i

i 1
A K | B

A ==

Mid-City
Communities Plan

First Draft - Parks
and Trails

October 15, 2026
Parks and Recreation Board Meeting | Item 201

PLAN
6“ MID-CITY

Communities Plan Update

@



AGENDA

* Project Overview

e First Draft - Parks
and Trails

» Next Steps
 Feedback & Q+A




I Mid-City Planning Area & Neighborhoods

S j o
. . .. “HAIssion & Q, / ﬁ-‘:\ ! i
Mid-City Communities VALLEY B Al G
¢ Clty Helghts Yy E 1? Montezum o B IQL
« Eastern Area eyt |
- Kensington-Talmadge
« Normal Heights o }
i i _f i l S
Mid-City Snapshot* § ot | LaMesa
Al latop m:m;%a_ ;: COLINA EL CERRITO
° 8,052 acres ? w TERALTAEAST O
" tinco MLilinE
+ 138,385 people TN
« 53,452 homes R e
° 21 OOOJObS NORTH PARK i Bro
WQT g Lemon Grove

» 24,500 parcels Redwood

« 10% of the city ge e i Community Planning Areas
population resides in | £ City Heights
. . Juniper
Mid-City A = =) Eastern Area
3 Kensington-Talmadge
*SANDAG Estimate 2025; LEHD Hiules _
2022; City of San Diego GOLDEN HILL 5 ENCANTO = Normal Helghts
= % NEIGHBORHOODS Oy ) TFD”E“y" StDp
Ay SOUTHEASTERN o e e Light Rail Routes
£ o SAN DIEGO B e,.-\f_-\‘ldﬂ\
(% PLAN
Q MJI?-FILY PARKS & RECREATION BOARD | OCTOBER 2026 | MID-CITY COMMUNITIES PLAN UPDATE




Process & Timeline
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I First Draft

The first draft establishes a vision & strategy to guide future development & contains
goals and policies to provide direction on what types of future uses & public
improvements could be developed in Mid-City.

1. Introduction Mid-City

2. Land Use & Economic Prosperity ;;Z:munmes e
3. Historic Preservation

4. Sustainability, Equity, Resilience &

Conservation

. Urban Design

. Mobility

. Parks & Public Facilities
. Implementation
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City of San Diego

General Plan
July 2024

MASTER
PLAN

ADOPTED AUGUST 2031

PARKS FOR ALL OF US

‘ HOW DID WE DEVELOP THE PARK STANDARD?

A PARK = . @ @

Recreational  Equity &
Experiences  Access

CURRENT CITY i
PARK STANDARD 2
2.8 %i 1 ‘h‘?‘

ACRES PER 1,000 PEOPLE

Community Inventory Survey Research
Input
E] Calculate the recreational value of community
planning areas that meet 2.8 acres standard

D m U Linda Vista CPA = 75 points per 1,000 people

D D Carmel Valley CPA = 69 points per 1,000 people
Mission Beach CPA = 190 points per 1,000 people

U U Navajo CPA = 72 points per 1,000 peaple

NEW CITY

PARK STANDARD

100 ][IU'

POINTS PER 1,000 PEOPLE
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. Draft Goals
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Parks, Public Facilities & Open Space

« Connected Recreation Network

Provide parks, trails, and public spaces within a
10-minute walk/roll or 20 - minute bike ride for
all community members.

- Equitable Access

Ensure access to parks and recreation for people
of all ages and abilities.

- Diverse Public Spaces

Expand opportunities for play, recreation, and
social interaction through a variety of public
spaces.
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Draft Goals

Parks, Public Facilities & Open Space

Maximize Public Lands

Optimize public lands and facilities to expand
recreational access and community benefits

- Improve Connectivity

Connect parks, trails, and natural areas through
walking, biking and transit networks

- Safe and Resilient Spaces

Create inclusive, safe, and resilient public spaces
that enhance community livability

- Celebrate Community Identity
Support cultural expression and social connections
through public spaces.
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Draft Park & Open Space Opportunities Overview

- Park opportunities are identified on City-owned and controlled land and other
publicly-owned land.

