
 

 

City of San Diego 

Community Forest Advisory Board 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

June 16, 2010 

Civic Center Plaza Building 

 

1) Convene: Vicki Estrada, Chair, called the meeting to order at 11:48 a.m. 

 

2) Present: 

Members – Patrick Caughey, Fausto Palafox, Gail Roberts, Jon Becker, Karen Davis, Victoria 

Heithaus, Craig Jones, Mary Johnson, Joe Jones, Tershia d’Elgin.  

[Not Present] – Stephen Lamprides, Dan Simpson. 

Guests – Dennis Otsuji 

City Staff – Drew Potocki, Ken Healy, Tony Gangitano, Alissa Gabriel, Theresa Millette, Mary 

Wright, Lara Gates, and Billy Church. 

 

3) Approval of Minutes: none 

 

4) Chair’s Announcements: Estrada on Neighborhood Resources Council Committee agenda 

for June 21
st
. 

 

5) Working Group Reports: none 

 

6) Discussion Item(s):  

a. Report from the Planning Department on plan updates in process and efforts to begin 

preparing a street tree plan template to be incorporated into the various plans. Discussed 

several sub-topics: 

 Call for input in Community Plan updates  

 Creation of street tree plans for Barrio Logan and Otay Mesa 

 Possibility of all-encompassing general street tree plan 

 Overview of planning process in general 

 Linking general plans with more specific action plans 

 Future scopes for consultant agreements will be passed through CFAB 

 Multiple upcoming community plan updates point to a need for a full-time urban 

forester in planning to oversee urban forest aspect. 

 

b. Presentation by the Japanese Garden (by Dennis Otsuji from ONA) "Next Phase of the 

Balboa Park Japanese Garden (JFG)-existing Gold Gulch tree program."  

 

Parks & Recreation Dept has hired ONA, Inc. for landscape work on the JFG Expansion 

project, which includes: removing a number of large eucalyptus trees and palms per council 

policy and replacing them with pine and cherry trees and tea plants; and reworking storm 

water run-off to reduce erosion. 
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The JFG is responsible for the maintenance of the leasehold property plus is taking on 

some perimeter expenses. The JFG is the only tenant in Balboa Park to pay for their own 

water. 

 

c. Housekeeping business: 

i) Establishing quarterly reports to and from Council Districts plus distribution of minutes 

to districts and Mayor. 

ii) City’s Storm Water Department representative on the Board.                

iii)  Submittal to the Mayor and City Council on how the City’s Urban Forest will be 

managed and funded in the future (recommended revenue sources based on the 

committees’ ideas and other city examples). 

iv) Presentation distribution: formatting and selecting recipients.  

v) Status of “Tree City USA” designation  

 

7) Action Item(s): none 

 

8) Public Comment: none 

 

9) Adjourned at 1:18pm      
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