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Rothman, Christine

From: Honma, Lisa@Waterboards <Lisa.Honma@waterboards.ca.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2015 4:05 PM
To: Whitney, Travis
Cc: Matter, Gene; Rothman, Christine; Rom, Catherine; Lehotsky, Genene; Rose Galer 

(Rose.A.Galer@usace.army.mil); Becker, Eric@Waterboards
Subject: RE: Via de la Bandola - RGP 63 Request - R9-2015-0187;819596;lhonma
Attachments: 2013rgp63_cert.pdf

The City has been enrolled in the General Certification for RGP‐63 (attached).  The City is responsible for meeting the 
provisions of the permit.   

Consistent with the San Diego Water Board's approach in certifying routine channel maintenance projects and in 
accordance with section VI of Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Reauthorization of Regional General Permit 63 for Repair and Protection Activities in Emergency Situations, SB13006IN 
(RGP‐63 Certification), the City of San Diego will be required to provide compensatory mitigation for permanent impacts 
that result in a loss of functions in the amount of 2:1 (area mitigated:area impacted) in wetland enhancement for the 
removal of southern willow scrub and freshwater marsh.  No compensatory mitigation will be required for the removal 
of non‐native vegetation. 

Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks and Enjoy the Holiday, Lisa 

Lisa E.B. Honma 
Watershed & Riparian Protection Unit 

2375 Northside Drive, Suite 100 
San Diego, CA 92108  

Direct Line: 619/521-3367 
Front Desk: 619/516-1990 
E-mail: Lisa.Honma@waterboards.ca.gov
Office Website: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/

><((((º>`·..· ́ ><((((º>·..·́ ><((((º>·...><((((º>. 
· `·. . · `·.. ><((((º>`·. .· `·. .· `·... ><((((º>

Please take the time to fill out our electronic customer service survey  
located at http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Customer/ . 

From: Whitney, Travis [mailto:TWhitney@sandiego.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2015 1:47 PM 
To: sandiego 
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Cc: Matter, Gene; Rothman, Christine; Rom, Catherine; Lehotsky, Genene; Rose Galer (Rose.A.Galer@usace.army.mil); 
Becker, Eric@Waterboards; Honma, Lisa@Waterboards 
Subject: RE: Via de la Bandola - RGP 63 Request - R9-2015-0187;819596;lhonma 

Good afternoon, 

As requested, please see the attached revised version the Emergency Notification Form (Attachment D) for the Via de la 
Bandola Emergency Maintenance project for inclusion in the administrative record. 

Feel free to contact me with any questions. 

Thank you, 

Travis Whitney 
Associate Planner 
City of San Diego 
Transportation & Storm Water Department 
2781 Caminito Chollas, MS 44 
San Diego, CA 92105 
(619) 527-8058  |  (619) 307-5268 (Cell)
TWhitney@sandiego.gov

From: Honma, Lisa@Waterboards [mailto:Lisa.Honma@waterboards.ca.gov]  
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2015 11:27 AM 
To: Whitney, Travis <TWhitney@sandiego.gov> 
Cc: Matter, Gene <RMatter@sandiego.gov>; Rothman, Christine <CRothman@sandiego.gov>; Rom, Catherine 
<CRom@sandiego.gov>; Lehotsky, Genene <DLehotsky@sandiego.gov>; Rose Galer (Rose.A.Galer@usace.army.mil) 
<Rose.A.Galer@usace.army.mil>; Becker, Eric@Waterboards <Eric.Becker@waterboards.ca.gov> 
Subject: RE: Via de la Bandola ‐ RGP 63 Request 

Travis, Thank you for your submittal of the Emergency Notification Form (Attachment D) requesting emergency 
maintenance to remove all existing vegetation and sediment from approximately 670 feet of concrete‐lined channel at 
the Via de la Bandola location.  The vegetation communities proposed for removal include 0.09 acre of southern willow 
scrub, 0.10 acre of disturbed freshwater marsh, and 0.02 acre of non‐native vegetation.  While the City of San Diego has 
reported the proposed impacts as temporary wetland impacts, this type of impact is actually considered a permanent 
loss of functions and beneficial use values since the Project is not proposing to restore these vegetation communities 
upon completion.  Additionally, we consider the aquatic resource type to be “stream channel.” Please revise the Fill and 
Excavation Discharges Table on page 5 to reflect these changes and resubmit a signed copy of the form for the 
administrative record. 

