee will provide the full park’s recreation value points 
once it is calculated. 
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Dr. Muñoz asked if the funding was in place to build the skate plaza facility. Chair Bothwell 
noted that it is halfway funded, with SDPF fundraising underway. 

Director Field thanked Councilmember Henry Foster III from Council District 4 for the vision 
of the new skate plaza, thanked Council District 4 staff including Jackie Kennedy and Tiffany 
Harrison for leading the effort to bring this proposal to the community, and the San Diego 
Parks Foundation for its tireless efforts supporting this skate plaza and working to get the 
funding needed to build the skate plaza. 

MOTION/SECONDED: Ms. Smith/Ms. Anastasopoulos  

A motion was made by Ms. Smith and seconded by Mr. Anastasopoulos. The motion was approved 
10-0-0 and passed unanimously with the following vote: Yea: Mr. Anastasopoulos, Mr. Bloom, 
Chair Bothwell, Dr. Dooley, Vice Chair Gulley, Ms. Laman, Dr. Muñoz, Ms. Smith, Ms. Soares, and 
Ms. Wein. Nay: None. Recused: None. Abstained: None. Not Present: None.  

INFORMATION ITEMS:  

201. Planning for Parks and Recreational Opportunities 

Director Field requested this item be returned to staff and apologized for the item not 
appearing on this agenda correctly. 

202. Citywide Parks Development Impact Fees (CPDIF) Project Updates 

Program Manager Ryan Barbrick presented an overview of the Department’s capital 
improvements program, focusing on projects funded by Citywide Park Development Impact Fees. 

Public Comments: None. 

Board Comments: 

Ms. Laman asked about the status of Chollas Triangle Park. Assistant Deputy Director 
Michelle Abella-Shon responded that the project is currently in the land acquisition phase, 
which can be funded by the land acquisition portion of the Citywide Park Development 
Impact Fees.  

Mr. Bloom asked about matching funds to align with development impact fee allocations and 
whether nonprofit organizations such as San Diego Parks Foundation can help leverage 
funds. Mr. Barbrick responded that leveraging private funding occurs, and a good recent 
example is Casa Familiar participating in the first phase of development of Beyer Park in San 
Ysidro. 

Mr. Bloom asked about how park deficiency is calculated, by acreage or by recreation value 
points (RVPs). Ms. Abella-Shon responded that the Climate Equity Index map is based on a 
variety of factors to identify communities of concern. City Planning is reviewing all parks to 
identify recreation value points in accordance with the Parks Master Plan. Chair Bothwell 
clarified the question is about use of recreation value points to determine park deficiency. 
Mr. Avila noted that the Citywide Park Needs Index is currently under development. The 
resultant map from this Index will eventually replace the park acreage basis that has been in 
use. 

Ms. Laman asked about how equity and communities of concern are incorporated into 
project selection and prioritization, especially when some communities have limited or no 
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parks. Ms. Abella-Shon and Director Field provided a brief overview of Council Policy 800-
14, which outlines the various factors that are considered, including equity, project 
readiness, safety, and funding plan. 

203. San Diego’s Urban Forestry Program  

Urban Forester Brian Widener from the Transportation Department provided an overview of 
the City’s urban forest and programs established to maintain the forest and increase tree 
canopy on City property, including parkland and public rights of way.  

Public Comments:  

Anne Fege, former chair of Community Forest Advisory Board, noted the importance of park 
trees and shade. She noted resources are available at https://katestrees.org/. Trees enrich 
and engage because they offer cooling, beauty, social places, wildlife habitat, ecological 
services, and more. She thanked Park Arborist Erich Kast for his continued commitment to 
trees.  

Abel Macias, member of Encanto Community Recreation Group and professor of Chicano Studies 
at San Diego State University, asked whether native species would be included in the management 
of the urban forest.   

Board Comments: 

Ms. Laman recalled older community plans that called for planting palm trees. She noted 
that guidance has changed over the years. A key consideration is fire safety, as evidenced by 
the Montezuma Fire on October 31, 2024. This fire charred privately-owned open space on 
the hillside north of Talmadge and south of Alvarado Estates along Montezuma Road.  

Ms. Soares thanked staff for the presentation and asked what Board members can do to help 
get information about the City’s Urban Forestry Program to the public. Mr. Widener 
responded that he is using the City webpage to promote the content and emphasizes safety. 

Dr. Muñoz asked if staff monitor trees in private parking lots. Mr. Widener indicated the 
Development Services Department handles that inspection role, and an enforcement 
mechanism is not in place. 

Mr. Bloom asked about the U.S. Forest Service grant including status of number of trees that 
remain to be planted under that grant. Mr. Widener stated that the upcoming Arbor Day 
event at Gompers Park on April 24, 2026, will be one of the final planting events using these 
grant funds. He noted that trees stay watered for three years after they are planted.  

Chair Bothwell noted an ongoing confrontation between street tree advocates and business 
owners. Occasionally, trees are trimmed to cut for view to allow visibility to business signs 
and storefronts. Chair Bothwell noted a specific example along Garnet Avenue in Pacific 
Beach. 

In response to the public comment from Mr. Macias, Mr. Widener and Director Field 
provided an overview of native trees in San Diego, noting that there are difficulties fitting 
certain trees into urban spaces and that most trees need watering in order to survive in San 
Diego’s semi-arid climate. Irrigation is particularly important for trees to survive in parks. 
Director Field thanked Mr. Widener and the Transportation Department for their partnership 
in planting more trees across the City including the parks.  

https://katestrees.org/
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ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 3:27 p.m. 

Copies of the reports, attachments, PowerPoint presentations, and audio-video recordings can be 
found on the Parks and Recreation Department website at 
http://www.sandiego.gov/parkandrecboard/reports. 

Next Calendared Meeting: April 16, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

 

Andy Field  
Director  
Parks and Recreation Department  

 

ATTACHMENT: San Diego Parks Foundation 2025 Impact Report 

http://www.sandiego.gov/parkandrecboard/reports
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