THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO

M EMORANDUM

DATE: August 15, 2019

TO: Distribution

FROM: James Nagelvoort, City Engineer

SUBJECT: Additional Temporary Traffic Control Standard for Open Trench Sign on
Barricade

Temporary traffic control plans are required for all public improvement projects in the right-
of-way (ROW) and City properties. These plans shall conform with the adopted City, State and
Federal standards including the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD). In addition to these standards, new stricter requirements, signs and barricades, as
discussed below, are necessary to maintain the health and safety of the public, pedestrian and
bicyclist during construction.

Effective immediately, “OPEN TRENCH” C27 (CA) sign on Type 3 barricade (open trench sign)
shall be installed as additional temporary traffic control device within the ROW and City
properties. The following are guidelines for the installations:

1. All new construction projects with trenches that are greater than 3 inches in depth
in the public ROW and City properties are required to install open trench signs.
The attached Figure A is a depiction of the placements of this sign.

2. The open trench signs shall be placed on all open trenches in accordance with
California MUTCD Section 6F.103 (CA).

3. Continues barricade preventing bikers and pedestrians from entering the
construction zone from the direction of the traffic flow shall be installed near the
trench area.

In addition to this open trench sign, all other appropriate traffic control devices, signage and
markings per the California MUTCD shall be shown on all temporary traffic control plans.
These plans shall be reviewed and approved by the City prior to construction.
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Please notify your Project Managers, Resident Engineers, designers, consultants, and
maintenance crews of the new standard. If you have any questions or need additional
information, contact Corson Smith at 619-446-5108 (SmithCT@sandiego.gov) or Ahmed
Aburahmah at 858-495-4740 (AAburahmah@sandiego.gov).

James NagelVoort, PE C-55919
City Ep&eer

Attachment: Figure A — Open Trench Sign on Barricade Placement
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SEE NOTE 4
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GENERAL NOTES:

1. THIS LAYOUT FOR OPEN TRENCH SIGNS ON BARRICADE ONLY APPLIES TO TRENCHES THAT ARE GREATER
THAN 3 INCHES IN DEPTH.

2. TRENCHES SHALL BE IDENTIFIED BY ALTERNATING OPEN TRENCH (C27(CA)) AND NO SHOULDER (C31A(CA))
SIGNS SET IN THE TRENCH AT INTERVALS OF 200" MINIMUM AND NOT TO EXCEED 2,000 FEET.

3. REMOVE BARRICADE IF THERE IS NO BIKE LANE.
4. BIKE LANE NEXT TO OPEN TRENCH SHALL BE CLOSED.

5. ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE AND TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES SHALL BE SHOWN ON ALL TEMPORARY
TRAFFIC CONTROL PLANS.

6. CONTINUOUS BARRICADE PREVENTING BIKERS AND PEDESTRIAN FROM ENTERING THE CONSTRUCTION ZONE
FROM THE DIRECTION OF THE TRAFFIC FLOW SHALL BE INSTALLED NEAR THE TRENCH AREA.

FIGURE A - OPEN TRENCH SIGN ON BARRICADE PLACEMENT
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