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SUMMARY 
 
 
The City of San Diego (City) is preparing community plan updates for various communities 
within its jurisdiction. The City requires a constraints analysis and archaeological cultural 
resources sensitivity analysis for archaeological resources in support of the community plan 
update for the community of Old Town. The community of Old Town encompasses Presidio Hill 
and slopes west to Interstate (I) 5, and is bounded by the San Diego River and I-8 to the north, 
the community of Uptown to the east, and I-5 to the south. This study addresses City lands 
within the Old Town community, and does not include lands comprising Old Town State 
Historic Park, which is in the land use jurisdiction of the State of California. 
 
A records search was conducted by the City on September 5, 2009, using the California 
Historical Resources Information System. A literature review was conducted by AECOM at the 
South Coastal Information Center on June 22, 2011, and a records search was conducted at the 
San Diego Museum of Man on August 10, 2011. The archival search consisted of an 
archaeological and historical records and literature review. The results of the records search 
indicated that 56 previous investigations have been conducted and 50 cultural resources have 
been previously recorded within the community of Old Town. Of these, two are prehistoric, three 
are multi-component resources, 28 are historic archaeological resources, and 17 are built historic 
resources. 
 
The prehistoric resources include one lithic and shell scatter and one prehistoric village site. The 
multi-component sites consist of the “Old Spanish Fort” with associated prehistoric artifacts, a 
historic residence with a prehistoric temporary camp, and a historic refuse deposit with a 
prehistoric lithic scatter and possible prehistoric shell scatter. The historic resources include 17 
refuse deposits; six foundations with either associated walls, wells, or refuse deposits; three wells 
or privies with refuse deposits; one well; one brick rubble pile with associated metal pipes; and 
one tile floor. In addition, several key areas have been identified that may be of high level of 
interest to local Native American communities. Many of these are listed on registers for the 
City’s Historical Resources Board, the California Historic Landmarks, and the National Historic 
Landmarks, or have not been formally recognized. These include the prehistoric Rancheria of 
Kosaii/Kosa’aay/Cosoy; the Presidio de San Diego; El Campo Santo; the Protestant Cemetery; 
Palm Canyon Waterworks; Crosthwaite Well Feature; Spanish/Mexican period tiles and trash 
deposits; Presidio Hills Golf Course; railroad lines; the Derby Dike; El Camino Real; La Playa 
Trail and Road; Old Highway 101 and Pacific Coast Highway; and unidentified privies, wells, 
and trash deposits. 
 
A Sacred Lands File check from the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was 
conducted, which indicated that no sacred lands have been identified within the vicinity of the 
community of Old Town. The NAHC provided AECOM with a list of local tribal entities and 
other interested parties, and a consultation program is being conducted as part of the review 
process. 
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Based on the results of the records search, the NAHC Sacred Lands File check, and known 
regional environmental factors, the community of Old Town has a high cultural sensitivity level 
for the presence of archaeological resources, primarily of the historic period. Beginning with 
early Spanish establishment of the Presidio, the area has played a pivotal role in the historic 
development of the San Diego region. Prior to the arrival of the Spanish, the area was 
extensively occupied and exploited by Native Americans, further contributing to the 
community’s rich cultural heritage and sensitivity for archaeological resources. As such, the 
archaeological sensitivity level for the community of Old Town is high, which should be a 
primary consideration during the community plan update process. 
 
Participation of the local Native American community is crucial to the effective identification 
and protection of cultural resources within the community of Old Town in accordance with the 
City’s Historical Resources Guidelines (City of San Diego 2001). Native American participation 
is required for all levels of future investigations in the community of Old Town, including those 
areas that have been previously developed, unless additional information can be provided to 
demonstrate that the property has been graded to a point where no resources could be impacted. 
Areas that have not been previously developed should be surveyed to determine potential for 
historical resources to be encountered, and whether additional evaluation is required. In areas 
that have been previously developed, additional ground-disturbing activities may require further 
evaluation and/or monitoring. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The City of San Diego (City) is preparing community plan updates for various communities 
within its jurisdiction. The City requires a constraints analysis and cultural sensitivity analysis 
for archaeological resources in support of the community plan update for the community of Old 
Town. The community of Old Town encompasses Presidio Hill and the slopes west to Interstate 
(I) 5, and is bounded by the San Diego River and I-8 to the north, the community of Uptown to 
the east, and I-5 to the south. This study addresses archaeological sensitivity within the Old 
Town community planning area, excluding lands comprising Old Town State Historic Park, 
which are in the land use jurisdiction of the State of California Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 
 
A records search was conducted by the City using the California Historical Resources 
Information System (CHRIS) in support of the community plan update. AECOM conducted a 
literature review update at the South Coastal Information Center (SCIC) and a records search at 
the San Diego Museum of Man in June 2011. This report documents the relevant records search 
and literature review results, and identifies the archaeological resources sensitivity for the 
community of Old Town. 
 
 
PROJECT PERSONNEL 
 
Resumes for key project personnel are presented in Appendix A. Senior technical review, project 
management, and primary point of contact for AECOM was provided by Stacey Jordan-Connor, 
PhD, Registered Professional Archaeologist (RPA). Cheryl Bowden-Renna and Stephanie Jow, 
MA, RPA, prepared this technical report. The paleoenvironmental section was authored by 
Andrew York, MA, RPA. Portions of the prehistoric and historic context for the community of 
Old Town were authored by Richard Carrico, MA, RPA, and Christy Dolan, MA, RPA. 
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SETTING 
 
 
The following discussion begins with a review of past and current environmental settings and the 
basic framework of human occupation of coastal Southern California, specifically the San Diego 
area, including the community of Old Town. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
Paleoenvironmental Setting 
 
The early Holocene was a time of environmental transition, with a number of global climatic 
trends resulting in biotic and habitat adjustments in what is now coastal Southern California. 
Although temperatures in the Northern Hemisphere were characterized by pronounced warming 
in the early Holocene (West et al. 2007), local climates in the area that is now San Diego may 
have been relatively cool and wet due to the influence of coastal fog produced by upwelling and 
the resultant cold sea surface temperatures (Pope et al. 2004). In general, however, the early 
Holocene was a time of climatic warming in what is now coastal California, resulting in a 
number of changes to biotic communities, most prominently the retreat of coniferous forests and 
the expansion of oak woodland throughout most of the region. 
 
The most significant environmental change at this time, however, was likely the stabilization of 
sea levels. At the time of the first observed archaeological evidence of prehistoric occupation in 
what is now the Old Town area, sea levels had been rising rapidly for several thousand years, 
pausing only briefly at approximately 11,500 years before present (B.P.) for the Younger Dryas 
re-glaciation and again for another global cooling event at approximately 8200 B.P. (Masters and 
Aiello 2007). This rapid transgression flooded coastal drainages, resulting in a series of deep 
embayments along the coast of what is now San Diego County during the early Holocene. 
Current data suggest, however, that the sea level rise, which had reached maximum rates of 2 to 
4 meters per century, began to stabilize by approximately 8000 B.P., and approached the current 
level by approximately 6000 B.P. This slowing of the transgression allowed the accumulation of 
sediment at lagoon margins, resulting in a complex mosaic of biotic habitats that provided 
prehistoric populations with a wide array of marine, riparian, and terrestrial resources. 
 
The middle Holocene climate in what is now coastal Southern California was marked by 
pronounced warming and increased aridity between approximately 7800 and 5000 B.P. (Carbone 
1991), which was consistent with a broader warming trend seen elsewhere during this interval. 
This was followed by a cool, moist interval that persisted until approximately 2,000 years ago in 
what is now coastal Southern California (Davis 1992). 
 
Due largely to their more recent occurrence, climatic changes in what is now coastal Southern 
California during the past 2,000 years are much better understood. Among the clearest of these 
records is a 1,600-year tree-ring record reported by Larson and Michaelson (1989) for the 
Transverse Ranges, and the pollen record from San Joaquin Marsh. During the early portion of 
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their sequence (A.D. 500 to 1000), Larson and Michaelson record relatively high variability in 
yearly precipitation totals. During the first 150 years of their reconstruction, approximately A.D. 
500 to 650, climatic conditions were characterized by moderately low precipitation levels. This 
period was followed by very low rainfall levels, which lasted from approximately A.D. 650 to 
800. Extreme drought was experienced between approximately A.D. 750 and 770. The 
succeeding 200 years, approximately A.D. 800 to 1000, was a sustained high-interval period 
unmatched in the entire 1,600-year reconstruction. 
 
