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1.0 Introduction

The City of San Diego is preparing comprehensive community plan updates (CPUSs) for the
communities of Uptown, North Park, and Golden Hill. The Uptown, North Park, and Golden
Hill CPU areas encompass approximately 5,656 acres in the city of San Diego, California
(Figures 1-3c and Attachment 1).

The Uptown, North Park, and Golden Hill CPUs identify Village types for each community
consistent with General Plan policies regarding village land use and design policies,
including: appropriate land use intensity and density, mobility improvements, provision of
public spaces (including zoning incentives or bonuses); as well as conversion of land use
categories to those specified in the General Plan. Each of the CPUs propose the
designation of appropriate residential density and intensity of uses for the respective
community, based upon General Plan guidance and existing opportunities and constraints;
and includes design guidelines within each Community Plan’s Urban Design element to
address: building height (including a reduction in the maximum height permitted in Uptown),
commercial storefronts in mixed-use development, context sensitive design, and scale
transitions and buffers between existing and new development where necessary.
Identification of improvements to existing mobility infrastructure is evaluated for each
community to increase bicycle, pedestrian, and transit use, including a separate study for a
streetcar line in Uptown.

The CPUs evaluate the preservation of neighborhood character and historic resources for
each community through the identification of new and expanded historic districts and the
development of design guidelines for single-family and hillside neighborhoods. Designation
of new park sites and the establishment of community-specific park equivalencies
consistent with the General Plan area are also included within each CPU.

Relative to biological resources, the CPUs’ actions with the most direct applicability to
biology include:

¢ Revisions to the open space boundary for each community based on updated open
space mapping to exclude developed areas and identify areas for resource
conservation;

e Concurrent Multi-Habitat Planning Area (MHPA) Boundary Line Correction;

o Adoption of an overlay zone to address setbacks and additional design measures to
ensure that future development will not impact the adjacent open space; and

¢ Policies contained in the Conservation Element relating to preservation of biological
resources.

This document provides information pertaining to the existing biological resources in each of
the CPU areas and what anticipated impacts from the comprehensive updates to these

RECON Page 1
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three community plans may have on sensitive vegetation communities and species.
Discussed within are the methods by which each community is evaluated, the regulatory
framework, impact analysis, and mitigation per CPU area. All analyses are conducted at the
program-level. This information will be used in the development of the CPUs and associated
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documents.

2.0 Methods

Data on vegetation, MHPA boundary corrections, and open space were provided by the City
of San Diego. The CPU boundaries were also provided by the City of San Diego. Base data
files were modified as noted below in Sections 2.1.1 through 2.2 to correct data to match the
existing condition.

The analysis of biological resources for each CPU area was performed at the plan level
using the existing base date files and other available data. Data from the California Natural
Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) was used to provide information on potential sensitive plant
and wildlife species occurrences. Additional Geographical Information System (GIS) data
was used to provide more detailed information on areas of potential effect within each plan
area. This additional data included the location of individual private lots that helped identify
areas where brush management could occur in the future.

2.1 Botanical Resources

2.1.1 Vegetation Communities

The base vegetation community mapping is taken primarily from the San Diego Association
of Governments (1995) digital file for the Multiple Species Conservation Program (MSCP).
This vegetation mapping was updated using information from an aerial photograph of the
area (SanGIS 2012). Additional updates to the vegetation map were done as part of the
community plan updates and typically included areas that were mapped as native
vegetation, but showed as developed on the 2012 aerial photo.

Field work was conducted to verify the type of vegetation occurring in specific areas within the
CPU boundaries where the existing vegetation mapped was in question. In particular, some
individual lots identified as potentially having greater than one-tenth of an acre of native
vegetation where corrections to the MHPA boundary are proposed were field checked.

Vegetation community classifications follow Holland (1986) and Oberbauer (1996).
Assessments of the sensitivity of habitats are based primarily on the California Native Plant
Society (CNPS; 2012), the California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB; State of
California 2014), City of San Diego (1997 and 2012), U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS; 2002), and Holland (1986).

