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SUMMARY

The City of San Diego (the City) is preparing community plan updates for various communities 
within San Diego. The City requires a constraints analysis and cultural resources sensitivity 
analysis for prehistoric resources in support of the community plan update for the community of 
Greater North Park. The community of Greater North Park is located in the mesa top bounded by 
Mission Valley to the north, the community of Uptown to the west, Balboa Park and the 
community of Greater Golden Hill to the south, and Interstate (I) 805 and I-15 to the east.

A records search was conducted by the City using the California Historical Resources 
Information System. An updated records search was conducted by AECOM at San Diego State 
University’s South Coastal Information Center in June 2011 and the Museum of Man in 
November 2012. The archival search consisted of an archaeological and historical records and 
literature review. The results of the records search indicated that 42 previous investigations have 
been conducted and seven cultural resources have been recorded within the community of 
Greater North Park. These resources consist of a prehistoric lithic scatter, two prehistoric isolated 
finds, and four historic refuse deposits. In addition to a records search, a Sacred Lands File check 
from the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) indicated that sacred lands have been 
identified within the vicinity of the community of Greater North Park. The NAHC provided 
AECOM with a list of local tribal entities and other interested parties, and a consultation 
program is in the process of being conducted in coordination with the City.

Based on the records search, the NAHC Sacred Lands File check, and regional environmental 
factors for the community of Greater North Park, two cultural sensitivity levels have been 
identified. As the majority of the area is developed, the cultural sensitivity for the community of 
Greater North Park is low. However, the community contains several previously recorded sites 
and/or undeveloped land that has not been previously surveyed, and the cultural sensitivity in 
these areas is considered high.

Participation of local Native American tribes is crucial to the protection of cultural resources. 
Native American participation is required for all levels of future investigations in the Greater 
North Park community in accordance with the City’s Historical Resources Guidelines (City of 
San Diego 2001). Areas that have not been developed should be surveyed to determine presence 
or absence of historical resources and whether additional evaluation is required. In areas that 
have been previously developed, additional ground-disturbing activities may require further 
evaluation and/or monitoring.
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INTRODUCTION

The City of San Diego (the City) is preparing community plan updates for various communities 
within the City of San Diego. The City has required a constraints analysis and cultural resources 
sensitivity analysis for prehistoric resources in support of the community plan update for the 
community of Greater North Park. The community of Greater North Park is located in the mesa 
top bounded by Mission Valley to the north, the community of Uptown to the west, Balboa Park 
and the community of Greater Golden Hill to the south, and Interstate (I) 805 and I-15 to the 
east.

A records search was conducted by the City using the California Historical Resources
Information System (CHRIS) in support of the Greater North Park community plan update. 
AECOM conducted a literature review at the South Coastal Information Center (SCIC) and a 
records search update at the San Diego Museum of Man. This report documents the records 
search and literature review results, and identifies the prehistoric cultural resources sensitivity for 
the community of Greater North Park.

PROJECT PERSONNEL

Resumes for key project personnel are presented in Appendix A. Senior technical review was 
provided by Rebecca Apple, MA, Registered Professional Archaeologist (RPA). Project 
management and primary point of contact for AECOM was provided by Stacey Jordan-Connor, 
PhD, RPA. Cheryl Bowden-Renna and Stephanie Jow prepared this technical report. The 
paleoenvironmental section was authored by Andrew York, MA, RPA.
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SETTING

The following discussion begins with a review of past and current environment settings and the 
basic framework of human occupation of coastal Southern California, specifically the San Diego 
area and including the community of Greater North Park.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Paleoenvironmental Setting

The early Holocene was a time of environmental transition, with a number of global climatic 
trends resulting in biotic and habitat adjustments in what is now coastal Southern California. 
Although temperatures in the Northern Hemisphere were characterized by pronounced warming 
in the early Holocene (West et al. 2007), local climates in what is now the San Diego area may 
have been relatively cool and wet due to the influence of coastal fog produced by upwelling and 
the resultant cold sea surface temperatures (Pope et al. 2004). In general, however, the early 
Holocene was a time of climatic warming in coastal California, resulting in a number of changes 
to biotic communities, most prominently being the retreat of coniferous forests and the expansion 
of oak woodland throughout most of the region.

The most significant environmental change at this time, however, was likely the stabilization of 
sea levels. By the time people first arrived in what is now the San Diego area, sea levels had 
been rising rapidly for several thousand years, pausing only briefly at approximately 11,500 
years before present (B.P.) for the Younger Dryas re-glaciation and again for another global 
cooling event in approximately 8200 B.P. (Masters and Aiello 2007). This rapid transgression 
flooded coastal drainages, resulting in a series of deep embayments along the coast of what is 
now San Diego County during the early Holocene. Current data suggest, however, that sea level 
rise, which had reached maximum rates of 2 to 4 meters per century, began to stabilize by 
approximately 8000 B.P., and approached the current level by approximately 6000 B.P. This 
slowing of the transgression allowed the accumulation of sediment at lagoon margins, resulting 
in a complex mosaic of biotic habitats that provided prehistoric populations with a wide array of 
marine, riparian, and terrestrial resources.

The middle Holocene climate in what is now coastal Southern California was marked by 
pronounced warming and increased aridity between approximately 7800 and 5000 B.P. (Carbone 
1991), which was consistent with a broader warming trend seen elsewhere during this interval. 
This was followed by a cool, moist interval that persisted until approximately 2,000 years ago in 
what is now coastal Southern California (Davis 1992).

Due largely to their more recent occurrence, climatic changes in the coastal Southern California 
area during the past 2,000 years are much better understood. Among the clearest of these records 
is a 1,600-year tree-ring record reported by Larson and Michaelson (1989) for the Transverse 
Ranges and the pollen record from San Joaquin Marsh. During the early portion of their 
sequence (A.D. 500 to 1000), Larson and Michaelson (1989) record relatively high variability in 
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yearly precipitation totals. During the first 150 years of the reconstruction, approximately A.D. 
500 to 650, climatic conditions were characterized by moderately low precipitation levels. This 
period was followed by very low rainfall levels, which lasted from approximately A.D. 650 to 
800. Extreme drought was experienced between approximately A.D. 750 and 770. The 
succeeding 200 years, approximately A.D. 800 to 1000, was a sustained high-precipitation period 
unmatched in the entire 1,600-year reconstruction.

Paleoclimatic records from a wide variety of contexts consistently indicate that the period 
between approximately 1,000 and 700 years ago (A.D. 1000 to 1300) was characterized by 
generally higher temperatures and periods of extreme drought. This event, known as the 
Medieval Warm Period or the Medieval Climatic Anomaly, has received considerable attention, 
due both to the apparent severity of the droughts and to its apparent coincidence with important 
cultural changes described throughout the prehistoric archaeological record of California (Jones 
et al. 1999; Raab and Larson 1998). Evidence of severe drought and increasing temperatures at 
this time is documented for the Sierra Nevada area by Stine (1990, 1994) and Graumlich (1993), 
and is documented along the Southern California coast by Larson and Michaelson (1989). Larson 
and Michaelson’s (1989) data indicate that the interval between approximately A.D. 1100 and 
1250 was one of continued drought, particularly between approximately A.D. 1120 and 1150.

During prehistoric occupation of the area, native vegetation was composed of chamise chaparral 
(chamise [Adenstoma fasciculatum]), coastal sage scrub, and mixed chaparral vegetation 
communities. Major constituents of chaparral are chaise, ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.), and scrub 
oak (Quercus beberidifolia and Q. dumosa). Coastal sage scrub communities were characterized 
by coastal sage brush (Artemisia californica), black sage (Salvia mellifera), white sage (S. 
apiana), laurel sumac (Malosma laurina), lemonade berry (Rhus integrifolia), California 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), brittle bush (Encelia californica), and toyon (Heteromeles 
arbutifolia).