Paleoclimatic records from a wide variety of contexts consistently indicate that the period 
between approximately 1,000 and 700 years ago (A.D. 1000 to 1300) was characterized by 
generally higher temperatures and periods of extreme drought. This event, known as the 
Medieval Warm Period or the Medieval Climatic Anomaly, has received considerable attention, 
due both to the apparent severity of the droughts and to its apparent coincidence with important 
cultural changes described throughout the prehistoric archaeological record of California (Jones 
et al. 1999; Raab and Larson 1998). Evidence of severe drought and increasing temperatures at 
this time is documented for the Sierra Nevada area by Stine (1990, 1994) and Graumlich (1993), 
and is documented along the Southern California coast by Larson and Michaelson (1989). Larson 
and Michaelson’s (1989) data indicate that the interval between approximately A.D. 1100 and 
1250 was one of continued drought, particularly between approximately A.D. 1120 and 1150. 
 
During prehistoric occupation of the Old Town area, native vegetation was composed of chamise 
chaparral (chamise [Adenstoma fasciculatum]), coastal sage scrub, and mixed chaparral 
vegetation communities. Major constituents of chaparral are chaise, ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.), 
and scrub oak (Quercus beberidifolia and Q. dumosa). Coastal sage scrub communities are 
characterized by coastal sage brush (Artemisia californica), black sage (Salvia mellifera), white 
sage (S. apiana), laurel sumac (Malosma laurina), lemonade berry (Rhus integrifolia), California 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), brittle bush (Encelia californica), and toyon (Heteromeles 
arbutifolia). 
 
Coastal sage scrub and chaparral may have been less extensive than they are today in the Old 
Town area because of intentional burning and management by native peoples. Padre Juan Crespi 
noted in his journal during the Portola Expedition in 1769 (Bolton 1927) the presence of 
grasslands or pasture in the area, and rarely noted passing through chaparral or brush. He also 
made repeated reference to Native Americans burning the grasslands. Grasslands were probably 
more widespread as a result (Bean and Lawton 1968, 1973; Bean and Shipek 1978:552; Lawton 
1974; Lawton and Bean 1968). Native bunch grasses are thought to have been an economic 
staple second only to acorns in the pre-contact economy of what is now Southern California 
(Bean and Lawton 1973; Bean and Shipek 1978; White 1963). Grass seeds were a staple food 
resource second only to acorns in the Late Prehistoric native diet (Bean and Shipek 1978; White 
1963). Coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), the acorns of which were a favored food resource, 
were probably more plentiful on northern exposures and valleys of the area than they are today. 
Acorns of the scrub oak were considered less desirable but were also a food resource for Late 
Prehistoric populations. Mature coastal sage scrub and chaparral may have provided resources to 
prehistoric populations. 
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Major wildlife species found in this environment prehistorically were coyote (Canis latrans); 
mule deer (Odocoilus hemionus); grizzly bear (Ursus arctos); mountain lion (Felis concolor); 
rabbit (Sylvilagus auduboni); jackrabbit (Lepus californicus); and various rodents, the most 
notable of which are the valley pocket gopher (Thomomys bottae), California ground squirrel 
(Ostospermophilus beecheyi), and dusky footed woodrat (Neotoma fuscipes) (Head 1972). 
Rabbits, jackrabbits, and rodents were important to the prehistoric diet; deer were somewhat less 
significant for food, but were an important source of leather, bone, and antlers. 
 
Existing Natural Setting 
 
The community of Old Town is located on the sloping hillsides and mesa just above the San 
Diego River. The area is predominantly developed but features a few small concentrations of 
natural vegetation in steep canyons amidst residential areas, as well as grassy park areas. The 
community of Old Town encompasses Presidio Hill and slopes west to I-5, and is bounded by 
the San Diego River and I-8 toward the north, the community of Uptown to the east, and I-5 to 
the south (Figures 1, 2, and 3). Originally, the community was bisected by the San Diego River 
and bordered estuary lands (Figure 4). The community of Old Town has undergone spurts of 
development since the late 1700s (Figure 5). Today, the community includes Old Town State 
Historic Park, under the jurisdiction of the California Department of Parks and Recreation. 
Residential neighborhoods with commercial use areas along major thoroughfares and Presidio 
Park are under the jurisdiction of the City. 
 
Vegetation in the canyons are composed of chamise chaparral, coastal sage scrub, and mixed 
chaparral vegetation communities. Major constituents of chaparral are chaise, ceanothus, and 
scrub oak. Coastal sage scrub communities are characterized by coastal sage brush, black sage, 
white sage, laurel sumac, lemonade berry, California buckwheat, brittle bush, and toyon. 
Intrusive plants such as cacti and palm trees, as well as nonnative grasses, can also be found. 
Canyons in the area are wildlife corridors and, prehistorically, they constituted travel routes into 
the valley areas, as they do today. Native bunch grasslands, which were plentiful during 
prehistoric times, are now essentially gone along the coastal strip due to development of the area 
from the Mexican period to the present, and to overgrazing, which began during the intensive 
cattle ranching of the Mexican period and peaked in the late 19th century (Schoenherr 
1992:538). However, bunchgrass can still be found sometimes as an understory beneath coastal 
sage scrub and stands of invasive mustard and wild radish. 
 
 
CULTURAL SETTING 
 
Prehistory 
 
The prehistoric cultural sequence in San Diego County is generally thought of in three basic 
periods: the Paleoindian, locally characterized by the San Dieguito complex; the Archaic, 
characterized by the cobble and core technology of the La Jollan and Pauma complexes; and the 
Late Prehistoric, marked by the appearance of ceramics, small arrow points, and cremation burial 
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practices. Late Prehistoric materials found in southern San Diego County, known as Yuman I 
and Yuman II, are believed to represent the ancestral Kumeyaay. 
 
Paleoindian Period  
In San Diego County, the Paleoindian period is represented by the San Dieguito complex, as 
identified by Rogers (1929, 1939, 1945) and Warren (1966, 1968; Warren et al. 1993). The 
earliest well-documented sites in the San Diego area belonging to the San Dieguito complex are 
thought to be older than 9,000 years (Warren 1967). Related materials, sometimes called the 
Lake Mojave complex, have been found in the Mojave Desert and in the Great Basin (e.g., 
Campbell et al. 1937; Warren and Ore 1978). Diagnostic artifact types and categories associated 
with the San Dieguito complex include scraper planes, choppers, scraping tools, crescentics, and 
elongated bifacial knives, as well as Silver Lake, Lake Mojave, and leaf-shaped projectile points 
(Rogers 1939; Warren 1967). Like the Lake Mojave complex, the San Dieguito complex is 
thought to represent an early emphasis on generalized hunting. There are few or no milling 
implements in most San Dieguito components. In areas adjacent to the coast, many Paleoindian 
period sites have probably been covered by rising sea levels since the end of the Pleistocene. In 
more inland regions, alluvial sedimentation in valley areas may have covered these materials. 
The stable mesa landforms in the region, the abundance of appropriate lithic material, and soil 
column exposures along areas such as the San Dieguito River have made the foothills an 
important area for Paleoindian research. At the Harris site (CA-SDI-149), approximately 20 
miles north of the community of Old Town, these materials were first identified in stratigraphic 
context. 
 
Archaic Period 
The Archaic period (8000 to 1500 B.P.) brought a shift toward a more generalized economy and 
an increased emphasis on seed resources, small game, and shellfish. The local cultural 
manifestations of the Archaic period are called the La Jollan complex along the coast and the 
Pauma complex inland (True 1958). Pauma complex sites lack the shell that dominates many La 
Jollan complex site assemblages. The La Jollan tool assemblage is dominated by rough, cobble-
based choppers and scrapers, as well as slab and basin metates. There has been considerable 
debate about whether San Dieguito and La Jollan patterns might represent the same people using 
different environments and subsistence techniques, or whether they are separate cultural patterns 
(e.g., Bull 1983; Gallegos 1987; Warren et al. 1993). However, there seems to have been some 
reorientation in settlement from coastal sites to inland settings during the latter portion of this 
period in what is now northern San Diego County. This appears at approximately 4,000 years 
ago and is thought to relate to the final phases of Holocene sea level rise and resultant siltation of 
the formerly productive coastal lagoons in what is now northern San Diego County. Conversely, 
there appears to be no significant silting in Mission Bay and San Diego Bay, and no reduction in 
settlement along the coast south of Mission Bay (Gallegos 1987; Warren et al. 1993). 
 