Page 2 RECON
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2.1.2 Sensitive Plants

The locations of sensitive plant species evaluated are from the CNDDB (State of California
2014). Nomenclature for plant species follows the Jepson Online Interchange (University of
California 2014). Assessments of the sensitivity of species are based primarily on
CNPS (2012), State of California (2014), City of San Diego (1997 and 2012), and
USFWS (2002).

2.2 Sensitive Wildlife

The locations of sensitive wildlife species evaluated are from the CNDDB (State of
California 2013). Zoological nomenclature for birds is in accordance with the American
Ornithologists’ Union Checklist (2013) and Unitt (2004), for mammals with
Jones et al. (1997), for amphibians and reptiles with Crother (2008), and for butterflies with
Brown et al. (1992). Assessments of the sensitivity of species are based primarily on State
of California (2011 and 2013) and USFWS (2002).

3.0 Existing Conditions

Uptown, North Park, and Golden Hill are urban communities in the City of San Diego and
are essentially completely built out. Most of each of the community plan areas are
developed and consist of ornamental and non-native vegetation within the urbanized
portions. Native vegetation generally occurs within the canyons and areas designated as
open space where development has not occurred.

3.1 Soils

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA; 1973) mapped the following soil series in the
CPU areas: Gaviota fine sandy loam, Huerhuero loam, Olivenhain cobbly loam, Riverwash,
Redding-Urban Land complex, Redding cobbly loam, terrace escarpments, made land, and
urban land. Most of the CPU areas are covered by urban lands; the canyons are mostly
covered by Huerhuero loam.

3.2 Botanical Resources

A general description of vegetation communities and land cover types mapped within the
three communities is described below. There are seven vegetation communities and land
cover types present: coastal sage scrub, chaparral, grassland, riparian scrub, eucalyptus
woodland, disturbed land, and urban/developed. Acreages of vegetation communities and
land cover types mapped within each CPU area are described within the discussion of each
community plan area.

RECON Page 11
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3.2.1 Wetland Vegetation Communities

Wetland vegetation communities are dominated by plant species adapted to soils that have
periods of prolonged saturation. Wetland vegetation communities are considered sensitive
and regulated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), USFWS, the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB),
and the City of San Diego. One wetland community, riparian scrub, occurs in the study area.

Riparian scrub is considered a sensitive wetland habitat under Environmentally Sensitive
Lands (ESL) and the City of San Diego’s Biology Guidelines. This vegetation community
may vary from open to dense and is typically dominated by broad-leafed, winter deciduous
trees and/or shrubs. It may contain an understory consisting of sub-shrubs or herbaceous
species, although denser stands may prevent the development of understory vegetation.
Tree species may include willows (Salix spp.), Fremont cottonwoods (Populus fremontii),
and/or western sycamores (Platanus racemosa). Scrubs are generally dominated by
riparian shrubs such as mule fat (Baccharis salicifolia). Riparian scrub is typically found
along major drainages, but also may occur in smaller drainages.

3.2.2 Upland Communities

Upland vegetation communities do not support wetland species. These native vegetation
types occur on the drier areas of the mesa, slopes, and canyons in the CPU areas. Six
vegetation communities/land cover types are in this category as described below.

3.2.2.1 Grassland

Grassland is characterized by a dense to sparse cover of native and non-native annual
grasses, which may include numerous native wildflowers, particularly in years of high
rainfall. Grasslands contain species including, but not limited to, needle grasses, bromes,
wild oats, ryegrasses, and fescues. Typically, this community includes at least 50 percent
cover of the entire herbaceous layer attributable to annual non-native grass species,
although other native and non-native plant species may be intermixed (City of San Diego
2012).