Coastal sage scrub and chaparral may have been less extensive than today in the North Park area 
because of intentional burning and management by native peoples. Padre Juan Crespi noted in 
his journal during the Portola Expedition in 1769 (Bolton 1927) the presence of grasslands or 
pasture in the area, and rarely noted passing through chaparral or brush. He also made repeated 
reference to natives burning the grasslands. Grasslands were probably more widespread as a 
result (Bean and Lawton 1968, 1973; Bean and Shipek 1978:552; Lawton 1974; Lawton and 
Bean 1968). Native bunch grasses are thought to have been an economic staple, second only to 
acorns in the pre-contact economy of Southern California (Bean and Lawton 1973; Bean and 
Shipek 1978; White 1963). Grass seeds were a staple food resource second only to acorns in the 
Late Prehistoric native diet (Bean and Shipek 1978; White 1963). Coast live oak (Quercus 
agrifolia), the acorns of which were a favored food resource, were probably more plentiful on 
northern exposures and valleys of the area than they are today. Acorns of scrub oak were 
considered less desirable but were also a food resource for Late Prehistoric populations. Mature 
coastal sage scrub and chaparral may have provided resources to prehistoric populations.

Major wildlife species found in this environment prehistorically were coyote (Canis latrans); 
mule deer (Odocoilus hemionus); grizzly bear (Ursus arctos); mountain lion (Felis concolor); 
rabbit (Sylvilagus auduboni); jackrabbit (Lepus californicus); and various rodents, the most 
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notable of which are valley pocket gopher (Thomomys bottae), California ground squirrel 
(Ostospermophilus beecheyi), and dusky footed woodrat (Neotoma fuscipes) (Head 1972). 
Rabbits, jackrabbits, and rodents were very important to the prehistoric diet; deer were somewhat 
less significant for food, but were an important source of leather, bone, and antlers.

Existing Natural Setting

The community of Greater North Park is located on a mesa top above and to the south of the San 
Diego River. Mission Valley borders the area to the north, the community of Uptown is to the 
west, Balboa Park and the community of Greater Golden Hill are to the south, and I-805 and I-15 
are to the east (Figures 1, 2, and 3). The community of Greater North Park has been developed 
since the 1920s into residential neighborhoods and commercial use areas along the major 
thoroughfares, interspersed with relatively untouched steep canyons that lead to Mission Valley 
to the north and Las Choyas Valley to the southeast (Figure 4). Vegetation in the canyons are 
composed of chamise chaparral, coastal sage scrub, and mixed chaparral vegetation 
communities. Major constituents of chaparral are chaise, ceanothus, and scrub oak. Coastal sage 
scrub communities are characterized by coastal sage brush, black sage, white sage, laurel sumac, 
lemonade berry, California buckwheat, brittle bush, and toyon. Nonnatives such as planted cacti 
and palm trees and nonnative grasses can also be found. These canyons are wildlife corridors 
and, prehistorically, they were probably travel routes into the valley areas, as they are today. 
Native bunch grasslands, which were plentiful during prehistoric times, are now essentially gone 
along the coastal strip due to overgrazing, which began in the Mexican period and peaked in the 
late 19th century (Schoenherr 1992:538), and development of the area from the Mexican period 
to the present. However, bunchgrass can still be found sometimes as an understory beneath 
coastal sage scrub and stands of invasive mustard and wild radish.

CULTURAL SETTING

Prehistory

The prehistoric cultural sequence in San Diego County is generally thought of as three basic 
periods: the Paleoindian, locally characterized by the San Dieguito complex; the Archaic, 
characterized by the cobble and core technology of the La Jollan and Pauma complexes; and the 
Late Prehistoric, marked by the appearance of ceramics, small arrow points, and cremation burial 
practices. Late Prehistoric materials in southern San Diego County, known as Yuman I and 
Yuman II, are believed to represent the ancestral Kumeyaay.

Paleoindian Period
In San Diego County, the Paleoindian period is represented by the San Dieguito complex, as 
identified by Rogers (1929, 1939, 1945) and Warren (1966, 1968; Warren et al. 1993). The earliest 
well-documented sites in the San Diego area belonging to the San Dieguito complex are thought to 
be older than 9,000 years (Warren 1967). Related materials, sometimes called the Lake Mojave 
complex, have been found in the Mojave Desert and in the Great Basin (e.g., Campbell et al. 1937; 
Warren and Ore 1978). Diagnostic artifact types and categories associated with the San Dieguito 
complex include scraper planes, choppers, scraping tools, crescentics, and elongated bifacial 
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knives, as well as Silver Lake, Lake Mojave, and leaf-shaped projectile points (Rogers 1939; 
Warren 1967). Like the Lake Mojave complex, the San Dieguito complex is thought to represent 
an early emphasis on generalized hunting. There are few or no milling implements in most San 
Dieguito components. In areas adjacent to the coast, many Paleoindian period sites have probably 
been covered by rising sea levels since the end of the Pleistocene. In more inland regions, alluvial 
sedimentation in valley areas may have covered these materials. The stable mesa landforms in the 
region, the abundance of appropriate lithic material, and soil column exposures along areas such as 
the San Dieguito River have made the foothills an important area for Paleoindian research. At the 
Harris site (CA-SDI-149), approximately 20 miles north of the project area, these materials were 
first identified in stratigraphic context.

Archaic Period
The Archaic period (8000 to 1500 B.P.) brings a shift toward a more generalized economy and 
an increased emphasis on seed resources, small game, and shellfish. The local cultural 
manifestations of the Archaic period are called the La Jollan complex along the coast and the 
Pauma complex inland (True 1958). Pauma complex sites lack the shell that dominates many La 
Jollan complex site assemblages. The La Jollan tool assemblage is dominated by rough, cobble-
based choppers and scrapers, as well as slab and basin metates. There has been considerable 
debate about whether San Dieguito and La Jollan patterns might represent the same people using 
different environments and subsistence techniques or whether they are separate cultural patterns 
(e.g., Bull 1983; Gallegos 1987; Warren et al. 1993). However, there seems to have been some 
reorientation in settlement from coastal sites to inland settings during the latter portion of this 
period in what is now northern San Diego County. This appears at approximately 4,000 years 
ago and is thought to relate to the final phases of Holocene sea level rise and resultant siltation of 
the formerly productive coastal lagoons in what is now northern San Diego County. There 
appears to be no significant silting in Mission Bay, San Diego Bay, or the Tijuana River estuary, 
and no reduction in settlement along the coast south of Mission Bay (Gallegos 1987; Warren et 
al. 1993).

Late Prehistoric Period
The Late Prehistoric period (1500 to 200 B.P.) is characterized by higher population densities 
and elaborations in social, political, and technological systems. Economic systems diversified 
and intensified during this period, with the continued elaboration of trade networks, the use of 
shell-bead currency, and the appearance of more labor-intensive but effective technological 
innovations. Subsistence is thought to have focused on acorns and grass seeds, with small game 
serving as a primary protein resource and big game as a secondary resource. Fish and shellfish 
were also secondary resources, except in areas immediately adjacent to the coast where they 
assumed primary importance (Bean and Shipek 1978:552; Sparkman 1908:200). The settlement 
system is characterized by seasonal villages where people used a central-based collecting 
subsistence strategy. Artifactual material is characterized by the presence of arrow shaft 
straighteners, pendants, comales (heating stones), Tizon Brownware pottery, ceramic figurines 
reminiscent of Hohokam styles, ceramic “Yuman bow pipes,” ceramic rattles, miniature pottery 
vessels, various cobble-based tools (e.g., scrapers, choppers, hammerstones), bone awls, manos 
and metates, and mortars and pestles. The arrow-point assemblage is dominated by the Desert 
Side-notched series, but the Cottonwood series and the Dos Cabazas Serrated type also occur. 
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Late Prehistoric materials found in southern San Diego County, known as Yuman I and Yuman 
II, are believed to represent the ancestral Kumeyaay.

Ethnohistory

The Ethnohistoric Period, sometimes referred to as the ethnographic present, commences with 
the earliest European arrival in what is now San Diego and continued through the Spanish and 
Mexican periods and into the American period. The founding of Mission San Diego de Alcalá in 
1769 brought about profound changes in the lives of the Kumeyaay. The coastal Kumeyaay were 
quickly brought into the mission system or died from introduced diseases. The earliest accounts 
of Native American life in what is now San Diego were recorded as a means to salvage scientific 
knowledge of native lifeways. These accounts were often based on limited interviews or biased 
data collection techniques. Later, researchers and local Native Americans began to uncover and 
make public significant contributions in the understanding of native culture and language. These 
studies have continued to the present day, and involve archaeologists and ethnographers working 
in conjunction with Native Americans to address the continued cultural significance of sites and 
landscapes across San Diego County. The Kumeyaay are the identified Most Likely Descendants 
for all Native American human remains found in the City.