Late Prehistoric Period 
The Late Prehistoric period (1500 B.P. to 200 B.P.) is characterized by higher population 
densities and elaborations in social, political, and technological systems. Economic systems 
diversified and intensified during this period with the continued elaboration of trade networks, 
the use of shell-bead currency, and the appearance of more labor-intensive but effective 
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technological innovations. Subsistence is thought to have focused on acorns and grass seeds, 
with small game serving as a primary protein resource and big game as a secondary resource. 
Fish and shellfish were also secondary resources, except in areas immediately adjacent to the 
coast where they assumed primary importance (Bean and Shipek 1978:552; Sparkman 
1908:200). The settlement system was characterized by seasonal villages where people used a 
central-based collecting subsistence strategy. Artifactual material is characterized by the 
presence of arrow shaft straighteners, pendants, comales (heating stones), Tizon Brownware 
pottery, ceramic figurines reminiscent of Hohokam styles, ceramic “Yuman bow pipes,” ceramic 
rattles, miniature pottery vessels, various cobble-based tools (e.g., scrapers, choppers, 
hammerstones), bone awls, manos and metates, and mortars and pestles. The arrow-point 
assemblage is dominated by the Desert Side-notched series, but the Cottonwood series and the 
Dos Cabazas Serrated type also occur. Late Prehistoric materials found in southern San Diego 
County, known as Yuman I and Yuman II, are believed to represent the ancestral Kumeyaay. 
 
Ethnohistory 
 
The Ethnohistoric Period, sometimes referred to as the ethnographic present, commences with 
the earliest European arrival in what is now San Diego and continued through the Spanish and 
Mexican periods and into the American period. The founding of Mission San Diego de Alcalá in 
1769 brought about profound changes in the lives of the Kumeyaay. The coastal Kumeyaay died 
from introduced diseases or were brought into the mission system. Earliest accounts of Native 
American life in what is now San Diego were recorded as a means to salvage scientific 
knowledge of native lifeways. These accounts were often based on limited interviews or biased 
data collection techniques. Later researchers and local Native Americans began to uncover and 
make public significant contributions in the understanding of native culture and language. These 
studies have continued to the present day, and involve archaeologists and ethnographers working 
in conjunction with Native Americans to address the continued cultural significance of sites and 
landscapes across San Diego County. The Kumeyaay are the identified Most Likely Descendants 
for all Native American human remains found in the City. 
 
By the time Spanish colonists began to settle in Alta California in 1769, the Old Town 
community planning area was within the territory of the Kumeyaay people (also known as the 
Ipay/Tipay), a group of exogamous, non-totemic territorial bands with patrilineal descent 
(Gifford 1918). The Kumeyaay spoke a Yuman language of the Hokan linguistic stock. South of 
the present-day U.S./Mexico border to northern Ensenada were the closely related Paipai. To the 
north in the San Dieguito River Valley were the Takic-speaking Luiseño (Kroeber 1925).  
 
The Kumeyaay had a hunting and gathering economy based primarily on various plant resources. 
For people in what is now the Old Town community planning area, grass seeds were probably 
the primary food, supplemented by various other seeds such as sage (Salvia spp.), sagebrush 
(Artemisia californica), lamb’s quarters (Chenopodium album), and pine nuts (Pinus sp.). Small 
game was a major source of protein, but deer were hunted as well. Coastal bands ate a great deal 
of fish, taking them with lines, nets, and bows and arrows. Balsas or reed boats were used 
(Kroeber 1925; Luomala 1978). Shellfish and other littoral resources also were important to 
coastal people. Settlements were moved to areas where wild foods were in season. For example, 
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inland bands might move into desert areas in the spring to gather agave (Agave deserti), then to 
higher-altitude areas in the fall to gather acorns (Cline 1984). Coastal bands lived in semi-
permanent villages focused on more seasonally stable inshore and littoral resources. However, 
they still often travelled to what is now Torrey Pines and La Rumarosa (in northern Baja 
California) to harvest pine nuts, and to Cuyamaca and Mount Laguna for acorns (Shipek 
1970:27–28). 
 
Villages and campsites were generally located in areas where water was readily available, 
preferably on a year-round basis. The San Diego River provided an important resource for local 
inhabitants, not only as a reliable source of water, but also as a major transportation corridor 
through the region. Major coastal villages were known to have existed along the San Diego 
River, including the village of Kosaii (also known as Cosoy or Kosa’aay) near the mouth of the 
San Diego River (Gallegos et al. 1998; Kroeber 1925). Although the actual location of the 
village is unknown, Bancroft (1884) reported that a site called Cosoy/Kosaii/Kosa’aay by the 
Native Americans was in the vicinity of what is now Presidio Hill and Old Town, located less 
than 1 mile west of the Old Town community planning boundary. Several investigations have 
identified possible locations for the village of Cosoy/Kosaii/Kosa’aay (Clement and Van Bueren 
1993; Felton 1996), but the actual site has never been found. Several additional large villages 
have been documented along the San Diego River through ethnographic accounts and 
archaeological investigations in the area. These include Nipaquay, located near present-day 
Mission San Diego de Alcala (Kyle 1996); El Corral, located near present-day Mission Gorge; 
Santee Greens, located in present-day eastern Santee (Berryman 1981); and El Capitan, located 
approximately 25 miles upstream of the Old Town community planning area, now covered by 
the El Capitan Reservoir (Pourade 1961). 
 
Native Places and Place Names on the Land 
For people intimate with their physical surroundings, the landscape is a place with many 
attributes beyond simple physical description. The Kumeyaay have roots that extend thousands 
of years in the area that is now San Diego County and northern Baja California, and there are 
hundreds of words that describe a given landform, showing a close connection with nature. There 
are also stories associated with the land. A map of approximately 100 Kumeyaay or Ipay/Tipay 
place names can be found at kumeyaay.com. 
 
Almost 100 years ago, Charles Saunders penned the following (Saunders 1913): 
 

This whole region has the touch of the Indian everywhere upon it. … Every 
prominent object in the landscape around us, every hill and rincon and cañon, 
every oakwood and spring and arroyo, almost every tree that differs markedly 
from another, has its Indian name descriptive of its physical character or 
commemorating some event of Indian history that has happened there. 

 
Although Saunders was speaking of California in general, his words are true for the Kumeyaay 
of San Diego County. The following provides a brief summary of the place names that are 
associated with the community of Old Town. Although many places in the word list have 
become obscure or virtually unspoken over time, many are still in the lexicon of native speakers, 
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and a large number, although often Hispanicized or Anglicized, are retained on maps and are 
common place names. 
 
The San Diego area in general, including the community of Old Town and the City as it existed 
as late as the 1920s, was known as qapai (meaning uncertain). Some native speakers referred to 
what is now I-8 as oon-ya, meaning trail or road, describing one of the main routes linking the 
interior of San Diego with the coast. The floodplain from the San Diego Mission to the ocean 
was hajir or qajir (Harrington 1925, 1927). Point Loma was recorded by Kroeber as totakamalm 
in the early 1900s, but this name seems uncertain (Kroeber 1925). By contrast, a knowledgeable 
Kumeyaay consultant noted in 1963 that the Native American name for Point Loma was mat 
kunyiLy or black hill (Lopez 1963). 
 
Islands visible from the coast were called haras or qaras, a name used for both San Clemente 
and the Santa Catalina Islands (Harrington 1925, 1927). To the south are hawi'awili or 
qawi'awili, meaning water mountain rocks, denoting the Los Coronados Islands off of Baja 
California. The modern-day Mission Valley area was known as Emat kuseyaay, which means 
spirit land, land with spirits, or place of spirit person. This may have been in reference to the 
presence of Spanish priests in the valley after 1769 (Robertson 1982). The narrows of Mission 
Gorge within present-day Mission Trails Regional Park carries the name Ewiikaakap, meaning 
rocks where the river narrows (Robertson 1982). 
 
North of the community of Old Town, onap was a ranchería of a large settlement located in Rose 
Canyon. Ystagua or istagua, a Spanish gloss of istaawah or istawah, was a prominent ranchería 
located in what is now Sorrento Valley and means worm’s (larvae) house. A large village in 
what is now Pacific Beach west of I-5 was known as hamo or jamo. The meaning of this is 
uncertain. To the southeast, the docks near the foot of what is now Fifth Avenue were known as 
tisirr; the meaning of this is also uncertain (Thing 2009). 
 