These annual plants germinate with the onset of the rainy season and set seeds in the late
winter or spring. Grassland is typically found on fine-textured, usually clay, soils that range
from being moist or waterlogged in the winter to being very dry during the summer and fall.
This community is found in valleys and foothills throughout much of California at elevations
below 3,000 to 4,000 feet (Holland 1986).
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3.2.2.2 Coastal Sage Scrub

Coastal sage scrub is a plant community comprised of low-growing, aromatic, drought-
deciduous, soft-woody shrubs that have an average height of approximately 3 to 4 feet. The
plant community is typically dominated by facultatively drought-deciduous species such as
California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), California buckwheat, and coyote bush
(Baccharis pilularis) with non-native herbs and grasses growing between and within the
shrubs. The vegetation community typically is found on low moisture-availability sites with
steep, xeric slopes or clay rich soils that are slow to release stored water. These sites often
include drier south- and west-facing slopes and occasionally north-facing slopes, where the
community can act as a successional phase of chaparral development (Holland 1986).

3.2.2.3 Chaparral

Chapatrral is a plant community typically dominated by broad-leaved sclerophyllous shrubs
or small trees that typically range in height range from 4 to 10 feet tall. Chaparral is typically
dominated by blue-colored lilacs including Ramona lilac (Ceanothus tomentosus var.
olivaceus), chaparral whitethorn (C. leucodermis), and hairy ceanothus (C. oliganthus) and
may include manzanita (Arctostaphylos spp.), toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), sugar bush
(Rhus ovata), and mission manzanita (Xylococcus bicolor) (Holland 1986). Chaparral
typically is found in coastal foothills of San Diego County at elevations below 3,000 feet. It
usually occupies canyon slopes or ravines where mesic conditions are present. The
vegetation is usually dense, with little or no understory cover, but may include patches of
bare soil. Many species in this community are adapted to repeated fires by their ability to
stump sprout.

3.2.3 Other Land Cover Types

Three other land cover types are present within the CPU areas. All result from some sort of
development, encroachment, or other human disturbance.

3.2.3.1 Urban/Developed

Areas mapped as urban/developed include locations with residential housing, commercial,
and industrial land uses. Additionally, urban/developed includes ornamental areas that have
been landscaped with non-native species and are actively maintained. This land cover type
is found over the majority of the CPU areas.

3.2.3.2 Disturbed Land

Disturbed land includes undeveloped areas where vegetation has been removed and
supports primarily non-native plant species. These lands may have also been modified by
activities such as off-road vehicle use. Disturbed land is typically located along the interface
between the urban habitat areas and undeveloped canyons within the communities.
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3.2.3.3 Eucalyptus Woodland

Eucalyptus woodland is comprised of stands of eucalyptus trees (Eucalyptus spp.). These
trees are not native to the area and are considered invasive species because of their rapid
growth rate, broad cover, and allelopathic chemicals contained in their leaf litter that
prevents understory species from growing. Once established, eucalyptus groves often form
dense canopies that displace native habitats over time (Holland 1986).

3.2.4 Community Plan Area Vegetation
3.2.4.1 Uptown Community Plan Area

The vegetation communities/land cover types that occur within the Uptown community are
shown in Figure 4a. Table 1 lists acreages per vegetation community/land cover type.

TABLE 1
VEGETATION COMMUNITIES AND LAND COVER TYPES
WITHIN THE UPTOWN CPU AREA

(acres)
Vegetation Community/

Land Cover Type MSCP Tier Uptown
Coastal sage scrub Il 154.8
Chaparral I-A 136.8
Grassland 1I-B 36.1
Riparian scrub n/a 3.3
Eucalyptus woodland v 3.8
Disturbed land I\ 107.0
Urban/developed v 2,215.3
TOTAL - 2,657.1

Coastal sage scrub is found primarily along the northern perimeter of the Uptown
community and chaparral is found intermixed with the coastal sage scrub within the urban
canyons. Grassland can be found dispersed throughout the Uptown community in
undeveloped areas, while Eucalyptus woodland is mapped along the northern perimeter of
this community plan area. Riparian scrub occurs along the northern perimeter of this
community plan area. Disturbed land consists of areas along the edges of urban canyons
and undeveloped areas outside of the canyons. The urban/developed land cover type is
found over the majority of the CPU area where existing development occurs.

