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MMIISSSSIIOONN TTRRAAIILLSS RREEGGIIOONNAALL PPAARRKK
MMAASSTTEERR PPLLAANN UUPPDDAATTEE

PPUUBBLLIICC WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP
TThhee CCiittyy ooff SSaann DDiieeggoo PPllaannnniinngg aanndd CCoommmmuunniittyy IInnvveessttmmeenntt
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt,, PPaarrkk PPllaannnniinngg SSeeccttiioonn,, wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo iinnvviittee yyoouu
ttoo ppaarrttiicciippaattee iinn tthhee ffiirrsstt PPuubblliicc WWoorrkksshhoopp ffoorr tthhee MMiissssiioonn

TTrraaiillss RReeggiioonnaall PPaarrkk MMaasstteerr PPllaann.. TThhee mmeeeettiinngg wwiillll ffooccuuss oonn
iiddeennttiiffyyiinngg oobbjjeeccttiivveess,, iissssuueess,, ccoonncceerrnnss aanndd pprriioorriittiieess ffoorr

MMiissssiioonn TTrraaiillss RReeggiioonnaall PPaarrkk.. TThhiiss iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn wwiillll bbee uusseedd
aass tthhee bbaassee lliinnee ffoorr uuppddaattiinngg tthhee 11998855 MMaasstteerr PPllaann..

DDaattee:: JJaannuuaarryy 2277,, 22001111
TTiimmee:: 66::0000 pp..mm.. –– 99::0000 pp..mm..

LLooccaattiioonn:: MMiissssiioonn TTrraaiillss RReeggiioonnaall PPaarrkk
VViissiittoorr aanndd IInntteerrpprreettiivvee CCeenntteerr

OOnnee FFaatthheerr JJuunniippeerroo SSeerrrraa TTrraaiill
SSaann DDiieeggoo,, CCAA 9922111199

AA pprreesseennttaattiioonn wwiillll bbee hheelldd aatt 66::3300 iinn tthhee TThheeaatteerr.. MMaappppiinngg aanndd ootthheerr
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn wwiillll bbee aavvaaiillaabbllee ffoorr rreevviieeww iinn tthhee aaddjjaacceenntt MMeeeettiinngg RRoooomm

aannyyttiimmee bbeettwweeeenn 66::0000 aanndd 99::0000 ttoo ffaacciilliittaattee qquueessttiioonnss aanndd iinnppuutt..

FFoorr aaddddiittiioonnaall iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, pplleeaassee ccoonnttaacctt tthhee JJeeffff HHaarrkknneessss ((661199))553333--66559955 oorr eemmaaiill
aatt:: jjhhaarrkknneessss@@ssaannddiieeggoo..ggoovv
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Mission Trails Regional Park
Master Plan Update and
Natural Resources Management Plan

City of San Diego
City Planning & Community Investment Department
Contract No. H094797

Public Workshop #1
Objectives, Issues,

Concerns & Priorities

MTRP Maste r P l an Update & Natu ra l Resources Management P l an

Why are we here?
It is recognized that developments included in this 

Plan will be implemented over an extended period of 
time, probably approaching twenty years. During this 
period, many changes can be expected in prevailing 

circumstances and conditions which may dictate more 
revisions to the facilities proposed for the Park. These 
will depend on public attitudes, sensitivities, perceived 
needs and desires, and the willingness and/or ability 

of public agencies to meet these needs. The park 
development is therefore viewed as an evolutionary

process which can and will alter over time.
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MTRP Maste r P l an Update & Natu ra l Resources Management P l an

Is this the only Public Workshop?
No – There will be two 
additional Public 
Workshops, and the 
Public Review Period.

Workshop #2 will
focus on Alternatives 
and act as the Public 
Scoping meeting for 
the NRMP and EIR.

Workshop #3 will
focus on a Draft 
Master Plan and 
NRMP

MTRP Maste r P l an Update & Natu ra l Resources Management P l an

Goals for Tonight:
1) Review 1985 Master Plan
a) What has been implemented
b) What are the major changes

i. MSCP Multiple Habitat Preserve Areas
ii. Clairemont Mesa Blvd / Jackson Dr

c) What has not or cannot be implemented
2) Review East Elliott Expansion Area
3) Review West Sycamore Expansion Area

Receive Your Comments about Uses you 
like, dislike, or want more/less of & 

Resources you want to see protected
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Mission Trails Regional Park Vision

MTRP Mission Statement

“Providing recreational and 
educational opportunities while 

protecting historical, cultural and 
natural resources for future 

generations.”

Mission Trails Regional Park Vision
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Mission Trails Regional Park has been called
the third jewel in the City of San Diego Park System

(Balboa Park and Mission Bay Park are the first and second.)
2008 City of San Diego General Plan – Recreation Element

Multi-purpose 
Role
Serve 

comprehensive 
mix of recreational, 

educational, and 
cultural needs of 

Region

Accommodate 
active and passive 

uses

One Park

Distinct 
geographical areas 

are integrated to 
form one regional 

park with 
environmental and 

visual integrity

Trail & Open 
Space Linkages

Park should orient 
outward with 
regional and 

community trail 
and open space 

linkages

Response to 
Environment

Park uses and 
facilities should be 

responsive to 
environmental 

opportunities and 
constraints
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MTRP 1985 Master Plan

MTRP 1985 Master Plan: Lake Murray



5

Lake Murray

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Golf Course / Driving Range

Lake Murray
Recreational Path

Lake Murray

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Parking / Picnic / Boat Fishing

Alvarado Water Treatment Plant

Fly Casting / Fishing Pier
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Lake Murray Community Park

Tennis Club

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Softball/Baseball Fields

Playground / Multi-use Field

MTRP 1985 Master Plan: Cowles Mtn
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Cowles Mountain

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Cowles Mountain
Monument

Interpretive Signage

Parking / Restroom / Trailhead

MTRP 1985 Master Plan: Mission Gorge
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Mission Gorge

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Outdoor Amphitheater

Nature Art

Parking / Visitor Center 
/ Group Picnic

Cultural Art

Mission Gorge

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Rock Climbing Area
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Mission Gorge

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
BMX Area

MTRP 1985 Master Plan: East Fortuna
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East Fortuna

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Interpretive Signage along Trail

Parking / Picnic Area Pedestrian Bridge

Old Mission Dam

East Fortuna

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Kumeyaay Lake Campground

Outdoor Amphitheater / 
Group Area

Shore Fishing
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East Fortuna

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Equestrian Facilities

Multi-use Staging Area

Picnic Areas

Native Plant 
identification area 
being Developed

MTRP 1985 Master Plan: West Fortuna
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West Fortuna

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Picnic Areas

Staging Area

Pedestrian/Bicycle/
Emergency Access Bridge

Picnic / ADA Access

Park Map

Multiple Species Conservation Program

CHANGED CONDITIONS
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Multiple Species Conservation Program

CHANGED CONDITIONS

The extension of Clairemont Mesa Blvd and Jackson Drive and the associated park 
development shown within the 1985 Master Plan are no longer implementable due to 
resource management requirements within the MSCP.

Multiple Species Conservation Program

CHANGED CONDITIONS
Natural Resources Management Plan 
(NRMP)

As part of the MSCP process, a NRMP is required to be 
developed for MTRP.  The NRMP is being developed 
concurrently with this Master Plan update.  As such, all Master 
Plan project ideas will be coordinated with the development of 
the NRMP to ensure consistency between the two plans. Not 
all requested Master Plan projects will be found to be 
consistent with the resource protection goals of the MSCP via 
the NRMP and will be dropped from further consideration.
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1985 Master Plan

UNCOMPLETED ELEMENTS
Lake Murray:
•Park Ridge to Del Cerro Bike Trail
•Park Ridge Picnic / Grass Area

Cowles Mountain:
•Mesa Road Entrance / Parking
•Pyles Peak Vista Point
•Big Rock/Mesa Road Group 
Picnic / Restroom

Mission Gorge:
•Hiking Trail parallel Father Junipero
Serra Trail
•Kwaay Paay Loop Trail
•Group Picnic Area
•Deerfield Day Use /Picnic Area

West Fortuna:
•Day Use / Picnic Area
•Parking / Restrooms

UNIMPLEMENTABLE ELEMENTS
Lake Murray:
•Separated Alvarado Bay Swimming Lagoon

West Fortuna:
•Archery Range

Regulatory Challenges

Overview

EXPANSION AREAS



15

East Elliott

EXPANSION AREAS

The vast majority of the East Elliott Community Plan Area was targeted for preservation as 
part of the MSCP process.  Privately owned parcels can still be developed pursuant their 
compliance with regulatory requirements, which will not change via inclusion of this area within 
the MTRP Master Plan.

West Sycamore

EXPANSION AREAS
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MTRP
Master Plan

Update
&

Natural
Resources

Management
Plan

Sign-in
Review Maps at Stations 1-4
Provide Comments at Station 5
• Use Post-its to write comments

• Place icons on aerial photo
Areas of Trail Erosion / Too Steep

Biological/Cultural Resources to Protect

Locations for Tables, Benches, Educational Panels

Trail Re-routes, New Connections, Closures

• Add any other notes to the aerial photo

WORKSHOP INSTRUCTIONS

MTRP
Master Plan

Update
&

Natural
Resources

Management
Plan

Complete Trail Use 
Survey
• Circle User Type

• Circle Frequency of Use

• Circle Trailheads Used

• Trace Trails Used

• Identify Trails to Close

• Identify Potential Trail 
Connections

WORKSHOP INSTRUCTIONS
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MTRP
Master Plan

Update
&

Natural
Resources

Management
Plan

QUESTIONS?



Workshop Instructions
Thank You for participating in this Public Workshop for the MTRP Master Plan Update (MPU), 
Natural Resources Management Plan (NRMP), and Environmental Document (EIR).

Presentation
There will be a short presentation at 6:30pm in the Theater about the Master Plan process; its 
history and accomplishments; changed conditions since 1985; unimplemented projects; and an 
overview of the two expansion areas. 

Workshop
Within the Workshop Area there are 5 Stations (as shown on the Map on the reverse of these In-
structions).  The reverse side also contains the MTRP Mission Statement and the Four Overarch-
ing Concepts that the Park has been organized around since 1985.

Stations 1-4 provide existing condition maps of diff erent geographic areas of MTRP.

Station 5 in the center of the workshop area, contains a large aerial photo of each of the geo-
graphic areas of the park with existing trails and uses displayed. At this station you are asked to:

First - place your comments and suggestions on the large aerials via post-it notes, iconic 
push pins (provided), or by directly drawing/writing on the aerial.  Everyone’s comments/
suggestions are welcome, so please do not remove or cross out someone else’s.
Second - let us know about portions of trails that are eroding, too steep, or any other issues 
we should be aware of.
Third - let us know about locations where additional picnic tables, benches or other ameni-
ties could be added.
Fourth - are there additional resources (visual, cultural, biological) that you would like to 
see interpreted?
Fifth - are there trail re-routes, extensions, or even new connections / loops that you would 
like to see considered, or are there trails you think should be closed?
Finally - are there cultural or biological resources you think need better protections that 
should be specifi cally addressed within the NRMP?

Trail Use Survey
We are asking everyone to participate within a simple trail user survey.  The second page of your 
handout has an aerial photo and the existing trails displayed for Lake Murray / Cowles Mountain 
on one side and Mission Gorge / Fortuna Mountain on the other.
There are 3 parts to the survey:

First - Tell us about yourself by circling the user type icon that matches how you use the 
Park trails (more than one icon can be circled). Also let us know the frequency you use the 
Park trails.
Second - Tell us where you enter the Park and what trails you use, want closed, or created  
by following the instructions on the map. Also circle the trailheads you use to access the 
Park.
Third - Tell us what you like or dislike about the trails you use, or ones that you avoid, within 
the Comments box provided.