- Excess or eligible rights-of-way are also recommended as potential
opportunities for park spaces, identified as Active Streets and Other Green
Spaces. They vary in recreational value, with some parcels offering greater
potential when developed through cross-sector partnerships

* 89 proposed opportunities, including upgrades to existing parks and
open space and creation of new parks and open space

5,672.25 proposed additional recreation value points

* 4 existing and proposed aquatic complexes

154,360 SF of existing and proposed recreation center space
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Figure 7-1
Parks and Trails
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%@ Draft Mid-City Communities’ Recreation Summary

Table 7-2

Recreation Value Points Goal at Build Out : 22,700
Existing Proposed Future Opportunities
6,198.5 5,672.25 10,829.25

Recreation Center Space Goal at Build Out: 154,360 SF
Existing Proposed
82,672 SF 71,688 SF

Aquatic Complexes Goal at Build Out: 4
EX|st|ng Proposed
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I Potential Upgrades to Existing Parks - Highlights

() Colina Del Sol Community Park
() Azalea Neighborhood Park

G Dr. Bertha O Pendleton (Clay)
Neighborhood Park

@ Kensington Neighborhood Park
@ Wabash Neighborhood Park
G Ward Canyon Neighborhood Park
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I Potential Upgrades to Existing Parks

Q Colina Del Sol Community Park

- Expanding the recreation center to
accommodate additional programs and improve

o S 1S access.
AR . Active Recreation: disc golf, expanded tennis
; ' and/or basketball courts and sports lighting

« Amenities: a universally accessible children's
play area, an off-leash dog park, picnic shelters
and a community garden

| |
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I Potential Upgrades to Existing Parks

G Azalea Neighborhood Park

N

Expanding or replacing the recreation center
to accommodate additional programs.

« Active Recreation: pickleball and basketball
courts

o « Flexible Spaces: picnic shelters

_Center %é

- Amenities: a nature exploration playground,
recreational features for people with
disabilities, a community garden, fitness
stations, an off-leash dog area, scenic

overlooks and wayfinding signage
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I Potential Upgrades to Existing Parks

« Improve Connection to the adjacent Pendleton
(Clay) Elementary School Joint-use facility

« Active Recreation: sports lighting

| - v =l © Amenities: expanded play features, a
Jgi"t_i}ltse b LA community garden and fitness stations
: acClity g = P
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I Potential Upgrades to Existing Parks

Q Kensington Neighborhood Park

y -M‘ N i - Sharesits site with the KenSington-Normal
DS a7 e Heights Branch Library, which is
o BE W scomsave | recommended for replacement with a new

o v Ph . o (=g facility in the City's Vision 2040 Public Library
"?;'”"_Ji' Master Plan.
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 Active Recreation: bocce ball court or similar
recreational feature

- Amenities: an expanded play area, a public art or
placemaking element

=
o
=
o
o
o
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- Additional upgrades implemented in coordination
with the future library replacement
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Potential Upgrades to Existing Parks

G Wabash Neighborhood Park

A . . ~! -
S iy | 7T

Expanding the park to create additional
programming space

g AAY 1JIMS
[}

 Active Recreation: small sport courts, fitness
circuits

* Flexible Spaces: shaded plaza space

- Amenities: shaded seating area, public art and
placemaking elements, and a wayfinding signage
h system
| Y
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I Potential Upgrades to Existing Parks

Multi-Purpose  Flexible/Events
Lawn Plaza

Bus Stop New City Heights

W a b a s h Playground Restroom Wa;i{):?:a:;re/ S Gateway Sign
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B Q\\ NN T 9
} K % | & . -

« The expanded park
IS envisioned as a
gateway into City
Heights and a
welcoming public
square.

(@%\ PLAN
\Q¢/ MID-CITY PARKS & RECREATION BOARD | OCTOBER 2026 | MID-CITY COMMUNITIES PLAN UPDATE  [SSES]



I Potential Upgrades to Existing Parks

G Ward Canyon Neighborhood Park

1172 s BB ¥ . Incorporating and expanding the park
‘ | P * following the approved General
Development Plan.