The ranchería of kosaii took its name from the Kumeyaay word for drying place or dry place 
(Dumas 2011). This ranchería appears in the earliest of Spanish travelogues for the area, and was 
the village closest to the Presidio. Native Americans still lived near the Presidio as late as 1822, 
as indicated by accounts that a leader from a ranchería “not far distant from the Presidio of St. 
Diego” was killed by his own villagers and replaced by a new leader in an imitation of the 
deposing of the Spanish leadership and proclamation of Mexican independence (Boscana 1978). 
Whether the above-mentioned village was kosaii is not certain. 
 
Historic Period 
 
Spanish and Mexican Period 
The initial Spanish settlement of the San Diego region began in 1769. Spain first laid claim to the 
California coast in the 16th century, but it was during the mid-18th century that the Spanish 
exploration and colonization was at its peak. San Diego was the first area settled by the Spanish 
in Alta California, with the establishment of a mission and a military presidio located on Presidio 
Hill overlooking the San Diego River in 1769. The San Diego Presidio and the chapel within its 
walls formed the first permanent Spanish colonial facilities in Alta California following decades 
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of Spanish settlement in Baja California. Built to be the first wave of Spanish settlements that 
would be established along the coast of Alta California, the Presidio would be one of only four 
constructed in Alta California. Miguel Costansó, a military engineer and keen observer, 
sarcastically wrote that all of the California Presidios are “situated in an area devoid of resources 
and support” (Costansó 1794). 
 
Functioning first as a colonial outpost with a mission and, after 1775, primarily as a Presidio 
with a chapel, the facility housed soldiers and their families, craftsmen, native workers, and other 
individuals prior to the establishment of the pueblo that became Old Town at the foot of Presidio 
Hill in the mid-1830s. As David J. Weber and others have pointed out, the presidios of Alta 
California were “both theater set and citadel.… [They] had little more than symbolic value in 
protecting … against foreigners, but its soldiers did protect missionaries and its presence did 
comfort and attract civilians. The fort worked by default” (Weber 2006). Although the 
population at the Presidio fluctuated, there were rarely more than 70 occupants within the 
Presidio’s walls. Costansó wrote in his 1794 report on the Alta California presidios that only 208 
military men were stationed at the four California presidios. 
 
The cemetery at the Royal Presidio de San Diego was in use from its founding in 1769 at the first 
mission in Alta California to as late as 1876, almost 40 years after the abandonment of the 
Presidio fortifications. There may have been two cemeteries, one forming the consecrated 
grounds in and around the Presidio chapel and a second burial area for non-converted or non-
Catholics. Certainly, the areas in and around the chapel excavated by San Diego State University 
in the 1960s may not have represented the complete camposanto (graveyard). There is 
speculation that the burial grounds extended to the south beyond the so-called George Marston 
wall. 
 
Following the founding of Mission San Diego de Alcalá 6 miles up-river from the Presidio in 
1774, the majority of Hispanic settlers, Native Americans, and other members of the pueblo of 
San Diego were buried at the nearby mission. In spite of the more intensive use of the mission 
burial grounds, at least 204 individuals were buried at the Presidio camposanto. The majority of 
these burials took place between 1790 and 1810, with a substantial decrease in burials after 1825. 
Still, burials took place on the hill well into the 1870s, often nefariously. 
 
The Mission San Diego de Alcalá was reestablished in 1776, following its destruction by a Tipai 
uprising in 1775. At this time, the Franciscan priests, their assistants, and many converts left the 
Presidio and inhabited the more extensive mission grounds (Carrico 1997). In many ways, the 
Presidio complex became its own insular community occupied by military men, their wives, their 
children, and Native American workers. 
 
In the early 1820s, soldiers and occupants of the Presidio began to move off of the hill and down 
to the more fertile and flatter lands now known as Old Town. This included building adobes 
homes and out buildings, planting orchards, and tending to small gardens and farms. Following 
the success of the Mexican Revolution in 1822, the secularization of Mission San Diego in 1835, 
and the gradual abandonment of the Presidio itself during the 1835–1845 era, settlement shifted 
to what became the Pueblo de San Diego at the foot of Presidio Hill. As the pueblo grew, the 
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occupants sunk wells, disposed of trash, abandoned unused structures, built cemeteries (El 
Campo Santo), made use of roads and trails (La Playa Trail and El Camino Real), and otherwise 
left their makers on the land. 
 
Early Population and Ethnicity 
By the time the Spanish established the Presidio at San Diego in 1769, the Spanish colonial 
world had witnessed more than 250 years of ethnic blending. The 1790 census for the Presidio 
indicates that 52% of the occupants identified themselves as Espanoles (which includes persons 
born in the Americas), 10% were racially mixed Quebrados, 16% were Mulattos, 9% were 
Native Americans (from both Alta and Baja California, as well as Sonora), 9% were Coyotes, 
and the remainder were non-Spanish Europeans and Mestizos (Mason 1978). One interesting 
characteristic of ethnic and racial identification on the California frontier is that, over time, many 
racially mixed individuals gradually (through self-identification) became more “puro” and less 
Quebrado/Mestizo. This change in ethnic and racial classification was probably an attempt to 
gain status and separate themselves from the Native Americans population and reduce the 
perceived stigma of being born in the Americas. 
 
Of the approximately 204 persons buried at the camposanto or in burial grounds associated with 
the Presidio for which there are burial records, the largest category was sub-adult and child 
burials, comprising 48% (n=97) of the total. This figure is a reflection of the sheer number of 
children who lived at the garrison with their Hispanic fathers and Native American mothers. The 
second highest grouping was the 82 adult Hispanics, with males comprising 57 of the individuals 
(70%). This high percentage of males could be expected given that the presidio was a military 
garrison with a predominantly male population. Twenty-two of the burials were adult Native 
Americans, and 64% of these (n=14) were male. The female Native Americans were largely 
wives of the Spanish and Mexican soldiers and, less frequently, workers. Only three of the 
burials at the camposanto were Anglo-Americans: Natalia Fitch, Henry Delano Fitch, and, 
possibly, Jose Francisco Snook. A fourth American, Sylvester Pattie, died while in captivity and 
is assumed to be buried in non-consecrated grounds and is not listed in the burial records. 
 
The ethnic character of the deceased at the Presidio accurately reflects the cultural and ethnic 
diversity of early colonial San Diego (Williams 1998). Virtually no person buried at the Presidio 
was European-born. One exception to this was Francisco Gomez, a native of Seville, Spain. The 
majority of persons buried at the Presidio were Hispanic, often of mixed heritage, including 
Spanish/Native American, Spanish/African/Native American, and Spanish/African (Williams 
1998). 
 
The Native Americans of local heritage who were buried at the Presidio were Kumeyaay, and 
most other members of the indigenous population were of mixed heritage coming from the 
interior of Mexico or Baja California. Kumeyaay (Ipai/Tipai) people buried at the Presidio came 
from a wide range of villages throughout the San Diego region, and reflect the success of 
conversion of Kumeyaay at several nearby villages and the failure to convert Kumeyaay at 
others. The villages most represented in the death and burial records were those closest to the 
Presidio, including Apusquel, Rincon de Jamo, Las Choyas, and Ystagua, all within 6 miles of 
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the Presidio. Buried Native Americans were from the missions of Baja California, including San 
Miguel, San Ignacio, San Gertrudis, San Fernando de Velicata, and San Xavier. 
 
The deceased who were interred at the camposanto included a Native American sailor from 
Mission San Xavier; several soldiers from throughout Baja California, including San Blas; and 
soldiers from the mainland, including Guadalajara, Cucula, Magdelena, and Sinola. Other burials 
include soldiers’ wives and mothers, children, two successful American merchants, a blacksmith 
and a carpenter killed in the mission revolt of 1775, several Native American prisoners, four 
Kumeyaay who were executed on the site in the early Mexican era post-1822, and an Ipai rebel 
leader (Tabaco) from the village of Pa’mu near Ramona. 
 
A second group of burials recorded for the Presidio were “unofficial” interments from between 
1860 and 1870. The San Diego Union noted that three Native American women had died in the 
preceding week in January 1874, and that one of them was buried in blankets at the old Presidio 
de San Diego because a coffin was not available (San Diego Union 1875). When a Native 
American named José, who was killed in early 1875, was buried at the Presidio in January 1875, 
the newspaper reported that there was a funeral entourage consisting of five or six men and 10 
women who sang mournful chants (San Diego Union 1875). 
 
The precise reason for burial of Native Americans in the abandoned Catholic cemetery on 
Presidio Hill is not clear, although it may have been because it was the site of the chapel for the 
Presidio or that the cemetery still held religious significance for some converted Native 
Americans. Archaeological investigations conducted by San Diego State University and 
contemporary documents indicate that the use of the old Presidio graveyard as a Native 
American burial ground was a fairly common occurrence during the period from 1850 to 1875 
(Howard 1975). At least five Native Americans were buried on Presidio Hill between 1873 and 
1875, and it is possible that additional burials went unnoticed by local authorities (San Diego 
Union 1873, 1875). 
 
