








The City of San Diego's CEQA Significance Determination Thresholds states if a project would 
generate noise levels at the property line which exceed the City's Noise Ordinance Standards it could 
be considered potentially significant (such as projects operating generators or noisy equipment). 
Further, If a non-residential use, such as a commercial use, is proposed to abut an existing 
residential use, the decibel level at the property line should be arithmetic mean of the decibel levels 
allowed for each use as set forth in Section 59.5.0401 of the Municipal Code. 

A Noise Analysis Report was prepared by Salem Engineering Group, Inc., June 3, 2021. The 
consultant conducted short term 15-minute noise measurements from hydrogen equipment similar 
to the equipment that would be used on the subject site. Measurements were taken August 12, 2020 
and September 14, 2020. These measurements were taken during evening and nighttime hours 
when there is reduced traffic and noise onsite, and at various distances and at three different angles 
from the hydrogen equipment. Noise levels from onsite operational noise sources were estimated 
at adjacent prop_erty lines to the north, northeast and east. The proposed hydrogen fuel equipment 
would be located approximately 50 feet south of the residential zone to the north. San Diego 
Avenue and West Washington Street border the site to the west and south, therefore noise 
estimates were not calcu lated at the western and southern property lines. The property is zoned CC-
3-6 (Commercial Community). Surrounding zones include RM-2-5 (Residential Multiple Unit) to the 
north, and CC-3-6 to the east. According to the City Noise Standards, operational noise from the 
hydrogen fuel equipment cannot exceed 60 dBA Leq from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., 55 dBA Leq from 
7:00 p.m.to 10:00 p.m. and 52.5 dBA from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. at the northern property line per 
the City's Municipal Code. Noise levels from the proposed hydrogen equipment would range from 
approximately 56 to 64 dBA Leq, at 15 feet. Therefore, at 50 feet noise levels would range from 
approximately 46 to 54 dBA Leq. At 55 feet noise levels would similarly range from approximately 45 
to 53 dBA Leq. Noise levels would exceed City noise limits from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. at the 
northern property line by approximately 1.5 dBA. The analysis concluded with implementation of 
the CMU wall, as a project design feature, noise levels would range from approximately 41 to 49 dBA 
Leq at the northern property line which would not exceed City noise level standards. The analysis 
also stated that vibration levels from the use of construction equipment Uackhammer) would not 
exceed the vibration thresholds at the closest sensitive receiver. Impacts would be less than 
significant and mitigation would not be required. 

Based on the foregoing analysis and information, there is no evidence that the project would require 
a major change to the Negative Declaration. The project would not result in any new significant 
impacts, nor would a substantial increase in the severity of impacts from that described in the 
Negative Oeclaration. 

Paleontological Resources 

Chevron Station/West Washington Street ND 

As noted in ND no. 88-0072, the project would not result in the loss of paleontological resources. No 
impacts or mitigation was required. 

Project 
According to the City's Geographic Information System (GIS) map layer the project is located in Very 
Old Paralic Deposits, Unit 11 which is moderately sensitive for paleontological resources. The 

5 



project proposes 79 cubic yards of cut at a maximum depth of cut of 5.5 feet (under the building 
footprint) and maximum depth of cut of 3.25 feet (outside the building footprint). Based on the 
information provided the project would not meet the City's CEQA Significance Determination 
Thresholds of 2,000 cubic yards of cut at a depth of cut of 10 feet or greater. Therefore, the project 
would not impact paleontological resources, monitoring will not be required . 

Based on the foregoing analysis and information, there is no evidence that the project would require 
a major change to the Negative Declaration. The project would not result in any new significant 
impact, nor would a substantial increase in the severity of impacts from that described in the 
Negative Declaration. 

Historical Resources (Archaeology) 

Chevron S_tation/West Washington Street ND 

As noted in ND no. 88-0072, the project would not result in the alteration of or the destruction of a 
prehistoric or historic archaeological site or cultural resources. No impacts or mitigation was 
required. 

Project 
Based on the information provided the project would have some ground disturbance from 
installation of the hydrogen equipment on the subject site. On December 6, 2020, Qualified City Staff 
(QCS) conducted a California Historic Resources Information System (CHRIS) database search at this 
location . QCS indicated that no archaeological sites were identified for this location. QCS further 
stated the property has already been disturbed by the existing development and would not 
recommend any archaeological mitigation. Monitoring was not required for this project. 

Based on the foregoing analysis and information, there is no evidence that the project would require 
a major change to the Negative Declaration. The project would not result in any new significant 
impact, nor would a substantial increase in the severity of impacts from that described in the 
Negative Declaration. 

VI. MITIGATION, MONITORING, AND REPORTING PROGRAM (MMRP) 
INCORPORATED INTO THE PROJECT 

None required. 

VII. IMPACT SIGNIFICANCE 

The ND identified that the project would not result in significant impacts. This Addendum 
also identifies that a·11 project impacts would be below a level of significance, consistent with 
the previously certified ND. 

VIII. CERTIFICATION 
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Copies of the addendum, the adopted ND, and associated project-specific technical 
appendices, if any, may be reviewed in the office of the Development Services Department, 
or purchased for the cost of reproduction. 

t Services Department 

Analyst: R. Benally 

Attachments: 
Figure 1: Location Map 
Figure 2: Site Plan 
Negative Declaration No. 88-0072 
Negative Declaration No. 94-0641 
Appendix A-Preliminary Drainage Study 
Appendix 8-Noise Study 
Appendix C-Sight and Distance 
Appendix D-Climate Action Plan Checklist 

February 10. 2022 
Date of Final Report 

Appendix E-County of San Diego's Department of Environmental Health and Quality 
Letter, dated June 16, 2021 
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Digital-First Element Fuel Station 

Location Map 
Environmental Analysis Section Project No. 658005 
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