
THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

M  E  M  O  R  A  N  D  U  M 

OFFICE OF THE INDEPENDENT BUDGET ANALYST 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

June 4, 2018 

Honorable Councilmember Ward 

Andrea Tevlin, Independent Budget Analyst 

SUBJECT: Responses to the Request for Additional Transitional Storage Facility Locations 

________________________________________________________ 

This memorandum compiles responses to your request for City Councilmembers to 
recommend sites within their districts for other transitional storage facilities. Responses from 
District 1, your office, District 5, District 6, District 8, and District 9 are included as an 
attachment. 

District 1 
Councilmember Bry recommends that the following sites be further researched by staff: 

Site 1 
Address 10435 Sorrento Valley Road, San Diego, CA 92121 (approximate) 
Ownership City owned; Managed by Real Estate Assets Department 
Site Code K305PM 
Zoning IL-3-1 

Notes 

• 12 acres
• 14-minute walk from the nearest Coaster and Pacific

Surfliner Transit Station 
• Designated use has been on hold for further study
• No erected structures exist on the parcel

Site 2 
Address 3350 La Jolla Village Drive, San Diego, CA 92161 
Ownership Veteran Affairs San Diego Healthcare System 

Notes 

• Councilmember Bry proposes the City contact the Veteran
Affairs San Diego Healthcare System about a partnership
with the City to allow the City to use the space for a
transitional storage facility
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District 3 
Your office proposes the following two sites: 

Site 1 

Address Golden Hall located in the Civic Center Plaza; 202 C Street, San 
Diego, CA 92101 

Ownership City owned 

Notes 

• Site has multiple rooms currently used for City storage or
smaller functions that can be converted to store
belongings

• Site has multiple entrances and exits which may allow for
transitional storage and scheduled events to coexist

Site 2 

Address Former Downtown Johnny Brown’s located in the Civic Center 
Plaza; 1220 Third Avenue, San Diego, CA 92101  

Ownership City owned 
Notes • Unoccupied space that could hold storage bins

District 5 
Councilmember Kersey notes the practical limitations of establishing a transitional storage 
center in District 5. However, his office is working with partners to connect individuals 
experiencing homelessness with employment opportunities, and anticipates sharing this 
strategy with the Select Committee on Homelessness when details are finalized. 

District 6 
Councilmember Cate recommended sites that could potentially be used to provide 
homelessness services in his homelessness priority memorandum issued September 12, 2017. 
In it, the following two sites could possibly be suitable for a transitional storage facility after 
further research is conducted by staff: 

Site 1 
Address 5748 Copley Drive, San Diego, CA 92111 
Ownership City owned; operated by Public Utilities Department 
Zoning IL-2-1 

Notes 

• 23.75 acres
• It is noted that the site could also be a future joint San

Diego Police and Fire Department operation center.
According to the Kearny Mesa Community Plan, this use
would require a Planned Industrial Development permit
amendment.
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Site 2 
Address Convoy Street & Copley Park Place, San Diego, CA 92111 
Ownership City owned 
Zoning AR-1-1 

Notes 
• 3.27 acres of unimproved land
• Broad scope Request for Proposal has been released by

the Real Estate Assets Department

District 8 
Councilmember Alvarez requests that the former Central Library and the former Chargers 
Headquarter facility be thoroughly vetted as potential locations for transitional storage 
facilities. Specifically, he requests:  

“a full analysis on the feasibility of these sites with a description of improvements 
needed, any anticipated costs by the City for these sites to serve as a warehouse 
and/or temporary shelter, analysis comparing costs from utilizing these sites versus 
utilizing other locations, etc.” 

Site 1 
Address Former Central Library: 820 E Street, San Diego, CA 92101 
Ownership City owned 

Notes 

• Approximately 0.688 acre parcel
• Councilmember Alvarez states that though this site has

been described as not feasible to provide homeless
services, no independent analysis has been presented to
demonstrate this claim.

Site 2 

Address Former Chargers Headquarter facility: 4020 Murphy Canyon 
Road, San Diego, CA 92123 

Ownership  City owned 

Notes 

• Councilmember Alvarez states that the facility has
bathrooms and showers so it could serve as a transitional
storage facility or a temporary shelter for homeless
individuals, or both.

District 9 
Councilmember Gomez recommends the two sites below for consideration. If either are 
selected, her office states that they would like to have additional conversations about the space 
requirements and the community notification process. 
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Site 1 

Address 
Wesley United Methodist Church parking lot: 5380 El Cajon 
Boulevard, San Diego, CA 92115 (preferred site) 

Ownership Wesley United Methodist Church 
Zoning Central Urbanized Planned District CU-2-3 and CU-2-4 

Notes 

• It is noted that the site is a parking lot so a storage
structure would need to be constructed on the site

• Site is located on El Cajon Boulevard which is directly on
the bus rapid transit line

• Office states that homelessness services currently take
place at this site several times per week

Site 2 

Address 
Mid-City Gymnasium Parking Lot: 43rd Street and Landis Street, 
San Diego, CA 92115 (second option) 

Ownership City owned 
Zoning Central Urbanized Planned District CU-2-5 

Notes 

• It is noted that the site is a parking lot so a storage
structure would need to be constructed on the site

• Site is located adjacent to Fairmount Avenue which is
served by transit

• Office indicates some reservations with this site

Though a memorandum was not submitted for District 4, staff indicated that there were no 
vacant buildings or lots that could be recommended for a storage facility. Please contact Jillian 
Kissee at 619-236-6457 should you have any questions. 