Once you’ve completed your survey, please place it in the box at the sign-in table.

Once again, Thank You for Participating



MTRP is founded on four main concepts:

1. Multi-purpose Role
Serve comprehensive mix of

 recreational, educational, and
cultural needs of the Region to

Accommodate active and passive 
uses

2. One Park
Distinct geographical areas are
integrated to form one regional 

park with environmental
and visual integrity

3. Trail & Open Space Linkages
The Park should orient outward 

with regional and community trail 
and open space linkages

4. Response to Environment
Park uses and facilities should be 

responsive to environmental oppor-
tunities and constraints

 

Room Layout

Lake Murray &
Cowles Mtn.

Mission Gorge &
Fortuna Mtn.
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“Providing recreational and educational oppor-
tunities while protecting historical, cultural and 

natural resources for future generations.”

Mission Trails Regional Park has been called
the third jewel in the City of San Diego Park System

(Balboa Park and Mission Bay Park are the fi rst and second.)
2008 City of San Diego General Plan - Recreation Element

MTRP Mission Statement

1

2

3

4

5

1985 & 2008 Master Plan

1985 & 2008 Master Plan



Lake Murray / Cowles Mountain

Comments:

Name (Optional):
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Legend
Workshop Input

BMX Biker
Climbing
Mountain Bikes
Equestrian
Erosion
Hiker
Kiosk
Restroom
Runner
Stroller
Too Steep
Walker

Workshop Comments

Constraint
Neutral
Opportunity
Requested Trail Connections
MTRP Trails
Park Boundary

ID: Comment
1: Too steep  prone to erosion
2: Kwaay Paay Too Steep! Total re-route
3: Connect Trails
4: Connect Cowles to main park visitor center multi-use
5: Ped bridge
6: Link
7: Link
8: Connect Vis. Cntr & Cowles
9: Extend trail to Mission Gorge Rd. and trails on other side Bill Simmons
10: New trail to connect Pyle’s back to Cowles Peak to have loop
11: Have someone delist all online references to Cowles hiking
12: Can we do something about the 4 feet deep ruts from heavy use?
13: "Non-profit or citizens can provide funding for implementation of trail creation,
restoration, kiosks, etc."
14: Easier bike access under Jackson linking the 2 golf courses
15: Trail from Lake Murray to Cowles Mt.
16: Road surface maintenance on the 10k road around Lake Murray
(smooth surface for bicycles/rollerblade in-line) budgeted periodically
i.e. resurface every x years.
17: Currently road surface in very poor shape!
18: I would like an off-leash dog area
19: "This is primarily used for fitness hikes. Make it more family friendly
to get to the top, smooth out and make sustainable."
20: "Cowles is completely overcrowded, overused over impacted areas"
21: Close trail for 6 months for maintenance
22: Re-route service road for hiking and biking - single track (+1)
23: Add a bathroom - bushes are overused and smelly
24: Open to bikes
25: Re-route and open to bikes
26: BMX skills park
27: BMX/MTB Skills progression park
28: Re-route sections. More single track loop trails Barker way bike loop
29: MTB/BMX skills park
30: Need alternate to road
31: "Need trail to replace road, Mesa trail to peak"
32: Alternate multi-use trail to replace road 
33: Build new trail that follows contours w/switchbacks
34: Bike skills development area w/progressive features open to all riding abilities 
35: A sanctioned BMX area here would serve 100’s of bikers in the surrounding area.
The dirt is very soft here and would be easy to build and won’t hurt to land on
36: Also skills area for Mt. bikers would serve families and riders going up and
coming down mesa and big rock.
37: Bike skills park at Mesa Rd and Big Rock trailhead. Amen!
38: A bit more maintenance on Big Rock lane drops off water bars
39: Picnic area and restroom here would be redundant as Big Rock Park is just
down the road
40: "BMX/MTB skills park here. A legitimate to learn and improve on riding skills
so illegal building won’t happen. Not just dirt features (lips, doubles, etc.) but also
wooden features, skimmers, ladders, drops. "
41: Trailhead and parking at end of Cowles Mtn Blvd link trails to existing Mesa/Big Rock Trails
42: Remove Mtn Bike conditional use sign on Mesa/Big Rock
43: Mtn Bikes
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Legend
Workshop Input

BMX Biker
Climbing
Mountain Bikes
Equestrian
Erosion
Hiker

Kiosk
Restroom
Runner
Stroller
Too Steep
Walker

Workshop Comments
Constraint
Neutral
Opportunity
Requested Trail Connections
MTRP Trails
Park Boundary

ID: Comment
1: Keep public access to all areas unless a reason is
provided to mandate closure. Use most up to date
sensitive species list.
2: Erosion
3: Trails need to remain but re-routed to be sustainable
4: E Ticket years of tireless work to fix unsustainable trail
took way too long to finally re-route
5: Old tank roads should be replaced w/contour style trails
6: Erosion
7: Trail was created here by bikes and hikers during water
project - remove or mark trail
8: Heavy erosion
9: Please do a thorough analysis of impacts of all climbing
areas not simply based on presence of sensitive resources
- the presence of sensitive resources does not mandate
removal of recreation in area.
10: I would like an off-leash dog area
11: De-emphasize this as an entrance to the park. Entry
requires trespassing on private property. Several layers of
signage and fencing have been installed to control traffic.
HOA agreed to not fence off area so long as traffic in the
park was limited. Madaffer committed to this. Not sure that
agreement is still known by park administration
12: "Need major re-routing. Deep erosion, S carves - +1,+1"
13: Need single track access from Jackson to rest of W park
14: Add bench for view or picnic table
15: Why was this area closed to climbing
16: "The quarry is an important potential resource to the
climbing community. It receives afternoon shade, has
existing routes, and an existing dirt road to the base.
Please reopen this to the climbing community - (includes
signatures of approximately 7 community members)"
17: Acquire superior ready mix property
18: Connection to west SD river
19: "BMX needs tons of soft dirt, current condition is
extremely unsafe for BMX and is impossible to build on,
if the dirt is provided, bikers will use it and alter it properly
for maximum enjoyment"
20: What is the long term plan for Deerfield
21: Why is this area closed?
22: "Footbridge, proper safe crossing"
23: All seasons crossing
24: Put bridge crossing for year round access
25: Traffic signal at entrance to the park so pedestrians
can enter park safely without walking up Mission Gorge
or crossing illegally
26: Visitor Center - Could we hold educational sleepovers
like SD Natural History Museum does - They are a great
family experience and could maybe raise $
27: The isolated nature of this area is one of its greatest
assets (no new trails)
28: Fond memories of carrying the bike up S. Fortuna
29: Why is this area closed to climbing?
30: Please re-open this area Thank you
31: Why is climbing here closed?
32: More river access
33: Open to Mtn Bike
34: Public comment on biological impacts - seasonal
restrictions can be use to protect resources and allow
recreation
35: Why is climbing closed?
36: Dirt/Single track alternate to park road
37: Steep and Slippery
38: Please re-open this area Thank you

ID: Comment
39: Trail from Golfcrest to trails Old Grove
40: Please do not connect
41: Climbing site west side of Pyles Peak
42: Could we have a trail and/or reopen to climbing? If not,
why not?
43: Make a new trail with switchbacks to the peak
44: "Hundreds dead black caterpillars observed along north
side of Old Dam, along river bed. Some alive, many dead.
Can someone check this?"
45: Some brush clearing to keep a single track through this
area
46: Need single track connection over Fortuna and
between E and W sides
47: Single track off road to connect East and West 
48: Roads differ from trails  (+1)
49: Interpretive signage
50: Add bench for view or picnic table
51: Re-route single track to connect Oak to N. Fortuna
52: To steep access road
53: This trail is horrific
54: A nice Mt. Bike/Hike trail
55: Re-open to MTB.
56: "Too steep, erodes to river"
57: Erodes to river
58: Roads erode to stream that feeds directly to SD river.
That ain’t right!
59: Erosion ma?? To SD river
60: Open land north at SR52 - OAIC
61: Erosion
62: Erosion
63: Re-do fire rd
64: Loop from Oak Canyon to Spring Canyon
65: Open land north SR-52 Spring
66: Trails above road as alternative
67: Better drainage after rain
68: Road damage from rain vehicles
69: Horses need to have poop collectors mess on trail
70: Bicycle pump track
71: "Corals Arenas, Arenas should not have chipped and
shredded bark added as mulch it hurts horses"
72: Trail to connect to San Diego River Park Trail
73: Open view
74: Habitat restoration
75: Connect
76: MTB/Hike
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Legend
Workshop Input

BMX Biker
Climbing
Mountain Bikes
Equestrian
Erosion
Hiker

Kiosk
Restroom
Runner
Stroller
Too Steep
Walker

Workshop Comments

Constraint
Neutral
Opportunity
Requested Trail Connections
MTRP Trails
Park Boundary

ID: Comment
1: Keep trails here for Mtn Biking. They are well built and weather
well. (Directional Arrow) 3 barrels (Directional Arrow) Iron tread
switchbacks
2: Good single track for bikes here. No erosion from bikes or rain
3: "All existing single track aka ""unauthorized"" trails purpose built
for mtn biking between spring and oak canyons MUST remain -
They’re some of the best riding trails in the area! There are also
side canyons from Oak and Spring Canyons that are ripe for
well-designed single track"
4: Ridgeline single track loop top of spring canyon and oak and
bottom N of 52 crossover
5: "Great game trails all around for narrow ""primitive trail"" use"
6: Open area Nth 52 Spring and Oak
7: One trail (Green) Minimal segmentation. Contour as much as
possible - sustainable. Minimal incursion in riparian habitat.
Stay out of flood plains.
8: Too steep and noisy
9: Open trail to bikes
10: Open to bikes/families on bikes
11: Horses need to take their poop with them. Disgusting.
Also introduces invasive species in back country
12: Alternate site for BMX area?
13: Add to expansion access to climbing boulders
14: Mt. Bike trails here would be nice
15: Santee Boulders rock climbing
16: "Very important community resource hiking, off-leash dog,
climbing"
17: Who does this belong to? Pardee homes
18: Do not approve Castle Rock save the Stowe trail
19: Mt Trashmore trail (Approx. alignment)
20: After the landfill closes install a DH specific ride area -
gravity fed single track
21: Mt Trashmore DH Park. From dumps to jumps
22: "Keep single track trail, vernal pool educational signage"
23: MTB/Hike Connection Trail
24: MTB/Hike Trail
25: Historic Stowe Trail
26: Erosion
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Legend
Workshop Input

BMX Biker
Climbing
Mountain Bikes
Equestrian
Erosion
Hiker
Kiosk
Restroom
Runner
Stroller
Too Steep
Walker

Workshop Comments

Constraint
Neutral
Opportunity
Requested Trail Connections
MTRP Trails
Park Boundary

ID: Comment
1: Connection to Gooden using Trail! Fun Narrow Trail.
2: Existing service roads are not trails
3: Contour single track provide connector to other single track
4: Sustainable single track to connect with Beezer Road
5: Trailhead/Staging Area
6: Short + long loop single track ridgeline trail system. Out of washes
7: Roads are not trails
8: Roads are not trails
9: "Southern entrance from Sycamore to W.S. staging area - Provide more sustainable,
less steep single-track connector"
10: Gooden Ranch
11: Erosion
12: Alternate contour trail avoids steep roads
13: Re-route several terrible washed out areas
14: Re-route unsustainable sections countless hours of work gone to waste
15: Open up this single track trail



