Business for Good

SAN DIEGO

Mayor Kevin Faulconer
City of San Diego

202 C Street, 12" Floor
San Diego, CA 92101

RE: Yes to Moving Forward on Community Choice Energy for Lower Costs,
Choice & More Clean Energy

Dear Mayor Faulconer,

We are writing you on behalf of Business for Good San Diego, a group of over
230 small business owners who believe that investing in our employees and our
communities is just as important as our bottom line. As you know, small business
is the backbone of the San Diego economy and employs hundreds of thousands
of people in the city, as well as bringing in over 60% of San Diego’s taxable
sales. When we succeed, everyone in the community wins. Unfortunately, we
have the highest energy rates in the state and no choice in our electricity
provider, so we cannot manage our energy costs. This hurts our ability to thrive.
We urge you to move forward with the development of a business plan for
Community Choice Energy (CCE) and offer us choice, lower rates and local
control.

Currently, there is only one choice in our utility market: SDG&E/Sempra Energy,
which charges us the highest rates in the contiguous United States. Some of us
have seen our electricity bill more than double over the last ten years. We’re not
using double the electricity, not even close; we’re not in a new “bracket;” we are
simply at the mercy of a monopoly that has only one customer to serve: their
shareholders.

As business owners, we believe in competition. It keeps us honest. It makes us
beholden to our customers. We must, as a matter of course, offer the best
product, at the best value to our customers. |f monopolies are allowed, product
quality degrades, and prices skyrocket.

If SDG&E/Sempra has the best product for the best price, let them prove it. We
would like an opportunity to see what other options are available. We would love
to choose energy that is procured from renewable sources, as that allows us the
comfort of knowledge that our employees will live in a world where the money
they’re raising for their children will not go to waste as the planet continues to
warm. More importantly, we’d love to pay less than they pay in Los Angeles,
New York, San Francisco, Houston, Chicago, and San Jose for our electricity. In
a city with endless sunshine, shouldn’t we be allowed the choice to purchase
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more solar energy? What if that energy cost the same or less than dirty natural
gas?

We don't invest in San Diego because we like living here today only. We invest
in San Diego because we want our businesses and our employees to thrive for
many generations to come. That can’t happen if we go out of business or cannot
expand due to unfair, inflated utility rates. It also can’t happen if we don’t
consider where our energy comes from.

Please consider how important it is for San Diego small businesses to have a
choice in our utilities. Remember that we are beholden to market forces, and that
is a good thing. We are best when we compete for your dollars, and San
Diegans win when we succeed.

The next step in Community Choice is simply to move forward on developing a
business plan. As business owners, we have all done this. A business plan is
not a commitment to moving forward. It is a gathering of information and
forecasting of potential outcomes. If San Diego believes that the monopoly that
currently charges us the highest rates in the contiguous United States deserves
the benefit of the doubt, we, the undersigned, beg to differ. Let us see the full
picture. Let us choose where our energy comes from. Allow competition into the
marketplace where we must compete. If SDG&E/Sempra has the best product
for the best price, we’ll choose that option. In the end, San Diegans win.

Thank you,

Mikey Knab
Director of Operations, Ponce’s Mexican Restaurant
President, Business For Good San Diego

Encl. Additional signatories

CC: Myrtle Cole, Council President myrtlecole@sandiego.gov

Mark Kersey, Council President Pro Tem markkersey@sandiego.gov
Barbara Bry, Councilmember barbarabry@sandiego.gov

Lorie Zapf, Councilmember loriezapf@sandiego.gov

Christopher Ward, Councilmember christopherward@sandiego.gov
Chris Cate, Councilmember chriscate@sandiego.gov

Scott Sherman, Councilmember scottsherman@sandiego.gov

David Alvarez, Councilmember davidalvarez@sandiego.gov
Georgette Gomez, Councilmember georgettegomez@sandiego.gov
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Additional signatories:

Chelsea Coleman,
The Rose Wine Bar

Natalie Gill,
Native Poppy

Will Moore,
The Moore Firm

Oz Blackaller,
Cueva Bar

John Bertsch,
Meshuggah Shack

Abriana Young,
Closing The Loop

Dominique Coulon,
Little Lion

Dennis Stein,
UPS

Arne Holt,
Caffe Calabria

Steve Billings,
U-31

Adam Cook,
Bluefoot and Soda Bar

Karen Barnett,
Small Bar

Ben Konrad,
Konrad and King

Hasani James,
Exclusive Window Cleaning
Gary John Collins,

Air Conditioned Lounge

Roy Ledo,
The Lion’s Share & Coin Up

Emily Wilinson & Sam Mazzeo,
Wilkinson Mazzeo

Brad Keiller,
Nomad Donuts

Francisco Garcia,
Modern Architecture Services

Jen Derks,
Four Fin Creative

Brian Richter,
The Bean Counter

Dang Nguyen,
Bar Pink

Shawn Sarquilla,
Re-Hasht Reclaimed Designs

Richard Writght,
Triple Crown Pub

David Waite,
Wrench & Rodent

Janella Davidson,
SD Urban Rentals

Vilavanh Sangithirath,
San Diego Innovations

Juan Pablo Sanchez,
Super Cocina

Lindsay LaShell,
Diamond + Branch

Gary & Logan Mclntire,
Collins and Coupe
Dave Lively,

Fall Brewing

Lauren Passero,
Kensington Café & Del Sur

Jamie Hampton,
Mixte Communications

Alan Haghigh,
Fruitcraft

Jessie Givens & Jayme Mechur,
Junction Marketing

Kirk Hensler,
Hale Productions

George Thornton,
Home Brewing Co.

Casey Fields,
The Point

Matt Gordon,
Urban Solace

Dennis O’Connor,
Thorn Street Brewery

John Erickson,
Jayne’s Gastropub

Merideth Walton,
Heights Optometry

Beth Gutierrez,
Joy Culture Events

Alyssa Wilcox,
Heights Park Insurance

Matt Hoyt,
Starlite

Allison Flynn,
Villainous Lair Comics and
Gaming

Flossie Hall,
Healthy Momma

Steve Peterson,
32 North Brewing
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Michaela Rosdahl,
Dynamic Marketing

Abel Kaase,
Beerfish

Sam Chammas,
Whistle Stop, Station & Live Wire
Susan Lyon,

LYON

Danny Weigel,
Living Tea

Salpi Sleiman,
Holsem Coffee

John & Allison Clute,
Café Chloe, Scout & Minou

Blake Robertson,
ROVE

Jeff Motch,
Blind Lady Ale House, Tiger
Tiger! & Panama 66

Hanis Cavin,
Carnitas Snack Shack

Rachel LaBarre,
Rachel LaBarre Textiles

Tom Ryan,
Ryan Bros. Coffee

Jordan Brownwood,
Royale

Shayna Roberts,
House of Imago

Steve & Michelle Williamson,
Imperial Grounds
Geoffrey Plagemann,

CheckerboardSTUDIOS

Sandy Hanshaw,
The Wine Pub

Slade Fischer,
Tecture Design
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