Native Americans in the Post-Presidio/Mexican Period 
Beginning with the establishment of the Spanish Presidio and through the Mexican pueblo 
period, Native Americans of San Diego had been important and enduring elements of the work 
force and culture. The following analysis is derived from Glenn Farris’ work concerning the 
Native Americans of the San Diego Pueblo, and takes a look at the post-Mexican era (Farris 
2005, 2006). 
 
Between circa 1820 and 1890, substantial numbers of Native Americans worked and lived in the 
Mexican pueblo that later became an American village and then a town. Numerous 
archaeological excavations have recovered flaked implements of ceramic and glass, as well as 
forms of Tizon Brownware that reflect culture change and acculturation. These artifacts 
manufactured and used by Native Americans in the historic setting serve as evidence of this 
change. 
 
From secularization of the missions in the early 1830s to the early 1860s, the Native Americans 
of the region experienced a vast change in their lives. Most affected were the native people living 
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closest to the rapidly developing towns such as San Diego. Although some ex-mission Native 
Americans sought new lives in one of the Native American pueblos such as San Dieguito or San 
Pasqual, others returned to traditional villages or, in the case of the Native Americans from the 
Old Town area, sought work and shelter among the growing Californio settlement. The influx of 
Native Americans from Baja California reflected both the secularization of the missions in that 
area and a continuation of decades of movement of people between the two Californias. 
 
Two opposing views of Native American life in early Southern California gradually developed 
from this time period. One portrayed the Native Americans as content, loyal workers (Thomas 
1991). Others, usually from the East Coast, compared the situation to feudalism, at best, and a 
type of slavery at worst. 
 
A decade before the Mexican–American War, an 1836 census (padrón) of the San Diego Pueblo 
indicated that 13 Californio households employed 26 servants, workers, and their families (Farris 
2005, 2006). These included many of the noteworthy families of the pueblo such as Serrano, 
Marron, Reyes, Ortega, Osuna, Pico, Estudillo, Yorba, Ruiz, Fitch, Machado, Arguello, and 
Bandini. The occupations of the Native Americans varied and included cooks, bakers, fishermen, 
gardeners, and house servants (Farris 2005). During this period, the Native American presence in 
the San Diego Pueblo declined as native people either moved away or centralized in towns and 
on ranchos. By the late 1830s, the Native American population of San Diego County had fallen 
from approximately 20,000 to less than 5,000. 
 
American Period 
On the heels of American victory in the Mexican–American War (1846–1848), the Mexican 
pueblo that became Old Town began a gradual transition from Mexican village to an American 
town. By the early 1850s, movement was underway to establish a settlement south of Old Town, 
near the San Diego Harbor. These initial efforts were short lived, and for several years, Old 
Town remained the center of civic life in the area. However, frequent flooding of the San Diego 
River minimized the potential to expand Old Town as a major settlement during these early 
years. Concerned that the river’s siltation would hinder usage of the bay, the federal government 
sent the Army Corps of Engineers to San Diego under the guidance of Lt. George Horatio Derby 
to direct the river’s flow into the tidal marshes of False Bay (now Mission Bay) and away from 
the commercial sea port. The result was a levee system known as Derby’s Dike, built in 1853, 
that also would have curbed flooding in Old Town, but proved ill fated, as it was destroyed in a 
flood in 1855. 
 
As the prospect of flooding loomed over Old Town, Alonzo Horton made another bid at building 
a settlement farther south of Old Town, and by 1871, the area of present-day downtown San 
Diego, then known as Horton’s Addition, became the urban center of San Diego. A major flood 
of the San Diego River 2 years later further contributed to the decline of Old Town as the city 
center. By 1876, federal funds had been appropriated to channelize the river to prevent further 
flooding and divert the flow to False (Mission) Bay (War Department 1895). The region’s shift 
in urban focus was exemplified by the removal of county records from the Old Town courthouse 
to the New Town courthouse in 1870 (Starr 1986). 
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By the 1870s, much of the area around Old Town was subdivided and owned by individuals and 
commercial entities such as the San Diego Water Company. Formed in 1873, the San Diego 
Water Company was responsible for piping water to populated areas within the city. In 1887, the 
Old Town Reservoir was built to store water coming from 12 San Diego River wells. Another 
land owner in the area was the Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, whose tracks still run 
through the edge of Old Town. 
 
Residential and commercial development in the Old Town area continued to expand into the 20th 
century, particularly aided by the arrival of the sewer system in the late 1920s. A popular 
recreational attraction arrived in 1932 with completion of the Presidio Hills Golf Course, 
designed by George Marston. 
 
As San Diego continued to grow in succeeding decades, efforts were made to preserve the 
historic heart of Old Town as a living link to the region’s diverse cultural heritage and to 
establish the community as an important destination for tourists and local visitors. By 1968, a 
portion of Old Town had been transferred to the State of California to become a California 
Historic Park. In 1971, the area was added to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as 
“Old Town San Diego Historic District.” 
 
Native Americans in the American Period 
As in the Mexican era, Native Americans played a vital role in the development and maintenance 
of the community during the American period. On occasion, large numbers of Native Americans 
were used for manual labor on large-scale projects, such as the construction of the Derby Dike, 
which enlisted at least 100 Native Americans to help divert the flow of the San Diego River. To 
keep the Native Americans in line, Lt. George Derby hired Manuel (Manuelito) Cota, the white-
appointed leader of the Luiseño Native Americans, and Old Tomás, who had been deposed as 
alcalde of the Mesa Grande (Ipai) Native Americans. The Native American work force camped 
at the foot of Presidio Hill near the dike. 
 
Native Americans also worked on the docks and piers, made and repaired ropes, and helped haul 
freight from the landings. More typical of the work done by Native Americans was as herders on 
large ranches in northern San Diego County, including for Cave J. Couts. A one-time Native 
American agent B.D. Wilson noted the importance of Native American labor when he wrote, 
“The Indian laborers and servants were domesticated; mix with us daily and hourly; and, with all 
their faults, appear to be a necessary part of the domestic economy. They are almost the only 
source of farm servants we have” (Wilson 1952). 
 
Native Americans were also the targets of local gunmen and toughs. During his temporary stint 
as editor of the San Diego Herald, George Derby witnessed a series of senseless shootings with 
Native Americans as the victims. In an 1853 editorial, Derby, using the penname “The Phoenix,” 
said that shooting Native Americans in south San Diego had become such a common occurrence 
that “we should not be surprised at the arrival of parties from San Francisco to practice before 
goin’ out a shootin’ duels” (San Diego Herald 1853). 
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The household of Victoria María Estudillo was a good example of an Old Town family that, as 
late as 1860, maintained a large household, including three Native American servants (Jaime a 
30-year old male, Ramon a 19-year old male, and María a 13-year old female). Other Old Town 
residents who had Native American servants or laborers living with them in 1860 included 
Phillip Crosthwaite, Andrew Cassidy (Miguela, 15-years of age from Baja California), Oliver 
Witherby (two Native American vaqueros), James McCoy, Henry Clayton, and Rodicinda 
Osuna. 
 
During this same time period, Jośe Manuel Polton, also known as Hatam, became an important 
leader in the region, and was probably the best known and respected Native American leader of 
area. Born approximately 100 miles south of the present international border at the ranchería of 
Santa Catarina in Baja California, circa 1800, and Christianized by Father Manuel of Mission 
Santa Catalina Virgen y Martir, Hatam led a colorful and varied life. Judge Benjamin Hayes 
thought enough of Hatam to make him the topic of a paper he presented before the San Diego 
Lyceum of National Sciences (Hayes 1875). As a young man, Hatam was one of 10 Pai Pai boys 
sent from Santa Catarina to work in Los Angeles as vaqueros and field workers for the mission. 
As an adult, Hatam worked several years for Dolores Sepulveda in Los Angeles before moving 
to San Diego with his wife and an unspecified number of his 10 children in approximately 1861. 
He assumed leadership of the San Diego urbanized Native Americans shortly after his arrival in 
the area, in part because of his knowledge of Spanish and English, and because many of the 
Native Americans living in the urban area were Bajeños (native people from Baja California 
rather than San Diego or Southern California), like himself. The assumption of a leadership role 
by a member of an outside tribe or clan had been practiced for centuries. Such acceptance 
reflects the flexibility of Tipai sibs and clans and of their political structure. The location of 
Hatam’s ranchería, or village in San Diego is uncertain, but it was probably the settlement in 
Florida/Switzer Canyon, just below what is now the Navy Hospital in Balboa Park (Carrico 
2006). 
 
