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NOAA CPC ENSO Strength Probabilities (issued August 2026)

based on thresholds in ERSSTv6 Relative Nifo-3.4 index/RONI
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El Nino Advisory is in effect. Alongside model forecasts, a strong coupling of the atmospheric and oceanic circulation
across the Pacific contributes to very high confidence that El Nifio will continue through early 2027. During the

October-December 2026 season, there is a 69% chance of a historic event that would exceed the strength of
previous El Nifio events dating back to 1950 (+2.5°C or more for a 3-month RONI value). With an event of this
magnitude, the chances of experiencing impacts consistent with El Nifio are larger, but they are not guaranteed
(see CPC outlooks for probabilities of seasonal anomalies). In summary, El Nifo is strengthening, with a greater

than 90% chance of a very strong event during the Northern Hemisphere fall and winter 2026-27.
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Citywide El Niho Preparedness Objectives

1. Identify and analyze gaps in current capabilities, and deliver clear, actionable
recommendations to resolve identified deficiencies.

2. Coordinate across City departments to develop integrated plans and procedures, and
propose policy enhancements that support citywide preparedness.

3. Design and implement a comprehensive public communications campaign that
promotes personal preparedness, informs the community of the City's readiness
efforts, and highlights available resources.

4. Ensure all projects, initiatives, and communications adhere to City policies and meet
standards for accessibility, equity, and inclusiveness.

5. Enhance interagency collaboration by strengthening coordination with external
partners, including governmental agencies, NGOs, faith-based organizations (FBOs),
and community-based organizations (CBOs).



Citywide El Nino Preparedness Working Group

-El Nino Working Group

Sub-Groups:
1. Communications / Webpage / Mapping

El Nino Working Group

This page was created to provide a collaborative
space for City departments to coordinate
preparedness efforts for El Nifio activity in our city.
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El Niho Preparedness Public Outreach Campaign
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The City of ’ \. with the City /
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In collaboration with the
City's Communications
Department:

« Published SanDiego.gov/elnino to
share information & resources available

The City of San Diego is preparing for significant impacts from an El Nifio that the National Weather Service is predicting will
intensify during the fall and winter of 2026 and 2027.

Because these conditions have the potential to impact communities across the city, it is critical to understand the risks and take

Educating and engaging with residents
on how to prepare

in a short period of time, coul

Stay Ready San Diego! It's eve|

Do you Live in a Flood Zone? Ways to be Flood Ready Storm Preparedness

“

Places to Cool Down During Climate Hazards in San Diego
Extreme Heat

Providing preparedness information
through digital platforms, flyers,

handouts, news media, etc. in multiple What San Diego
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What is an El Ni

Toolkit for Council offices to share
information




Stay Ready San Diego!

It's everyone's responsibility.
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), Special Flood Hazard Areas
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Flooding Source FLOOD AREA

Council District

PARCELS WITH INSURABLE
STRUCTURES AT RISK

FAMILIES AND BUSINESS
OWNERS AT RISK

BILLIONS IN ASSESSED
PROPERTY VALUE AT RISK

APPROXIMATE VALUES BASED ON BEST AVAILABLE DATA AS OF SEPTEMBER 2025

sandiego.gov



UNDERSTAND&AEQ
YOUR FLOOD RISK

Low-lying areas such as floodplains are
vulnerable to flooding year-round, with
heishienedrisk during therainy spason

PREPARE
FOR FLOODS
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INTRODUCTION

SAN DIEGO WATERSHEDS
AND CITY JURISDICTION

CITY OF SAN DIEGO

21 3k s STORM DRAIN SYSTEM

86 k 3;%2& Drain The City manages a large municipal separate storm surfaces to receiving waters to protect the life and
sewer system (MS4) that conveys storm water runoff property of the City’s citizens from potential flooding.
Watershed from natural and developed areas to receiving waters
Areas such as lakes, rivers, creeks, streams, lagoons, and the
Pacific Ocean.