Andrea Tevlin 
Independent Budget Analyst 

AT/jk 

Attachment:  1. Districts 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, and 9 Responses to Request for Additional Transitional 
Storage Facility Locations 

cc: Keely Halsey, Deputy City Attorney, Office of the City Attorney 
Jessica Lawrence, Director of Finance Policy and Council Affairs, Office of the Mayor 
Jonathan Herrera, Senior Advisor on Homelessness 





 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
OFFICE OF COUNCILMEMBER CHRISTOPHER WARD 

THIRD COUNCIL DISTRICT 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
DATE:  April 20, 2018 
 
TO: Jillian Kissee 
  
FROM: Councilmember Christopher Ward 
  
SUBJECT:  Response to Request for Additional Transitional Storage Facility 

Locations 
 
 
During the March 20th, 2018 City Council meeting in which the Transitional Storage Center at 
2oth and Commercial was approved, Councilmember Georgette Gomez highlighted the need 
for homeless storage centers throughout the City and stated her willingness to open a similar 
facility in her district. As the Chair of the Select Committee on Homelessness and a firm 
supporter of additional storage facilities, I sent a memorandum to all my Council colleagues 
on March 23rd, 2018 requesting that they identify and recommend specific sites in their 
districts that could serve as a storage location. I have completed the same analysis for the 
Third Council District and the proposed sites are listed below. 
 

 Golden Hall – Located in the Civic Center Plaza, this City owned facility has multiple 
rooms currently used for City storage or smaller functions that can be converted to 
store a limited amount of belongings. Multiple entrances and exits to the facility may 
allow for transitional storage and scheduled events to coexist.  
 

 Former “Downtown Johnny Brown’s” – Located in the Civic Center Plaza and owned 
by the City of San Diego, this is an unoccupied space that could hold storage bins 
similar to those currently used at our storage facility and intended for use at the new 
facility. 

 
The City’s only operating Transitional Storage Center is in the Third Council District at 16th 
and Imperial Avenue. Its success and seamless integration into the East Village neighborhood 
has been beneficial to that community and should serve as the model for any and all 
additional centers. The three bridge shelters, one in East Village and another in the bordering 
neighborhood of Barrio Logan, also provide storage for their clients. 
 
I look forward to reviewing the submitted recommendations and discussing these with my 
colleagues on the Select Committee on Homelessness.  
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Request for Additional Transitional Storage Facility Locations 

April 20, 2018 

 

 

 
 
 
Cc:   
Keely Halsey, Office of the City Attorney 
Jessica Lawrence, Office of the Mayor 
Jonathan Herrera, Senior Advisor on Homeless Coordination 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

DATE: May 30, 2018 

 

TO:  Jillian Kissee, Office of the Independent Budget Analyst 

 

FROM: Councilmember Mark Kersey  

 

RE: Request for Additional Transitional Storage Facility Locations 
 

 

This is in response to Select Committee on Homelessness Chair Chris Ward’s March 23, 2018 

memorandum requesting potential Transitional Storage Facility locations in every Council 

District in San Diego. 

 

I share the belief that homeless-serving facilities should not be concentrated in a single Council 

District but also acknowledge the practical limitations on where these facilities have value. 

Locating a transitional storage facility in District Five—given its negligible unsheltered 

homeless population and distance from the epicenter of the crisis—would be an indefensible use 

of resources.  

 

However, District Five can and will contribute in what I believe to be the spirit of this request: 

every community in the City coming together to help homeless San Diegans get back on their 

feet. My office is working with partners in the Fifth District on an effort to connect people 

overcoming homelessness with employment opportunities. I look forward to sharing the strategy 

with my colleagues on the Select Committee on Homelessness once details are finalized. 

COUNCILMEMBER MARK KERSEY 
 







































• Wesley United Methodist Church 

Located at 5380 El Cajon Blvd, San Diego, CA 92115.

As this site is currently a parking lot, a storage structure would need to be constructed on the site. 

The site is zoned Central Urbanized Planned District CU-2-3 and CU-2-4. 

The site is located on El Cajon Boulevard which is directly on the bus rapid transit line. 



• Mid-City Gymnasium Parking Lot 

Located at 43rd Street and Landis Street, San Diego CA 92115. 
As this site is currently a parking lot, a storage structure would 
need to be constructed on the site. 
The site is zoned Central Urbanized Planned District CU-2-5. 
The site is owned by the City of San Diego. 
This site is located adjacent to Fairmount Avenue which is 
served by transit. 
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