3.2.4.2 North Park Community Plan Area

The vegetation communities/land cover types that occur within the North Park community
are shown in Figure 4b. Table 2 lists acreages per vegetation community/land cover type.
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TABLE 2
VEGETATION COMMUNITIES AND LAND COVER TYPES
WITHIN NORTH PARK CPU AREA

(acres)
Vegetation Community/

Land Cover Type MSCP Tier North Park
Coastal sage scrub Il 100.0
Chaparral I-A 61.2
Grassland II-B 0.6
Disturbed land \ 65.0
Urban/developed 1\ 2,026.9
TOTAL - 2,253.7

Coastal sage scrub is found along the northern and southern perimeters within the canyons
of the North Park community and chaparral is found intermixed with the coastal sage scrub.
A small acreage of grassland is mapped on the northern perimeter of the North Park
community. Disturbed land consists of undeveloped areas that interface the canyons within
the community plan area and the urban/developed land cover type covers the majority of
this CPU area where existing development has occurred.

3.2.4.3 Golden Hill Community Plan Area

The vegetation communities/land cover types that occur within the Golden Hill community
are shown in Figure 4c. Table 3 lists acreages per vegetation community/land cover type.

TABLE 3
VEGETATION COMMUNITIES AND LAND COVER TYPES
WITHIN GOLDEN HILL CPU AREA

(acres)
Vegetation Community/

Land Cover Type MSCP Tier | Golden Hill
Coastal sage scrub Il 19.0
Chaparral l-A 10.5
Eucalyptus woodland 1\ 10.0
Disturbed land v 22.7
Urban/developed \ 683.3
TOTAL - 745.5

Coastal sage scrub is mapped along the eastern perimeter of the Golden Hill community
plan area within canyons. Chaparral is found adjacent to the coastal sage scrub. Eucalyptus
woodland occurs along the northern and western perimeters of the Golden Hill community.
Disturbed land consists of undeveloped areas that interface the canyons within the
community and the urban/developed land cover type is found over the majority of this CPU
area where existing development occurs.
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Image source: SanGIS (flown May 2012

CERGESy

AVAVAVNYEHO

SOUFICOURSEDR

48

i

v

- IS RERGE]

2]

i
g

JASENCRD)

RUSS BL

JISHNET
IS@NF

BROADWAY

FW“SR'—Q4'EB*‘I =10p

Existing Vegetation Communities [Jj Eucalyptus Woodland

and Land Cover Types

Golden Hill Community Plan Boundary

Disturbed Land

o)
)
Q
Ke)
o)
>
)
o
~~
c
©
o
—
o]
o)
>
—
]
[7p]
)
o)
T°
» ©
- &
S ©
wm Q
T ®©
o <
O O

FIGURE 4c

Golden Hill Community Plan Area —

Existing Vegetation Communities and Land Cover Types

M:\JOBS4\6086\common_gis\Figdc.mxd 6/24/2015 fmm

RECON



Biological Resources Report for the
Uptown, North Park, Golden Hill CPUs

THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY BLANK.

