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Climate Resilient SD and the 
Climate Action Plan

Resilience Mitigation
Prepare, 
respond, 

recover from 
climate hazards

Reduce climate 
pollution



Climate Action Plan
To respond to the climate crisis, the 2022 Climate Action Plan
set an ambitious goal to achieve net zero emissions by 2035, 
ten years earlier than the statewide goal

Includes regular monitoring and annual reporting 
on progress

Calls for releasing an updated Climate Action Plan 
in 2027

Implementation Plan completed in 2023, updated 
in 2025



The World Has 
Changed…

● Work more efficiently, better 
leverage resources

● Deliver solutions that provide 
the most community benefits

● Provide affordable, cleaner, 
safer, communities

● Improve daily life for San 
Diegans

● …and reduce emissions

So Should the City’s 
Approach to Climate

• Climate hazards already 
impacting communities

• Global emissions increasing

• Evolving community priorities

• Federal and State priorities 
changing

• New laws and regulations

● Work more efficiently, better 
leverage resources

● Deliver solutions that provide 
the most community benefits

● Provide affordable, cleaner, 
safer, communities

● Improve daily life for San 
Diegans

● …and reduce emissions



Climate Ready 
SD

What is Climate Ready SD?

City’s plan to adapt and thrive under 
changing climate conditions and do its 
part for a healthier, safer San Diego.

Will combine the Climate Action Plan 
and Climate Resilient SD, into a 
single, integrated plan focused on 
improving quality of life.



Core Principles of Climate Ready SD

● Visionary: build on City’s leadership and climate
progress, continue advancing strategies for a climate-
ready future

● Achievable: set clear, measurable goals aligned with
the City’s authority, resources, capacity and evolving
climate conditions

● Collaborative: communicate the critical role of
coordinated action across all levels of government,
social and economic life in meeting climate goals



Core Principles of Climate Ready SD 
(cont.)    
● Equitable: prioritize communities most affected by 

climate change and ensure climate investments 
deliver broadly shared benefits

● Strategic: enable prioritization of actions with the 
greatest impact at the best cost

● Actionable: address costs, lead departments and 
key implementation details

● Accountable: create a clear framework for 
measuring success and reporting



Benefits of a Combined Plan
● Better captures the interrelated nature of climate 

action and climate resilience

● More meaningful community engagement

○ Fewer engagement points and less time investment for 
community members

○ The average person doesn’t make a distinction between 
climate action and resilience; they just want to see changes 
that improve their lives and communities

● Easier to monitor and update



Review potential actions to strengthen 
community resilience, meet community needs 
and reduce emissions

2. Develop Climate Solutions

Assess potential actions for feasibility and 
effectiveness, balancing ambition with practical 
concerns

3. Prioritize Strategies & Outcomes
1. Understand Today’s Climate & 
What’s Ahead
Identify existing conditions and future 
projections for climate hazards and 
emissions, highlighting the challenges these 
present for San Diego’s communities

Use analysis and community input to 
inform development of draft plan 

4. Finalize Climate Ready SD

Winter 2026 –
Spring 2027

Spring 2027 –
Fall 2027

Fall 2027 –
Winter 2028

Spring 2028 –
Summer 2028



Next Steps
Environment Committee
Launch Climate Ready SD at “Climate Day” in November

Climate Ready SD Resources 
Project webpage and information materials posted following 
Environment Committee
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