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Convoy District Business Walk 

On June 13, 2019, the Economic 
Development Department held its Convoy 
District Business Walk in the Kearny Mesa 
neighborhood. This was the first business 
walk in Council District 6. In advance of the 
walk, the Economic Development 
Department mailed postcards (right) to 430 
businesses to announce the upcoming 
outreach event.  

The front of the postcard explained the 
purpose of a business walk and shared 
valuable information about City programs 
popular with the business community. The 
back of the postcard provided an online 
survey link for entrepreneurs who were 
unavailable to be present during the walk.  

Teams of two people visited about 20 businesses each spanning a wide variety of industries, from retail to 
industrial. Volunteers engaged business owners encouraging them to complete a seven-question survey about the 
business climate as well as benefits and challenges of doing business in the Convoy District.  

   

Ms. Jane Smith  
1234 Convoy Street 
San Diego, CA 92111 

Volunteers: 20  
Volunteers included staff from the 
Economic Development Department, the 
Office of the City Treasurer, the Convoy 
District Partnership, members of the 
business community and Council District 
6 including Councilmember Chris Cate. 
 

Businesses Visited: 225 
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Business Walk Survey Results 
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   84% Favorable 
Of the 50 respondents, 42 rated the  
Convoy District as an “Excellent” or “Good”  
place to do business. 

 

78% Positive 
   Of the 47 respondents, 37 said they are 

“Very Optimistic” or “Optimistic” about    
the business climate in the Convoy 
District. 

 

Business Climate Outlook  
Question: Please describe your outlook on your 
business climate 
 

“Neutral” and “Pessimistic” respondents (10) cited:  
• Not enough parking (30) 
• Traffic (15) 
• Homelessness (15) 

 

22% Completed Surveys 
Of the 225 businesses visited, 50 businesses 
completed surveys.   
 

 

Doing Business  
Question: Rate your community as a place  
to do business. 
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Business Advantages  
Question: What are the benefits of operating a business in this 
community?  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Business Obstacles 
Question: What are the challenges of operating a  
business in your community? (Select all that apply.)  
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Benefits
Mixing It Up 
Thirty people surveyed stated that having 
a mix of businesses in their community is 
beneficial. On the walk, volunteers visited 
many companies such as an ice cream 
shop, a karaoke establishment and a 
cement company. There are many 
restaurants in the community as well as 
businesses related to the auto industry. 
Many San Diegans come into the Convoy 
District for work or a variety of daily 
needs. Convoy street is also becoming 
widely known for its variety of Asian 
restaurants and are the subject of several 
stories from local news outlets. 
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Parking 
While being economically diverse benefits 
the Convoy District, there is not enough 
room for all the cars that bring customers 
to these businesses. More than 60 percent 
of those who completed surveys cited 
parking as a challenge of doing business 
in the community. 

62% Look to Expand 
Whether it’s opening another location in 
the City, updating their shop, hiring 
employees or making sales online, 
Convoy District business owners have 
their eyes on growth. EDD staff followed 
up via email with those looking to expand 
their businesses.   
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Business Expansion 

Growing Business  
Question: Do you plan on expanding your 
business? If so, how?   
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Finding Resources Question: Is your business interested in learning  
about any of the following City programs? (Interested owners received  
follow-up emails with program information.)  
 
        
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Convoy District Partnership (CDP) Awareness 
Question: Are you familiar with the Convoy District 
Partnership?  
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Above: Employee at the restaurant Rakiraki  
Ramen & Tsukemen completes survey. City staff 
followed up on their interest in opening another 
location.  
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Interest in City Programs

15% Know the CDP   
Of the 47 respondents, seven were familiar with 
the Convoy District Partnership, a nonprofit  
organization dedicated to growing and 
promoting the neighborhood through arts, 
culture and events. 

Below: Volunteers get their list of businesses to visit in the Convoy District.  
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Promotional Material Left at Businesses Visited (5x7, front and back) 
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