Consistent with the San Diego Water Board's approach in certifying routine channel maintenance projects and in 
accordance with section VI of Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Reauthorization of Regional General Permit 63 for Repair and Protection Activities in Emergency Situations, SB13006IN 
(RGP‐63 Certification), the City of San Diego will be required to provide compensatory mitigation for permanent impacts 
that result in a loss of functions in the amount of 2:1 (area mitigated:area impacted) in wetland enhancement for the 
removal of southern willow scrub and freshwater marsh.  No compensatory mitigation will be required for the removal 
of non‐native vegetation. 

The City of San Diego has met the emergency notification and fee requirements of the RGP‐63 Certification and will be 
enrolled in the Certification upon the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' authorization of RGP‐63 for the project. 
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Please feel free to resubmit your document to the sandiego@waterboards.ca.gov email address and include the 
following reference number at the end of your subject line: R9‐2015‐0187;819596;lhonma to ensure proper routing. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank you and Have a Happy Thanksgiving, 

Lisa E.B. Honma 
Watershed & Riparian Protection Unit 

2375 Northside Drive, Suite 100 
San Diego, CA 92108  

Direct Line: 619/521-3367 
Front Desk: 619/516-1990 
E-mail: Lisa.Honma@waterboards.ca.gov
Office Website: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/

><((((º>`·..· ́ ><((((º>·..·́ ><((((º>·...><((((º>. 
· `·. . · `·.. ><((((º>`·. .· `·. .· `·... ><((((º>

Please take the time to fill out our electronic customer service survey  
located at http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Customer/ . 

From: Whitney, Travis [mailto:TWhitney@sandiego.gov]  
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2015 5:14 PM 
To: sandiego; WB-DWQ-Stateboard401; Honma, Lisa@Waterboards 
Cc: Matter, Gene; Rothman, Christine; Rom, Catherine; Lehotsky, Genene 
Subject: Via de la RGP 63 

Good evening, 

Please find the attached RGP63 Attachment D form for the Via de la Bandola emergency maintenance project. A check 
for $200.00 and associated transmittal letter were submitted to the San Diego RWQCB offices earlier this afternoon by 
staff from our division. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

Thank you, 

Travis Whitney 
Associate Planner 
City of San Diego 
Transportation & Storm Water Department 
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2781 Caminito Chollas, MS 44 
San Diego, CA 92105 
(619) 527-8058  |  (619) 307-5268 (Cell)
TWhitney@sandiego.gov
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EMERGENCY PERMIT 

1. City of San Diego Transportation Storm Water Department 11/24/15 
(Name) (Date) 

2. 2781 Caminito Chollas MS 44 
(Street Name & No.) 

3. San Diego, CA 92105 
(City, State, Zip) 

4. PTS 458147 Approval No. 1603563 
(PTS and Emergency Permit Number) 

5. Work is located concrete-lined drainage channel located south side of State Route 905, 
north of Via De La Bandola, east of Picador Boulevard., west oflnterstate 805within the 
San Ysidro Community Planning Area. 

6. Consistent with the CEQA Exemption the emergency maintenance is for the removal of 
dense vegetation and sediment in a 670 foot long, 6 foot wide, concrete lined drainage 
channel. Work crews will push vegetation and sediment to a central location to an 
excavator placed outside of the channel at 4004 Via de la Bandola which would then load 
the debris collected into dump trucks to be hauled off-site to an approved staging area at 
2130 Monument Road and later transported to the Miramar landfill. 

Emergency Work Requested 

Dear Ms. Rothman: 

This letter constitutes approval of the emergency work you or your representative have 
requested to be done at the location listed above. Based on the submitted information and 
staffs site inspection an unexpected geotechnical occurrence requiring immediate action 
to prevent or mitigate loss or damage to life, health, property or essential public services. 

a. An emergency exists which requires action more quickly than pennitted 
by the procedures for acquiring a Coastal and/or Site Development Permit; and 

b. Public comment on the proposed emergency action has been solicited and 
reviewed to the extent feasible; and 

Attachment 5



The work is hereby approved, subject to the following conditions: 

1. Only that work specifically requested as described above, described 
within the CEQA document and for the specific property listed above is 
authorized. Any additional work requires separate authorization from the City 
Manager. 