Legend
MTRP Trails
Bikes
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Legend
MTRP Trails
Pedestrian
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MMIISSSSIIOONN TTRRAAIILLSS RREEGGIIOONNAALL PPAARRKK
MMAASSTTEERR PPLLAANN UUPPDDAATTEE

PPUUBBLLIICC WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP
TThhee CCiittyy ooff SSaann DDiieeggoo CCiittyy PPllaannnniinngg aanndd CCoommmmuunniittyy

IInnvveessttmmeenntt DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt,, PPaarrkk PPllaannnniinngg SSeeccttiioonn,, wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo
iinnvviittee yyoouu ttoo ppaarrttiicciippaattee iinn tthhee sseeccoonndd PPuubblliicc WWoorrkksshhoopp ffoorr
tthhee MMiissssiioonn TTrraaiillss RReeggiioonnaall PPaarrkk MMaasstteerr PPllaann.. TThhee mmeeeettiinngg

wwiillll ffooccuuss oonn ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess aanndd ccoonnssttrraaiinnttss aanndd ddrraafftt
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt aalltteerrnnaattiivveess bbeeiinngg ccoonnssiiddeerreedd ffoorr MMiissssiioonn TTrraaiillss

RReeggiioonnaall PPaarrkk,, iinncclluuddiinngg ffuuttuurree ppllaannss ffoorr ttwwoo eexxppaannssiioonn
aarreeaass:: EEaasstt EElllliiootttt aanndd WWeesstt SSyyccaammoorree.. TThhee rreessuullttss ooff tthhiiss
wwoorrkksshhoopp wwiillll bbee uusseedd ttoo ddeevveelloopp aa pprreeffeerrrreedd ddeevveellooppmmeenntt

aalltteerrnnaattiivvee ttoo iinnccoorrppoorraattee iinn tthhee MMaasstteerr PPllaann uuppddaattee..

DDaattee:: MMaarrcchh 3311,, 22001111
TTiimmee:: 66::0000 pp..mm.. –– 99::0000 pp..mm..

LLooccaattiioonn:: MMiissssiioonn TTrraaiillss RReeggiioonnaall PPaarrkk
VViissiittoorr aanndd IInntteerrpprreettiivvee CCeenntteerr

OOnnee FFaatthheerr JJuunniippeerroo SSeerrrraa TTrraaiill
SSaann DDiieeggoo,, CCAA 9922111199

AA pprreesseennttaattiioonn wwiillll bbee hheelldd aatt 66::3300 iinn tthhee TThheeaatteerr.. MMaappppiinngg aanndd ootthheerr
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn wwiillll bbee aavvaaiillaabbllee ffoorr rreevviieeww iinn tthhee aaddjjaacceenntt MMeeeettiinngg RRoooomm

aannyyttiimmee bbeettwweeeenn 66::0000 aanndd 99::0000 ttoo ffaacciilliittaattee qquueessttiioonnss aanndd iinnppuutt..

FFoorr aaddddiittiioonnaall iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, pplleeaassee ccoonnttaacctt tthhee JJeeffff HHaarrkknneessss ((661199))553333--66559955 oorr eemmaaiill
aatt:: jjhhaarrkknneessss@@ssaannddiieeggoo..ggoovv
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Mission Trails Regional Park
Master Plan Update and
Natural Resources Management Plan

City of San Diego
City Planning & Community Investment Department
Contract No. H094797

Public Workshop #2
Draft Alternatives

MTRP Maste r P l an Update & Natu ra l Resources Management P l an

Why are we here?
It is recognized that developments included in this 

Plan will be implemented over an extended period of 
time, probably approaching twenty years. During this 
period, many changes can be expected in prevailing 

circumstances and conditions which may dictate more 
revisions to the facilities proposed for the Park. These 
will depend on public attitudes, sensitivities, perceived 
needs and desires, and the willingness and/or ability 

of public agencies to meet these needs. The park 
development is therefore viewed as an evolutionary

process which can and will alter over time.
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MTRP Maste r P l an Update & Natu ra l Resources Management P l an

Is this the last Public Workshop?
No – There will be one 
more Public Workshop 
and the Public Review 
Period.

Workshop #2 will
focus on Alternatives 
and act as the Public 
Scoping meeting for 
the NRMP and EIR.

Workshop #3 will
focus on a Draft 
Master Plan and 
NRMP elements

MTRP Maste r P l an Update & Natu ra l Resources Management P l an

Goals for Tonight:
1) Review Input from Public Workshop #1
2) Review Potential Constraints
a) Biological (Plants & Animals)
b) Physical (Erosion Hazard)
c) Cultural / Paleontological

3) Review Trails Assessment
4) Review Proposed Alternatives
a) Lake Murray/Cowles Mtn
b) Mission Gorge/Fortuna Mtn
c) East Elliott Expansion Area
d) West Sycamore Expansion Area
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Mission Trails Regional Park Vision

MTRP Mission Statement

“Providing recreational and 
educational opportunities while 

protecting historical, cultural and 
natural resources for future 

generations.”

Mission Trails Regional Park Vision

Fo
ur

 C
on

ce
pt

s

Mission Trails Regional Park has been called
the third jewel in the City of San Diego Park System

(Balboa Park and Mission Bay Park are the first and second.)
2008 City of San Diego General Plan – Recreation Element

Multi-purpose 
Role
Serve 

comprehensive 
mix of recreational, 

educational, and 
cultural needs of 

Region

Accommodate 
active and passive 

uses

One Park

Distinct 
geographical areas 

are integrated to 
form one regional 

park with 
environmental and 

visual integrity

Trail & Open 
Space Linkages

Park should orient 
outward with 
regional and 

community trail 
and open space 

linkages

Response to 
Environment

Park uses and 
facilities should be 

responsive to 
environmental 

opportunities and 
constraints
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Mission Trails Regional Park MPU

Comments from Public 
Workshop #1

Public Workshop #1: Comments
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Public Workshop #1: Comments

Public Workshop #1: Comments
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Public Workshop #1: Comments

Mission Trails Regional Park MPU

Potential Constraints
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High Constraints - Plants

San Diego
Ambrosia
(Ambrosia pumila)
-Existing Locations
-USFWS Critical 
Habitat

San Diego
Thorn Mint 
(Acanthomintha
ilicifolia)
- Potential Habitat

High Constraints – Plant Habitats

Vernal Pools
-Existing Locations

S. Cottonwood / 
Willow Riparian 
Forest
- San Diego River 
Corridor

S. Sycamore / 
Alder Riparian 
Woodland
- Oak Canyon 
Corridor / Willowy 
Monardella
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High Constraints - Animals

Least Bell’s Vireo 
(Vireo bellii pusillus)
-Existing Nesting 
Areas

Hermes Copper 
(Lycaena hermes)
- Larval Host Plants

Pocketed Free-
tailed Bat 
(Nyctinomops
femorosacca)
- Significant Roosts

High Constraints - Animals

Least Bell’s Vireo 
(Vireo bellii pusillus)
-USFWS Critical 
Habitat
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High Constraints - Animals

California
Gnatcatcher
(Polioptila
californica)
-USFWS Critical 
Habitat

Moderate Constraints - Plants

• San Diego County Viguiera (Bahiopsis lacinata)

• Long-spined Spineflower (Chorizanthe polygonoides var. longspina)

• Summer Holly (Comarstaphylis diversifolia ssp. diversifolia)

• Variegated Dudleya (Dudleya variegata)

• San Diego Barrel Cactus (Ferocactus viridescens)

• Decumbent Goldenbush (Isocoma menziesii var. decumbens)

• San Diego Marsh-elder (Iva hayesiana)

• San Diego Goldenstar (Muilla clevelandii)

• Spiny Redberry (Rhamnus crocea)

• Ashy Spike-moss (Selaginella cinerascens)
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Moderate Constraints - Plants

Moderate Constraints - Plants

S. Sycamore / 
Alder Riparian 
Woodland
- Spring Canyon 
Corridor
-Little Spring 
Canyon Corridor
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Moderate Constraints - Animals

Pocketed Free-tailed Bat
(Nyctinomops femorosacca)
- Incidental Observations
Big Brown Bat
(Eptesicus fuscus)
Brazilian Free-tailed Bat
(Tadarida brasiliensis)
Greater Western Mastiff 
Bat
(Eumops perotis californicus)
Western Mastiff Bat
(Eumops perotis)
Hoary Bat
(Lasiurus cinereus)
Western Pipistrelle Bat
(Pipistrelle hesperus)
Western Red Bat
(Lasiurus blossevillii)
Yuma Myotis
(Myotis yumanensis)

Constraints – Wildlife Habitats

High Constraint
Vernal Pools
Coastal Sage Scrub
Oak Woodlands
Riparian Corridors

Moderate
Constraint
Grasslands
Chaparral 
(Observed Sensitive 
Species)

Low Constraint
Chaparral (No 
Observed Sensitive 
Species)
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Constraints – Wildlife Habitats

High Constraint
Vernal Pools
Coastal Sage Scrub
Oak Woodlands
Riparian Corridors

Moderate
Constraint
Grasslands
Chaparral 
(Observed Sensitive 
Species)

Low Constraint
Chaparral (No 
Observed Sensitive 
Species)

Constraints – Physical

Percent Slope
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Constraints – Physical

Percent Slope

Constraints – Physical

Soil Families
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Constraints – Physical

Soil Families

Constraints – Physical

Erosion Hazard
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Constraints – Physical

Erosion Hazard

Constraints – Cultural/Paleo

Cultural / Paleontological
Cultural Resources

High Constraint
Existing Sites

Moderate – Low Constraint
Probability of Resources

Vegetation
Geology
Spatial Proximity

Paleontological Resources
High – No Constraint

Probability of Resources
Geology
Soils
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Constraints – Composite

Composite
Constraints

Mission Trails Regional Park MPU

Trail Assessment
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Trail Assessment – Connectivity/Experience

All “Trails”
~44 miles

Mission Gorge 
/ Fortuna Mtn

Trail Assessment – Connectivity/Experience

No Utility
Roads

~29 miles

Mission Gorge 
/ Fortuna Mtn
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Trail Assessment – Connectivity/Experience

No Access
Roads

~20 miles

Mission Gorge 
/ Fortuna Mtn

Trail Assessment – Connectivity/Experience

Existing / 
Proposed

Mission Gorge 
/ Fortuna Mtn
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Trail Assessment – Design Essentials

1.Half Rule
2.Ten% Average Guideline
3.Maximum Sustainable Grade
4.Grade Reversals
5.Outslope

Trail Design
5 Essential Elements

Trail Assessment – Design Essentials

Half Rule
Existing

Mission Gorge 
/ Fortuna Mtn
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Trail Assessment – Design Essentials

10% Guideline
Existing

Mission Gorge 
/ Fortuna Mtn

Trail Assessment – Design Essentials

Half Rule
Proposed

Mission Gorge 
/ Fortuna Mtn
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Trail Assessment – Design Essentials

10% Guideline
Proposed

Mission Gorge 
/ Fortuna Mtn

Mission Trails Regional Park MPU

Proposed Alternatives
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Lake Murray
ALTERNATIVES

Cowles Mountain
ALTERNATIVES
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Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES
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East Elliott – Implementation Issues

Implementation within East Elliott
The vast majority of the East 
Elliott Community Plan Area was 
identified for preservation as part 
of the MSCP process.  Privately 
owned parcels can still be 
developed pursuant to their 
compliance with regulatory 
requirements, which will not 
change via inclusion of this area 
within the MTRP Master Plan.

