
 
 
 
 
 

THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  

DATE: February 22, 2017 

TO: The Balboa Park Committee 
 Agenda of March 2, 2017 

FROM Bruce E. Martinez, Deputy Director, Park and Recreation Department 

SUBJECT: Balboa Park Entry Monuments 
  

SUMMARY 

Issues – Should the Balboa Park Committee: 

1. Advise the proposed Balboa Park entry monuments are consistent with the 
Balboa Park Master Plan (BPMP) and Central Mesa Precise Plan (CMPP); and 

2. Recommend approval of the proposed General Development Plan (GDP) for 
new entry monuments to be located along Park Boulevard south of Presidents 
Way? 

Department Recommendation – Advise the proposed entry monuments are consistent 
with the BPMP and CMPP, and recommend approval of the proposed GDP for new 
entry monuments to be located along Park Boulevard south of Presidents Way. 

Fiscal Impact – The Friends of Balboa Park will fund the design and construction of 
the proposed entry monuments.  The City of San Diego Park and Recreation 
Department will be responsible for maintenance of the monuments upon completion. 

Environmental – The City of San Diego as the Lead Agency under CEQA will review 
the proposed project and provide an environmental determination or document per 
State CEQA guidelines. 

BACKGROUND 

Balboa Park is located in the heart of San Diego, immediately north of the downtown area.  
The Park is surrounded by the communities of Golden Hill, North Park, Uptown and Centre 
City.  Balboa Park is one of the City’s largest developed parks at 1,172 acres and is host to 
numerous passive and active recreational activities, cultural and educational institutions, 
and special events.  Over 12 million visitors come to Balboa Park each year to enjoy the 
diversity the park has to offer. 
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Development, maintenance and management of Balboa Park are governed by the BPMP, the 
CMPP, the East Mesa Precise Plan (EMPP) and subsequent amendments to these documents.  
The BPMP is a part of the City’s Progress Guide and General Plan (General Plan), and 
implements land use policies for Balboa Park. 

The BPMP was adopted by City Council on July 25, 1989 (Resolution No. R-274090).  The 
BPMP addresses the entirety of Balboa Park and provides general guidelines for development 
and management.  The CMPP was adopted by City Council on October 20, 1992 (Resolution 
R-280920) and addresses the central portion of the Park in greater detail. 

A large portion of the Central Mesa is within a designated National Historic Landmark 
District (NHLD).  The District is approximately bound by SR 163 to the west, Interstate 5 to 
the south, Park Boulevard to the east and the San Diego Zoo to the north.  A portion of the 
District extends westward to encompass the Cabrillo Bridge and guard houses, and 
northward to encompass Spanish Village, the carousel and the miniature railroad. 

The Friends of Balboa Park (Friends) is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization dedicated to the 
improvement of Balboa Park through education programs, maintenance programs and 
capital improvement projects.  Their mission statement; “We preserve Balboa Park’s legacy 
for future generations through park-wide projects.”  The organization has been in existence 
since 1999, with roots that go back even further.  The Friends is a well-known and respected 
Park institution with an excellent history completing improvement projects in Balboa Park. 

The Friends of Balboa Park proposes to construct two entry monuments along the east and 
west sides of Park Boulevard approximately 200 feet south of Presidents Way.  The scope of 
the project would include the construction of the monuments, re-alignment of the 
sidewalks, landscaping at the monuments and landscaping of the center median of Park 
Boulevard.  The proposed monuments and other improvements would be a donation to the 
City of San Diego. 

DISCUSSION 

Project Description 

The proposed entry monuments would be located on Park Boulevard approximately 200 feet 
south of Presidents Way.  They would be designed in a Spanish style to complement the 
architecture of the Central Mesa.  The monuments would be constructed of cast concrete, 
making them very durable and easy to maintain.  The painted finish would make cleaning 
and graffiti abatement simple.  They would be capped with a simple tiled dome akin to the 
dome of the Museum of Man but with a much simpler design.  A lantern style finial would sit 
atop the dome. 

Walkways would be aligned to pass through the monuments.  Lighting would be provided for 
visibility and security.  New landscaping would be provided to accentuate the monuments. 

The asphalt in the median between Interstate 5 and Presidents Way would be removed and 
new landscaping would be installed.  The landscaping would be similar to the turf conversion 
that was done in all the medians on Park Boulevard.  See Attachment C for the proposed GDP. 
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Donor Recognition 

The Friends of Balboa Park intends to fund the design and construction of the entry 
monuments through philanthropic donations.  The City of San Diego is currently formulating 
a City-wide donor recognition policy that, when completed, will be applied to this project. 