2. The pem1ittee shall apply for a Public Project Assessment to detennine if a 
follow-up permit is needed or submit for a regular Coastal and/or Site 
Development Permit to have the emergency work be considered permanent. 

3. This permit does not eliminate the need to obtain necessary 
authorizations and/or permits from other agencies. 

If you have any questions about the provisions of this authorization, please call the City of 
San Diego, Development Services Department. 

EMERGENCY PERMIT APPROVED: 

Helene Deisher, Development Project Manager 

JOB ORDER NUMBER: 21002863 
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L64A-005 

Project Information 
Project Nbr: 458147 
Project Mgr: Deisher, Helene 

Approval Information 

Approval Nbr: 16 03563 

THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
Development Services 

1222 First Avenue, San Diego, CA 92101-4154 

Title: Via de Ia Banda/a Emergency 

(619)446-5223 

Type: Emergency 
Authorization-ESL 

hmdeisher@sandiego.gov 

Status: Issued 

Page 1 of 1 

1111111111111111111111 IIIII IIIII 11111111 

1111111 IIIII IIIII IIIII 111111111111111 1111 1111 
Issued: 11/24/2015 4:00pm 

Completed: 

Issued By: Deisher, Helene Permit Holder: Rothman, Christine- Transportation Stormwater 

Completed By: 

Extension Qty: 0 Extended By: 
Scope: Emergency maintenance for the removal of dense vegetation 

and sediment in a 670 foot long, 6 foot wide, concrete lined 
drainage channel. Work crews will push vegetation and 
sediment to a central location to an excavator placed outside 
of the channel at 4004 Via de Ia Bandola which would then 
load the debris collected into dump trucks to be hauled off-site 
to an approved staging area at 2130 Monument Road and later 
transported to the Miramar landfill. 

Job Location (2139 MONUMENT RD) 

Owner Occupied: D 

Cancel Reason: 

Precancel Status: 
Land Doc Type: 

Recorded Map No.: 

Recorded Date: 

Address 
4004 VIA DE LA BANDOLA 

Assessor Parcel 
638-261-1000 

p2k v 02.03.38 

Overridden:D 

Helene Deisher 446-5223 



NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

(Check one or both) 
TO: X RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK 

P.O. Box 1750, MS A-33 
1600 PACIFIC HWY, ROOM 260 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101-2422 

___ OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH 
1400 TENTH STREET, ROOM 121 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

FROM: CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
1222 FIRST A VENUE, MS 501 
SAN DIEGO, CA 921 01 

PROJECTNO.: N/A PROJECT TITLE: Via de Ia Bandola Storm Water Drainage Channel 
Emergency Maintenance 

PROJECT LOCATION-SPECIFIC: The project is emergency maintenance of a concrete-lined drainage channel 
located south side of State Route 905, north of Via De La Bandola, east of Picador Boulevard., west of 
Interstate 805within the San Ysidro Community Planning Area, Council District 8, San Diego, California. The 
site is not located within the MHP A. 

