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• Monitor the populations and potential impacts to over 85 separate species of 
plants/animals, and the environmentally sensitive lands they live in

• Complete maintenance and management projects to protect vulnerable species 
and ecosystems

• Work with regional partners (SD Zoo, The NAT, USGS, CDFW, USFWS, USGS, SANDAG 
and many others)  to develop recovery plans 

How do we conserve and preserve 

natural resources in the  City of San 

Diego 



• Endangered Species Act of 1973

• Prohibits “take” of threatened/endangered species

• “harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to 
engage in any such conduct” (16 U.S.C. 1532(19))

• Case law prohibited “take” of listed species habitat

• Palila v. Hawaii Dep't of Land & Natural Resources (1981)

•  Section 10(a) – Habitat Conservation Plans

• 1982 ESA Amendment

• When “take” is likely to result from an “otherwise lawful activity”

• Incidental Take Permit issued by U.S. Fish and Wildlife

• Requires long-term maintenance and management

MSCP History



• MSCP in San Diego

• 43 species listed as ‘threatened’ or ‘endangered’ under federal Endangered Species Act in San 
Diego County

• California gnatcatcher listed in 1993

• City of San Diego’s failing sewer system

• EPA sued under Clean Water Act for untreated sewage in 1989

• Repairs require take of gnatcatcher habitat

• US Fish and Wildlife Service required mitigation for growth inducing impacts of improved 
water treatment 

• Strong private development pressure

• Development in gnatcatcher habitat vulnerable to lawsuits by environmental activists

• Developers shifted to support MSCP idea

MSCP History



MSCP History
• Final Multiple Species Conservation Program Plan – August 1998

• Regional planning document

• 12 jurisdictions in southwest San Diego County

• Individual subarea plans required for incidental take permit

• Sets plan-wide conservation strategy and goals

• Core biological areas and habitat linkages



• 1997-2047
• MSCP - 50 years
• VPHCP - 29 years

• 206K ac 
• Municipal  
• Cornerstone

• Covers 92 Species
• 51 Plants 
• 41 Animals

HCPs = ENTIRE CITY







Parks and Recreation 

Preserve System

• 51,000 acres

• 27,000 acres open to the public

• 85 rare/threatened/ 
endangered species

• 178 trailheads

• 225 trail miles 

Similar size to some of your favorite National Parks:

• Bryce Canyon, Utah: 35,835 acres
• Carlsbad Caverns, New Mexico: 46,766 acres
• Haleakala, Hawaii: 33,264 acres
• Mesa Verde, Colorado: 52,485 acres



Parks and Recreation 

Natural Resource Management Plan Sections:

• Part 1 :   Introduction
 
• Part  2 :  Agency Jurisdiction and Applicable City Plans

• Part 3:  Land Use and Recreation 

• Part 4:  Existing Conditions

• Part 5:  Threats

• Part 6:   Management 
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Parks and Recreation 



Questions ??? 



Thank You!! 

Resiliency Advisory Board, Natural Resource Staff, Rangers and ALL of
our Conservation Partners
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