Until private property is acquired, 
land owner liability related to 
recreational activities is protected 
under:
• CA Civil Code 846 & 1714
• CA Government Code 831.4 & 
835-835.4
• Public Resources Code 5075.4

East Elliott Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES
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West Sycamore Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES

MTRP
Master Plan

Update
&

Natural
Resources

Management
Plan

Sign-in
Review Constraints Maps
Review Proposed Alternatives
• Use Post-its to write comments
• Add any other notes to the Alternatives Maps

Complete your Voting Ballot
• Rate each element from Love It to Hate It
• Rank your Top 10 Priorities for Implementation

WORKSHOP INSTRUCTIONS
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MTRP
Master Plan

Update
&

Natural
Resources

Management
Plan

QUESTIONS?
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Lake Murray
L1 Provide a Trail Connection from Dwane Ave. to Lake Murray Service Road

Instructions: Please review the Draft Alternative Maps and review the various potential project options listed below.
Then rate each project option by filling in the appropriate Love to Hate Category. We are also asking you to choose 10
project options that you would like to see as priorities for implementation. Select a maximum of ten total projects and
number your priorities from the highest (1) to lowest (10). You may want to pick your top ten first then come back and
list your priority numbers. You may provide additional comments at the end of this table.
Thank You

Mission Trails Regional Park
Master Plan Update

y

L2 Resurface the Lake Murray Service Road (to allow for in line skating or biking for example)

L3 Reroute Trail from Apartment Complex to Murray Service Road

L4 Reroute Trail from Apartment Complex to Lake Murray Service Road

L5 Reroute Trail from Apartment Complex to Lake Murray Service Road

L6
Treat Urban Runoff before Discharging Downstream of Dam (through bio swale or wetland for
example)

L7 Regrade Dirt Parking Lots to Lower Erosion and Sediment Dischage to Lake Murray

Cowles Mountain
C1A Reroute Primary Cowles Mountain Trail (Option A)

C1B Reroute Primary Cowles Mountain Trail (Option B)

C2 Provide Trail Alternative to Cowles Mountain Service Road

C3 Improve Barker Way Trailhead with Off street Parking and Porta johns

C4A Improve Mesa Road Trailhead with Off street Parking, Porta johns (Option A)

C4B Improve Mesa Road Trailhead with On street Parking, Porta johns (Option B)

C5 Add Mesa Road Bike Skills Park



C6A Add a Mesa Road to Pyles Peak Trail (Option A)

C6B Add a Mesa Road to Pyles Peak Trail (Option B)

C7 Reroute Lower Mesa Road/Big Rock Trail

C8 Provide a Trail Connection between Mesa Road Trail and Lake Murray Blvd. Trail

C9 Reroute Pyles Peak Trail

C10 Provide a New Pyles Peak Staging Area

C11 Add a Golf Crest to Pyles Peak Trail

C12 Add a Pyles Peak Climbing Access Trail

Mission Gorge
M1 Extend the San Diego River Trail from Park Boundary to Deerfield BMX Trail

M2 Improve the existing Deerfield BMX / Bike Skills Park

M3A Extend the San Diego River Trail from Deerfield to Jackson Staging Area (Option A)

M3B Extend the San Diego River Trail from Deerfield to Jackson Staging Area (Option B)

M4 Improve the San Diego River Trail from Jackson Staging Area to the Visitor Center Trail

M5 Add a New Oak Grove Parking Area

M6 Add a new Oak Grove to Golfcrest Trail

M7A Construct a San Diego River Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Crossing (Option A)M7A Construct a San Diego River Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Crossing (Option A)

M7B Construct a San Diego River Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Crossing (Option B)

M7C Construct a San Diego River Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Crossing (Option C)

M7D Construct a San Diego River Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Crossing (Option D)

M8A Provide a Oak Grove to Kwaay Paay Peak Trail (Option A)

M8B Provide a Oak Grove to Kwaay Paay Peak Trail (Option B)

M8C Provide a Oak Grove to Kwaay Paay Peak Trail (Option C)

M9 Reroute the Upper Kwaay Paay Trail

M10 Reroute the Lower Kwaay Paay Trail (West side)

M11 Reroute the Lower Kwaay Paay Trail (East side)

M12 Reroute the Lower Kwaay Paay Trail (Mission Trails Drive Connector)

M13 Repair the Kumeyaay Lake Berm



Fortuna Mountain
A1 Acquire Additional Lands for a Bike Skills Park

A2 Acquire Additional Lands for New Staging Areas near Major Trails

F1 Reroute the Lower Quarry Loop Trail

F2 Reroute the Mid Quarry Loop Trail

F3 Reroute the Northern Quarry Loop Trail

F4 Reroute the Western Quarry Loop Trail

F5 Reroute the Clairemont Mesa Blvd Canyon Trail

F6 Construct a New San Diego River Crossing to South Fortuna Trail

F7 Reroute the South Fortuna to Stairs Trail

F8 Reroute the S Curves Trail

F9 Add a South Fortuna Climbing Access Trail

F10 Provide a New South Fortuna Westside Trail

F11 Provide a New Western Suycott Valley Trail

F12 Reroute the South Fortuna Peak Northern Approach

F13 Add a New Old Dam to Fortuna Ridge Trail

F14 Add a New Fortuna Ridge to Fortuna Saddle TrailF14 Add a New Fortuna Ridge to Fortuna Saddle Trail

F15 Add a New Fortuna Saddle to E ticket Trail

F16 Reroute the Portobello to Rim Trail

F17 Reroute the Lower Shepard's Pond Trail

F18 Add a New North Fortuna Westside Trail

F19 Reroute the North Fortuna Peak Southern Approach

F20 Add a New Fortuna Saddle to North Perimeter Trail

F21 Reroute the Upper Shepard's Pond Trail

F22 Reroute the Northwest Rim Trail

F23 Reroute the Northeast Rim Trail

F24 Reroute the North Fortuna Peak Northern Approach Re Route

F25 Reroute Western North Perimeter Trail

F26 Reroute Northern Rim Trail

F27 Reroute Northern North Perimter Trail

F28 Reroute Western North Perimeter Trail



F29 Reroute Eastern North Perimeter Trail

F30 Reroute Oak Canyon Entry Trail

F31 Add a New Grasslands to Oak Canyon Trail

F32 Reroute the Equestrian Staging Area to Spring Canyon Trail

East Elliott Expansion Area
E1 Reroute the Southwestern Spring Canyon Trail

E2 Add a New Oak Canyon to Ridgeline Trail

E3 Add a New Oak Canyon to Spring Canyon Trail

E4 Reroute the Western Spring Canyon to Utility Road

E5 Add a Western Spring Canyon Utility Road Connector Trail

E6 Add a New Northwestern Spring Canyon Lower Trail

E7 Add a New Northwestern Spring Canyon Upper Trail

E8 Add a New Northeastern Spring Canyon Lower Trail

E9 Add a New Northeastern Spring Canyon Upper Trail

E10 Add a New North Landfill Trail

E11 Add a New Landfill to Stowe Trail

E12 Provide a Santee Overlook TrailE12 Provide a Santee Overlook Trail

E13 Add a New Santee Boulders Trail

E14 Add a New Spring Canyon to Santee Boulders Trail

West Sycamore Expansion Area
W1 Provide a New West Sycamore Staging Area

W2 Add a Extensiong to the Beeler Canyon to Ridge Trail (Trans County Trail)

W3 Add a New Beeler/Sycamore Canyon to Ridge Trail

W4 Add a New Sycamore Canyon to Ridge Trail

W5 Add a New Ridge to Goodan Ranch Trail

W6 Add a New North Segment of Southern Loop Trail

W9 Add a New Central Segment of Southern Loop Trail

W10 Add a New Southern Segment of Southern Loop Trail

W11 Add a New Western Loop Trail



Comments

Please mail completed Voting Forms to:
City of San Diego
City Planning and Community Investment Department
Park Planning Division
202 C Street, MS 5A
San Diego, CA 92101
Attention: Jeff Harkness

Or transfer your information to the on line survey form provided at http://www.mtrp.org/master_plan.asp



MTRP PW2 Alternative Project Element Voting Summary
Raw Votes % of Votes 101 Top Ten
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Lake Murray 2 1 0 1 2

L1 Provide a Trail Connection from Dwane Ave. to Lake Murray Service Road 10 15 25 5 2 26 25% 25% 7% 56% 0

L2 Resurface the Lake Murray Service Road (to allow for in line skating or biking for example) 3 12 23 13 7 9 15% 23% 20% 57% 0

L3 Reroute Trail from Apartment Complex to Murray Service Road 2 14 29 8 4 2 16% 29% 12% 56% 0

L4 Reroute Trail from Apartment Complex to Lake Murray Service Road 3 13 28 8 4 3 16% 28% 12% 55% 0

L5* Reroute Trail from Apartment Complex to Lake Murray Service Road 0 2 4 1 0 1 2% 4% 1% 7% 0

L6 Treat Urban Runoff before Discharging Downstream of Dam (through bio swale or wetland for example) 9 17 24 6 2 25 26% 24% 8% 57% 0L6 Treat Urban Runoff before Discharging Downstream of Dam (through bio swale or wetland for example) 9 17 24 6 2 25 26% 24% 8% 57% 0

L7 Regrade Dirt Parking Lots to Lower Erosion and Sediment Dischage to Lake Murray 3 16 33 3 2 15 19% 33% 5% 56% 0

Cowles Mountain
C1A Reroute Primary Cowles Mountain Trail (Option A) 10 16 28 5 0 31 26% 28% 5% 58% 1 8

C1B Reroute Primary Cowles Mountain Trail (Option B) 10 17 29 4 1 31 27% 29% 5% 60% 1 1 1 1 17

C2 Provide Trail Alternative to Cowles Mountain Service Road 46 15 10 2 0 105 60% 10% 2% 72% 6 1 1 2 3 1 100

C3 Improve Barker Way Trailhead with Off street Parking and Porta johns 7 15 27 5 5 14 22% 27% 10% 58% 1 2

C4A Improve Mesa Road Trailhead with Off street Parking, Porta johns (Option A) 9 16 19 7 7 13 25% 19% 14% 57% 0

C4B Improve Mesa Road Trailhead with On street Parking, Porta johns (Option B) 5 16 25 4 3 16 21% 25% 7% 52% 0

C5 Add Mesa Road Bike Skills Park 52 8 8 2 1 108 59% 8% 3% 70% 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 44

C6A Add a Mesa Road to Pyles Peak Trail (Option A) 37 23 10 0 0 97 59% 10% 0% 69% 2 3 3 1 3 1 1 3 1 116

C6B Add a Mesa Road to Pyles Peak Trail (Option B) 28 17 16 3 0 70 45% 16% 3% 63% 2 3 3 1 1 1 1 88

C7 Reroute Lower Mesa Road/Big Rock Trail 28 9 18 7 3 52 37% 18% 10% 64% 1 3 1 15

C8 Provide a Trail Connection between Mesa Road Trail and Lake Murray Blvd. Trail 14 18 20 1 2 41 32% 20% 3% 54% 0

C9 Reroute Pyles Peak Trail 26 9 25 3 3 52 35% 25% 6% 65% 1 1 4

C10 Provide a New Pyles Peak Staging Area 8 15 29 5 2 22 23% 29% 7% 58% 1 1 1 12

C11 Add a Golf Crest to Pyles Peak Trail 38 15 11 5 2 82 52% 11% 7% 70% 3 1 1 1 6 2 47

C12 Add a Pyles Peak Climbing Access Trail 24 9 25 3 0 54 33% 25% 3% 60% 3 1 1 31

Mission Gorge
M1 Extend the San Diego River Trail from Park Boundary to Deerfield BMX Trail 17 22 18 2 0 54 39% 18% 2% 58% 1 1 11