PROJECT LOCATION-CITY/COUNTY: City of San Diego/San Diego 

DESCRIPTION OF NATURE AND PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT: Emergency maintenance for the removal of dense 
vegetation and sediment in a 670 foot long, 6 foot wide, concrete lined drainage channel. The material to be 
removed has significantly diminished the ability of the channel to safely convey storm water in the event of a 
major rainfall event. Based on the forecasted El Nino-influenced weather patterns bringing heavier than normal 
rainfall to the San Diego region during the winter of 2015-2016 and recent observations of dete1iorating channel 
stability conditions (e.g. thinning sediment, trees leaning at increasingly horizontal angles) observed by City 
crews within the last 30 days, the T &SW has determined that there is an imminent threat to life and property 
from the vegetation and debris within the Via de Ia Bandola channel. If the dislodged vegetation clogs the 
culvert at the west end of the drainage facility, flooding is expected to occur. Additionally, removing only the 
downstream portion of this vegetation and sediment would break up the overall vegetative structure in the 
channel and encourage sloughing, therefore, continuing the risk of flooding during future rain events. Such a 
clogged condition occurred in a similar channel (San Carlos Creek) on November 1, 2014 when a rainfall event 
of 0.5 inches dislodged vegetation, sediment and trash within that concrete-lined channel, obstructed a 
downstream culvert and caused flood damage to adjacent residences. A bobcat will be lowered via crane into 
the channel to push vegetation and sediment to a central location for an excavator placed outside of the channel 
at 4004 Via de la Bandola which would then load the debris collected into dump trucks to be hauled off-site to 
an approved staging area at 2130 Monument Road and later transported to the Miramar landfill. A Vactor truck 
will be used at the outfall at 1661 Picador Blvd to capture any water leaving the work area. If flows increase 
into the work area, a sandbag berm and pumps will be deployed to bypass-pump water into the downstream 
culvert. This emergency work is expected to remove an estimated 2,000 cubic yards of material. 

A biological survey of the emergency maintenance area was completed by a HELIX biologist on December 9, 
2014. Vegetation impacts are expected to be limited to the removal of approximately 4,421 square feet (0.1 0 
acre) of cattails, 3,738 square feet (0.09 acre) ofsouthem willow scrub, and 807 square feet (0.02 acre) of 
acacia (not jurisdictional habitat) within the concrete-lined cha1mel. The total wetland impacts of the 
emergency maintenance activities, including cattails and willows, are expected to be 0.19 acre. The total area 
of vegetation removed including the acacia would be 0.21 acre. All work will be monitored by a qualified 
biologist and all equipment and all materials will be removed following completion of work. 
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NAME OF PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING PROJECT: City of San Diego 

NAME OF PERSON OR AGENCY CARRYING OUT PROJECT: Transportation & Storm Water Division, Operations 
and Maintenance, 2781 Caminito Chollas, CA 92108, Gene Matter 619.527.7506 

EXEMPT STATUS: (CHECK ONE) 
( ) MINISTERIAL (Sec. 21080 (b) (1); 15268); 
( ) DECLARED EMERGENCY (Sec. 21080 (b) (3); 15269(a)); 
(X) EMERGENCY P ROJECT (Sec. 21080(b)( 4); 15269(b) & (c) 
( ) CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION: (Sec. 15301) 
( ) STATUTORYEXEMPTIONS: (Sec. 15269) 

REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: 
This emergency exemption is based on the expert opinion and findings of the Transportation & Storm Water 
Department that immediate action is necessary to remove sediment and vegetation from this channel to prevent 
imminent damage to public and ptivate property and downstream resources. This emergency activity meets the 
criteria set forth in CEQA Section 21080(b)(4) and Section 15269 of the CEQA Guidelines which allow for 
actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency. The exemption is appropriate given the significant risk 
to life and property posed by the changed conditions in the channel and the high likelihood of major rain events 
occurring imminently due to El Nifio. Section 15269 (b) applies to emergency repairs to publicly or privately 
owned service facilities necessary to maintain service essential to the public health, safety, or welfare; Section 
15269( c) allows for specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency, but does not include long­
term projects undertaken for the purpose of preventing or mitigating a situation that has low probability of 
occurrence in the short-term. The risk of flooding in this channel is extremely high in the near-tenn due to the 
likelihood of sediment and vegetation becoming dislodged with the first heavy rains brought on by El Nifio. 

ANALYST: M.Blake, Inte1im Deputy Director, Plam1ing Department, Telephone: (619) 446-5375 

IF FILED BY APPLICANT: 
1. ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT OF EXEMPTION FINDING. 
2. HAS A NOTICE OF EXEMPTION BEEN FILED BY THE PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT? 

( ) Y ES ( ) No 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED THAT THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO HAS DETERMINED THE ABOVE ACTIVITY TO BE EXEMPT 
FROMCEQA 

{~~ 
SIGN A TURE/INTERIM DEPUTY D fRECTOR 

CHECK ONE: 
(X) SIGNED BY LEAD AGENCY 
( ) SIGNED BY APPLICANT 

Dm I 

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING WITH COUNTY CLERK OR OPR: 
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