A San Diego Grand Jury recommended in 1852 “a removal of the numerous Rancherios [sic] 
(without exception)…, as they are not only an eyesore, but the hiding place of idle and pilfering 
Indians. None of these remnants of a degenerate age should be allowed on this side of the river 
[the San Diego River near Old Town]” (San Diego Herald 1852). Ultimately, the grand jury got 
its wishes, and Native Americans as a group were gradually pushed out of Old Town and ended 
up in remote canyons and tidelands. One of the Native American settlements located near the 
barracks of what is now Seaport Village was razed. Individual Native Americans and their 
families already attached to households remained with these households. In Los Angeles and 
other California cities, this same pattern of removal and marginalization became common. 
 
The death of Hatam’s family members, including his wife Juana in 1868 and a son José de Jesus 
in 1871, both of whom are buried in the Old Town El Campo Santo, was reported in the San 
Diego Union. When Hatam passed away on December 10, 1875, his death and burial in the Old 
Town El Campo Santo gained local attention and was memorialized in an extensive article in the 
San Diego Union and other Southern California newspapers. Today, descendants of Hatam carry 
on his legacy of leadership; they are influential Kumeyaay healers and leaders in the San Diego 
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region, including at Jamul. Jane Dumas, now deceased, was a well-known healer, educator, and 
respected tribal elder from the Jamul ranchería, is a great-granddaughter of Hatam. 
 
In 1885, Father Anthony Ubach established the St. Anthony’s Industrial School for Native 
Americans in Old Town in the old Casa de Aguirre on the corner of Twiggs Street and San 
Diego Avenue. Until its transfer to Mission San Diego in 1891, this school gave Native 
American children from throughout San Diego County academic education and practical skills 
training. This introduction of Native American children to the Old Town community, even 
though short-lived, was an important event in local history. 
 
The Native Americans of Old Town who began their presence as expatriates from Mission San 
Diego after secularization or as people drawn from their native villages to the households of the 
Californios in the 1835–1850 era continued to work, live, and be buried in the community well 
into the late 1880s. In many ways their experience in Old Town in the post-mission period was a 
continuation of the colonial pattern begun in 1769 with establishment of Mission San Diego. 
Their lives and their contributions form an important thread in the tapestry of San Diego history. 
 
 
CULTURAL RESOURCE DEFINITION 
 
Cultural resources are districts, buildings, sites, structures, areas of traditional use, or objects 
with historical, architectural, archaeological, cultural, or scientific importance. Cultural resources 
can be divided into three categories: archaeological resources (prehistoric and historic), 
architectural resources, and traditional cultural resources. Archaeological and traditional cultural 
resources are the main focus of this report and are further described below. 
 
Archaeological Resources 
 
Archaeological resources include prehistoric and historic locations or sites where human actions 
have resulted in detectable changes to the area. This can include changes in the soil and the 
presence of physical cultural remains. Archaeological resources can have a surface component, a 
subsurface component, or both. 
 
Historic archaeological resources are those dating to after European contact. These resources 
may include subsurface features such as wells, cisterns, or privies. Other historic archaeological 
remains include artifact concentrations, building foundations, or remnants of structures. 
 
Traditional Cultural Resources 
 
Traditional cultural resources are resources associated with beliefs and cultural practices of a 
living culture, subculture, or community. These beliefs and practices must be rooted in the 
group’s history and must be important in maintaining the cultural identity of the group. 
Archaeological sites; locations of events; sacred places; and resource areas, including hunting or 
gathering areas, may be traditional cultural resources. 
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ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 
 
A records search was conducted by the City on September 5, 2009, using data provided by the 
State of California CHRIS. A literature review was conducted by AECOM at the SCIC on June 
22, 2011, and a records search was conducted at the San Diego Museum of Man on August 10, 
2011. The archival search consisted of an archaeological and historical records and literature 
review. The data reviewed included historic maps, the California Inventory of Historic Places, 
the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), and the NRHP. The search area 
consisted of the limits of the community of Old Town. This research provides a background on 
the types of sites that are expected in the region. The research was also used to determine 
whether previous surveys had been conducted in the area, and what resources had been 
previously recorded within the limits of the Old Town community planning area. 
 
Previous Investigations 
 
The results of the records search indicated that 56 previous investigations have been conducted 
within the community of Old Town (Table 1): 12 historic building assessments, 12 archaeological 
investigation of historic resources, seven archaeological investigations, five test evaluations of 
historic resources, five historic properties studies, seven monitoring programs of historic 
resources, three reports from the field school conducted at the Presidio, two constraints analyses, 
one draft environmental impact report, one redevelopment plan, and one literature review. Below 
is a list of prehistoric or archaeological reports, followed by a summary of the respective 
documents. This report focuses on prehistoric and historic archaeological resources. Reports 
documenting historic built resources are listed in Table 1, but are not summarized below. Reports 
with negative findings are also not summarized below. 
 
 
Table 1. Previous Investigations within the Community of Old Town 
 
NADB 
Document 
Number Title Author Date 

1120317 Archaeological Survey of the Cedar Ridge Subdivision San Diego, 
California. 

Carrico, Richard 1978 

1121159 Archaeological Survey Report of Calhoun Street Parking Lot Block 
408, Old San Diego. 

Kupel, Douglas, and 
Charles Carillo 

1982 

1121161 Archaeological Survey Report of the Maintenance Station Blocks 
363, 364, 378, 396, and 397, Old San Diego, California. 

Kupel, Douglas 1982 

1122519 Archaeological Investigations at the Rose-Robinson Site, Old Town 
San Diego, California. 

Schultz, Peter, Ronald 
Quinn, and Scott 
Fulmer 

1985 

1123244 Archaeological Investigations at the Casa De Jose Manuel Machado 
(The Stewart House). 

Ezell, Paul 1968 

1123246 Test Excavations of the Suspected Location of the Juan Maria 
Marron Adobe, Old Town San Diego, California. 

Van Wormer, Stephen 
R., James D. Newland, 
and Susan D. Walter 

1996 

1123283 Historic Architectural Survey Report and Historic Study Report for 
the Caltrans District 11 Office Complex Old Town San Diego. 

Clement, Dorene, and 
Thad Van Bueren 

1993 
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NADB 
Document 
Number Title Author Date 

1123294 San Diego Presidio 1996. Williams, Jack 1996 
1123297 Preservation Crisis on Presidio Hill. Williams, Jack 1997 
1123298 The San Diego Presidio Archaeology Project 1994–1996. Williams, Jack 1996 
1123461 Cultural Resources Constraint Study for the North Bay 

Redevelopment Project, City of San Diego, California. 
Gallegos, Dennis R., 
Carolyn Kyle, Roxana 
Phillips, and Susan 
Bugbee 

1998 

1123531 Archaeological Survey and Historic Structure Evaluation at 1050–
1060 Scott Street, San Diego, San Diego County, California. 

De Barros, Philip 1998 

1123863 Cultural Resources Investigation for the Nextlink Fiber Optic 
Project, San Diego County, California. 

Jones and Stokes 2000 

1123470 An Archaeological Program Monitoring, Testing, and an Evaluation 
of Dodsons Corner, Old Town State Historic Park, San Diego, 
California. 

Clevenger, Joyce, 
Kathleen Crawford, 
and Richard Carrico 

1994 

1123485 Cultural Resources Survey for the North Metro Interceptor Diversion 
3A Pipeline Project, San Diego, California. 

Case, Robert P., and 
Richard L. Carrico 

1999 

1123989 Junipero Serra Museum Historic Resource Study. Junipero Museum   
1124554 Historic Property Survey Report for the Old Town San Diego, State 

Historic Park Entrance Redevelopment Project. 
Davis, Kathleen, E. 1996 

1124601 Archaeological Evaluation Study.     
1124786 Casa De Aguirre 1853–1914; Data Recovery Program, San Diego, 

California. 
Gallegos, Dennis R. 2001 

1122512 Archaeological Investigations at the Casa Machado de Silvas Old 
Town, San Diego. 

Wallace, William 1973 

1125292 Historical/Archaeological Test for Old Town Hitching Post Project, 
a Portion of Lot 1 Block 481 (27) Old Town San Diego, California. 