» Flexible Spaces: shaded picnic area

« Amenities: Off-leash dog area, a
community garden

- A proposed small recreation center
within the western portion of the park
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I Potential New Park & Open Space Opportunltles - nghllghts
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@) Teralta Neighborhood Park Expansion -

@) South Chollas Lake Park

€©) Manzanita Place

@) Fairmount Avenue Pocket Park

@ Postal Pocket Park

(® Auburn Pocket Park & 50th St Place
6 Eugene Place Neighborhood Park

@ Kensington Hillsides Open Space
Loop Trail

@ 60th Street Mini Park & Carver
Elementary School Joint-Use

@ Thorn St Places

PLAN
,) MID- CITY

Keésington-
Talmadge

Noh‘"rki&l» i
.Heights :

College Area

North Park

Encanto

Greater Neighborhoods

Golden Hill

Southeastern
San Diego

PARKS & RECREATION BOARD | OCTOBER 2026 | MID-CITY COMMUNITIES PLAN UPDATE



Potential New Park Opportunities

a Teralta Nelghborhood Park Expansion

- A series of greenway parks, 3 blocks on each side
of the existing park, north and south

 Active Recreation: play areas, splash pads,
basketball courts with lighting, dog park.

- Flexible Spaces: Multi-purpose lawns, shaded
plazas, shade pavilions

- Amenities: Walking paths, wayfinding, interactive
elements, public art, and restrooms

« A 30-year plan for the community and shall be
considered as a part of future grant opportunities,
developer contributions, other capital improvement
fundings and a combination of funding sources.

POINT 4

=1
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I Potential New Park Opportunities

- Designate as a major park, creating a regional
a South Chollas Lake Park recreational destination, and serve as a civic
hub, in coordination with the proposed recreation
B TR N R center and the new Oak Park Branch Library just
- north of the park.

 Facilities: An aquatic complex

« Active Recreation: lighted active recreation fields
and courts, playgrounds, nature plays, dog parks,
climbing center, pump tracks, and special sports
such as the current tenant RC flyers

- Flexible Spaces: plazas, community garden

- Amenities: walking path, concession, restrooms,
shading

« Nature Elements: trails along the southern edge
of the park, native planting restoration areas
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Potential New Park Opportunities

wallER =

e_ South Chollas Lake Park

" Proposed Park
Landfill

Proposed
Aquatic
Complex
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I Potential New Park Opportunities

- A neighborhood plaza formalizing the existing

e Manzanita Place
' " Manzanita Gathering Place along 43rd Street

 Flexible Spaces: shade pavilions with seating

- Amenities: wayfinding signage,
interpretive/educational elements, walking paths,
and enhanced landscaping and tree canopy to
buffer from nearby traffic and contribute to the
urban canopy.

332]
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* Nature Elements: trail/open space connections and
overlooks, native planting restoration

« Programming to complement nearby Clark Middle
School and the Ocean Discovery Institute, and to
develop the site as a destination rather than a
throughway.
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I Potential New Park Opportunities

Proposed pocket park along Fairmount
Avenue overlooking Swan Canyon

Neighborhood-serving Active
Recreation/Flexible Spaces/Amenities:
children's play area, fitness circuits, a
shaded pavilion with seating, and public
art/placemaking elements.

{ 1-805

e
ce St
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I Potential New Park Opportunities

e Postal Pocket Park

« Repurposing the existing post office site
when it's no longer in operation in the
future, along Adam Ave, a commercial and
transit corridor

1S/3j01ou
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* Neighborhood-serving Active
Recreation/Flexible Spaces/Amenities:
s e sl B0 SRR Ao sports courts, fitness circuits, a shaded
NaamsThver el 2 " e pavilion with seating, restrooms,
Elﬂ,‘[jwﬁ - T wayfinding signage, and
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interpretive/educational elements
celebrating the site's postal history
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I Potential New Park Opportunities

G Auburn Pocket Park & 50th St Place

. ¥ < Transforming an informal gathering space along
University Avenue into a public park serving the diverse
immigrant communities of City Heights, including the
neighborhood's Somali population. The sites also offer
potential linkage south to Wightman Street
Neighborhood Park, contributing to a series of
community spaces along the University Avenue corridor.

