
Founded in 1967, Access Inc. is an education, career-development 
and immigration  agency  known  in  the  Linda  Vista  community 
for  its work with immigrants and disadvantaged youth. Its mission: 
“To address  the  needs  of  the  most  vulnerable  and  underserved 
populations in San Diego County by promoting self-sufficiency and 
economic  independence  through  education  and  employment 
opportunities.“

The Access Inc. Microenterprise   Development   Project   provides  
immigrants  and  young  adults  with  training, business 
counseling,  financial literacy, business-plan assistance and other 
resources to establish and grow their small businesses.

By the end of the FY 2017 project closeout, 34 low- to moderate-
income (LMI) clients were served. 
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Project: Microenterprise Development 

Activity Type: Community and Economic 
Development

Location: 2612 Daniel Ave., San Diego, 
CA 92111. Council District 7

Funding:   $70,670 (FY 2017 CDBG)
    $126,324 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
www.access2jobs.org

Access Inc.

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


By the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 42 low- to moderate 
-income (LMI) clients were served.

Headquartered in San Diego, with branches in Imperial, Riverside 
and San Bernardino counties, ACCION is a 22-year-old nonprofit 
that has provided nearly 4,000 loans totaling more than $30 million. 
It strives to bring economic opportunity and access to financing 
to small business owners through business support services and 
loans ranging from $300 to $75,000, helping them thrive in their 
communities and affect economic and social change.

The Microlending Program provides business education and loans 
to low- to moderate-income (LMI) individuals within the City of San 
Diego to start or grow microenterprises. 
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Project: Microlending Program

Activity Type: Community and Economic 
Development

Location: 404 Euclid Ave., Suite #271, 
San Diego, CA 92114. Council District 4

Funding:     $130,621 (FY 2017 CDBG)
     $2,432,132 (Leveraged)

More Information: us.accion.org

ACCION San Diego

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

http://us.accion.org/
https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


By the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 45 low- to moderate 
-income (LMI) clients were served.

With more than 51 programs and services, Casa Familiar leads 
initiatives designed to transform one of the nation’s busiest border 
communities. Its mission: “To allow the dignity, power and worth 
within individuals and families to flourish, by enhancing the quality 
of life through education, advocacy, service programming, housing 
and community economic development.”

The El K-FE: Coffee & Art Youth Job Training Program provides 
San Ysidro youth with training, career planning, local economic 
revitalization and entrepreneurship through their work as baristas. 
Program participants also have the option of training as art docents, 
getting education about art, artists and art history before leading 
actual gallery tours.

FY 2017 CAPER Project Profile

PROJECT 
OUTCOME

ABOUT US

PROJECT 
SCOPE

Project: El K-FE: Coffee and Art Youth 
Job Training Program

Activity Type: Public Services

Location: 119 West Hall Ave., San 
Ysidro, CA 92173. Council District 8

Funding: $28,301 (FY 2017 CDBG)
    $25,000 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
www.casafamiliar.org

Casa Familiar

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


Founded in 1970, Family Health Centers of San Diego is Southern 
California’s largest community clinic provider of healthcare to the 
uninsured among America’s top-10 largest community clinics. Safe 
Point San Diego is among its many programs with the mission to 
“[p]rovide caring, affordable, high-quality health care and supportive 
services to everyone, with a special commitment to uninsured, low 
income and medically underserved persons.”

Safe Point San Diego provides direct, one-for-one syringe exchange, 
harm reduction kits, case management and educational materials 
to prevent infection transmission.

By the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 1,452 low- to moderate- 
income (LMI) clients were served.
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Project: Safe Point San Diego, Family 
Health Centers of San Diego

Activity Type: Public Services

Location: 823 Gateway Center Way, 
San Diego, CA 92102. Council District 9

Funding:   $37,459 (FY 2017 CDBG)
    $128,755 (Leveraged)

More Information: www.fhcsd.org

Family Health Centers of San Diego

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


Though San Diego has been touted as “America’s Solar City,” many 
of the City’s low-income communities don’t have access to solar 
electricity. GRID Alternatives works with community volunteers and 
job trainees to install solar panels on homes of low-income families 
at the rate of about two homes a week. Their mission: “Make 
renewable energy technology and job training accessible to 
underserved communities.”

The San Diego Solar Installer Apprenticeship Program trains eligible 
youth and veterans for a career in the solar energy field.

By the end of the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 25 low- to 
moderate- income (LMI) clients were served.
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Project: San Diego Solar Installer 
Apprenticeship Program

Activity Type: Public Services

Location: 930 Gateway Center Way, San 
Diego, CA 92102. Council District 9

Funding:   $39,485 (FY 2017 CDBG)
    $218,118 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
www.gridalternatives.org

GRID Alternatives

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


By the end of the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 10,109 low- to 
moderate- income (LMI) clients were served.

The Economic Development Department’s Community Development  
Division works to improve the quality of life for all San Diegans and assist 
our most vulnerable residents. To provide much needed social services, 
it administers Community Block Development Grant funding and 
collaborates with the San Diego Housing Commission and the County of 
San Diego to invest three other U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development entitlement grants: HOME Investment Partnerships Program 
(HOME). Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) and Housing Opportunities for 
Persons With AIDS (HOPWA).    