M2 Improve the existing Deerfield BMX / Bike Skills Park 52 12 9 3 1 111 63% 9% 4% 76% 7 3 1 1 2 2 120

M3A Extend the San Diego River Trail from Deerfield to Jackson Staging Area (Option A) 13 13 24 3 0 36 26% 24% 3% 52% 1 5M3A Extend the San Diego River Trail from Deerfield to Jackson Staging Area (Option A) 13 13 24 3 0 36 26% 24% 3% 52% 1 5

M3B Extend the San Diego River Trail from Deerfield to Jackson Staging Area (Option B) 10 14 24 6 0 28 24% 24% 6% 53% 1 6

M4 Improve the San Diego River Trail from Jackson Staging Area to the Visitor Center Trail 9 12 26 5 0 25 21% 26% 5% 51% 0

M5 Add a New Oak Grove Parking Area 5 11 30 5 5 6 16% 30% 10% 55% 1 4

M6 Add a new Oak Grove to Golfcrest Trail 26 10 21 3 1 57 36% 21% 4% 60% 2 1 1 13

M7A Construct a San Diego River Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Crossing (Option A) 36 22 10 5 1 87 57% 10% 6% 73% 4 4 5 1 2 2 129

M7B Construct a San Diego River Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Crossing (Option B) 13 21 20 8 1 37 34% 20% 9% 62% 3 3 2 3 2 1 100

M7C Construct a San Diego River Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Crossing (Option C) 17 25 18 6 0 53 42% 18% 6% 65% 3 4 2 1 4 1 107

M7D Construct a San Diego River Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Crossing (Option D) 12 22 21 9 1 35 34% 21% 10% 64% 2 4 2 1 2 1 87

4/20/2011 1 of 3
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Mission Gorge (cont)
M8A Provide a Oak Grove to Kwaay Paay Peak Trail (Option A) 13 22 21 2 0 46 35% 21% 2% 57% 1 3

M8B Provide a Oak Grove to Kwaay Paay Peak Trail (Option B) 10 19 26 3 2 32 29% 26% 5% 59% 1 1 1 14

M8C Provide a Oak Grove to Kwaay Paay Peak Trail (Option C) 19 18 25 1 0 55 37% 25% 1% 62% 2 2 1 1 1 1 51

M9 Reroute the Upper Kwaay Paay Trail 9 13 26 2 2 25 22% 26% 4% 51% 0

M10 Reroute the Lower Kwaay Paay Trail (West side) 8 11 28 3 0 24 19% 28% 3% 50% 0

M11 Reroute the Lower Kwaay Paay Trail (East side) 6 9 30 4 0 17 15% 30% 4% 49% 0

M12 Reroute the Lower Kwaay Paay Trail (Mission Trails Drive Connector) 6 12 27 5 0 19 18% 27% 5% 50% 0

M13 Repair the Kumeyaay Lake Berm 4 13 32 2 1 17 17% 32% 3% 51% 0

Fortuna Mountain
A1 Acquire Additional Lands for a Bike Skills Park 52 10 3 4 2 106 61% 3% 6% 70% 1 2 3 2 2 2 72

A2 Acquire Additional Lands for New Staging Areas near Major Trails 4 23 17 6 5 15 27% 17% 11% 54% 2 1 23

F1 Reroute the Lower Quarry Loop Trail 12 13 25 5 0 32 25% 25% 5% 54% 1 2 4

F2 Reroute the Mid Quarry Loop Trail 11 15 24 5 0 32 26% 24% 5% 54% 1 1 3

F3 Reroute the Northern Quarry Loop Trail 11 15 22 6 2 27 26% 22% 8% 55% 0

F4 Reroute the Western Quarry Loop Trail 11 13 25 6 0 29 24% 25% 6% 54% 0

F5 Reroute the Clairemont Mesa Blvd Canyon Trail 8 17 21 8 0 25 25% 21% 8% 53% 0

F6 Construct a New San Diego River Crossing to South Fortuna Trail 44 20 7 3 0 105 63% 7% 3% 73% 4 1 1 1 3 2 5 71F6 Construct a New San Diego River Crossing to South Fortuna Trail 44 20 7 3 0 105 63% 7% 3% 73% 4 1 1 1 3 2 5 71

F7 Reroute the South Fortuna to Stairs Trail 38 9 15 7 3 72 47% 15% 10% 71% 1 1 3 1 3 1 54

F8 Reroute the S Curves Trail 34 8 15 6 4 62 42% 15% 10% 66% 6 1 39

F9 Add a South Fortuna Climbing Access Trail 22 13 27 0 1 55 35% 27% 1% 62% 5 1 1 67

F10 Provide a New South Fortuna Westside Trail 37 11 15 3 0 82 48% 15% 3% 65% 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 1 65

F11 Provide a New Western Suycott Valley Trail 44 9 13 4 0 93 52% 13% 4% 69% 1 2 2 1 3 1 44

F12 Reroute the South Fortuna Peak Northern Approach 10 15 28 2 0 33 25% 28% 2% 54% 0

F13 Add a New Old Dam to Fortuna Ridge Trail 28 11 19 2 0 65 39% 19% 2% 59% 1 1 1 1 4 4 1 68

F14 Add a New Fortuna Ridge to Fortuna Saddle Trail 23 15 16 1 0 60 38% 16% 1% 54% 1 1 1 18

F15 Add a New Fortuna Saddle to E ticket Trail 37 15 13 1 0 88 51% 13% 1% 65% 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 40

F16 Reroute the Portobello to Rim Trail 29 10 23 4 0 64 39% 23% 4% 65% 2 2 22

F17 Reroute the Lower Shepard's Pond Trail 12 13 24 4 0 33 25% 24% 4% 52% 0

F18 Add a New North Fortuna Westside Trail 48 10 10 1 0 105 57% 10% 1% 68% 4 3 1 3 1 1 1 84

F19 Reroute the North Fortuna Peak Southern Approach 18 12 22 3 2 41 30% 22% 5% 56% 1 1 14

F20 Add a New Fortuna Saddle to North Perimeter Trail 42 17 10 1 0 100 58% 10% 1% 69% 3 1 4 1 2 3 64

F21 Reroute the Upper Shepard's Pond Trail 29 11 24 3 0 66 40% 24% 3% 66% 2 6

F22 Reroute the Northwest Rim Trail 11 14 24 5 0 31 25% 24% 5% 53% 0

F23 Reroute the Northeast Rim Trail 11 10 29 5 0 27 21% 29% 5% 54% 0

F24 Reroute the North Fortuna Peak Northern Approach Re Route 11 11 25 4 2 25 22% 25% 6% 52% 0
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MTRP PW2 Alternative Project Element Voting Summary
Raw Votes % of Votes 101 Top Ten
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Fortuna Mountain (Continued)
F25 Reroute Western North Perimeter Trail 32 8 19 4 0 68 40% 19% 4% 62% 1 5

F26 Reroute Northern Rim Trail 32 10 18 4 0 70 42% 18% 4% 63% 0

F27 Reroute Northern North Perimter Trail 34 11 18 2 0 77 45% 18% 2% 64% 1 1 1 1 17

F28 Reroute Western North Perimeter Trail 36 10 19 2 0 80 46% 19% 2% 66% 2 3 3 2 1 70

F29 Reroute Eastern North Perimeter Trail 38 10 17 1 0 85 48% 17% 1% 65% 2 2 2 2 3 1 79

F30 Reroute Oak Canyon Entry Trail 14 15 21 5 0 38 29% 21% 5% 54% 0

F31 Add a New Grasslands to Oak Canyon Trail 44 16 8 1 0 103 59% 8% 1% 68% 2 1 1 1 1 40

F32 Reroute the Equestrian Staging Area to Spring Canyon Trail 11 10 19 9 6 11 21% 19% 15% 54% 1 2

East Elliott Expansion Area
E1 Reroute the Southwestern Spring Canyon Trail 34 14 21 1 0 81 48% 21% 1% 69% 2 2 1 1 3 50

E2 Add a New Oak Canyon to Ridgeline Trail 47 18 8 1 0 111 64% 8% 1% 73% 1 2 2 1 1 6 61

E3 Add a New Oak Canyon to Spring Canyon Trail 33 18 12 1 0 83 50% 12% 1% 63% 1 1 14

E4 Reroute the Western Spring Canyon to Utility Road 16 14 22 3 1 41 30% 22% 4% 55% 1 4

E5 Add a Western Spring Canyon Utility Road Connector Trail 20 18 17 4 0 54 38% 17% 4% 58% 0

E6 Add a New Northwestern Spring Canyon Lower Trail 27 22 15 1 0 75 49% 15% 1% 64% 1 3 15

E7 Add a New Northwestern Spring Canyon Upper Trail 47 17 9 0 0 111 63% 9% 0% 72% 2 1 2 3 2 56

E8 Add a New Northeastern Spring Canyon Lower Trail 24 20 16 1 0 67 44% 16% 1% 60% 0E8 Add a New Northeastern Spring Canyon Lower Trail 24 20 16 1 0 67 44% 16% 1% 60% 0

E9 Add a New Northeastern Spring Canyon Upper Trail 46 15 11 1 0 106 60% 11% 1% 72% 4 2 5 56

E10 Add a New North Landfill Trail 32 17 12 3 0 78 49% 12% 3% 63% 1 1 5

E11 Add a New Landfill to Stowe Trail 31 17 12 2 0 77 48% 12% 2% 61% 3 21

E12 Provide a Santee Overlook Trail 34 16 12 1 0 83 50% 12% 1% 62% 3 1 1 4 39

E13 Add a New Santee Boulders Trail 37 23 10 1 0 96 59% 10% 1% 70% 1 2 1 34

E14 Add a New Spring Canyon to Santee Boulders Trail 36 21 10 1 0 92 56% 10% 1% 67% 1 1 4

West Sycamore Expansion Area
W1 Provide a New West Sycamore Staging Area 13 21 21 5 0 42 34% 21% 5% 59% 1 1 16

W2 Add a Extensiong to the Beeler Canyon to Ridge Trail (Trans County Trail) 41 19 11 0 0 101 59% 11% 0% 70% 1 4 1 2 2 1 1 74

W3 Add a New Beeler/Sycamore Canyon to Ridge Trail 25 18 17 1 0 67 43% 17% 1% 60% 1 6

W4 Add a New Sycamore Canyon to Ridge Trail 26 21 14 0 0 73 47% 14% 0% 60% 0

W5 Add a New Ridge to Goodan Ranch Trail 45 19 7 1 0 108 63% 7% 1% 71% 4 1 4 2 1 1 80

W6 Add a New North Segment of Southern Loop Trail 50 17 7 0 0 117 66% 7% 0% 73% 1 6 1 34

W9 Add a New Central Segment of Southern Loop Trail 30 17 15 2 0 75 47% 15% 2% 63% 2 3 1 19

W10 Add a New Southern Segment of Southern Loop Trail 30 19 15 0 0 79 49% 15% 0% 63% 3 21

W11 Add a New Western Loop Trail 40 15 14 0 0 95 54% 14% 0% 68% 2 2 1 20

* L5 got left off on line survey by mistake 26 surveys from Workshop 101 Total Surveys
75 on line surveys
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MTRP PW2 Voting Summary
Composite

