
 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BOARD 
Meeting Notice and Agenda 

 
WEDNESDAY, September 9, 2026  

In-Person Meeting, 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  
Location: City Administration Building - 202 C Street,  
San Diego, CA 92101, 12th Floor – Council Chambers 

 

Chair: Juan Carlos Rivas | Vice Chair: Benjamin Eastman   

Board Members: Richard Bainter, Dennis-Michael Broussard, Lucas Coleman, Aron Davidson, 
Hampton Brown, Johanne Gnagne, Shahrzad Kamyab, Luc Lenain, Paul Marttila, Suzanne Svahn, 
Scott Tait, Joel Valenzuela, Heidi Knuff, Myriam Mendoza.  

Public Comment 
 
Public Comment on an Agenda Item: If you wish to address the Board on an item for today's 
agenda, please complete and submit a speaker form before the Board hears the agenda item. You 
will be called at the time the item is heard.   
 
Public Comment on Matters Not on the Agenda: You may address the Board on any matter 
not listed on today's agenda. Please complete and submit a speaker form. However, California's 
open meeting laws do not permit the Board to discuss or take any action on the matter at today's 
meeting. At its discretion, the Board may add the item to a future meeting agenda or refer the 
matter to staff or committee. Individuals’ comments are limited to three minutes per speaker. At 
the discretion of the Chair, if a large number of people wish to speak on the same item, 
comments may be limited to a set period of time per item.   

Requests for Accessibility Modifications or Accommodations  

This information will be made available in alternative formats upon request, as required by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), by contacting Ben Moore at mooreb@sandiego.gov.   
Requests for disability-related modifications or accommodations required to facilitate meeting 
participation, including requests for alternatives to observing meetings and offering public 
comment as noted above, may be made by contacting Ben Moore at mooreb@sandiego.gov.   
Requests for disability-related modifications or accommodations required to facilitate meeting 
participation, including requests for auxiliary aids, services or interpreters, require different lead 
times, ranging from five business days to two weeks. Please keep this in mind and provide as 
much advance notice as possible in order to ensure availability. The City is committed to 
resolving accessibility requests swiftly in order to maximize accessibility. 

mailto:mooreb@sandiego.gov


 
Requests for translation services to offer public comment may be made by contacting Ben Moore 
at mooreb@sandiego.gov. The City is committed to addressing language translation requests 
swiftly to maximize public participation. 

 

AGENDA 
 
Item 1:  Call to Order – Chair 

 
Item 2: Roll Call - Chair (2 minutes) 

 
Item 3:  Approve Minutes of March 2026, May 2026 and July 2026 Meetings (3 

minutes) 
 
Item 4: Public Comment (if needed) (5 minutes) 
 
Item 5: Committee Reports and Discussion 

a. Sister Cities Committee – Svahn (10 minutes) 
b. Major Events Committee – Bainter (10 minutes) 
c. Outreach Committee (2026 IAB Forum) – Valenzuela (25 minutes) 

i. Updates on forum planning 
ii. Checklist and assignment of responsibilities 

 
Item 6: Updates on the Mayor’s main priorities and global agenda – Randy Reyes 

(10 minutes) 
 

Item 7:  Border and binational affairs updates – Chair (5 minutes) 
 
Item 8:  Board Member Updates, Announcements and Upcoming events (5 minutes) 
 
Item 9:  Q&A with international affairs students (if present) (10 minutes) 
 
Item 10:  Board’s recommendations to the Mayor (5 minutes) 
 
Item 11: Adjournment 
 


