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Planning a Vibrant Downtown for All

Board of Directors Meeting Agenda
August 16th, 2023, 5:30 PM

12th Floor Committee Room, City Hall, 202 C Street, San Diego, CA, 92101
ZOOM Online Link (view only)

Twitter | Instagram | TikTok

You can email public comments to chair@downtownplanningsd.org: please write “PUBLIC COMMENT” in the subject line.

I. Call to Order - 5:30 pm
A. Roll Call and July Minutes Approval

II. Non-Agenda Public Comment - 5:32 pm
Public comment will be limited to 1-minute per person if there are many speakers present. Maximum of 8
non-agenda public comment speakers at this time, additional speakers can speak after the Chair’s Report.

III. Community Reports - 5:40 pm
A. Representatives from Elected Officials and Agencies: DSD’s Urban Division,

Mayor’s Office, Councilmember Whitburn’s Office, Assemblymember Boerner’s
Office, Senator Atkins’ Office, Supervisor Vargas’ Office, Downtown Partnership.

IV. Committee Reports - 6:55 pm
A. Pre-Design / Design Review - Chloé Lauer

1. 4th & J Hotel Action Item

B. Communications - Brennan Doyle
1. DCPCSD.com Website Status

V. Capital Improvement Project & Development Impact Fees Priorities - 7:10 pm
A. Finalize Priorities Action Item

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88514210430?pwd=MEZrSlhQN3I4b1c5SWtkM2Y5MFpBUT09
https://twitter.com/DowntownPlanSD
https://www.instagram.com/downtownplanningsd/
https://www.tiktok.com/@downtownplanningsd
mailto:chair@downtownplanningsd.org
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

July 19th, 2023, 5:30 PM
12th Floor Committee Room, City Hall, 202 C Street, San Diego, CA, 92101

I. Call to Order
A. Roll Call and June Minutes Approval

1. Board members present: Manny (Chair), Chloe (Vice Chair), Bob
(Secretary), Chris, Emmett, Jean, Brendan, Nancy, Gregory

a) Quorum established with 9/15 members present
2. Board members absent: Nima, Tyler, Terry, Edward, Dan
3. Committee members present: Brennan Doyle (Communications,

managing zoon and TV screens in meeting room).
4. June minutes approved.

B. May Minutes Approval Action Item
1. Minutes approved.

II. Non-Agenda Public Comment
Public comment will be limited to 1-minute per person if there are many speakers present. Maximum of 8
non-agenda public comment speakers at this time, additional speakers can speak after the Chair’s Report.

A. No speakers.

III. Community Reports
A. Representatives from Elected Officials and Agencies:

1. DSD’s Urban Division,
a) Not Present

2. Mayor’s Office
a) Not Present

3. Councilmember Whitburn’s Office
a) Ryan Darsey provides and Malik Thornton updates on Unsafe

Camping Ordinance and 20th & B
4. Assemblymember Boerner’s Office

a) Margaret Doyle provides updates on Assembly legislation
5. Senator Atkins’ Office

a) Andi McNew provides updates on Senate legislation
6. Supervisor Vargas’ Office

a) Paula Aguirre shares resources for community organizations and
businesses.

7. Downtown Partnership.
a) Not Present

B. BRIDGE Affordable Housing Kindred Project
1. BRIDGE presents the project. The presentation is available on the July

Agenda packet.
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IV. Public Safety

A. AB 413 “Daylighting Bill” - Endorse Action Item
1. Board endorses the bill.
2. First: Manny
3. Second: Chloé

a) Yes votes:
(1) Manny
(2) Chloé
(3) Bob
(4) Emmett
(5) Jean Paul
(6) Brendan

b) No votes:
(1) Nancy
(2) Greg
(3) Chris

4. No votes expressed concerns over loss of parking
5. Public commenter Gary Smith expressed concern over parking loss

V. Permits
A. 534 5th Avenue Live Entertainment (PRJ-1051280) Action Item

1. Board unanimously approves permit
a) First: Manny
b) Second: Emmett

B. 555 West Beech Street Live Entertainment (PRJ-1059458) Action Item
1. Board approves permit with Bob link as the only “No’ vote.

a) First: Manny
b) Second: Emmett

VI. Committee Reports
A. Pre-Design / Design Review - Chloé Lauer

1. 639 Kettner: Coastal Development Permit Action Item
a) Board Approves Permit
b) First:
c) Second:

(1) Yes votes:
(a) Manny
(b) Bob
(c) Chris
(d) Jean
(e) Nancy
(f) Greg

(2) No votes:
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(a) Chloé
(b) Brendan
(c) Emmett

(3) No votes expressed concern that a site close immediately
transit should be multifamily not a single family residence.