Kyle, Carolyn, Roxana 
Philips, Susan Bugbee, 
and Dennis Gallegos 

1996 

1126185 Historical/Archaeological Test of the Former Site of the Casa de 
Aguirre, San Diego, California. 

Philips, Roxana, 
Carolyn Kyle, 
Kathleen Flanigan, 
and Susan Alter 

1998 

1126752 St. Josephs Rectory/Old Town Convent, Site #369 and Casa de 
Aguirre, Site #42: Historical Site Redevelopment Plan. 

Burke, Maria 1996 

1127457 The Calhoun Street Parking Lot: A Historical and Archaeological 
Investigation of Block 408 Old San Diego. 

Kupel, Douglas 1982 

1127546 Archaeological and Historical Investigations at El Camp Santo 
Cemetery and Mission Hills.  

Schaefer, Jerry 1990 

1127608 Historical/Archaeological Test for the Casa De Aguirre Adobe Site, 
City of San Diego, California. 

Kyle, Carolyn 1994 

1127690 An Archaeological Report for the Mitigation, Monitoring, and 
Reporting Program at the Water & Sewer Group Job 530A, Old 
Town San Diego, California. 

Buysse, Johann, L., 
and Brian Smith 

2001 

1127694 An Archaeological Report for the Mitigation, Monitoring, and 
Reporting Program at Sewer and Water Group 601, City of San 
Diego. 

Pierson, Larry 2001 

1128016 An Archaeological Report for the Mitigation, Monitoring, and 
Reporting Program at the Sewer and Water Group 663 Project. 

Pierson, Larry 2002 

1129516 The Cemeteries and Gravestones of San Diego County: An 
Archaeological Study. 

Caterino, David 2005 
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NADB 
Document 
Number Title Author Date 

1129664 Historic Property Survey Report, 4024 Juan Street, City of San 
Diego, California.  

Rosen, Martin 2005 

1130325 Final Archaeological Monitoring and Trenching for the Caltrans 
District 11 New Headquarters, San Diego, California. 

Dolan, Christy, and 
Cheryl Bowden-Renna 

2006 

1130404 Historical Assessment of the Building Located at 2533 Congress 
Street, San Diego, California 92110. 

Crawford, Kathleen 2006 

1130444 Uptown Historic Architectural and Cultural Landscape 
Reconnaissance Survey. 

May, V. Marie 2006 

1130524 Survey of the Adobe Chapel of the Immaculate Conception. Arbuckle, George 1980 
1130744 Archaeological/Historical/Architectural Assessment, 3928 Conde 

Lot 3 Block 482, Old San Diego Planned District. 
Roth, and Associates 1989 

1130818 Fort Stockton Site. Historic 91  n.d. 
1130849 Casa de Bandini, 2660 Calhoun Street, San Diego, California. Historic 115  n.d. 
1130871 Survey and Various Papers on the Derby Dike Historical Landmark 

#244. 
Historic 128  n.d. 

1130875 Survey of the Derby Pendleton House. Historic 130  n.d. 
1131031 El Campo Santo/Old Spanish Cemetery, Old Town, La Jolla Avenue 

at San Diego Avenue, San Diego, California. 
Historic 203  n.d. 

1131231 Estudillo House, Chapel of the Immaculate Conception, Gilla House 
Site, Whaley House, Exchange Hotel, Johnson House, Maso Street 
School, San Blas Bell, Exchange Hotel, Casa De Machado-Stewart, 
Casa De Machado-Silvas. 

Historic 219  n.d. 

1131232 Old Town Archaeological Evaluation Study. Various  n.d. 
1131237 Presidio of San Diego Archaeological Evaluation Study. Various  n.d. 
1131238 Presidio Hills Golf Course Archaeological Evaluation Study. Various  n.d. 
1131278 Sierra Palm Site Archaeological Evaluation Study. Various  n.d. 
1131479 Historical Evaluation, the Frank and Emma Connors House, 2540 

Congress Street, San Diego, California 92110. 
May, Ronald, and 
Dale May 

2005 

1131540 Archaeological Resource Report Form: Archaeological Survey of the 
Frederickson Residence Project. 

Pierson, Larry 2007 

1131826 Archaeological Resources Analysis for the Master Storm Water 
System Maintenance Program, San Diego, California.  

Robbins-Wade, Mary 2008 

1132156 The Bolam House Historical. Johnson, Paul, and 
Sarai Johnson 

2007 

1132159 The Irvine M. and Flora Schulman/Louis House, 2540 Presidio 
Drive San Diego, CA 92103. 

May, V. Marie, and T. 
Olsen 

2007 

1132161 Old Town Manhole Archaeological Monitoring. Robbins-Wade, Mary 2009 
1132167 Historic Property Survey Report on Bridge Maintenance Activities 

on 22 Structures on Routes 5, 125, 163, and 274 in San Diego 
County. 

Rosen, M. 2009 

1132200 Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Master Storm Water 
System Maintenance Program, City of San Diego, Development 
Services Department. 

Herrmann, Myra 2009 

1132421 Final: A Cultural Resources Inventory of the Proposed AT&T/ PF 
Net Fiber Optics Conduit, Ocotillo to San Diego, California. 

Cook, John. R., 
Deborah Huntley, and 
Sherri Andrews 

2000 

1132544 Cultural Resources Records Search and Site Visit Results for T-
Mobile USA Candidate SD002867 (Presidio Park), Whitman Street 
Near Taylor Street and Morena Boulevard, San Diego, County, 
California. 

Bonner, Wayne H., 
Sarah Williams, and 
Kathleen Crawford 

2008 
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NADB 
Document 
Number Title Author Date 

1132876 Archaeological Monitoring, Test, and Evaluation Report for the 
AT&T Utility Undergrounding Project, Old Town San Diego, State 
Historic Park, City of San Diego, California. 

Case, Robert P., 
Spencer Bietz, and 
Carol Serr 

2010 

-- Historical and Archaeological Survey of the Old Town Office 
Project Area (SDM EIS No. 702). 

Hector, Susan 1985 

-- Results of an Archaeological Study for the Old Town Commercial 
Project (SDM EIS No. 1130). 

Smith, Brian F. 1991 

-- Results of an Archaeological Study for the Great Wall Café Project 
(SDM EIS No. 1163) Neg. 

Smith, Brian F., and 
Larry Pierson 

1992 

-- Sewer and Water Replacement Group Job 468, Archaeological 
Monitoring (DEP No. 90-1096; Work Order/Document No. 
170941/180591). 

Robbins-Wade, Mary 1995- 

NADB = National Archaeological Database 
 
 
Document 1123246 (Van Wormer et al. 1996) 
This report summarizes the results from test excavations conducted on a portion of Lot 1, Block 
410 of Old Town San Diego to locate the remains of the Juan Maria Marron Adobe. No remains 
of the adobe structure were encountered. A review of the historical documents indicates that the 
structure probably stood to the south of this location. A refuse deposit designated CA-SDI-
14074H was identified. The site contains discards from Hispanic households in Old Town circa 
1820 to 1890. Refuse from Anglo-American households dating to circa 1850 to 1890 is also 
present. 
 
Document 1127546 (Schaefer 1990) 
This report details the results of a survey investigation for a sewer-replacement project located in 
the vicinity of the historic El Campo Santo Cemetery and in the Mission Hills area. The report 
states that field survey results and records searches resulted in negative findings for cultural 
resources within the project area. However, monitoring was recommended for the corner of 
Linwood and Artisa and for three lampposts at the intersections of Alta Mirano and Marilouise 
Ways, Presidio and Artisa Drives, and Marilouise Way and Presidio Drive. 
 
Document 1127690 (Buysse and Smith 2001) 
This report summarizes the results of archaeological monitoring conducted as part of a public 
works project located in Old Town San Diego. It was determined that the resource was 
considered important according to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Section 
15064.5. The site appears to date to the first Spanish settlement in California, and was in use 
during the Mexican period as well. 
 
Document 1126516 (Caterino 2005) 
This thesis manuscript documents the results of historic research and field investigations 
identifying known and unmarked cemeteries and gravestones located within San Diego County. 
Several of these are located within the community of Old Town, such as the Presidio, El Campo 
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Santo, and the Protestant Cemetery located at Ampudia Street between Jefferson and Moore 
Streets. 
 
Document 1130325 (Bowden-Renna and Dolan 2006) 
This report details the results of cultural monitoring conducted during trenching and ground-
disturbing activities for the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 11 
headquarters located in Old Town San Diego. During the monitoring, 66 features were identified, 
all appearing to be from the 1930s to the 1950s. None of the features met the requirements for 
the NRHP or the CRHR. No prehistoric features were encountered. 
 