Score
>50%

Positive
Composite

Top 10
>10%

Negative 2/3 Input

1 W6 W6 M7A L2 M2
2 M2 E2 M2 F32 M7A
3 E2 M2 C6A C4A F6
4 E7 E7 M7C L3 E2
5 C5 W5 C2 L4 W6
6 W5 F6 M7B A2 C2
7 A1 A1 C6B F7 E9
8 E9 E9 M7D F8 E7
9 C2 C2 F18 C7 F7
10 F6 C5 W5 M7D W5
11 F18 F31 F29 C3 C11
12 F31 W2 W2 M5 A1
13 W2 C6A A1 C5
14 F20 E13 F6 E13
15 C6A F20 F28 W2
16 E13 F18 F13 F11
17 W11 M7A F9 F20
18 F11 E14 F10 E1
19 E14 W11 F20 C6A
20 F15 F11 E2 F18
21 M7A C11 E7 F31
22 F29 F15 E9 W11
23 E3 E3 F7 E14
24 E12 E12 M8C F8
25 C11 W10 E1 F21
26 F28

4/20/2011 1



MMIISSSSIIOONN TTRRAAIILLSS RREEGGIIOONNAALL PPAARRKK
MMAASSTTEERR PPLLAANN UUPPDDAATTEE

PPUUBBLLIICC WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP
TThhee CCiittyy ooff SSaann DDiieeggoo,, CCiittyy PPllaannnniinngg aanndd CCoommmmuunniittyy

IInnvveessttmmeenntt DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt,, PPaarrkk PPllaannnniinngg SSeeccttiioonn,, wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo
iinnvviittee yyoouu ttoo ppaarrttiicciippaattee iinn tthhee tthhiirrdd PPuubblliicc WWoorrkksshhoopp ffoorr tthhee

MMiissssiioonn TTrraaiillss RReeggiioonnaall PPaarrkk MMaasstteerr PPllaann UUppddaattee.. TThhee
mmeeeettiinngg wwiillll ffooccuuss oonn pprreesseennttiinngg aa pprreeffeerrrreedd ddeevveellooppmmeenntt
aalltteerrnnaattiivvee bbeeiinngg ccoonnssiiddeerreedd ffoorr MMiissssiioonn TTrraaiillss RReeggiioonnaall

PPaarrkk,, iinncclluuddiinngg tthhee ffuuttuurree eexxppaannssiioonn aarreeaass ooff EEaasstt EElllliiootttt aanndd
WWeesstt SSyyccaammoorree.. CCoommmmeennttss rreecceeiivveedd aatt tthhee wwoorrkksshhoopp wwiillll bbee

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd dduurriinngg tthhee ddeevveellooppmmeenntt ooff tthhee wwrriitttteenn MMaasstteerr
PPllaann UUppddaattee aanndd NNaattuurraall RReessoouurrccee MMaannaaggeemmeenntt PPllaann tthhaatt wwiillll

bbee ssuubbsseeqquueennttllyy pprreesseenntteedd ttoo tthhee CCiittiizzeennss AAddvviissoorryy
CCoommmmiitttteeee,, TTaasskk FFoorrccee aanndd CCiittyy CCoouunncciill ffoorr aapppprroovvaall..

DDaattee:: JJuunnee 99,, 22001111
TTiimmee:: 66::0000 pp..mm.. –– 99::0000 pp..mm..

LLooccaattiioonn:: MMiissssiioonn TTrraaiillss RReeggiioonnaall PPaarrkk VViissiittoorr
aanndd IInntteerrpprreettiivvee CCeenntteerr

OOnnee FFaatthheerr JJuunniippeerroo SSeerrrraa TTrraaiill
SSaann DDiieeggoo,, CCAA 9922111199

AA pprreesseennttaattiioonn wwiillll bbee hheelldd aatt 66::3300 iinn tthhee TThheeaatteerr.. MMaappppiinngg aanndd ootthheerr
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn wwiillll bbee aavvaaiillaabbllee ffoorr rreevviieeww iinn tthhee aaddjjaacceenntt MMeeeettiinngg RRoooomm

aannyyttiimmee bbeettwweeeenn 66::0000 aanndd 99::0000 ttoo ffaacciilliittaattee qquueessttiioonnss aanndd iinnppuutt..

FFoorr aaddddiittiioonnaall iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, pplleeaassee ccoonnttaacctt tthhee JJeeffff HHaarrkknneessss ((661199))553333--66559955 oorr eemmaaiill
aatt:: jjhhaarrkknneessss@@ssaannddiieeggoo..ggoovv
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Mission Trails Regional Park
Master Plan Update and
Natural Resources Management Plan

City of San Diego
City Planning & Community Investment Department
Contract No. H094797

Public Workshop #3
Preferred Alternative

MTRP Maste r P l an Update & Natu ra l Resources Management P l an

Why are we here?
It is recognized that developments included in this 

Plan will be implemented over an extended period of 
time, probably approaching twenty years. During this 
period, many changes can be expected in prevailing 

circumstances and conditions which may dictate more 
revisions to the facilities proposed for the Park. These 
will depend on public attitudes, sensitivities, perceived 
needs and desires, and the willingness and/or ability 

of public agencies to meet these needs. The park 
development is therefore viewed as an evolutionary

process which can and will alter over time.
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MTRP Maste r P l an Update & Natu ra l Resources Management P l an

Is this the last Public Workshop?
Yes – This is the last Public 
Workshop before the Public 
Review Period.
Workshop #3 is presenting a 
Preferred Alternative.

An EIR Scoping will likely be 
held in August 2011

A Public Review Period will be 
held on the MP, NRMP and 
EIR simultaneously - 2012

Presentations at CAC 
meetings

MTRP Maste r P l an Update & Natu ra l Resources Management P l an

Goals for Tonight:
1) Review Input from Public Workshop #1 & #2
2) Review Composite Constraints
a) Biological (Plants & Animals)
b) Physical (Erosion Hazard)
c) Cultural / Paleontological

3) Review Preferred Alternative
a) Lake Murray/Cowles Mtn
b) Mission Gorge/Fortuna Mtn
c) East Elliott Expansion Area
d) West Sycamore Expansion Area

4) Review Remaining Milestones
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Mission Trails Regional Park MPU

Comments from Public 
Workshop #1

Public Workshop #1: Comments
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Public Workshop #1: Comments

Mission Trails Regional Park MPU

Comments from Public 
Workshop #2

Elements receiving the highest Composite Score
Composite Top 10s
Elements receiving >10% negative votes

Scoring Methodology
LoveIt LikeIt CanLiveWithIt Don’tLikeIt HateIt

2 1 0 -1 -2
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Public Workshop #2: Comments

Public Workshop #2: Comments
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Public Workshop #2: Comments

Public Workshop #2: Comments
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Public Workshop #2: Comments

Public Workshop #2: Comments



8

Mission Trails Regional Park MPU

Potential Constraints
All constraints mapping is for 

planning purposes only. Additional 
environmental analysis will occur 

within the NRMP and EIR. 
Subsequent physical site surveys 

and project modifications will likely 
be required at the time of project 

implementation.

High Constraints

• San Diego Ambrosia (Ambrosia pumila)

• San Diego Thorn Mint (Acanthomintha ilicifolia)

• Least Bell’s Vireo (Vireo belli pusillus)

• California Gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica)

• Hermes Copper (Lycaena hermes)

• Pocketed Free-tailed Bat (Nyctinomops femorosacca)

• Vernal Pools
• Southern Sycamore / Alder Riparian Woodland
• Southern Cottonwood / Willow Riparian Forest
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Moderate Constraints - Plants

• San Diego County Viguiera (Bahiopsis lacinata)

• Long-spined Spineflower (Chorizanthe polygonoides var. longspina)

• Summer Holly (Comarstaphylis diversifolia ssp. diversifolia)

• Variegated Dudleya (Dudleya variegata)

• San Diego Barrel Cactus (Ferocactus viridescens)

• Decumbent Goldenbush (Isocoma menziesii var. decumbens)

• San Diego Marsh-elder (Iva hayesiana)

• San Diego Goldenstar (Muilla clevelandii)

• Spiny Redberry (Rhamnus crocea)

• Ashy Spike-moss (Selaginella cinerascens)

Moderate Constraints - Animals

• Big Brown Bat (Eptesicus fuscus)

• Brazilian Free-tailed Bat (Tadarida brasiliensis)

• Greater Western Mastiff Bat (Eumops perotis californicus)

• Western Mastiff Bat (Eumops perotis)

• Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus)

• Western Pipistrelle Bat (Pipistrelle hesperus)

• Western Red Bat (Lasiurus blossevillii)

• Yuma Myotis (Myotis yumanensis)
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Constraints – Wildlife Habitats

High Constraint
Vernal Pools
Coastal Sage Scrub
Oak Woodlands
Riparian Corridors

Moderate
Constraint
Grasslands
Chaparral 
(Observed Sensitive 
Species)

Low Constraint
Chaparral (No 
Observed Sensitive 
Species)

Constraints – Physical

Percent Slope
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Constraints – Physical

Soil Families

Constraints – Physical

Erosion Hazard
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Constraints – Physical

Erosion Hazard

Constraints – Cultural/Paleo

Cultural / Paleontological
Cultural Resources

High Constraint
Existing Sites

Moderate – Low Constraint
Probability of Resources

Vegetation
Geology
Spatial Proximity

Paleontological Resources
High – No Constraint

Probability of Resources
Geology
Soils
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Constraints – Composite

Composite
Constraints

Mission Trails Regional Park MPU

Trail Assessment
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Existing MTRP “Trails”Existing MTRP “Trails”
Paved Roads – 2.44 mi
Utility Roads – 17.22 mi
Access Roads – 8.27 mi
Trails – 28.21 mi

Paved Roads – 2.44 mi
Utility Roads – 17.22 mi
Access Roads – 8.27 mi
Trails – 28.21 mi

One MileOne Mile

Trail Assessment – Design Essentials

1.Half Rule
2.Ten% Average Guideline
3.Maximum Sustainable Grade
4.Grade Reversals
5.Outslope

Trail Design
5 Essential Elements
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Trails assessment: Fall lineTrails assessment: Fall line
Fall line Trails - 43%Fall line Trails - 43%

One MileOne Mile

Trails assessment: Percent slopeTrails assessment: Percent slope
0-10% - 35.23 mi / 63%

10-15% - 8.98 mi / 16%
15-25% - 9.36 mi / 17%
25-50% - 2.38 mi / 4%

> 50% - 0.09 mi / 0%

0-10% - 35.23 mi / 63%
10-15% - 8.98 mi / 16%
15-25% - 9.36 mi / 17%
25-50% - 2.38 mi / 4%

> 50% - 0.09 mi / 0%

One MileOne Mile
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Trails planning: Connections/reroutesTrails planning: Connections/reroutes

One MileOne Mile

Paved Roads – 2.44 mi
Utility Roads – 17.22 mi
Access Roads – 8.27 mi
Trails – 28.21 mi
Trail Reroutes –16.30 mi
New Trails - 22.69 mi

Paved Roads – 2.44 mi
Utility Roads – 17.22 mi
Access Roads – 8.27 mi
Trails – 28.21 mi
Trail Reroutes –16.30 mi
New Trails - 22.69 mi

Mission Trails Regional Park MPU

Proposed Alternatives

1.Use Areas – Planning Envelope
2.Trails – Conceptual Corridors

• May be reduced/rerouted
• May be expanded
• May be dropped

Programmatic & Conceptual
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Lake Murray
ALTERNATIVES

Recommendations:
1) One new trail linkage to 

Del Cerro
2) Sediment Management 

at Ball Field Parking 
Lots

3) Water Quality 
Improvements at Storm 
Drain Outfalls

Lake Murray
ALTERNATIVES

Recommendations:
1) Close a few redundant 

trails
2) Reroute and close a 

few trails
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Lake Murray
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Hike/Bike Trail to Del Cerro Community