• Connections Housing Interim Bed Program
• YWCA Cortez Hill Family Center (pictured above, center)
• Day Center Facility for homeless adults
• Interim housing program
• Interim shelter beds for homeless veterans and single adults
• Interim shelter beds for single adults
• Interim housing for homeless families
• Financial assistance/case management for individuals seeking 

permanent housing
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Number of Projects: 8

Activity Type: Homeless Services 

Location: City of San Diego 

Funding: $1,317,125 (FY 2017 CDBG)
        $958,379 (ESG)
    $2,193,369 (General Fund)
    $4,468,873 Total Funding 

More Information: 
www.sandiego.gov/CDBG

Homelessness Projects

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


By the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 82 low- to moderate-
income (LMI) clients were served.

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) “helps people whose 
lives and livelihoods are shattered by conflict and disaster to 
survive, recover and gain control of their future.” The IRC provides 
opportunities for refugees, asylees, victims of human trafficking, 
survivors of torture, and other immigrants to find safety, freedom 
and a future in America. The IRC works with government agencies, 
civil society actors and local volunteers to help their clients rebuild 
their lives.

The Low-Income Entrepreneurship Assistance Project (LEAP) provides 
individualized technical assistance and business counseling to City 
Heights residents and refugees/immigrants in a one-on-one setting 
to guide business growth from start to expansion.
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Project: Low-Income Entrepreneurship 
Assistance Project (LEAP)

Activity Type: Community and Economic 
Development

Location: 5348 University Ave., #205, 
San Diego, CA 92105. Council District 9

Funding:     $87,812 (FY 2017 CDBG)
  $172,808 (Leveraged)

More Information:
www.rescue.org/united-states/san-
diego-ca

International Rescue Committee

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg
https://www.rescue.org/united-states/san-diego-ca


By the end of the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 39 low- to
moderate-income (LMI) clients were served.

Founded in 1995, the Jacobs Center for Neighborhood Innovation 
aims to revitalize Southeastern San Diego through programming 
focusing on physical redevelopment, education-to-careers and the 
local economy. The Market Creek Plaza and Chollas Creek restoration 
project are two of the most visible achievements of the past two 
decades, fostering a thriving community embraced by its residents.

Writerz Blok Youth Workforce Training Program provides an 
intensive, employer-informed, “earn and learn” program that 
prepares disconnected youth/young adults for employment through 
education, design-sector skills training and work experience. Graffiti, 
with Writerz Blok, is being used to transform the streets of blight into  
promise for a community.
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Project: Writerz Blok Youth Workforce 
Training Program

Activity Type: Public Services

Location: 404 Euclid Ave., San Diego, CA 
92114. Council District 4

Funding: $137,385 (FY 2017 CDBG)
    $138,949 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
www.jacobscenter.org

Jacobs Center for  
Neighborhood Innovation

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


Founded in 1990, Mama’s Kitchen has served more than 8 million 
meals, helping many city residents stay healthy, preserve their dignity 
and keep their families together. Its mission: “Mama’s Kitchen, a 
community-driven organization, believes that everyone is entitled to 
the basic necessity of life - nutritious food. Our nutrition services 
improve the lives of women, men and children vulnerable to hunger 
due to HIV, cancer, or other critical illnesses.”

The Home-Delivered Meal Service project delivers nutritious, 
medically tailored meals to low-income San Diego residents who are 
mentally or physically unable to prepare their own meals while 
struggling with the debilitating effects of HIV/AIDS or cancer.

By the end of the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 325 low- to 
moderate- income (LMI) clients were served.
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Project: Home-Delivered Meal Service

Activity Type: Public Services

Location: 3960 Home Ave., San Diego, 
CA 92105. Council District 9

Funding:   $56,885 (FY 2017 CDBG)
    $852,515 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
www.mamaskitchen.org

Mama’s Kitchen

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


Founded in 2001 with just four students and $300, Reality Changers 
aims to transform lives, schools and communities by providing 
youth from disadvantaged backgrounds with the academic support, 
financial assistance a nd l eadership t raining t o b ecome first-
generation college students. More than 1,300 disadvantaged youth 
have graduated from its program. More than $100M in scholarship 
funds has been awarded to participants in pursuit of higher 
education. 

The College Town & Scholarship City Project prepares low-income, 
eighth- through 11th-graders to be college-ready by 12th grade. 

By the end of the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 1,068 low- to 
moderate- income (LMI) clients were served. 
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Project: College Town & Scholarship City

Activity Type: Public Services

Location: 3910 University Ave., Suite 
300-RC, San Diego, CA 92105. Council
District 9

Funding: $185,265 (FY 2017 CDBG)
$421,322 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
realitychangers.org

Reality Changers

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg
https://realitychangers.org/


Founded in 1993, Second Chance helps those who have taken a wrong 
turn in life find their way to a brighter, more successful future. About 
60 percent of Second Chance youth advance from the program to get 
a job and 10 percent pursue secondary education. Second Chance 
has helped more than 17,000 adults and youth since its inception. 
Its mission: “To disrupt the cycles of incarceration and poverty by 
helping people find their way to self-sufficiency.”

