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Low Income (Up to $65,760)*

Moderate Income ($65,761 - $98,640)

Above Moderate Income ( Greater than $98,641)

City of San Diego

Military Facilities

Source: American Community Survey, 2015 - 2019; 
CA Department of Housing and Community Development,

2019; SanGIS/SANDAG GIS Data Warehouse, 2021 
0 2 41 Mile

*Based on HCD's 2019 State Income Limits, the statewide
median income in 2019 was $82,200. Low-income areas are
those at or below 80% of this value.
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HCD 2019 State Income Limits, San Diego County

Extremely Low (Up to $32,100)

Very Low ($32,101 - $53,500)

Low ($53,501 - $85,600)

Moderate ($85,601 - $103,550)

Above Moderate (Greater than $103,550)

City of San Diego

Military Facilities

Source: American Community Survey, 2015 - 2019; 
SanGIS/SANDAG GIS Data Warehouse, 2021 
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There are two definitions of “low-income areas” in SB 1000 
that use different thresholds. OPR EJ guidelines recommend 
considering both definitions when screening for potential EJ 
communities. 

The first is based on the statewide median income. Low-income 
areas are those “with household incomes at or below 80 percent of 
the statewide median income.” Based the Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD)’s 2019 State Income Limits, 
the statewide median income for 2019 was $82,200, and 80 percent 
of this value is $65,760. 

The above-left map shows low-income tracts in orange, which are 
concentrated primarily in the southern half of the city. Moderate-
income areas (light orange) tend to be adjacent to low-income 
areas and make up a substantial amount of the central portion of 

Low Income Areas

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME BY CENSUS 
BLOCK GROUPS

LOW TO MODERATE INCOME CENSUS TRACTS BY 
STATEWIDE MEDIAN INCOME

the city along SR-163 as well as University and communities west of 
I-805 near the Mexican border.

Alternatively, low-income areas are defined as those “below the 
threshold designated as low income by the Department of Housing 
and Community Development’s list of state income limits.” 

To correspond with 2019 ACS data, tracts were assessed using the 
2019 State Income Limits.  Based on this source, the low-income 
limit is $85,600 for San Diego County. The map directly to the left 
shows census block groups by median household income levels; 
low-income areas are those shown in red and orange. Overall, block 
groups in the Extremely and Very Low ranges correspond with low-
income areas based on the statewide median, and low-income areas 
based on HCD thresholds correlate with areas that are Moderate 
income by statewide median.
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Gini Index*
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*Gini coefficient, 0 = complete equality; 1 = complete inequality,

Income Inequality 
 

The map below shows the Gini Index of Income Inequality, which is a summary  
measure of the dispersion of incomes within the census tract.  The Gini  
coefficient ranges from 0, indicating perfect equality (where everyone receives an equal 
share), to 1, perfect inequality (where only one recipient or group of recipients re-
ceives all the income). 
 

Most of the city is between 0.3 to 0.5, but some areas are notably greater inequality 
(dark blue). 

The chart below the map shows the citywide distribution of incomes and indicates 
that higher income ranges generally have a greater share than lower income ranges.

INTRODUCTION

DISTRIBUTION OF MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES, 2019
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