Page 22 RECON



Biological Resources Report for the
Uptown, North Park, Golden Hill CPUs

3.3 Sensitive Biological Resources

For purposes of this report, species will be considered sensitive if they are: (1) covered
species or narrow endemic species under the City of San Diego’s MSCP Subarea Plan and
Biology Guidelines, (2) listed by state or federal agencies as threatened or endangered or
are proposed for listing; (3) on California Rare Plant Rank 1B (considered endangered
throughout its range) or California Rare Plant Rank 2 (considered endangered in California
but more common elsewhere) of the CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular
Plants of California (2012); or (4) considered rare, endangered, or threatened by the
California Natural Diversity Data Base (State of California [CNDDB] 2014) or local
conservation organizations or specialists. Noteworthy plant species are considered to be
those that are on California Rare Plant Rank 3 (more information about the plant’s
distribution and rarity needed) and California Rare Plant Rank 4 (plants of limited
distribution) of the CNPS Inventory. Sensitive vegetation communities are those identified
by the CNDDB (Holland 1986), the Jepson Online Interchange (University of California
2014), or identified by the City of San Diego (2012).

Assessments for the potential occurrence of sensitive species are based upon review of
species occurrence records from the CNDDB, known ranges, and habitat preferences for
the species relative to habitat types present in each CPU area.

3.3.1 Sensitive Vegetation Communities

Sensitive vegetation communities are those communities that are of highly limited
distribution. These communities may also support concentrations of sensitive plant or
wildlife species. Within the City of San Diego’s Biology Guidelines, upland vegetation
communities have been divided into four tiers of sensitivity. Upland vegetation communities
that are classified as Tier | (rare uplands), Tier Il (uncommon uplands), or Tier lll (common
uplands) are considered sensitive by the City. Tier IV (other uplands) vegetation
communities are not considered sensitive (City of San Diego 2012). The sensitive
vegetation community Tiers present in the CPU areas are shown on Figures 5a-5¢ and
summarized below.

Coastal sage scrub, in pristine or disturbed condition, is considered sensitive by federal and
state resource agencies due to the scarcity of this vegetation community and the number of
sensitive species associated with it. This vegetation community is categorized as a Tier Il
vegetation community and is mapped within all three CPU areas.

Chaparral is categorized as a Tier IlIA vegetation community. Tier IIIA communities,
although common, are considered sensitive as they may support a variety of rare plant and
animal species. Chaparral is also mapped within all three CPU areas.

Grassland is classified as a Tier [lIB community. Tier 11IB habitat is considered less valuable
than native habitat, but still provides foraging habitat for many species, particularly raptors,

RECON Page 23



Biological Resources Report for the
Uptown, North Park, Golden Hill CPUs

and may support a variety of rare plant and animal species. Grassland is found within the
North Park and Uptown community plan areas.

Riparian scrub is considered a sensitive wetland habitat by the City of San Diego and
resource agencies. This sensitive wetland habitat is found only within the Uptown
community plan area.

3.3.2 Sensitive Plant Species

The sensitive plant species below are known to occur within the three CPU areas based on
information obtained from CNDDB (State of California 2014). Precise locations of sensitive
plant species is not available for this program-level analysis and would be identified through
on-site reconnaissance and project-level analysis in conjunction with any proposed future
development projects. Tables 4a-4c list the sensitive plant species with known occurrences
in each CPU area. General descriptions of these sensitive plant species, and which
community plan area they are known to occur, are described below.

3.3.2.1 Listed and MSCP-Covered Plant Species

The sensitive plant species discussed below have known historical occurrences within the
CPU areas based on information obtained from CNDDB (State of California 2013). Precise
locations of sensitive plant species are not available for this plan-level analysis and would
be identified through on-site reconnaissance in conjunction with future projects with the
potential to impact sensitive biological resources. The distribution of suitable habitat within
the CPU areas was used to determine the potential for occurrence of sensitive plant species
for the plan level of analysis. Potential areas of effect to sensitive plant species were
identified in remnant native habitat existing at the interface of development and the adjacent
urban canyons. Native habitat also exists within the canyons. The remaining CPU areas are
built out and do not support sensitive biological resources.