Federal, state, and local regulations require the City
‘ o8 to meet specific water quality standards in receiving
~ PENASQUITOS

waters, and the City complies by conducting studies,
The City’s MS4 system is an interconnected system of developing plans, and implementing pollution
GE CH4 natural drainages and constructed drains, pipes, and prevention programs and MS4 improvement projects.
\é“ channels. Collectively, the MS/ functions to
; convey drainage flows from impervious O“M Dkq
= <2
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Expanded Stormwater Channel Maintenance

Before and After
. N. B

Historical production: 4-5 segments, 2-3
miles per year

»  FY25: Emergency maintenance of 15+
channel miles following Jan 2024 flooding

»  FY26: Maintenance of 30 channel
segments (11.5 miles)

»  FY27: Targeting maintenance of 67
segments (20+ miles)

9.7 miles completed since July 1, 2026

»  Key factors in ramp up:

MWMP plus expedited agency approvals
$1.1M in additional FY27 budget

Crews working 6-7 days/week, 12 hours/day
Crews on loan from in-house pipe team
$10M/year ongoing wetland mitigation e O
investment Y At R e

O O O O O



67 Channel Segments Targeted for Maintenance in FY27
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Stormwater Pump Stations
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Stormwater Infrastructure WP ey

Capacity Limitations

Channels

17% sized to today's standard (100-year)

under Hwy

Pump Stations

7% sized to today's standard (100-year) e e

Number 149
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Estimated % of Pipes Sized to -
Convey 100-Year Storm

Storm Drains

San Diego Bay (excluding Chollas)
Chollas Creek : ™ : | .
Mission Bay FLERe ARSI e i L _n‘f"_'\“i"' :

Los Pefiasquitos

Notes:

1. Chellas Creek and Los Pefiasquitos: Analysis only included pipes and cubverts with
diameters of 18 inches and larger.

2 Interpreting pipe capacity: % Capacity alone does not necessarily indicate a deficient
system. This means that a pipe reaching 100% capacity does not automatically indicate
a risk of flooding. During heawvy rainfall, water levels may increase within the pipe, but

they can still stay below the established flooding threshold. *;l.. —‘*""‘13'
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Stormwater Capital Improvements

COUN
D[‘Sﬂt[
r/

WIFIA Project Status

10 completed
$733 M

WIFIA Total

Amount '

Secured additional $37M from SRF

Project Portfolio
48 Corrugated Metal Pipe Replacement

7 in construction

53 in design

12 Green Infrastructure/Water Quality R
4 Stormwater Rehabilitation

4 Stream Restoration

1 Pump Station

Stormwater Capital Improvements - Chollas Creek Watershed
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4 - Starm Dwain Group 1023

5 - Golden Hill & Sowth Park Storm Drain Replace ment

wersity Avenus Culvert Reconstruction
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15 - Cherckee Foint South Gre:
14 - Stpeasrview Drive Gra
17 - Oak Park Gre

zation Projec

21 - Chollas Creek Restoration 54th 5t and Euclid Ave
22 - Beta St Channel and Storm Draj
23 - 38th 5t w1 Franklin Awe Stor

in Improvement

i Dirain SWDH

of WIFIA
invested in
Chollas Creek

Chollas Creek Watershed:
25 Ongoing & Future Capital Projects
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High Priority Capital Improvements

Alpha Channel (Southcrest) — 30% Design Jamacha Channel (Skyline) — 60% Design

Marie Widman Memorial Park ]

69TH ST

CADMAN ST

% PN
LEGEND
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; JACMAR AVE
°
FEMA FLOOD HAZARD - ZONE TYPE N
0.2% Annual Chance
Flood Hazard
1% Annual Chance [ Project Study Area I Culvert Potential Mitigation Area — New Water Pipe
- e Il Waterway Improvement New Storm Drain Water Quality Basin = New Sewer Pipe N
7 Regulatory Floodway . &
Concrete Channel Multi-Purpose Path Bridge N Scale

South Mission Beach — Construction Phase

South Mission Beach Storm Drain and Green Infrastructure

Overall Project
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