
EL NIÑO AND SAN DIEGO: UPDATE 

The City’s Storm Water Department has been working since the spring of 2015 to ensure 

that public rights of way and public property drained properly. The preparation included 

cleaning and repairing drainage (concrete and non-concrete) channels, storm drains, and 

pipes, and performing preventative maintenance and repairs on pump stations. 

During the week of January 4, 2016 the San Diego Region experienced significant 

amounts of rain. San Diego recorded rainfall totals ranging from 1.07 inches up to 4.82 

inches. Because of the series of storms with this intensity, there were periods when rain-

fall rates exceeded the drainage capacity of the storm drain system, which caused flood-

ing in certain areas of the City.  

Where drainage issues were confirmed, City staff began addressing pipe failures, clogged 

drains, and other issues resulting from the storms. Nearly 300 inspections of storm drains 

prone to clogging and flooding were completed during the storm event. In addition, of 

227 reports of clogged drains, a majority were found not to be clogged, but instead im-

pacted by the high level of water. In addition to these efforts, an emergency Capital Im-

provement Project (CIP) was initiated to repair the Reservoir Drive Channel after approxi-

mately 100 feet of concrete lining of the channel failed during the storms. My office has 

requested that the Storm Water Department re-evaluate District Nine channels. These 

channels will be placed on the high-priority list, and maintenance will continue.   

If you notice a drain or channel not working properly the most efficient way to report a 

storm system issue is to call the City’s Storm Water Hotline at (619) 235-1000, or by sub-

mitting a request online at http://www.sandiego.gov/stormwater/ services/

servicerequest.shtml, or email at swppp@sandiego.gov. To report active flooding during 

a rain event, please call (619) 527-7500.  
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Streamview Drive Improvements 

Before and After 

A constituent in Southcrest reported vegetation blocking the right of way to our office, 

we reported It to the code compliance division and it has since been cleared! 

Thank you and congratulations to Redwood Village and Oak Park community leaders for 

breaking ground on the long awaited improvements to Streamview Drive! 

mailto:mberumen@sandiego.gov
mailto:dimarucutr@sandiego.gov
mailto:cpearson@sandiego.gov
mailto:JCRivera@sandiego.gov
http://www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd9


Update: City Heights Mini Park and Skate Plaza   
Volume 8,  Issue 2                Page 3 

 
 
 
 

I recently joined the community in celebrating the Lunar New Year at Qualcomm Stadium. The Lunar New Year is ob-
served in various countries around the world, is influenced by the Chinese civilization, and remains Vietnam's most cel-
ebrated holiday. The Little Saigon San Diego Foundation organized this Lunar New Year Tet Festival to celebrate Viet-
namese arts, heritage, and culture showcased through live entertainment, traditional food, retail, and information 
booths.  

Celebrating the Lunar New Year 

The City Heights Skate Park is on the way! After the contractor on the project failed to meet the requirements of the 

initial contract, City staff terminated the original contractor. The City's surety then took over the project and worked to 

assign another contractor to the park project. It took the City Attorney some time to be able to negotiate a new  

contract but as of September 2015, the Mini Park and Skate Plaza project received a new contract for construction.  

The new contractor, Hazard Construction, resumed construction on September 28th with the target completion of 

March 2016.  Hazard was the most qualified bidder for this project and has done a great job working extra hard to 

make up for the lost time of finding a new contractor. This does not jeopardize the deadline for the state grant we re-

ceived for the park. Furthermore, there have been no changes to the scope of this project. I am committed in making 

sure this project is a success and that this park is opened to the public as soon as possible. I cannot wait until the rib-

bon cutting to this long anticipated park opening to celebrate the hard work city staff and members of the community 

have contributed to make the project possible. 
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Out in the Community 

I recently answered questions about my experiences as a broadcast journalist and a member of the City Council, at City Heights 
Prep. They provide college preparatory education for middle and high school students. 

David Moty, Chair of the Ken-Tal Planning Group, and representatives from the Talmadge Community recently met with city staff to 

discuss storm drain issues. 

Wishing Adams Avenue Board Member, and long time friend, Luis Bach, a happy birthday at the annual Adams Avenue  

Board Meeting. 