The GIS analysis showed that only very small areas (less than 0.1 acre per lot) of native
habitat may remain on individual lots adjacent to canyon edges that may be impacted by
edge effects (e.g., brush management zone 1). Therefore, it was determined that sensitive
plant species have a low potential to occur within these areas. The GIS analysis also
showed that sensitive plant species have the potential to occur further downslope within the
relatively undisturbed native habitats. However, these areas are outside of any potential
plan level impacts (i.e., development is not expected to occur), therefore, no significant
impacts to sensitive plant species are anticipated to occur.

Sensitive plant species could potentially occur within relatively undisturbed native habitats in
the canyon areas of the community plans. However, the plan updates involve little or no
change to the open space or MHPA designations in the urban canyons. Potentially
occurring sensitive species would be conserved in accordance with ESL regulations, the
Biology Guidelines, and the provisions of the MSCP Subarea Plan. This is discussed further
in Section 5.1, Project Impacts.
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TABLE 4a

SENSITIVE PLANT SPECIES KNOWN OR WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE UPTOWN COMMUNITY

CNPS
State/ Rare City of
Federal Plant San
Species Status Ranking Diego Habitat/Blooming Period
ANGIOSPERMS: DICOTS

CACTACEAE CACTUS FAMILY
Ferocactus viridescens —/— 2.1 MSCP | Succulent; chaparral, coastal sage scrub, valley and foothill grassland, vernal pools;

San Diego barrel cactus blooms May—June; elevation less than 1,500 feet.
CRASSULACEAE STONECROP FAMILY
Dudleya variegata —/- 1B.2 NE, Perennial herb; openings in chaparral, coastal sage scrub, grasslands, vernal pools;

Variegated dudleya MSCP | blooms May—June; elevation less than 2,000 feet.
FAGACEAE OAK FAMILY
Quercus dumosa —/- 1B.1 - Evergreen shrub; closed-cone coniferous forest, coastal chaparral, coastal sage

Nuttall's scrub oak scrub, sandy and clay loam soils; blooms Feb.—March; elevation less than 1,300 feet.
LAMIACEAE MINT FAMILY
Acanthomintha ilicifolia CE/FT 1B.1 NE, Annual herb; chaparral, coastal sage scrub, and grasslands on friable or broken clay

San Diego thornmint MSCP | soils; blooms April-June; elevation less than 3,100 feet.

ANGIOSPERMS: MONOCOTS

THEMIDACEAE
Bloomeria [=Muilla] clevelandii —/- 2.1 MSCP | Perennial herb (bulbiferous); chaparral, coastal sage scrub, valley and foothill

San Diego goldenstar grassland, vernal pools, clay soils; blooms May; elevation 170-1,500 feet.

STATE LISTED PLANTS
CE = State listed endangered

FEDERAL CANDIDATES AND LISTED PLANTS
FE = Federally listed endangered
FT = Federally listed threatened

CITY OF SAN DIEGO
NE Narrow endemic
MSCP Multiple Species Conservation Program covered species

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY RARE PLANT RANKINGS

1B Species rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere. These species are eligible for state listing.

Species rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere. These species are eligible for state listing.

Species for which more information is needed. Distribution, endangerment, and/or taxonomic information is needed.

A watch list of species of limited distribution. These species need to be monitored for changes in the status of their populations.

Species seriously threatened in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened; high degree and immediacy of threat)

Species fairly threatened in California (20-80% occurrences threatened; moderate degree and immediacy of threat)

Species not very threatened in California (<20% of occurrences threatened; low degree and immediacy of threat or no current threats known)

Wi BN
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TABLE 4b

SENSITIVE PLANT SPECIES KNOWN OR WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE NORTH PARK COMMUNITY

CNPS
State/ Rare City of
Federal Plant San
Species Status Ranking Diego Habitat/Blooming Period
ANGIOSPERMS: DICOTS

ASTERACEAE SUNFLOWER FAMILY
Ambrosia monogyra —I- 2B.2 - Perennial shrub; sandy, chaparral, Sonoran desert scrub; blooms Aug—Nov; elevation