By the time Spanish colonists began to settle in Alta California in 1769, the area that is now the 
community of Greater North Park was within the territory of the Kumeyaay people, a group of 
exogamous, nontotemic territorial bands with patrilineal descent (Gifford 1918:167). The 
Kumeyaay spoke a Yuman language of the Hokan linguistic stock. South of the present day 
U.S./Mexico border, to northern Ensenada, were the closely related Paipai. To the north in the 
San Dieguito River Valley were the Takic-speaking Luiseño (Kroeber 1925).

The Kumeyaay had a hunting and gathering economy based primarily on various plant resources. 
For people in the area that is now the community of Greater North Park, grass seeds were 
probably the primary food, supplemented by various other seeds such as sage (Salvia spp.), 
sagebrush (Artemisia californica), lamb’s quarters (Chenopodium album), and pine nuts (Pinus 
sp.). Small game was a major source of protein, but deer were hunted as well. Coastal bands ate a 
great deal of fish, taking them with lines, nets, and bows and arrows. Balsas or reed boats were 
used (Kroeber 1925; Luomala 1978:599–600). Shellfish and other littoral resources were 
important to coastal people, too. Settlements were moved seasonally to areas where wild foods 
were in season. For example, inland bands might have moved into desert areas in the spring to 
gather agave (Agave deserti), then to higher-altitude areas in the fall to gather acorns (Cline
1984). Coastal bands lived in more or less permanent villages focused on more seasonally stable 
inshore and littoral resources. However, they often traveled to the area that is now Torrey Pines 
and La Rumarosa (in northern Baja California) to harvest pine nuts, for example, and to 
Cuyamaca and Mount Laguna for acorns (Shipek 1970:27–28).

Villages and campsites were generally located in areas where water was readily available, 
preferably on a year-round basis. The San Diego River, which is located approximately 0.5 miles 
from the community planning area for the community of Greater North Park, provided an 
important resource not only as a reliable source of water, but as a major transportation corridor 
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through the region. The Kumeyaay village of Nipaquay, located near present-day Mission San 
Diego de Alcala (Kyle 1996), was approximately 3 miles northeast of present-day Greater North 
Park. The village of Cosoy/Kosaii/Kosa’aay was presumably located near the mouth of the San 
Diego River (Kroeber 1925), and although the actual location of the village is unknown, 
Bancroft (1884) reported that a site called Cosoy/Kosaii/Kosa’aay by the Native Americans was 
in the vicinity of Presidio Hill and Old Town, located approximately 3.5 miles west of the 
community plan boundary for Greater North Park. Several investigations have identified possible 
locations for the village (Clement and Van Bueren 1993; Felton 1996), but the actual site has 
never been found.

CULTURAL RESOURCE DEFINITION

Cultural resources are districts, buildings, sites, structures, areas of traditional use, and objects 
with historical, architectural, archaeological, cultural, or scientific importance. Cultural resources 
can be divided into three categories: archaeological resources (prehistoric and historic), 
architectural resources, and traditional cultural resources. Archaeological and traditional cultural 
resources are the main focus of this study and are further described below.

Archaeological Resources

Archaeological resources include prehistoric and historic locations or sites where human actions 
have resulted in detectable changes to the area. This can include changes in the soil and the 
presence of physical cultural remains. Archaeological resources can have a surface component, a 
subsurface component, or both.

Historic archaeological resources are those dating after European contact. These resources may 
include subsurface features such as wells, cisterns, or privies. Other historic archaeological 
remains include artifact concentrations, building foundations, and remnants of structures.

Traditional Cultural Resources

Traditional cultural resources are resources associated with beliefs and cultural practices of a 
living culture, subculture, or community. These beliefs and practices must be rooted in the 
group’s history and must be important for maintaining the cultural identity of the group. 
Archaeological sites; locations of events; sacred places; and resource areas, including hunting or 
gathering areas; may be traditional cultural resources.

ARCHIVAL RESEARCH

The City conducted a records search using data provided by the State of California CHRIS. To 
ensure that recently recorded sites were included in this analysis, the City conducted and updated 
the records search in November 2011. Additionally, AECOM conducted a supplemental 
literature review at the SCIC and a records search at the San Diego Museum of Man in June 
2012. The archival searches consisted of an archaeological and historical records and literature 
review. The data reviewed included historic maps, the California Inventory of Historic Places, 
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the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), and National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP). The search area included the immediate vicinity of Greater North Park. This research 
provides a background on the types of sites that would be expected in the region. The research 
was also used to determine whether previous surveys had been conducted in the area, and what 
resources had been previously recorded within the limits of the Greater North Park community 
planning area.

Previous Investigations

The results of the records search indicated that 42 previous investigations have been conducted 
within the community of Greater North Park (Table 1): seven surveys, five monitoring programs, 
three mitigated negative declarations, 26 historic building evaluations, and one environmental 
impact report (EIR). This report focuses on prehistoric resources. Reports documenting historic 
resources or historic built resources are listed in Table 1, but are not summarized below.

Table 1. Previous Investigations within the Community of Greater North Park

Document 
Number 
(NADB) Title Author Date

1120970 Texas Street Widening. Gross, Timothy, and 
Mary Robbins-Wade

1988

1122628 Historic Properties Inventory Report for the Mission Valley Water Reclamation 
Project San Diego, California. 

Carrico, Richard et. al 1990

1123247 Sewer and Water Group 471 Archaeological Monitoring. Shultz, Richard, and 
Mary Robbins-Wade

1995

1123863 Cultural Resources Investigation for the Nextlink Fiber Optic Project San Diego 
County, California. 

Jones and Stokes 2000

1124385 Historic Properties Inventory for the Proposed Montclair Canyon Sewer Project. Ogden Environmental 
and Energy Services

1993

1124598 Public Notice of Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration Academy of Our Lady 
of Peace. 

City of San Diego 1994

1124606 Proposed Mitigation Negative Declaration Group Job No, 471. City of San Diego 1993
1125001 Roy W. Way House, 3462 Olive Street, San Diego, California. Montes, Beth 2001
1126084 Historic Resources Inventory, 4211 Alabama Street, San Diego, California. Dean, Steven 1996
1126221 A Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation of the Vista Telecommunications Inc. 

Fiber Optic Alignment, River County to San Diego County, California. 
McKenna, Jeanette A. 2000

1126443 Negative Declaration-West Arcade. City of San Diego 2001
1127691 An Archaeological Report for the Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

at Sewer and Water Group 79, City of San Diego. 
Pierson, Larry 2001

1128641 Cultural Resources Report for the Historical Evaluation of the House at 2405 32nd 
Street, San Diego, California 92104. 

Alter, Ruth C. 2003

1129239 The Results of a Historical Assessment for the First Christian Fellowship Church 
Project, San Diego, California. 

Pierson, Larry 2003

1129643 Cultural Resources Assessment/Evaluation for Cingular Wireless Site SD 502-02, 
San Diego, California. 

Kyle, Carolyn 2001

1129692 An Archaeological Report for the Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 
at Renaissance at Greater North Park.

Smith, Brian F., and Seth 
Rosenberg

2005
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Document 
Number 
(NADB) Title Author Date

1129924 Results of the Historic Building Assessment 1935, 1935½, and 1939 Polk Avenue, 
San Diego, California 92104.

Alter, Ruth C. 2005

1130168 Historical Assessment of the 3701–3741 and 3783–3825 Florida Street Buildings 
San Diego, California 92104.

Moomjian, Scott A. 2005

1130320 Historical Resources Board Nomination for the Nelson Residence, 4741 Panorama
Drive, San Diego, California 92116.

IS Architecture 2005

1130395 Historical Assessment of the George and Amalia Gans “Spec” House #2, 3565 
Herman Avenue, San Diego, California 92104.

Moomjian, Scott A. 2006

1130824 Georgia Street Bridge and University Avenue Grade Separation Cut Retaining 
Walls, San Diego County, California 92103.

