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City of San Diego – Citywide Recycling Ordinance (CRO, SDMC 66.0701 et seq.): All commercial facilities 
generating 4 or more cubic yards of waste per week must provide adequate and convenient recycling containers 
for the recycling service and collection of plastic bottles and jars, paper, newspaper, metal containers, cardboard, 
and glass containers.




State of California - Assembly Bill 341: A business (including public entities) that generates 4 or more cubic yards 
of commercial waste shall arrange for certified recycling services.





Under the Citywide Recycling Ordinance (CRO), the City of San Diego requires all responsible persons (defined as 
the individual or entity responsible for the management of solid waste for disposal or recycling) for commercial 
facilities to provide the following:


RECYCING REGULATIONS



NECESSARY COMPONENTS FOR COMPLIANCE



Everyone in San Diego is required to keep their recyclables and trash separate.


The City of San Diego has a zero waste goal by 2040.



Recycling compliance from everyone in San Diego is necessary to meet this goal.

Mandatory Recycling Law for Businesses in the City of San Diego
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Place signage on all recycling containers, storage 
areas, enclosures, and/or entrances to chute 
rooms to clearly identify them as recycling containers 
and display a list and/or pictures of recyclable 
materials accepted.


	External signage on the container must include the 
name and phone number of the certified hauler and a 
list of the hauler’s accepted recyclable materials.


 Contact your hauler or a City Recycling Specialist for 
free signage.
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Signage


	Contract with a certified waste hauler to service 
both the trash and recycling separately with collection 
of recyclables as frequently as necessary to meet 
demand. A business owner that self-hauls, 
back-hauls, or shares service must submit proper 
documentation to the City’s Environmental Services 
Department.


	Ensure all external recycling containers are outfitted 
with close-fitting, leak-proof, and rodent-proof lids.



	Designate recycling collection storage area(s).


 Place recycling containers in a convenient location 

adjacent or as close as possible to each trash container 
or disposal area. 
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External Containers and 
Certified Collection
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	Notify occupants of the active recycling program, 
accepted materials, and container location(s).



Provide education to occupants annually, upon 
occupancy, and when there are changes to the 
recycling program.



 Reach out to a City Recycling Specialist for free 
on-site educational training. 
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Education/Training
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 Place a recycling container next to every 
internal trash container (except for restrooms).


 The recycling container must be the same 
size as the trash container that it is next to.


Each indoor recycling container must have 
proper indoor signage clearly indicating it is for 
recycling and should include a list of recyclable 
materials accepted.


 Ideally the recycling container will be blue.
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Internal Containers
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Per the CRO, exemptions may be granted upon (but are not limited to) consideration of the following 
factors:


•	 The commercial facility does not generate the threshold amount for waste and recycling.


• 	The commercial facility does not generate recyclables.

• 	There is inadequate space to accommodate a recycling container.

•	 The facility has an approved shared service agreement with another facility who has certified waste 
hauling service.

•  The commercial facility self-hauls or back-hauls their recyclable materials generated by their business. 
In which case, the recyclables must be delivered to a recycling facility, and the commercial owner must 
submit an annual Recycling Reporting Form to the City of San Diego Environmental Services Department. 




Please note that exemptions may be granted, but may warrant additional site check(s) to ensure 
exemptions are granted fairly across the board. To apply for an exemption, please ask about the City’s 
Recycling Reporting Form or visit our website below. 





 



The City of San Diego has Code Compliance Officers that will routinely visit facilities to ensure all City and 
State regulations are being met. Under the CRO, Code Compliance Officers may:


• 	Issue a written warning (Notice of Violation, NOV) regarding non-compliance and determine a 
follow-up date in accordance to the violation and the amount of time needed to reach compliance.


• 	Coordinate technical assistance with a City Recycling Specialist to ensure compliance assistance is 
provided.





If the NOV deadline is not met, the Code Compliance Officer may:


• 	Issue an Administrative Citation not below $250 for the first offense.


•	 Issue a new follow-up date in accordance with the Administrative Citation.


•	 Continue to coordinate technical assistance with a City Recycling Specialist.


• 	Continue to issue Administrative Citations not to exceed $1,000 for each subsequent offense should 
compliance not be met on the Code Officer’s follow-up date(s).






The City of San Diego Environmental Services Department can help set up or improve your business 
facility’s recycling program or help educate your employees and tenants to comply with CRO. Schedule a 
free walkthrough with a Recycling Specialist for a comprehensive consultation.





Contact esdrecyclingworks@sandiego.gov or Customer Service at 858-694-7000. 


 


Visit www.recyclingworks.com for more information on the City of San Diego Recycling Ordinance, how 
to comply, exemption criteria, educational signage, enforcement guidelines, and lists of franchise 
haulers and certified recyclers.


EXEMPTIONS TO THESE GUIDELINES


COMPLIANCE ENFORCEMENT


NEED HELP?
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