[FHymenoclea monogyra] 30—1,650 feet.

singlewhor! burrobrush
Ericameria palmeri var. palmeri —/- 1B.1 MSCP | Perennial evergreen shrub; chaparral coastal sage scrub, typically in mesic areas;
[=E. palmeri ssp. palmeri] blooms July—Nov.; elevation less than 2,000 feet. Known from six occurrences in

Palmer’s goldenbush California.
[=Palmer’s ericameria]
Isocoma menziesii var. —/- 1B.2 - Perennial shrub; chaparral, coastal sage scrub, sandy soils, often in disturbed areas;
decumbens blooms April-Nov.; elevation less than 500 feet.
decumbent goldenbush

CACTACEAE CACTUS FAMILY
Cylindropuntia [=Opuntia] —/- 1B.1 NE, Succulent shrub; chaparral, coastal sage scrub; blooms April-May; elevation 100-500
californica var. californica] MSCP | feet.

Snake cholla
FAGACEAE OAK FAMILY
Quercus dumosa —/- 1B.1 - Evergreen shrub; closed-cone coniferous forest, coastal chaparral, coastal sage

Nuttall's scrub oak scrub, sandy and clay loam soils; blooms Feb.—March; elevation less than 1,300 feet.
RHAMNACEAE BUCKTHORN FAMILY
AdO'Dhl_a ca!lfornlca . —I- 2B.1 - Perennial deciduous shrub; Diegan coastal sage scrub and chaparral; clay soils;

California adolphia blooms Dec.—May; elevation 100-2,500 feet.

FEDERAL CANDIDATES AND LISTED PLANTS

FE
FT

Federally listed endangered
Federally listed threatened

CITY OF SAN DIEGO
NE Narrow endemic
MSCP

RECON

STATE LISTED PLANTS

CE

Multiple Species Conservation Program covered species

= State listed endangered
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TABLE 4b
SENSITIVE PLANT SPECIES KNOWN OR WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE NORTH PARK COMMUNITY
(continued)

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY RARE PLANT RANKINGS

1B Species rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere. These species are eligible for state listing.

Species rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere. These species are eligible for state listing.

Species for which more information is needed. Distribution, endangerment, and/or taxonomic information is needed.

A watch list of species of limited distribution. These species need to be monitored for changes in the status of their populations.

Species seriously threatened in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened; high degree and immediacy of threat)

Species fairly threatened in California (20-80% occurrences threatened; moderate degree and immediacy of threat)

Species not very threatened in California (<20% of occurrences threatened; low degree and immediacy of threat or no current threats known)

Wi BN
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TABLE 4c
SENSITIVE PLANT SPECIES KNOWN OR WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE GOLDEN HILL COMMUNITY

CNPS
State/ Rare City of
Federal Plant San
Species Status Ranking Diego Habitat/Blooming Period
ANGIOSPERMS: DICOTS
FAGACEAE OAK FAMILY
Quercus dumosa —/— 1B.1 - Evergreen shrub; closed-cone coniferous forest, coastal chaparral, coastal sage
Nuttall's scrub oak scrub, sandy and clay loam soils; blooms Feb.—March; elevation less than 1,300 feet.

FEDERAL CANDIDATES AND LISTED PLANTS STATE LISTED PLANTS
FE = Federally listed endangered CE = State listed endangered
FT = Federally listed threatened
CITY OF SAN DIEGO
NE = Narrow endemic
MSCP = Multiple Species Conservation Program covered species

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY RARE PLANT RANKINGS

1B Species rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere. These species are eligible for state listing.

Species rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere. These species are eligible for state listing.

Species for which more information is needed. Distribution, endangerment, and/or taxonomic information is needed.

A watch list of species of limited distribution. These species need to be monitored for changes in the status of their populations.