Various 1998

1130858 Fulford Bungalow #2, 2518 San Marcos Avenue, San Diego, California 92104. Various
1131057 Cultural Resources Report for the Evaluation and Historical Designation of the 

3215 Granada Avenue Residence, San Diego, California 92104. 
Alter, Ruth C. 2006

1131111 Historical Nomination of the Beverly and Rosina Brown/George Corbit House, 
3405 Texas Street, Greater North Park, San Diego, California.

May, Ronald V. 2006

1131262 Historical Analysis of San Diego, Electric Railway Company, San Diego Style 
Class I Trolleys Nos. 126, 128, and 138.

Bevil, Alexander D. 1997

1131320 Trolley Barn Park, 1924 Adams Avenue, San Diego, California 92116. Various 2007
1131339 Wegeforth Home, 3004 Laurel Street, San Diego, California 92104. Various n.d.
1131395 4780 Panorama Drive, San Diego, California 92116. IS Architecture 2004
1131547 Archaeological Survey of the Casa Verde Project. Smith, Brian F., and 

Adriane Dorrler
2008

1131675 Martin Ortlieb Family Property, 2875 Palm Street, 2889 Palm Street, 2844 29th 
Street, San Diego, California.

May, Vonn Marie, and 
Robert Broms

2006

1131682 Historical Assessment of the Frank and Millie Lexa Residence, 3030 33rd Street, 
San Diego, California 92104.

Moomjian, Scott A. 2006

1131739* Draft Environmental Impact Report: Academy of our Lady of Peace. City of San Diego 2008
1131739* An Archaeological Report for the Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

at the Renaissance at Greater North Park Project, City of San Diego.
Brian F. Smith and 
Associates

2005

1131754 Cultural Resources Monitoring Report for the Boulevard Apartments Project, City 
of San Diego, California.

McGinnis, Patrick 2008

1131817 3528 and 3538 Indiana Street. Burke, M. 2008
1131935 Cultural Resources Report for the Assessment of Impacts for the Proposed 

Lafayette Hotel and Residences Project, 2223 El Cajon Boulevard, San Diego, 
California 92104.

Alter, Ruth C. 2004

1132158 Gilbert and Alberta McClure/McClure Bros House, 4040–4044 Hamilton Street, 
San Diego, California 92104.

Knoop, C., and Beth 
Montes

2007

1132193 Historical Assessment of the Laurel Building Company George Gans Spec House 
#3, 3120 Felton Street, San Diego, California 92104.

Moomjian, Scott A. 2007

1132281 Historical Assessment of the Tindula Residence, 3593 29th Street, San Diego, 
California 92104.

Mitchell Hall, S. 2007

1132514 Everett and Florence Marshall House. Moomjian, Scott A. 2007
1132714 Winslow & Mary Parsons, Edward F. Bryans House. Johnson, Paul, and Sarai 

Johnson
2008

1132840 Cultural Resources Report for the Historical Building Evaluation and Designation 
of 3055 Palm Street, San Diego, California 92104.

Alter, Ruth C. 2008

*Documents were given the same number by the South Coastal Information Center.
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Document 1120970 (Gross and Robbins-Wade 1988)
This letter report summarizes the results of an archaeological survey and biological investigation 
for the widening and improvement of Texas Street. The survey resulted in no archaeological 
resources being identified within the project area, and the report recommends that no significant 
impacts to archaeological resources would result from the proposed widening and improvements.

Document 1122628 (Carrico et al. 1990)
This inventory report details the results of an archaeological and historical investigation for the 
Mission Valley Water Reclamation Project. The field survey located nine new archaeological 
sites and six isolates, none of which are located within Greater North Park.

Document 1123247 (Schultz and Robbins-Wade 1995)
This letter report summarizes the results of an archaeological monitoring program for the City of 
San Diego’s Sewer and Water Group 471 Project. The monitoring program resulted in no 
archaeological resources being identified within the excavation areas.

Document 1123863 (Jones and Stokes 2000)
This report documents the cultural resources survey for a fiber-optic line through San Diego 
County. Although several previously recorded prehistoric resources were identified within the 
project area, none were located in Greater North Park.

Document 1124606 (City of San Diego 1993)
This document serves as a public notice for a proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration for 
Group Job No. 471. The project allows for the replacement of approximately 6,959 feet of water 
pipelines and 6,126 feet of sewer pipelines in the Greater North Park community planning area. 
The notice advises that the project will not have a significant effect on the environment with 
implementation of mitigation monitoring for cultural resources.

Document 1126221 (McKenna 2000)
This report summarizes the results of a Phase I cultural resource investigation for the Vesta 
Telecommunications fiber-optic alignment project. The alignment for the Greater North Park 
area is located within existing roadways and would not involve any areas outside the paved right-
of-way. Therefore, no impact would occur to known sites or resources.

Document 1127691 (Pierson 2001)
This report summarizes the results of mitigation monitoring for the Sewer and Water Group 79 
Project within the community of Greater North Park. One previously identified subsurface 
historic resource was encountered, CA-SDI-15,986, and no additional resources were observed. 
The site is described as being a localized historic refuse deposit, and the report determined that 
the deposit was not significant.
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Document 1129643 (Kyle 2001)
This letter report documents the results of a cultural resources assessment for Cingular Wireless 
Site SD502-02. The assessment determined that the project would have no significant adverse 
effect on cultural resources. 

Document 1129692 (Smith and Rosenberg 2005)
This report summarizes the results of archaeological monitoring and testing for the Renaissance 
at North Park Project. No cultural resources were located within the project boundaries. No 
further archaeological investigations or monitoring for the project was recommended.

Document 1131547 (Smith and Dorrler 2008)
This report summarizes the results of an archaeological and historical survey for the Casa Verde 
Project. The field investigation resulted in no historic or prehistoric resources being identified. 
No further archaeological investigations or monitoring for the project was recommended.

Document 1131739 (City of San Diego 2008)
This document consists of a Draft EIR for the proposed expansion of the Academy of Our Lady 
of Peace High School. The proposed project involved the demolition of three single-family 
structures and the construction of a new parking structure and a new classroom building. Two of 
the three single-family structures have since been moved off the property and will be relocated 
and restored by the City. The EIR concluded that the project would result in significant impacts 
to historical resources (but not prehistoric resources), land use, and 
transportation/circulation/parking. Five alternatives were also analyzed in the EIR.

Document 1131739 (Smith 2005)
This document has the same document number as the report above. However, this report 
documents the archaeological monitoring and testing program conducted for the Renaissance at 
Greater North Park Project. During the monitoring effort, one cultural resource, CA-SDI-17,543,
was identified. This site consisted of two historic trash pits and several isolated items. A testing 
program was conducted that determined that this site was not significant under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). No additional work was recommended.

Document 1131754 (McGinnis 2008)
This report summarizes the monitoring efforts for the Boulevard Apartments Project. No cultural 
resources were identified during the monitoring effort for excavation/construction activities. No 
additional work was recommended.

Previously Recorded Cultural Resources

Seven cultural resources have been previously recorded within the community of Greater North 
Park (Figure 5 – confidential, see Appendix B). Of these, one is a prehistoric lithic scatter, four 
are historic refuse scatters, and two are prehistoric isolated finds (Table 2).
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Table 2. Cultural Resources within the Community of Greater North Park

Primary
Number
(P-37-)

Permanent
Trinomial
( CA-SDI-)

San Diego
Museum of
Man (SDMM-W-) Site Description Date Recorded

0011055 11054 -- Lithic scatter 1977
018624 15646 -- Historic refuse deposit 2000
016325 15647 -- Historic refuse deposit 2000
024026 15986 -- Historic refuse deposit 2001
026764 17543 -- Historic refuse deposit 2005
-- -- 1304 Isolate – projectile point 1977
-- -- 1514 Isolate – biface 1977

CA-SDI-11,054
This site is located in University Heights on the floor of Buchanan Canyon. The site was 
recorded in 1977 as a prehistoric lithic and artifact scatter with quartzite tools, cores, and flakes 
(Minshall 1977). Although the site form indicates that a testing program was conducted in 1973 
by Carter, Moriarty, and Minshall, information regarding this site is limited. It appears that 
results from the 1973 investigation were never reported on or submitted to the SCIC.