Lake Murray
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Trail Reroutes
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Cowles Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Recommendations:
1) Alternative Cowles Mtn

Service Road Trail
2) Reroute Main Cowles 

Mtn Trail
3) Barker Way Parking
4) Mesa Road Bike Skills
5) East Pyles Peak Trail
6) West Pyles Peak 

Staging & Access

Cowles Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Recommendations:
1) Close several user 

defined hiking trails
2) Reroute and close a 

few fall line trails
3) Reroute and close the 

Main Cowles Mtn Trail
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Cowles Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Alternative Hike/Bike Trail to Cowles 
Mountain Service Road

Cowles Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed New Main Cowles Mountain Hiking Trail
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Cowles Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Barker Way Parking Lot and Trailhead 
Improvements

Cowles Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Mesa Road Bicycle Pump Track and 
Trailhead Improvements
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Cowles Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed New Pyles Peak Hike/Bike Trail

Cowles Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Pyles Peak Staging Area, Pyles Peak 
Hiking Trail and Climbing Access
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Cowles Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Fall Line Trail Reroutes

Mission Gorge/Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Recommendations:
1) San Diego River Trail
2) Deerfield Bike Skills
3) Oak Grove Parking
4) San Diego River 

Crossing
5) Several New Trail 

Connections/Loops
6) South Fortuna 

Climbing Access
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Mission Gorge/Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Recommendations:
1) Close several 

redundant trails
2) Reroute and close 

several fall line trails
3) Reroute and close a 

few trails with resource 
management conflicts

Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed 
San Diego 
River Trail 
from
southern
MTRP 
boundary 
to
Deerfield
Trail
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Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed San 
Diego River Trail 
crossing of 
Jackson drainage

Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed San Diego River Trail 
Jackson parking lot to Visitor Center
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Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed 
Improvements/ 
Expansion of 
Deerfield BMX 
area

Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES
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Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Oak Grove Parking Lot

Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

Proposed San Diego River Crossing
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Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

Pedestrian / Bicycle Bridge Alternatives

Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

Interim Crossing Improvements
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Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

New Hike/Bike Trail Oak Grove Loop to Golfcrest

Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

New Hiking Trail Oak Grove Loop to Kwaay Paay
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Mission Gorge
ALTERNATIVES

Kwaay Paay Trail Reroutes

Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Quarry Loop Trail Reroutes
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Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

New Hike/Bike Trail San Diego River to South 
Fortuna

Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Suycott / South Fortuna Trail Reroutes
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Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

New South Fortuna Climbing Access

Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

New Hike/Bike Trail East & West Suycott Wash
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Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

West Fortuna Saddle / Ridgeline Reroutes

Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

New Hike/Bike Trail Old Mission Dam to Fortuna 
Saddle
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Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

Shepherd Pond / Rim Trail Reroutes

Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

New Multi-
use North 
Perimeter
Trail, Multi-
use Fortuna 
Saddle Trail 
and North 
Fortuna Trail 
Reroutes
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Fortuna Mountain
ALTERNATIVES

New Multi-use Trail Mariposa Gulch to Oak Canyon

East Elliott – Implementation Issues

Implementation within East Elliott
The vast majority of the East 
Elliott Community Plan Area was 
identified for preservation as part 
of the MSCP process.  Privately 
owned parcels can still be 
developed pursuant to their 
compliance with regulatory 
requirements, which will not 
change via inclusion of this area 
within the MTRP Master Plan.

Until private property is acquired, 
land owner liability related to 
recreational activities is protected 
under:
• CA Civil Code 846 & 1714
• CA Government Code 831.4 & 
835-835.4
• Public Resources Code 5075.4
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East Elliott Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES

Recommendations:
A network of Multi-
use trails are 
envisioned within 
East Elliott over 
time, however no 
short term projects 
have been 
identified to date.

East Elliott Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES

Recommendations:
1) Close several user 

defined hike/bike trails
2) Reroute and close fall 

line trails
3) Reroute and close 

trails with resource 
management conflicts
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West Sycamore Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES

Recommendations:
1) Staging Area off end of 

Stonebridge Pkwy
2) Portion of Trans-

County Trail
3) Connection to Beeler 

Canyon Trail
4) Multiple Loop Trails

West Sycamore Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES

Recommendations:
1) Reroute and close a fall 

line trail/road
2) Close unneeded roads
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West Sycamore Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES

Staging Area Improvements per 
Rancho Encantada Precise Plan

West Sycamore Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES

New Section of Trans-County Trail and Connection 
to Beeler Canyon Trail
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West Sycamore Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES

Utility Road Alternative Multi-use Trail to Sycamore 
Canyon/Goodan Ranch

West Sycamore Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES

New Multi-use Loop Trails
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West Sycamore Expansion Area
ALTERNATIVES

New Multi-use Loop Trails

MTRP
Master Plan

Update
&

Natural
Resources

Management
Plan

Develop Project Description
EIR Scoping Meeting (Aug)
Prepare Draft MPU, NRMP, EIR
CAC Presentations (July,Sept,Nov,Jan)
Prepare Public Review Documents
Public Review Period (Spring 2012)
Prepare Final Documents
Process Documents through 
Approval Process (City/County)

REMAINING MILESTONES & PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES
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MTRP
Master Plan

Update
&

Natural
Resources

Management
Plan

Sign-in
Review Proposed Alternatives
Ask Questions

WORKSHOP INSTRUCTIONS

MTRP
Master Plan

Update
&

Natural
Resources

Management
Plan

QUESTIONS?
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Mission Trails Regional Park
Master Plan Update and
Natural Resource Management Plan

City of San Diego
Planning Department
Contract No. H094797

Revised Draft
MPU & NRMP

May 3, 2016

Park Areas
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Lake Murray (2013)

Lake Murray (2016)
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Lake Murray (Future)

Cowles Mountain (2013)
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Cowles Mountain (2016)

Cowles Mountain (Future)
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Mission Gorge (2013)

Mission Gorge (2016)
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Mission Gorge (Future)

Fortuna Mountain (2013)
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Fortuna Mountain (2016)

Fortuna Mountain (Future)
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East Elliott (2013)

East Elliott (2016)
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East Elliott (Future)

West Sycamore (2013)
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West Sycamore (2016)

West Sycamore (Future)
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MTRP
Master Plan

Update
&

Natural
Resources

Management
Plan

QUESTIONS?



APPENDIX B
Tree Planting Guidelines



MISSION TRAILS REGIONAL PARK TREE PLANTING PROGRAM 
Approved by the MTRP Task Force September 18, 2002 

The purpose of the Mission Trails Regional Park Tree Planting Program is to beautify park 
entrance points, provide shade in seating and picnic areas, and provide opportunities to introduce 
visitors to native plant species found in the park. 

The following park entrance points shall be considered “planting areas.”  These are areas that 
have already been planted and need to be maintained, or are areas to be considered for future 
MTRP Arbor Day’s and other habitat improvement efforts. 

Visitor Center – landscaped and irrigated 
Oak Grove/Oak Grove Trail – oak trees planted, no irrigation system 
Cowles Mountain Staging Area – landscaped and irrigated
Kumeyaay Lake Campground and Day Use Area – landscaped and irrigated 
Lots east and west of Bushy Hill Drive and south of Father Junipero Serra Trail – oaks,
sycamores and cottonwoods have been planted in the past.  Irrigation system east of 
Bushy Hill Drive needs to be replaced. 
Equestrian Staging Area – landscaped and irrigated 
Deerfield Quarry BMX Area – no irrigation system.  May be able to obtain water from 
adjacent City of San Diego Water Department pump station. 
Lake Murray – picnic areas are landscaped and irrigated 

Trees, shrubs and ground covers planted in the identified “planting areas,” with the exception of 
Lake Murray, shall be selected from non-invasive native plants identified as being found in the 
park as listed in the Mission Trails Regional Park Native Plant List prepared by Peter Cuthbert, 
the Checklist of the Vascular Plants of Mission Trails Regional Park, 2nd Edition, by Michael G. 
Simpson, San Diego State University, A Flora of San Diego County California, by R Mitch 
Beauchamp, or similar publications. 

Consideration be given to developing an arboretum at Lake Murray, identifying plants that are 
grown in San Diego County.  This would need to be done with the support of and in cooperation 
with the City of San Diego Water Department and Friends of Lake Murray. 

The Eucalyptus Grove west of the Deerfield Pump Station and Deerfield Quarry BMX parking 
lot should be removed and replaced with native trees and shrubs.   Consideration should be given 
to using this project as a mitigation opportunity when needed for other park projects. 



APPENDIX C
Good Neighbor Policy
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Good Neighbor Policy Agreement 
 

San Diego County Water Authority 
And 

Mission Trails Regional Park 
 
Purpose:   

Achieve mutual agreement between the Mission Trails Regional Park Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee, Task Force and the Water Authority on a comprehensive 
approach to provide increased regional water supply reliability with a set of Water 
Authority projects affecting Mission Trails Regional Park while supporting the 
Park’s goals of providing educational and recreational opportunities for the region 
and assuring that any negative impact to the MTRP will be offset by an equally 
positive impact. 

 
Water Authority Projects: 

1. Lake Murray Interconnect (completed). 
2. The new Flow Regulatory Structure (FRS)/Tunnel and ancillary facilities 

within the Park. 
3. The repair of Pipeline 3 within the Park. 
4. The Jackson Drive Interconnect located within Jackson Drive immediately 

north of the Park Ridge Boulevard. 
 
Agreement: 

1. San Diego County Water Authority will work with the City of San Diego staff 
to implement the agreement in conjunction with the MTRP CAC and Task 
Force.  The CAC and Task Force concur with the measures outlined below 
and agree to support the Water Authority Projects listed above. 

2. The Water Authority’s existing Flow Regulatory Structure (FRS I) building 
will be cleaned up and the area within the fence will be weeded.  The Water 
Authority’s Flow Regulatory Structures (FRS I and FRS II) will be properly 
maintained and the area within the security fencing will be weeded regularly. 

3. The Water Authority will do a comprehensive review of the previous 
revegetation efforts at FRS I (in consultation with the CAC, the Mission Trails 
Task Force, and the City’s Park & Recreation Department) with specific 
emphasis on assessing the best way to minimize the visual impacts of 
construction and the facilities themselves.  Enhanced measures will be 
implemented at FRS I and for the projects listed above.  Enhanced measures 
contemplated could include actions such as using container plants, irrigation 
until native plants are established, and maintenance to minimize invasive non-
native species. 

4. Park restoration necessitated by the repair of Pipeline 3 will be according to 
the revegetation methods determined by a comprehensive study of restoration 
efforts at FRS I.  The Water Authority will make every effort to minimize 
impacts to the Park during the repair of Pipeline 3. 
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5. The Water Authority is agreeable to attempting to achieve a cooperative effort 
with the City that leverages both agencies’ funds to resolve mitigation 
requirements for the dredging behind the Old Mission Dam and those that 
may be required of the Water Authority due to the failure of Pipeline 3.  The 
Water Authority will request information from the resource agencies 
regarding mitigation options for the City’s and Water Authority issues along 
the San Diego River.  The Water Authority will also consult with the San 
Diego River Park Foundation and San Diego River Conservancy regarding 
possible wetland mitigation locations.   

6. Any mitigation for the San Diego River Crossing Stabilization Project will 
occur within the boundaries of the MTRP if a suitable site is identified within 
MTRP and is approved by the City of San Diego and resource agencies. 

7. The Water Authority will install, as part of its FRS II/Tunnel project two 
concrete picnic tables with a shade structure near the FRS I that is consistent 
with the current Park design guidelines.  The Mission Trails Regional Park 
will be responsible for the maintenance of the shade structure and picnic 
tables. 

