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MICHAEL McKENNA
Resident, Village Walk Condominiums (across the street)
1501 India Street | San Diego, California | mpmsandiego@gmail.com

July 31, 2026

To: City of San Diego Hearing Officer and Reviewing Officials

FORMAL OBJECTION TO CABARET LICENSE APPLICATION
Project No. PRJ-1139084

I submit this written objection to the proposed cabaret license associated with Project No. PRJ-1139084. I live at 
Village Walk Condominiums, directly across the street from the proposed establishment. I respectfully ask the City to  
deny the application.

Little Italy has many successful restaurants that serve food and beverages while remaining compatible with the 
surrounding residential community. A cabaret license would authorize a materially different use: late-night amplified 
music, dancing, and club-style activity. This location is within a neighborhood where people live, dine, entertain guests,  
and expect  the reasonable quiet  enjoyment  of  their  homes.  It  is  not  situated in a  downtown entertainment  district 
designed to absorb nightclub operations.

The prior operation at this location, Fishers, demonstrated the nuisance conditions that can arise even without 
expanded cabaret privileges. Recorded music on the outdoor terrace was repeatedly played at a volume loud enough to 
penetrate neighboring concrete-and-glass residences. It interfered with ordinary evening life at the precise hours when 
residents were attempting to relax, watch television, listen to music, share meals with friends and family, or sleep. 
Based  on  that  firsthand history,  nearby residents  have  no  reasonable  assurance  that  more  extensive  entertainment  
privileges would be managed responsibly.

The previous  operation  also  generated recurring disturbances  outside  the  premises.  Residents  observed  public 
urination in nearby landscaping and against walls adjacent to the venue. Late-night crowds brought shouting, loitering, 
rideshare congestion, smoking, and other disorder immediately outside residential buildings. People also congregated 
near our entrances, solicited money, and sometimes remained overnight on doorsteps. These concerns are based on 
conditions residents actually experienced, not on speculation about what might occur.

Granting a cabaret license would foreseeably intensify those conditions by extending operating hours and drawing 
patrons specifically for music,  dancing,  and nightlife.  Even when amplified entertainment  takes place indoors,  the  
resulting crowd noise and activity do not remain inside the premises. They spill onto the sidewalk, surrounding streets,  
residential entrances, and adjacent property after closing.

The resulting burden falls on the people who live here. Persistent bass, crowd noise, public disorder, and late-night  
congregation interfere with residents' peaceful enjoyment of their homes. They also make neighboring residences less  
desirable to prospective owners and tenants. A condominium directly across from a late-night cabaret or club venue is 
materially less attractive than one located near ordinary restaurants operating at responsible noise levels. The likely  
adverse effect on residential desirability and property values is therefore a serious and legitimate concern for the owners 
in our building.

This is not an objection to restaurant use, responsible hospitality businesses, or the commercial vitality of Little  
Italy. It is an objection to converting this particular location into a late-night entertainment venue whose operation is 
incompatible with its immediate residential surroundings. The prior history at the site provides the City with concrete 
evidence of the risks.

For these reasons, I respectfully request that the City deny the cabaret license application associated with Project  
No. PRJ-1139084.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael McKenna
Resident, Village Walk Condominiums
1501 India Street
mpmsandiego@gmail.com


	Bill Orabone - Public Comment Attachment for Aug 5 HO - Copy
	michael_mckenna_formal_objection_prj-1139084