Planning Documents 

The original BPMP and CMPP do not specifically address entry monuments for Balboa Park.  
However, the amendments to these documents prepared by the San Diego Zoological Society 
and adopted by the San Diego City Council in 2004 do include entry monuments along Park 
Boulevard at Morley Field Drive (see Attachment A).  These amendments introduce the 
concept of entry monuments at key park entries to cue visitors when they are entering 
Balboa Park. 

The NHLD extends to the western edge of the Park Boulevard right-of-way; the entry 
monument on the west side of Park Boulevard would be within the NHLD but the monument 
on the east side would be outside the District.  This area of the park retains little to no 
historical fabric from the 1915 or 1935 expositions. 

Park and Recreation Board Policy 

Park and Recreation Board Policy No. 1002 addresses “Gifts of Architectural Features, Works 
of Art and Commemorative Plaques for Public Parks or Other City-owned Land” (see 
Attachment B)  The policy provides criteria for the Park and Recreation Board to evaluate 
proposals, which are as follows: 

a. Does it add to the attractiveness and/or usefulness of the park? 
Staff Response: Staff believes the proposed entry monuments do add to the 
attractiveness of Balboa Park. 

b. Does it commemorate an individual, group or event of general interest to citizens and tourists? 
Staff Response: The monuments do not commemorate an individual, group or event.  
However, the monuments will provide a function in letting visitors know they have 
entered Balboa Park. 

c. Is the individual, group or event worthy of commemoration to future citizens? 
Staff Response: This item is not applicable. 

d. Does a proposal for a tribute to a living person meet all criteria, and will “time” substantiate 
the memorial? 
Staff Response: This item is not applicable. 

e. If the “feature” provides a service, are City funds needed for installation, and are they 
available? 
Staff Response: Funding for the design and construction will be provided by the 
Friends of Balboa Park. 

  





 

War Memorial and Zoo Parking Lot Park 
Boulevard Greenbelt 
The zoo parking lot will receive new landscaping and the The zoo parking 
lot will be converted to Zoological garden use and a greenbelt. The 
greenbelt will include the relocated miniature train and a picnic and 
children’s play area.  A Balboa Park gateway entry feature will be 
constructed near the intersection of Park Boulevard and Morley Field 
Drive to identify the entrance to Balboa Park.  A drop-off lane in front of 
Roosevelt Junior High School will improve circulation and pedestrian 
safety.  The southern entry to the War Memorial building will be 
redesigned to provide enhanced functionality and aesthetics. 
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2.War Memorial Building, and Lawns, and 
Parking Lot 

 
Design Objective:   
Enhance the entry experience of Park visitors arriving from north on Park 
Boulevard and change the vehicular circulation pattern to better serve the school 
and the new Zoo group entry.  Reconstruct the south entry walkway to the War 
Memorial Building. 

 
.Recommendations:  

�� Construct an entry feature at the intersection of Park Boulevard and 
Zoo Drive to identify the entrance to Balboa Park.  Locate the entry 
feature adjacent to the sidewalk on both sides of Park Boulevard.  
The feature should integrate landscaping, architecture, and signage.  
The landscaping should be of similar plant materials as found along 
the Prado.  The architecture should be reminiscent of forms found in 
the historic architecture in Balboa Park (such as arches, domes) and 
comply with U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Historic 
Properties (1995), Standards for Rehabilitation No. 9 and the General 
Design Guidelines for Architecture (pages 211-212).  If signage is 
included, it should identify the entrance to Balboa Park and relate in 
style and color to the architecture element. 
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�� Create a new two-way access road into the War Memorial parking 

lot with a  signalized intersection on Park Boulevard. 
 
�� Establish a separate zoo entry and loading area for buses and large 

groups visiting the zoo. 
 

�� Designate Zoo Drive as a one-way street next to Roosevelt School.  
Include a drop-off lane in front of the school and angled parking on 
Zoo Drive.  Designate a bus pick-up/drop-off area adjacent to the 
Balboa Park Program buildings. 

 
�� Implement traffic calming measures along Zoo Drive for students 

crossing from Roosevelt School.  Measures shall be consistent with 
city engineering standards. 

 
�� Coordinate all improvements in the vicinity of Roosevelt School 

with the School District architect. 
 

�� Construct a decorative concrete walkway and landscaped pedestrian 
pooling area on the southern entry to the War Memorial building.  
The pooling area/plaza should be rectangular to reflect the historic 
forms of Balboa Park. 

 
�� Add lights as shown on the plan. 
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