(4) Yes votes expressed support for multifamily but believed
the lot’s odd (and small) shape along with second stair
requirements made it impractical.

B. Public Spaces - Manny Rodriguez
1. Interim Alternative for Balboa Park Committee Action Item

a) Chris Eddy states he is back and will attend Balboa Park meetings
b) No action taken

2. Free Lunches at the Central Library for Kids
a) June 20th - August 11th, Monday through Friday, 12pm to 1pm, at

the Central Library
3. Pinnacle management of Fault Line Park

a) Business owner at Faultline Park shares that flies and feces are
becoming an issue that needs attention

b) Emailed public comments (below) also describe a dire situation at
Faultline Park

c) Since Pinnacle by contract is obliged to maintain the Park, the
board expresses interest endorsing the City to take punitive
actions against Pinnacle for failing to meet their responsibilities.

(1) Malik Thornton of Councilmember Whitburn’s Office offers
to dig in deeper and have talks with Parks & Rec about this
issue.

d) Faultline Park clean up with Parks & Rec and Downtown
Partnership Clean & Safe scheduled for August 31st, 9am - 12pm

(1) Nancy believes we should not be spending City money to
clean up what Pinnacle is legally required to do.

C. Communications - Brennan Doyle
1. Brennan gives monthly updates on posts and engagement.
2. Feedback on Little Italy Historical Designations

a) Vast majority of public engagement opposed historical designation
of the three properties in question.

D. Chair’s Report - Manny Rodriguez
1. Little Italy Historical Designation Applications

a) No update from the City
2. Draft Priority Capital Improvement Projects

a) Chair urges people to share their priorities with him
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3. Downtown Parking Management Group

a) July meeting was canceled
4. 20th & B Safe Sleeping Site

a) Ryan Darsey covered updates earlier in the meeting.
5. Review status of August meeting

a) There will be an August meeting.
6. Vacant Seats

a) Marina Business
b) Columbia Business
c) Horton/Gaslamp Resident
d) At Large

VII. Adjournment
A. Next Meeting: August 16th, 5:30PM, City Hall 12th Floor Committee Room
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Public Comments Emailed for July Board Meeting

Cindy Cook

Kelli Hagan
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Deanna Ratnikova

Shad Stanley

Kelsie Cajka
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4th & J Hotel

(PRJ-1056049) - DOWNTOWN (Process 5) Gaslamp Quarter Development Permit for the
construction of a 12-story, 125-foot tall mixed-use hotel development comprising 240 hotel guest
rooms and approximately 24,000 square feet (SF) of retail space. A Site Development Permit is
required for the substantial alteration of a historical resource, the Whitney Building (HRB No.
127), a Neighborhood Development Permit is required for deviations from the development
regulations, and a Neighborhood Use Permit is required for sidewalk cafe space in the public
right-of-way and outdoor use areas on Levels 2, 3, and 12. The Project is located on the 31,077
SF site at the southeast corner of 4th Avenue and J Street in the Gaslamp Quarter
neighborhood of the Downtown Community Plan area (Council District 3).

Developer: Robert Green: RGC 4J, LLC
Architect: Gensler

The applicant presented in 2022 to DCPC but the previous chair did not take a vote on the
board’s recommendation.

The following pages contain the project plan and photo surveys. For high resolution formats of
both, please use the links below.

High Resolution Project Plans:
https://apps.sandiego.gov/directories/development-services/docs/Site%20Development%20Pla
ns%20PRJ-1056049_reduced.pdf

High Resolution Photo Survey:
https://apps.sandiego.gov/directories/development-services/docs/Photographic%20Survey%20
PRJ-1056049%20220328204021.pdf

https://apps.sandiego.gov/directories/development-services/docs/Site%20Development%20Plans%20PRJ-1056049_reduced.pdf
https://apps.sandiego.gov/directories/development-services/docs/Site%20Development%20Plans%20PRJ-1056049_reduced.pdf
https://apps.sandiego.gov/directories/development-services/docs/Photographic%20Survey%20PRJ-1056049%20220328204021.pdf
https://apps.sandiego.gov/directories/development-services/docs/Photographic%20Survey%20PRJ-1056049%20220328204021.pdf
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