Species seriously threatened in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened; high degree and immediacy of threat)

Species fairly threatened in California (20-80% occurrences threatened; moderate degree and immediacy of threat)

Species not very threatened in California (<20% of occurrences threatened; low degree and immediacy of threat or no current threats known)
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San Diego thornmint (Acanthominthailicifolia). San Diego thornmint is federally listed as
threatened and state listed as endangered (USFWS 1998, State of California 2014). It is
considered a narrow endemic under the MSCP and has a CNPS Rare Plant Ranking of
1B.1 (rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere; seriously endangered in
California) (City of San Diego 1997; CNPS 2012). This annual herb in the mint
family (Lamiaceae) flowers from April through June. It is known to occur at elevations
between 30 and 3,200 feet in San Diego County and in northern Baja California. Preferred
habitat is friable or cracked clay soil in grassy openings within chaparral and coastal
scrub (Reiser 2001). This species has known occurrences within the Uptown community
(State of California 2014). However, there is a low potential for occurrence of this species
within any of the areas affected by these community plan updates.

San Diego goldenstar (Bloomeria [=Muilla] clevelandii). San Diego goldenstar is a
covered species under the MSCP and has a CNPS Rare Plant Ranking of 1B.1 (rare,
threatened, or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere; seriously
endangered in California) (City of San Diego 1997; CNPS 2012). San Diego goldenstar is a
bulbiferous herb of the Brodiaea family (Themidaceae). This species is found only in
southwestern San Diego County and northern Baja California, where it occurs on clay soils
in coastal sage scrub, chaparral, and grassland habitats (Munz 1974). It is a perennial bulb
threatened by loss, degradation, and conversion of habitat. This species has known
occurrences within the Uptown community (State of California 2014). However, there is a
low potential for occurrence of this species within any of the areas affected by these
community plan updates.

Snake cholla (Cylindropuntia [=Opuntia] californica var. californica). Snake cholla is
considered a narrow endemic species under the MSCP and has a CNPS Rare Plant
Ranking of 1B.1 (rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere; seriously
endangered in California) (City of San Diego 1997; CNPS 2012). Itis a generally prostrate
cactus (Cactaceae family) that may grow up to 9 feet and blooms with yellow or green-
yellow flowers in April and May. This variety grows only in southern San Diego County and
Baja California, with the northernmost known location in Florida Canyon in Balboa
Park (Reiser 2001). Snake cholla occurs in coastal sage scrub and chaparral habitats
betweenl00 and 500 feet elevation (CNPS 2012), most often on dry hillsides. It is
associated with Huerhuero loam, Gaviota fine sandy loam, and Redding cobbly loam
soils (Reiser 2001). This variety can be distinguished from C. californica var. parkeri by its
range, prostrate form, and shorter tubercle and longer central spine (Reiser 2001). This
species has known occurrences within the North Park community (State of California 2014).
However, there is a low potential for occurrence of this species within any of the areas
affected by these community plan updates.

Variegated dudleya (Dudleya variegata) Variegated dudleya is considered a narrow
endemic species under the MSCP and has a CNPS Rare Plant Ranking of 1B.2 (rare,
threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere; fairly endangered in California) (City
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of San Diego 1997, CNPS 2012). This small succulent perennial in the stonecrop
family (Crassulaceae) emerges from a corm in spring and produces yellow flowers in May
and June. Its range extends from southwestern San Diego County to Baja California. It
occurs in coastal sage scrub, grassland, and chaparral habitats below 500 feet. It usually
grows in stony places lacking shrub cover, on isolated rocky substrate in grasslands, and on
mima mounds near vernal pools. It often occurs on gravelly loam soils (Reiser 2001). This
species can be distinguished from many-stemmed dudleya (D. multicaulis) by its spoon-
shaped, rather than linear, leaves and from Blochman’s dudleya (D. blochmaniae ssp.
blochmaniae) by its yellow, rather than white flowers. This species has known occurrences
within the Uptown communit