CA-SDI-15,646
This site is a 1920s–1930s historic refuse deposit located under Cypress Avenue (Smith 2000a). 
The deposit was exposed during initial trenching activities for the Water and Sewer Group 636 
Project. The deposit was found in the utility trench, but extends laterally under the pavement for
an unknown distance. The cultural material consists of household refuse (e.g., ceramics, glass), 
building materials (brick and copper wire), and potential personal items (leather fragments). All 
cultural material from the trench was collected. The site is capped by asphalt and concrete.

CA-SDI-15,647
CA-SDI-15,647 is a 1890s–1900s historic refuse deposit located in the alleyway on Block 143 
north of Polk Avenue (Smith 2000b). The deposit was exposed during initial trenching activities 
for the Water and Sewer Group 636 Project. The deposit was found in the utility trench, but 
extends laterally for an unknown distance. The cultural material consists of household refuse 
(e.g., ceramics, glass), building materials (brick and copper wire), and potential personal items 
(leather fragments, skeleton key). All cultural material from the trench was collected.

CA-SDI-15,986
This site is a discrete 1900s–1910s historic refuse deposit located in the alleyway between 30th 
Street and Dale Street (Smith 2001). The deposit was exposed during initial trenching activities 
for the Water and Sewer Group 79 Project. The deposit was found in the utility trench and 
measured 5 feet by 30 inches. The cultural material consists of household refuse (e.g., ceramics, 
medicinal bottles, glass) and a personal item (toy fragment). All cultural material from the trench 
was collected.



Community Plan Update – Greater North Park Page 21
10280381 Cultural Constraints Analysis_North Park_RD 1/6/2015

CA-SDI-17,543
This site was recorded during monitoring efforts for the Renaissance at North Park Project 
(Smith 2005). The site consisted of two historic trash deposits and 16 isolated finds. Both 
deposits were identified as a discrete area consisting of charcoal, glass and ceramic sherds, 
construction material, and metal. Sixteen additional isolated finds consisting of glass, metal, and 
bone were recovered in dirt piles during construction monitoring.

SDMM-W-1304
This isolated find consists of a single prehistoric triangular projectile point (Seifert 1977). No 
other information was noted on the site form.

SDMM-W-1514
Site SDMM-W-1514 is an isolated prehistoric fine-grained metavolcanic bifacial blade (Hedges 
1977). This artifact was collected and is curated at the San Diego Museum of Man.

NATIVE AMERICAN CONTACT PROGRAM

AECOM requested a Sacred Lands File check from the Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC). A response was received on August 11, 2011, indicating that sacred lands have been 
identified within the vicinity of the community of Greater North Park. The NAHC recommended 
consultation with tribal entities and other interested parties be conducted as part of the review 
process, and provided a list of contacts specific to San Diego County for that purpose. Following 
development of the preliminary draft of this document, the NAHC was contacted again on 
October 1, 2014 for updated tribal representative contact information and a response received on 
October 14, 2015.  The preliminary draft of this document was distributed to the identified tribal 
representatives by mail on October 15, 2014, accompanied by a letter from City of San Diego 
Senior Environmental Planner Myra Herrmann describing the community plan update process 
for the communities of Golden Hill, Midway-Pacific Highway, North Park, Old Town, San 
Ysidro, Southeastern San Diego, Encanto and Uptown. This letter formally invited tribal 
representatives to consult on these General Plan amendments in accordance with Senate Bill 18 
(SB18) and attend a group meeting at the Mission Trails Regional Park Visitors Center on
November 13, 2014 to address any issues or concerns related to the review of the archaeological 
reports for the associated community plan updates. As no responses had been received, each 
tribal representative also received a follow-up email (or telephone call in cases where no email 
address was available) on November 10 and 11, 2014; no tribal representatives were present at 
the November 13 meeting. During the November 10th telephone call, Carmen Lucas of the 
Kwaaymii Laguna Band of Mission Indians requested that qualified archaeologists be retained 
by the city for survey and monitoring efforts. Documentation of correspondence with the NAHC
and identified tribal representatives is provided in Appendix C.
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CULTURAL SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS

Cultural sensitivity levels for the Greater North Park community planning area are rated low, 
moderate, or high based on the results of the records search, the NAHC Sacred Lands File check, 
and regional environmental factors. Sensitivity ratings may be adjusted based on the amount of 
disturbance that has occurred, which may have previously impacted archaeological resources.

A low sensitivity rating indicates that there are few or no previously recorded resources within 
the area. Resources at this level would not be expected to be complex, with little to no site 
structure or artifact diversity. The potential for the identification of additional resources in such 
areas would be low.

A moderate sensitivity rating indicates that some previously recorded resources were identified 
in the area. These are more complex resources consisting of better site structure, diversity of 
feature types, and diversity of artifact types. The potential for the presence of additional 
resources in such areas would be moderate.

Areas identified as high sensitivity would indicate that the records search identified several 
previously recorded sites within the area. These resources may range from moderately complex 
to highly complex, with more defined living areas or specialized work space areas, and a large 
breadth of features and artifact assemblages. The potential for identification of additional 
resources in such areas would be high.

Based on the results of the records search, the NAHC Sacred Lands File check, and regional 
environmental factors, the community of Greater North Park has two cultural sensitivity levels 
(Figure 6). Since the majority of the community is developed, the cultural sensitivity for the 
entire community of North Park would be considered low. There is very little undeveloped land 
within the area, with the exception of canyon areas. Due to the steepness of the majority of these 
canyons, the cultural sensitivity for these areas is low. However, at the base of these canyons, 
especially leading into the Mission Valley area, there is a potential for cultural resources to be 
present; therefore, the cultural sensitivity rating for this area is considered high.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Future discretionary projects located in high sensitivity areas that have not been developed 
should be evaluated by a qualified archaeologist following the mitigation framework detailed 
below to determine the potential for the presence or absence of buried archaeological resources. 
If it is determined that a resource is historically significant, it should be referred to the City’s 
Historical Resources Board for possible designation. Mitigation measures should be initiated for 
all significant sites, either through avoidance or data recovery.

All phases of future investigations, including survey, testing, and monitoring activities, would 
require the participation of local Native American tribes. Early consultation is an effective way 
to avoid unanticipated discoveries, and local tribes may have knowledge of the religious and 
cultural significance of resources in the area. In addition, Native American participation would 
help ensure that cultural resources within the community of Greater North Park are protected and 
properly cared for. A current list of local tribes should be obtained through the NAHC for all 
future projects.

Mitigation Framework

The following mitigation framework is from the Historical Resources Guidelines, located in the 
City’s Land Development Manual (City of San Diego 2001).

HIST-1: Prior to issuance of any permit for a future development project implemented in 
accordance with the Community Plan Update (CPU) area that could directly affect an 
archaeological resource, the City shall require the following steps be taken to determine (1) the 
presence of archaeological resources and (2) the appropriate mitigation for any significant 
resources that may be impacted by a development activity. Sites may include residential and 
commercial properties, privies, trash pits, building foundations, and industrial features 
representing the contributions of people from diverse socioeconomic and ethnic backgrounds. 
Sites may also include resources associated with pre-historic Native American activities.

INITIAL DETERMINATION
The environmental analyst will determine the likelihood for the project site to contain historical 
resources by reviewing site photographs and existing historic information (e.g., archaeological 
sensitivity maps, the Archaeological Map Book, and the City’s Historical Inventory of Important 
Architects, Structures, and People in San Diego) and by conducting a site visit. If there is any 
evidence that the site contains archaeological resources, then a historic evaluation consistent with 
the City Guidelines would be required. All individuals conducting any phase of the 
archaeological evaluation program must meet professional qualifications in accordance with the 
City Guidelines.

STEP 1:
Based on the results of the Initial Determination, if there is evidence that the site contains 
historical resources, preparation of a historic evaluation is required. The evaluation report would 
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generally include background research, field survey, archaeological testing, and analysis. Before 
actual field reconnaissance would occur, background research is required that includes a records 
search at the SCIC at San Diego State University and the San Diego Museum of Man. A review 
of the Sacred Lands File maintained by the NAHC must also be conducted at this time. 
Information about existing archaeological collections should also be obtained from the San 
Diego Archaeological Center and any tribal repositories or museums.