- -n*-n-ﬁr,-
LF - L O o

- Redevelopment of an underutilized recreation
easement pocket park along University Avenue

1S 1UI0G) =
e T g
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g - Neighborhood-serving Active Recreation/Flexible
Spaces/Amenities: playgrounds, open lawn areas,
shaded seating, wayfinding signage, and
interpretive/cultural elements, shade & street trees
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I Potential New Park Opportunities

« Proposed neighborhood park on open space
parcels at the Eugene Place cul-de-sac

- Active Recreation: nature playgrounds, fitness
circuits

« Amenities: shaded seating, wayfinding
signage, and interpretive/educational elements

- Nature Elements: Native and pollinator
vegetation, tree canopy, trails
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Potential New Park Opportunities

Interpretive Educational Signage

Interstate 15 New Native Trees Plaza Nature Play Trailhead Sign  Nature Play

-

Eugene Place
Neighborhood
Park
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Potential New Park
Opportunities

Kensington Hillsides Open
Space Loop Trail

* Proposed 4-mile loop trail
system through the Kensington
Hillsides Open Space

« Trailheads, seating areas,
interpretive/educational
signage, scenic overlooks, and
wayfinding throughout
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Potential New Park Opportunities

Overlook Trail Fairmont Ave Guardrail
with seating

Kensington
Hillsides
Open Space
Loop Trail
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I Park Opportunities

9 Carver Elementary Joint Use & 60th Street Pocket Park

410
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Joint-use Programs: multi-purpose turf field,
hard courts, fitness path and play areas
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- Pocket Park: children's play area, dog park,
multi-purpose lawn area, shaded seating,
wayfinding signage, placemaking and
educational elements

« The park shall provide access to the
adjacent Carver Elementary Joint-Use
Facility and connect to the Chollas
Community Park North
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Potential New Park Opportunities

Dog Park Multi-Purpose Lawn Playground

Carver .
Elementary
Joint Use & '
60th Street

Pocket Park
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I Potential New Park Opportunities

- Redwood St Place, Glade St Place, Hasty St Place, Thorn St Place

* Neighborhood-serving Spaces/Amenities: seating with shade, fitness
circuit, small plazas, community gardens, and wayfinding signage.
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2%, Key Policies
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Parks & Public Facilities

Inclusive Park Design Multi-Level Recreation Centers

Design parks for play, recreation, learning Maximize limited land through multi-level

and social interaction for all ages. facilities with complementary community uses.
New Parks & Recreation Spaces Facility Improvements

Replace, expand and upgrade public facilities and

Encourage pocket parks, plazas and recreation _ .
infrastructure to meet community needs.

facilities as part of new development.

Trail Connections & Access Joint-Use Opportunities

Expand trail connections and recreational Expand community access to school facilities and
access through easements and land coordinate long-term maintenance and operations.
acquisition.
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A%, First Draft Engagement
=0 895

Recent/Upcoming Engagement on the First Draft

Working Group Meeting - Sept. 18

Community Planning Group Meetings

- Normal Heights (9/1) | Eastern Area (9/8) | City Heights (9/14) | Kensington-Talmadge (9/21)

Focus Groups

- Transportation Equity & Affordable Housing Task Force (8/26) | Business Improvement Districts (9/10)
Somali Town Cultural District (10/24) | Little Saigon Cultural District (TBD)

Boards & Commissions (info only) - Fall 2026

- Mobility Board (9/2) | Park & Recreation Board (10/15) | Planning Commission 34 Workshop (11/19)

Public Comment Form - Closed 10/02
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%@ Next Steps & How to Stay Involved

- Release Second Draft - Jan/Feb 2027

- Additional mobility, parks and urban design studies
- Open Houses - February/March 2027
- Boards & Commissions (for Recommendation) - Spring 2027

- Stay involved - Visit the Plan Update Website & Sign-Up for Email
Updates @ www.PlanMidCity.org

Email Us
Send additional comments, suggestions or questions to PlanMidCity@SanDiego.gov and a Community
Planner will get back to you.
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