Second Chance’s Youth Garden Workforce Training Program teaches 
San Diego’s low- to moderate-income youth the skills to grow, harvest 
and sell fresh produce from two gardens, teaching them biology, 
money management and entrepreneurial skills.

By the end of the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 87 low- to 
moderate- income (LMI) clients were served.
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Project: Youth Garden Workforce 
Training Program

Activity Type: Public Services

Location: 6145 Imperial Ave., San Diego, 
CA 92114. Council District 4

Funding:  $83,563 (FY 2017 CDBG)
$71,105 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
www.secondchanceprogram.org/

Second Chance

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


By the FY 2017 project closeout, all 150 units at Potiker City Heights 
were successfully rehabilitated.

Founded in 1970, Serving Seniors provides comprehensive, essential 
services to about 5,000 vulnerable, at-risk older adults annually at 
10  San Diego County locations. Seniors access social-service case 
management; dental, mental-health, healthcare and legal services; 
and care management with health issues, homeless services, and 
affordable permanent housing (Potiker Family Senior Residence and 
Potiker City Heights). Nearly 600,000 meals are served each year. Its 
mission: “Helping seniors in poverty live healthy and fulfilling lives.”

Kitchen backsplashes and fire-safety improvements were made to 
Potiker City Heights, where seniors reside in 150 affordable studios 
and one-bedroom apartments. Each unit (350-500 square feet) has a 
full kitchen, central air and heating and secure underground parking.
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Project: Potiker City Heights Senior 
Residence Capital Improvements

Activity Type: Affordable Housing

Location: 4065 43rd St., San Diego, CA 
92105. Council District 9

Funding: $28,991 (FY 2017 CDBG)
$95,396 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
www.servingseniors.org

Serving Seniors

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


Founded in 1989, Urban Corps offers a work-learn program that 
assists youth in completing high school and acquiring real-world 
job skills while earning a paycheck and bettering their communities. 
Roughly 90 percent of graduates go on to jobs or enroll in higher 
education. Its mission is to provide young adults with a high school 
education with job training and community service in the fields of 
conservation and recycling.

The Pre-Corps Vocational Training Program encourages youth to 
become familiar with the Urban Corps program, begin classes at 
Urban Corps Charter School and learn skills that they will need in 
order to transition to the Urban Corps workforce training program.

By the end of the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 211 low- to 
moderate- income (LMI) clients were served.
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Project: Pre-Corps Vocational Training 
Program

Activity Type: Public Services

Location: 3127 Jefferson St., San Diego, 
CA 92110. Council District 2

Funding: $34,836 (FY 2017 CDBG)
    $78,200 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
www.urbancorpssd.org

Urban Corps of San Diego County

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


To prepare and inspire youth for the future of innovation, the Valencia 
Park/Malcolm X Library offers programming and resources that 
emphasize the STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics) curriculum in a safe, modern place for local students 
to gather, learn and explore. 

Enhancing the library’s curb appeal and safety, Phase 1 of the project 
involved exterior painting and the addition of upgraded security 
cameras. Phase 2 created the state-of-the-art Legler Benbough Teen 
IDEA Lab, a multimedia center equipped with 3D printers, a 
laser printer and a vinyl cutter; a sound-recording studio; an 
interactive video wall; a video gaming center with Xbox and 
PlayStation; and more than 30 computers, including iMacs.

The Legler Benbough Teen IDEA Lab at the Valencia Park/Malcolm 
X/Library held its grand opening in January 2017, welcoming the 
youth of the Diamond neighborhood -- a low- to moderate-income 
community -- through its doors.
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Project: Valencia Park/Malcolm X 
Library Facility Improvements

Activity Type: Infrastructure

Location: 5148 Market St., San Diego, CA 
92114. Council District 4

Funding: $668,176 (FY 2016-17 CDBG)
      $20,235 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
www.sandiego.gov/public-library

Valencia Park/Malcolm X Library

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg


Founded in 2008, Workshops for Warriors assists service members  
in making their transitions from military to civilian life with a variety 
of programs. Its mission: “To provide quality training, accredited 
STEM educational programs and opportunities to earn third-party 
nationally recognized credentials to enable veterans, transitioning 
service members and other students to be successfully trained and 
placed in their chosen advanced manufacturing career field.”

The Veterans Employment Training Program offers veterans 
industry-specific certifications in fabricating, welding and machining. 
It places program graduates in high-wage, high-demand jobs.

By the end of the FY 2017 project closeout, a total of 162 low- to 
moderate- income (LMI) clients were served.
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Project: Veterans Employment Training 
Program

Activity Type: Public Services

Location: 2970 Main St., San Diego, 
CA 92113. Council District 8

Funding:      $98,052 (FY 2017 CDBG)
    $1,530,972 (Leveraged)

More Information: 
www.workshopsforwarriors.org

Workshops for Warriors

Economic Development Department 
Community Development Division

https://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg
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