In addition to the records searches mentioned above, background information may include 
examining primary sources of historical information (e.g., deeds and wills), secondary sources 
(e.g., local histories and genealogies), Sanborn Fire Maps, and historic cartographic and aerial 
photograph sources; reviewing previous archaeological research in similar areas, models that 
predict site distribution, and archaeological, architectural, and historical site inventory files; and 
conducting informant interviews. The results of the background information would be included 
in the evaluation report. 

Once the background research is complete, a field reconnaissance must be conducted by 
individuals whose qualifications meet the standards outlined in the City Guidelines. Consultants 
are encouraged to employ innovative survey techniques when conducting enhanced 
reconnaissance, including remote sensing, ground penetrating radar, and other soil resistivity 
techniques as determined on a case-by-case basis. Native American participation is required for 
field surveys when there is likelihood that the project site contains prehistoric archaeological 
resources or traditional cultural properties. If, through background research and field surveys, 
historical resources are identified, then an evaluation of significance must be performed by a 
qualified archaeologist.

STEP 2:
Once a historical resource has been identified, a significance determination must be made. It 
should be noted that tribal representatives and/or Native American monitors will be involved in 
making recommendations regarding the significance of prehistoric archaeological sites during 
this phase of the process. The testing program may require reevaluation of the proposed project 
in consultation with the Native American representative, which could result in a combination of 
project redesign to avoid and/or preserve significant resources, as well as mitigation in the form 
of data recovery and monitoring (as recommended by the qualified archaeologist and Native 
American representative). An archaeological testing program will be required that includes 
evaluating the horizontal and vertical dimensions of a site, the chronological placement, site 
function, artifact/ecofact density and variability, presence/absence of subsurface features, and 
research potential. A thorough discussion of testing methodologies, including surface and 
subsurface investigations, can be found in the City Guidelines. 

The results from the testing program will be evaluated against the significance thresholds found 
in the City Guidelines. If significant historical resources are identified within the Area of 
Potential Effect, the site may be eligible for local designation. At this time, the final testing 
report must be submitted to Historical Resources Board staff for eligibility determination and 
possible designation. An agreement on the appropriate form of mitigation is required prior to 
distribution of a draft environmental document. If no significant resources are found, and site 



Community Plan Update – Greater North Park Page 29
10280381 Cultural Constraints Analysis_North Park_RD 1/6/2015

conditions are such that there is no potential for further discoveries, then no further action is 
required. Resources found to be non-significant as a result of a survey and/or assessment will 
require no further work beyond documentation of the resources on the appropriate Department of 
Parks and Recreation (DPR) site forms and inclusion of results in the survey and/or assessment 
report. If no significant resources are found, but results of the initial evaluation and testing phase 
indicates there is still a potential for resources to be present in portions of the property that could 
not be tested, then mitigation monitoring is required. 

STEP 3:
Preferred mitigation for historical resources is to avoid the resource through project redesign. If 
the resource cannot be entirely avoided, all prudent and feasible measures to minimize harm 
shall be taken. For archaeological resources where preservation is not an option, a Research 
Design and Data Recovery Program is required, which includes a Collections Management Plan 
for review and approval. The data recovery program shall be based on a written research design 
and is subject to the provisions as outlined in CEQA Section 21083.2. The data recovery 
program must be reviewed and approved by the City’s Environmental Analyst prior to draft 
CEQA document distribution. Archaeological monitoring may be required during building 
demolition and/or construction grading when significant resources are known or suspected to be 
present on a site, but cannot be recovered prior to grading due to obstructions such as existing 
development or dense vegetation. 

A Native American observer must be retained for all subsurface investigations, including 
geotechnical testing and other ground-disturbing activities, whenever a Native American 
Traditional Cultural Property or any archaeological site located on City property or within the 
Area of Potential Effect of a City project would be impacted. In the event that human remains are 
encountered during data recovery and/or a monitoring program, the provisions of Public 
Resources Code Section 5097 must be followed. These provisions are outlined in the Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) included in the environmental document. The 
Native American monitor shall be consulted during the preparation of the written report, at 
which time he/she may express concerns about the treatment of sensitive resources. If the Native 
American community requests participation of an observer for subsurface investigations on 
private property, the request shall be honored.

STEP 4:
Archaeological resource management reports shall be prepared by qualified professionals as 
determined by the criteria set forth in Appendix B of the City Guidelines. The discipline shall be 
tailored to the resource under evaluation. In cases involving complex resources, such as 
traditional cultural properties, rural landscape districts, sites involving a combination of 
prehistoric and historic archaeology, or historic districts, a team of experts will be necessary for a 
complete evaluation.

Specific types of historical resource reports are required to document the methods (see Section 
III of the City Guidelines) used to determine the presence or absence of historical resources; to 
identify the potential impacts from proposed development and evaluate the significance of any 
identified historical resources; to document the appropriate curation of archaeological collections 
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(e.g., collected materials and the associated records); in the case of potentially significant 
impacts to historical resources, to recommend appropriate mitigation measures that would reduce 
the impacts to below a level of significance; and to document the results of mitigation and 
monitoring programs, if required.

Archaeological resource management reports shall be prepared in conformance with the 
California Office of Historic Preservation’s Archaeological Resource Management Reports: 
Recommended Contents and Format (see Appendix C of the City Guidelines), which will be 
used by Environmental Analysis Section staff in the review of archaeological resource reports. 
Consultants must ensure that archaeological resource reports are prepared consistent with this 
checklist. This requirement will standardize the content and format of all archaeological 
technical reports submitted to the City. A confidential appendix must be submitted (under 
separate cover), along with historical resources reports for archaeological sites and traditional 
cultural properties containing the confidential resource maps and records search information 
gathered during the background study. In addition, a Collections Management Plan shall be 
prepared for projects that result in a substantial collection of artifacts, and must address the 
management and research goals of the project and the types of materials to be collected and 
curated based on a sampling strategy that is acceptable to the City. Appendix D (Historical 
Resources Report Form) of the City Guidelines may be used when no archaeological resources 
were identified within the project boundaries.

STEP 5:
For archaeological resources, all cultural materials, including original maps, field notes, non-
burial related artifacts, catalog information, and final reports recovered during public and/or 
private development projects, must be permanently curated with an appropriate institution, one 
that has the proper facilities and staffing for ensuring research access to the collections consistent 
with state and federal standards. In the event that a prehistoric and/or historic deposit is 
encountered during construction monitoring, a Collections Management Plan would be required 
in accordance with the project MMRP. The disposition of human remains and burial-related 
artifacts that cannot be avoided or are inadvertently discovered is governed by state (i.e., 
Assembly Bill 2641 and California Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 
2001) and federal (i.e., Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act) law, and must 
be treated in a dignified and culturally appropriate manner with respect for the deceased 
individual(s) and their descendants. Any human bones and associated grave goods of Native 
American origin shall be turned over to the appropriate Native American group for repatriation.

Arrangements for long-term curation must be established between the applicant/property owner 
and the consultant prior to the initiation of the field reconnaissance, and must be included in the 
archaeological survey, testing, and/or data recovery report submitted to the City for review and 
approval. Curation must be accomplished in accordance with the California State Historic 
Resources Commission’s Guidelines for the Curation of Archaeological Collection (dated May 
7, 1993) and, if federal funding is involved, 36 Code of Federal Regulations 79 of the Federal 
Register. Additional information regarding curation is provided in Section II of the City 
Guidelines.
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NATIVE AMERICAN CONTACT PROGRAM 
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Jow, Stephanie

From: Jow, Stephanie
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2011 12:46 PM
To: 'Dave Singleton'
Subject: Sacred lands file check for North Park Community in San Diego, CA
Attachments: CPCI_Records_Search_GREATER NORTH PARK.pdf

Mr. Singleton,

I am contacting you to request a sacred lands file check for the community of North Park, located in San Diego,
California. This is not for a proposed project, rather, AECOM is assisting the City of San Diego with various Community
Plan Updates. Attached is a map showing the community boundaries on Pueblo Lands of San Diego on the La Mesa, CA
1975, La Jolla, CA 1975, National City, CA 1975 and Point Loma, CA 1994 quadrangles.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (619) 233 1454. Thank you.