8. The Water Authority will remove 9 of 10 vents along Pipelines 3 and 4 as part 
of the FRS II/Tunnel project.  The Water Authority will complete its hydraulic 
design to determine if the remaining 35-foot high vent along Pipeline 4 may 
be removed and replaced with a significantly lower concrete drainage 
structure.   

9. The Water Authority’s design and construction of an above-ground building 
for the new FRS will allow passive ventilation and provide site security to 
protect the water supply.  The building will be designed with free-form curved 
walls, be recessed into an earthen berm and be of a neutral color to 
complement the surrounding natural open space. 

10. The Water Authority is currently proposing to acquire easements from the 
City of San Diego for construction and operation of the tunnel and other 
ancillary facilities associated with the FRS II/Tunnel project.  The Water 
Authority will pay the City the fair market value for these easements as 
determined by a mutually acceptable independent MAI appraiser.  The Water 
Authority will make every effort to see the funds from this acquisition will be 
applied to the MTRP Antenna Fund.  The FRSII will be located on property 
the Water Authority is purchasing from the San Diego Unified School 
District. 

11. The Clairemont Mesa Boulevard staging area will be restored following the 
completion of construction of the project to a condition equal to or better than 
existed prior to construction. 

12. The Citizen’s Advisory Committee and the Task Force concur with the 
policies adopted by the Water Authority Board of Directors on August 24, 
2006 regarding the construction and maintenance of Water Authority facilities 
within the Mission Trails Regional Park.  See the attached Water Authority 
Board memo dated August 16, 2006. 
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San Diego County Water Authority    
 
 
________________________________  Date:___________________ 
Maureen Stapleton, General Manager 
 
 
Mission Trails Regional Park Task Force   
 
 
________________________________  Date:___________________ 
Jim Madaffer, Chair 
 
 
Mission Trails Regional Park Citizen’s   
Advisory Committee 
 
 
________________________________  Date:___________________ 
Dorothy Leonard, Chair 
 
 
 
Attachment: San Diego County Water Authority Board Memo, Water Planning 

Committee, dated August 16, 2006 
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4. Signage Program

Signs include the use of all informational graphics and text displays located along roadway and trail 
corridors. Signs may be located in or on the ground, or suspended or attached to a structure. MTRP signs 
are broken down into four categories: street/highway, entry monuments, regulatory, and informational. This 
section provides a brief description and purpose of each sign type, as well as the recommended location 
and frequency for their placement. 

The MTRP Signage Program is intended to:

• Provide public exposure along public roadways at major entry points
• Post regulatory requirements
• Provide cautionary information to park users
• Orient park users, indicate mileage, and identify appropriate trail etiquette
• Provide adequate way nding to reassure users that they are on the right trail and will not get lost
• Help with safety issues such as road crossings
• Alert users to unusual trail conditions (e.g., storm damage, hazards, trail closings)
• Provide interpretive information about geographic, environmental, biological, and historic features 

where appropriate
• Provide information for emergency responders (trail identi cation system)
• Avoid sign duplication when possible
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4.1. Street/Highway

Design must conform to the standards of the various agencies that regulate highway signs (e.g., state, 
county, municipalities).

4.1.1. Street/Highway Signs

Description and Purpose: Information signs provide basic park information to motorists at the initial 
highway/major road approach to the MTRP staging areas. Design the signs so that approaching motorists 
are able to read the sign from the roadway and well in advance of the exit ramp or turn off.

Location and Frequency: Existing street/highway signs are shown in Figure S-1. A few additional sign 
locations have been recommended. Posting of highway signs falls under the jurisdiction of the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans). Posting of street signs falls under the jurisdiction of the City of 
San Diego or the City of Santee. Coordinate with the appropriate agency regarding all street/highway signs.

Sample Street/Highway Sign Text: “Mission Trails Regional Park—1,000 feet”

Size and Color: The size and color of signs fall under the jurisdiction of Caltrans or the City of San 
Diego. All street/highway signs should be coordinated with the appropriate agency. Highway information 
signs, such as brown recreation signs, direct motorists and pedestrians to areas of public recreation 
and cultural interest. Signs should follow the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway 
Administration Manual on Uniform Traf c Control Devices (MUTCD): Standard Highway Signs.
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Figure S-1:  Street/Highway Signs
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4.2. Entry Monuments

Almost all of the appropriate entry monuments currently exist within MTRP. These monuments will 
require periodic maintenance and eventual replacement. The original design utilized glu-lam beams with 
routed lettering and logo that was painted. Replacement signs should consider alternative construction 
materials such as synthetic wood or colored high density polyethylene (HDPE) plastic to extend the life-
cycle and minimize maintenance requirements of the sign. 

4.2.1. Large Entrance Monuments

Description and Purpose: Large entrance monuments mark the regional entrances to MTRP. 
Photographs of the existing monuments are shown below.

Location and Frequency: Existing monuments are shown in Figure S-2. Post signs for maximum visibility 
from public access roads.

Sample Entry Monument Text: “Mission Trails Regional Park—Cowles Mountain”

Size and Color: The color is typically white lettering on brown background and includes the MTRP 
logo
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4.2.2. Small Entrance Monuments

Description and Purpose: Small entrance monuments mark community entrances into MTRP. 
Photographs of the existing monuments are shown below.

Location and Frequency: Existing monuments are shown in Figure S-2. A few additional monuments 
have been recommended. Post signs for maximum visibility from public access roads.

Sample Entry Monument Text: “Mission Trails Regional Park—Old Mission Dam Historical Site”

Size and Color: The color is typically white lettering on brown background and includes the MTRP 
logo
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Figure S-2:  Entry Monuments
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4.3. Regulatory Signs

Regulatory signs, produced by the City of San Diego, delineate the permitted / non-permitted uses, 
applicable rules and regulations, trail edges, and the boundaries of MTRP.

4.3.1. Permitted Use (Usage Control) Signs

Description and Purpose: Permitted use signs provide information to park users about permitted and 
non-permitted uses of the park. Examples of these signs are shown below. 

Location and Frequency: Post signs at all access points and other locations as appropriate. 

Sample Permitted Use Sign Text: “Dogs must be on leash at all times” (emphasize permitted use; use a 
slash for non-permitted uses)

Size and Color: A variety of con gurations are currently in use throughout MTRP.
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4.3.2. Etiquette Signs

Description and Purpose: Etiquette signs provide reminders of polite behavior for all parks users.

Location and Frequency: Post signs at all access points. Post trail etiquette signs before narrow, 
blind, or contentious sections of trail where trail user con icts are likely, such as between bicyclists and 
equestrians. Example of etiquette signs are shown below.

Sample Etiquette Sign Text: “Yield to pedestrians,” “Ride and walk on the right,” “Warn others when 
passing from behind,” “Control speed!,” “Stay alert,” “Use caution around horses,” “Keep dogs on leash,” 
“No bicycles or horses”

Size and Color: The size and color may vary depending on application.
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4.3.3. Boundary Signs

Description and Purpose: Boundary signs alert park users that they are at the boundary of MTRP and 
going any further is an act of trespass. 

Location and Frequency: Post signs where trails / utility access roads enter/leave MTRP. Post signs 
where previous unauthorized trails trespassing onto adjacent property have been closed.

Sample Boundary Sign Text: “MTRP Boundary - Know Your Park Rules”, “MTRP Boundary-No Access 
Beyond This Point”

Size and Color: Letters should be blue on a white background.

Other Considerations: Signs should be two-sided.
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4.4. Informational Signs

Informational signs produced by the City of San Diego provide information to park users, including 
the locations of entrances, information on the surrounding natural resources, distances of a trail, distances 
to key destinations, and locations of connector trails. All new signs shall meet accessibility guidelines per 
ABA-2013, Section 1017.11 and FSTAG-2013 Section 7.4.11.2 as described in the June 8, 2016 City of San 
Diego Memorandum titled ‘Accessibility Signage’ from the Open Space Division of the Park and Recreation 
Department

4.4.1. Trailhead Kiosk

Description and Purpose: Use trailhead kiosks to provide general information about the trail, 
navigational aids, and safety bulletins. Examples of Trailhead Kiosks are shown below. 

Location and Frequency: Post signs at all primary trailhead locations within 50 feet of where the trail 
leaves the parking lot.

Sample Trailhead Information: Trailhead kiosk signs should include trail-speci c information, such as: 
General trail information, Map of trail network, Description of local ora and fauna, Topographical map 
and trail pro le, Trail length and elevation gain/loss, Technical dif culty and expected conditions, Safety 
information, Cautionary notes, Maintenance and emergency contact information. Trailhead information signs 
should indicate the number to contact in case of an emergency and provide a name of the trailhead that 
can be given to emergency responders.

Size and Color: The kiosk should include a roof and two to three information panels, or a roof with 
one two-sided panel.
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4.4.2. Destination / Juncture Signs

Description and Purpose: These signs show directions, distances and dif culty level to various 
destinations accessed by the trail network.

Location and Frequency: Post destination signs at trailheads, major junctions, and spur trails.

Sample Destination Sign Text: “Pyles Peak—0.2 miles ahead” (include a directional arrow to the 
destination)

Size and Color: Signs are typically 4-foot-high posts with aluminum panels attached to the post.   
Letters should be white on on a brown background.

4.4.3. Reassurance Markers

Description and Purpose: Reassurance markers provide en-route reassurance of trail identity and 
visually mark the trail.

Location and Frequency: Post signs at points of confusion or at every 0.25 mile. Place signs on 
alternating sides of the trail. Sample Reassurance Marker Text: “North Fortuna Trail—0.25 miles, moderate 
dif culty”

Size and Color: The color should be white letters on brown background.



S-12

2019 PARK SIGNAGE PROGRAM
4.4.4. Interpretive Signs and Historic Monuments

Description and Purpose: Provide interpretive signs that display information regarding the natural or 
cultural resources of a particular site, trail, or scenic vista.

Location and Frequency: Post signs at important interpretative features along trails, or at regular 
intervals along interpretative loop trails.

Sample Interpretive Sign Text: ”The Trail to the Past”

Size and Color: Size and material of panel may vary.
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4.5. Trail Network Graphics and Maps

Include trail network graphics and the MTRP logo on regulatory and informational signs:

4.5.1. You-Are-Here Indicators

Description and Purpose: You-are-here indicators are optional markers that are included on 
interpretive signs or information kiosks to correlate the present physical location of a particular kiosk on a 
general trail map.

Location and Frequency: Symbolize you-are-here indicators, and include the symbol on the map legend.

Sample You-Are-Here Text: “You are here” (include an arrow indicating the location of the sign)

Size and Color: The text should be larger than other map text, but should not dominate or distract 
from the map graphic.
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Figure S-3:  Sample Trail Network Map
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4.6. SIGN CONSTRUCTION DETAILS AND MATERIALS

Speci cations for each sign type in terms of materials, background color, font color, and font size is 
included in Table S-1, Sign Construction Details and Materials.

Type Material Background 
Color

Font Color

Highway informational sign Aluminum Brown White

Entrance Monument Wood, plastic, synthetic Brown White

Permitted uses sign Paint on aluminum or decal Varies Varies

Etiquette sign Paint on aluminum or decal Brown White

Boundary sign Paint on aluminum or decal Brown White

Trailhead kiosk sign Wood Varies Varies

Destination sign Paint on aluminum or decal Brown White

Reassurance marker Paint on aluminum or decal Brown White

Juncture indicator Paint on aluminum or decal Brown White

Interpretive sign HPDE, metal, paint on aluminum, or other Varies Varies

HDPE = High-density Polyethylene

Table S-1:  Sign Construction Details and Materials