Stephanie Jow
Archaeologist 
D +1 619.684.6942  
stephanie.jow@aecom.com

AECOM
1420 Kettner Boulevard, Suite 500 
San Diego CA 92101 USA 
T +1 619.233.1454  F +1 619.233.0952 
www.aecom.com

EDAW has evolved.
Our name is now AECOM, as our Design + Planning professionals  
work in concert with a wider range of experts to enhance and sustain  
the world’s built, natural and social environments. 
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Jow, Stephanie

From: Jow, Stephanie
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 12:29 PM
To: Jow, Stephanie
Subject: RE: Sacred lands file check for North Park Community in San Diego, CA

Dave,

As requested, here is the follow up information for the North Park community.

Quads: La Mesa, CA 1975; La Jolla, CA 1975; National City, CA 1975; Point Loma, CA 1994
T16S/17S, R2W/3W
Within: 342000mN – 342600mN, 48600mE – 49100mE

Stephanie Jow
Archaeologist 
D +1 619.684.6942  
stephanie.jow@aecom.com

AECOM
1420 Kettner Boulevard, Suite 500 
San Diego CA 92101 USA 
T +1 619.233.1454  F +1 619.233.0952 
www.aecom.com

EDAW has evolved.
Our name is now AECOM, as our Design + Planning professionals  
work in concert with a wider range of experts to enhance and sustain  
the world’s built, natural and social environments. 

From: Jow, Stephanie  
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2011 12:46 PM 
To: 'Dave Singleton' 
Subject: Sacred lands file check for North Park Community in San Diego, CA 

Mr. Singleton,

I am contacting you to request a sacred lands file check for the community of North Park, located in San Diego,
California. This is not for a proposed project, rather, AECOM is assisting the City of San Diego with various Community
Plan Updates. Attached is a map showing the community boundaries on Pueblo Lands of San Diego on the La Mesa, CA
1975, La Jolla, CA 1975, National City, CA 1975 and Point Loma, CA 1994 quadrangles.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (619) 233 1454. Thank you.

Stephanie Jow
Archaeologist 
D +1 619.684.6942  
stephanie.jow@aecom.com

AECOM
1420 Kettner Boulevard, Suite 500 
San Diego CA 92101 USA 
T +1 619.233.1454  F +1 619.233.0952 
www.aecom.com
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Droessler, Rachel

From: Droessler, Rachel
Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 11:36 AM
To: 'katy.sanchez@nahc.ca.gov'
Subject: Contact list for Consulation for Community Plans Update Projects
Attachments: Uptown.pdf; Midway.pdf; NP.pdf; OldTown.pdf; SanYsidro.pdf; SESD.pdf; GoldenHill.pdf

Dear Katy Sanchez,

AECOM is requesting a current contact list of local tribes for consultation purposes for the Community Plans Update
projects. We had previously requested a full NAHC request in 2011 and now need just an updated contact list of tribes
for consultation purposes. Attached are maps of the project areas.
These areas are located on the following quadrangles:

Southeast San Diego-  
Point Loma T17S R2W Unsectioned Lands

National City T17S R2W Unsectioned Lands
San Ysidro-  

Imperial (1975) T18S R2W Sections 34, 35, 36
T19S R2W Sections 1, 2
T19S R1W Section 6

Old Town-  
Unsectioned Pueblo Lands of San Diego

Quads La Jolla, Pt. Loma
T16S, R3W

Midway/Pacific Highway-  
Unsectioned Pueblo Lands of San Diego
Quads: La Jolla, CA 1975, Point Loma 1994
T16S, R3W

Uptown-  
Unsectioned land on the La Jolla, CA (1975) and Point Loma (1994) quadrangles.
T16S, R3W

North Park- 
Unsectioned Pueblo Lands of San Diego
Quads: La Mesa, CA 1975; La Jolla, CA 1975; National City, CA 1975; Point Loma, CA 1994
T16S/17S, R2W/3W

Golden Hill-
Unsectioned Pueblo Lands of San Diego Quads: Point Loma 1994, National City, CA 1974
T17S, R2W

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Rachel Droessler
Archaeologist
D +1 619.764.6823
rachel.droessler@aecom.com

AECOM
1420 Kettner Boulevard, Suite 500
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Planning Department 
1222 First Avenue, MS 501 · San Diego, CA 92101-4155 

Tel (619) 235-5200 

October 15, 2014 

Contact Address

 
 
 

Dear Contact,

SUBJECT:  Constraints Analysis and Cultural Resources Sensitivity Analysis for 
Prehistoric Resources in various City of San Diego Communities.

The City of San Diego (the City) is preparing community plan updates for the communities of 
Golden Hill, Midway, North Park, Old Town, San Ysidro, Southeastern San Diego, Encanto and 
Uptown. These updates constitute amendments to the City’s General Plan and are subject to 
Tribal Consultation in accordance with Senate Bill 18 (SB18). AECOM has been retained by the 
City of San Diego to assist in the consultation process as well as conduct necessary cultural 
resource studies which include constraints analysis and cultural resources sensitivity analysis for 
prehistoric resources for each community planning area noted above.  AECOM has already 
conducted archival research at the South Coastal Information Center (SCIC) and the San Diego 
Museum of Man (SDMOM) and prepared an assessment of cultural resources sensitivity for each 
community. The archival research included both written and oral history in order to produce a 
detailed overview of the prehistory and history of each community planning area.   Any oral 
history, Native American values or cultural beliefs that you might be able to share about these 
study areas would greatly enhance the overview and would be most appreciated. Any additional 
information regarding cultural resources and Traditional Cultural Properties will be further 
synthesized into each report and appropriate measures identified to ensure that any resources 
identified within each community planning area will not be adversely impacted in accordance 
with the goals and recommendations included in General Plan, Historic Preservation Element 
and with future community plan implementation. 

The results of the initial analyses are further detailed in separate draft reports and briefly 
summarized below; a copy of each draft report is included with this letter.   

Golden Hill 

The records search indicated that 11 cultural resources have been previously recorded within the 
Golden Hill community including, one prehistoric lithic and shell scatter, one prehistoric 
habitation area, and nine historic refuse disposals. Based on the results of the records search, the 
Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) sacred lands file, and regional environmental 
factors, the community has two cultural resources sensitivity levels. As the majority of the area 
has been developed, the cultural sensitivity for these areas is low. However, the community 
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contains previously recorded sites, and sections of undeveloped land that have not been 
surveyed, thus the cultural sensitivity in these areas are high. It is therefore recommended that 
undeveloped areas be surveyed prior to any ground disturbing activities, and in areas that have 
been developed, ground disturbing activities be monitored. Both of these activities are required 
to be conducted by a qualified archaeologist and Native American monitor.  

Midway-Pacific Highway 

The record searches indicated that seven previously recorded cultural resources are located 
within the community of Midway-Pacific Highway: one prehistoric campsite, one prehistoric 
village with associated burial ground, one possible location for the ethnographic village of Kotsi,
two historic refuse dumps, one historic refuse deposit, and one complex of brick kilns and 
factory features associated with the Vitrified Products Corporation. A search of the NAHC 
sacred lands file also indicated that this area contains sacred lands. The presence of these 
resources combined with regional environmental factors, indicate that the community of Midway 
has a moderate cultural sensitivity level for prehistoric resources. However, based on the original 
natural setting of mud and salt marshes, and the fact that the majority of the area has been 
developed, the cultural sensitivity is reduced to low. Several prehistoric campsites and the 
possible location of the ethnographic village of Kotsi have been mapped in the area located along 
the periodic shoreline of the San Diego River and at the base of the hills. This area remains 
moderately sensitive for prehistoric cultural resources. Since this area has been subject to 
extensive development, the determination to monitor ground disturbing activities by a qualified 
archaeologist and Native American monitor should be considered on a project-by-project basis.  

North Park 

One prehistoric lithic scatter, two prehistoric isolated finds, and four historic refuse deposits have 
been previously recorded within the North Park Community. In addition, a sacred lands file 
check with the NAHC, indicated that sacred lands have been identified within the vicinity of the 
community. For the reasons described above, combined with regional environmental factors, the 
North Park community has two cultural sensitivity levels. The cultural sensitivity for developed 
areas is low. In areas where land is undeveloped and has not been surveyed, or in the locations of 
the previously recorded resources, the cultural sensitivity is high. It is recommended that 
undeveloped areas be surveyed prior to any ground disturbing activities, and developed areas 
monitored by a qualified archaeologist and Native American monitor. 

Old Town 

A total of 39 cultural resources have been previously recorded within the community of Old 
Town of these, two are prehistoric, 35 are historic, and two are multi-component resources . The 
prehistoric resources include one lithic and shell scatter and one prehistoric village site. The 
historic resources include 17 historic buildings or residences, 11 refuse deposits, and two historic 
foundations or walls. The multi-component sites consist of a historic residence with a prehistoric 
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temporary camp and a historic refuse deposit with a possible prehistoric shell scatter.  Sacred 
lands were also reported in the area by the NAHC sacred lands file check.  Based on the original 
natural setting of the community alongside the periodic shoreline of the San Diego River and that 
the possible locations of several prehistoric campsites and the ethnographic village of Kotsi have 
been mapped in the area located along the base of the hills, the cultural sensitivity for prehistoric 
cultural resources is high. It is recommended that all project sites are surveyed and/or further 
evaluated as applicable in accordance with the Historical Resources Guidelines, prior to any 
ground disturbing activities and monitored by a qualified archaeologist and Native American 
monitor. 

San Ysidro 

Within the community of San Ysidro, there are a total of nine previously recorded sites. These 
resources include three prehistoric lithic scatters, three prehistoric quarry areas, a prehistoric 
temporary camp, one historic refuse deposit, and one historic cattle feed lot with walls, 
foundations, and associated debris. Sacred lands were also reported in the area from the NAHC 
sacred lands file. Despite the fact that most of the community is developed, the area is within the 
floodplain for both the Tijuana and Otay Rivers, and buried deposits are possible. Therefore, 
cultural sensitivity for the entire community is moderate. There are three areas within the 
community that contain several previously recorded sites or contain undeveloped land that has 
not been surveyed. Cultural sensitivity for these areas is considered high and it is recommended 
that they be surveyed prior to ground disturbing activities. In areas that have been developed, 
ground disturbing activities should be monitored by a qualified archaeologist and Native 
American monitor.   

Uptown

The NAHC sacred lands file check and SCIC and SDMOM record searches indicate that 15 
previously recorded cultural resources and sacred lands are present within the Uptown 
community. Most of the community is developed and has a low level of sensitivity for 
archaeological and Native American resources. One area within the community contains several 
previously recorded sites, or contains undeveloped land that has not yet been surveyed, thus the 
level of sensitivity for archaeological and Native American resources in this area is high. It is 
recommended that areas of high sensitivity are surveyed prior to ground disturbing activities, and 
areas of low sensitivity are monitored during ground disturbing activities by a qualified 
archaeologist and Native American monitor. 

Southeastern San Diego and Encanto 

A total of 32 cultural resources have been previously recorded within the communities of 
Southeastern San Diego and Encanto, 13 of which are prehistoric, 18 are historic, and one is a 
multi-component site. The NAHC sacred lands file check did not identify any sacred lands 
within Southeastern San Diego. Based on the results of the record search and regional 
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environmental factors, the communitiesof Southeastern San Diego and Encanto have two cultural 
sensitivity levels – high and medium. The ethnographic village of Las Choyas has been 
identified archaeologically and ethnographically within the community of Southeastern San 
Diego and has been previously identified as an area of concern to the local Native American 
community. Moreover, water courses such as Chollas Creek, Imperial Creek, and South Chollas 
Creek were major transportation corridors and ecological resources used during both prehistoric 
and historic periods.  Given these factors, these areas have a high level of cultural sensitivity.  
Because cultural resources have also been observed during ground-disturbing activities 
throughout the community and the plan area is crossed by multiple high potential water courses, 
the remainder of the community plan areas are considered to have a moderate level of sensitivity 
for buried archaeological resources. As such, it is recommended that areas that have not been 
developed should be surveyed prior to any ground disturbing activities, and in areas that have 
been developed, ground disturbing activities should be monitored by a qualified archaeologist 
and Native American monitor. 

Summary 

The City believes that the participation of local Native American tribes and individuals is crucial 
to the protection of San Diego’s cultural resources. Local tribes may have knowledge of the 
religious and cultural significance of resources within these communities and early consultation 
is an effective way to avoid unanticipated discoveries. The purpose of this letter is to notify you 
of these studies and to solicit your input and knowledge regarding cultural resources and/or 
traditional land use practices within the community boundaries.  

The City is committed to the consultation process and invites you or your designated 
representative to participate in all phases of the project.  You can be assured that all site data and 
other culturally sensitive information will not be released to the general public but instead will be 
compiled in a confidential volume that has restricted distribution.  We welcome any 
recommendations you might have and look forward to a mutually beneficial collaboration.

Enclosed for your review is a draft report including a sensitivity map for each community. A 
reply form, and self-addressed stamped envelope have also been included for your convenience.  
Please provide your comments to the City within 30-days of receipt of this letter. We would like 
to incorporate your knowledge and input prior to completing these reports, and ultimately in the 
Community Plan updates for the Golden Hill, Midway-Pacific Highway, North Park, Old Town, 
San Ysidro, Southeastern San Diego, Encanto and Uptown communities. The City will also be 
holding a group meeting at Mission Trails Regional Park – Visitors Center located at One Father 
Junipero Serra Trail (north of Mission Gorge Road) on November 13, 2014 from 2:00pm – 4:00 
pm to address any issues or concerns related to the your review of the archaeological reports for 
the associated community plan updates.
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If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me at your 
earliest convenience. I can be reached at 619-446-5372, or via email at 
mherrmann@sandiego.gov. 

Sincerely,

Myra Herrmann 
Senior Environmental Planner/Archaeology 
Development Services Department/Planning 

Cc:  Tom Tomlinson, Interim Director - Planning Department 
 Stacey LoMedico, Assistant Chief Operating Officer – Office of the Mayor 
 Cathy Winterrowd, Deputy Director – Planning Department 
 Nancy Bragado, Deputy Director – Planning Department 
 Lara Gates, Community Development Specialist – Planning Department 
 Sara Osborn, Senior Planner – Planning Department 
 Karen Bucey, Associate Planner – Planning Department 
 Bernie Turgeon, Senior Planner – Planning Department 
 Marlon Pangilinan, Senior Planner – Planning Department 
 Tait Galloway, Senior Planner – Planning Department 
 Project Files 

Enclosures: CD containing seven (7) draft reports for the Golden Hill, Midway-Pacific 
Highway, North Park, Old Town, San Ysidro, Southeastern San Diego/Encanto and 
Uptown communities 

   
  Response form 
   
  Stamped reply envelope       





1

Droessler, Rachel

From: Wilson, Stacie
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 12:05 PM
To: sbanegas50@gmail.com
Cc: Herrmann, Myra
Subject: City of San Diego Communities Cultural Resources Sensitivity Analysis Meeting - 

Thursday, 11/13
Attachments: Banegas_20141015.pdf

CONTACT NAME,

Please see the attached letter regarding the community plan updates for the communities of Golden Hill, Midway, North
Park, Old Town, San Ysidro, Southeastern San Diego, Encanto and Uptown. These updates constitute amendments to
the City’s General Plan and are subject to Tribal Consultation in accordance with Senate Bill 18 (SB18). AECOM has been
retained by the City of San Diego to assist in the consultation process. This letter was originally mailed to you on
October 15th containing a CD with copies of the draft report including a sensitivity map for each community for your
review.

The City will be holding a group meeting at Mission Trails Regional Park – Visitors Center located at One Father Junipero
Serra Trail (north of Mission Gorge Road) this Thursday (on November 13, 2014) from 2:00pm – 4:00 pm to address any
issues or concerns related to the your review of the archaeological reports for the associated community plan updates.

Please notify City staff if you plan to attend the meeting.
Myra Herrmann
Senior Environmental Planner/Archaeology
619 446 5372, or via email at mherrmann@sandiego.gov.

Thank you! Stacie

Stacie L. Wilson, M.S., RPA 
Archaeologist / GIS Specialist 
Design + Planning 
D + 619.764.6817  M + 619.723.8229 
stacie.wilson@aecom.com 

AECOM 
1420 Kettner Boulevard, Suite 500, San Diego CA 92101 USA 
T + 619.233.1454  F + 619.233.0952 
www.aecom.com 