Document 1131477 (May and May 2004) 
This report documents the results of an archaeological investigation and monitoring program for 
a construction project in the northern four lots (A, B, K, and L) of Block 354 in the City. A 
historic refuse deposit relating to the early 20th century was identified during the monitoring 
effort. 
 
Previously Recorded Cultural Resources 
 
A total of 50 cultural resources have been previously recorded within the community of  
Old Town (Figures 6a and 6b – confidential figures; see confidential Appendix B). Of these,  
two are prehistoric (Table 2), three are multi-component resources (Table 3), 28 are historic 
archaeological resources (Table 4), and 17 are historic built resources. The prehistoric resources 
include one lithic and shell scatter and one prehistoric village site. The multi-component sites 
consist of the “Old Spanish Fort” with associated prehistoric artifacts, a historic residence with a 
prehistoric temporary camp, and a historic refuse deposit with a prehistoric lithic scatter and 
possible prehistoric shell scatter. The historic resources include 17 refuse deposits; six 
foundations with associated walls, wells, or refuse deposits; three wells or privies with refuse 
deposits; one well; one brick rubble pile with associated metal pipes; and one tile floor. Built 
resources are not the focus of this study and are not included in Table 4 nor described below. 
Individual site descriptions are provided below. 
 
CA-SDI-41 
CA-SDI-41 was recorded by N.C. Nelson (n.d.) as a large prehistoric village site (Kosaii) 
reported in early Spanish records as being located north of Old Town and west of the Presidio at 
the mouth of the San Diego River. Nelson indicated that he visually inspected this area, and no 
evidence of cultural material was observed. 
 
CA-SDI-14293 
Site CA-SDI-14293 consists of several sparse lithic and shell scatters in three loci identified 
during trench monitoring for a light rail project (Felton 1996). Lithics consists of quartzite and 
metavolcanic debitage. Shell consists of Chione and other unidentified marine shell fragments. A 
small pocket of charcoal with shell fragments were sent for radiocarbon analysis. A calibrated 
date of 270 -/+ 70 B.P. was obtained from a C14 sample. 
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Table 2. Prehistoric Archaeological Resources within the Community of Old Town 
 

Primary 
Number 
(P-37-) 

Permanent 
Trinomial 
(CA-SDI-) 

San Diego 
Museum of 
Man (SDMM-W-) Site Description Date Recorded 

000041 41 -- Village of Kosaii n.d. 
-- 14293 -- Lithic and shell scatter 1996 

 
 
Table 3. Multicomponent Archaeological Resources within the Community of Old Town 
 

Primary 
Number 
(P-37-) 

Permanent 
Trinomial 
(CA-SDI-) 

San Diego 
Museum of 
Man (SDI-W-) Site Description Date Recorded 

000038 38 -- “Old Spanish Fort”/Presidio 1968 
-- 12469/H* 291A Historic home/prehistoric temporary camp 1991 
016538 14952 -- Historic refuse deposit/lithic and shell scatter 2000 

 
 
Table 4. Historic Archaeological Resources within the Community of Old Town 
 

Primary 
Number 
(P-37-) 

Permanent 
Trinomial 
(CA-SDI-) 

San Diego 
Museum of 
Man (SDI-W-) Site Description Date Recorded 

009292 9292H 5490 Exchange Hotel/Franklin House 1981 
-- 11942H 5492 Rose-Robinson Adobe 1996 
-- 13663H 5880A Historic refuse deposit 1993 
-- 13664H -- Historic refuse deposit 1993 
-- 13665H 5881 Historic refuse deposit 1993 
-- 13666H 5882 Historic refuse deposit 1993 
-- 13667H 5883 Historic refuse deposit 1994 
015821 13712 6080 Historic refuse deposit 1994 
017247 14074 6698 Historic refuse deposit 1995 
014688 14291H -- Silvas Garden Parcel/Meserve Cast Stone Company 1996 
-- 14292H -- Aguilar/Serrano Adobe 1996 
015556 14307 6715 Historic adobe 1996 
015809 14427 -- Historic refuse deposit 1997 
019194 -- -- Historic refuse deposit 2007 
026553 17418 6843; 6844 Historic refuse deposit 1997 
027055 17688 -- Multiple historic refuse deposits 2004 
027056 17689 -- Multiple historic refuse deposits 2004 
027057 17690 -- Multiple historic refuse deposits, historic brick well 2004 
027058 17691 -- Multiple historic refuse deposits, historic brick well 2004 
027059 17692 -- Multiple historic refuse deposits, historic brick well 2004 
027060 17693 -- Historic brick and asphalt deposit 2004 
-- 17831 -- Historic refuse deposit 2006 
-- 17860 -- Historic refuse deposit 2006 
-- 17861 -- Historic refuse deposit 2006 
 17862 -- Historic refuse deposit 2006 
028573 18383 -- Historic foundations 2007 
030941 19634 -- Historic refuse deposit 2008 
030942 19635 -- Historic retaining wall 2008 
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CA-SDI-38 
This site was documented in 1986 as a buried deposit for the old Spanish Fort (Presidio) located 
on Presidio Hill (Ezell 1986). A surface collection of historic and prehistoric artifacts were 
collected. No other information is noted on the site form. 
 
CA-SDI-12469/H (SDM-W-291A) 
This is a multi-component site consisting of historic features and a portion of a prehistoric 
temporary camp (Carrico and Clevenger 1991). The historic features consist of concrete footings, 
wooden posts, a brick-lined well, and a discrete debris deposit. Household ceramics, iron, glass 
fragments, and other household items were observed. Prehistoric artifacts consist of a mano 
fragment, a flaked stone tool, 19 pieces of lithic debitage, and shell fragments. Faunal material 
was also noted, potentially from both prehistoric and historic use. 
 
CA-SDI-14952 
This site consists of modern and historic trash debris with prehistoric lithics and groundstone 
observed during sewer line trenching (Pierson 1998, 2000). Marine shell, potentially fossilized, 
was also observed. Historic debris consists of household ceramics, glass, metal, and construction 
debris. Prehistoric elements consist of one piece of lithic debitage and one mano fragment. 
 
CA-SDI-9292H (SDM-W-5490) 
This site appears to be a portion of the foundation and a linear brick wall associated with the 
historic Franklin House (Woodward et al. 1981). Associated artifacts observed included 
construction debris, household ceramics, a porcelain door knob, bottle glass, and shell fragments. 
This location is also the site of the 1850s Exchange Hotel (California Historical Landmark 
[CHL] No. 491). 
 
CA-SDI-11924H (SDM-W-5492) 
This site is the historic 1853 Rose-Robinson Adobe site (Felton 1996). The site was excavated in 
1977 by a group from the University of San Diego. In 1982 and 1983, excavations were 
conducted to help facilitate a planned reconstruction of the adobe (Schultz et al 1985. Monitoring 
was conducted in 1990 for the construction of a restroom facility at the site. Foundations, trash 
pits, and well features were observed during the excavation efforts of 1982/1983 and 1990. 
 
CA-SDI-13363H (SDM-W-5880A) 
This site consists of an ash lens with historic debris located during construction monitoring 
(Shultz 1993a). Artifacts observed included ceramic sherds, hand-blown glass bottle bases and 
necks, various other glass shards, two large mammal bones, charcoal, and one prehistoric Tizon 
Brownware sherd. 
 
CA-SDI-13664H 
CA-SDI-13664H is a discrete historic deposit consisting of one ceramic sherd and several glass 
fragments located during construction monitoring (Shultz 1993b). One glass fragment was 
embossed with a patent date of August 31, 1915. 
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CA-SDI-13665H (SDM-W-5881) 
This historic refuse deposit consists of more than 200 artifacts from the mid-1800s located 
during construction monitoring (Shultz 1993c). Artifacts observed included household ceramic 
sherds, Tizon Brownware sherds, glass shards, bottle fragments, medium and large mammal 
bone, shell fragments, charcoal, metal fragments, and metal flatware utensils. 
 
CA-SDI-13666H (SDM-W-5882) 
Site CA-SDI-13667H is a discrete historic refuse deposit dating from the 1930s to the 1950s 
located during construction monitoring (Shultz 1993d). Artifacts observed included crockery and 
earthenware ceramic sherds, milk-glass fragments, bottle and glass fragments, leather pieces, and 
butchered bone. 
 
CA-SDI-13667H (SDM-W-5883) 
This is a discrete historic refuse deposit, possibly associated with existing Casa de Cabrillo 
(Shultz 1994a), which was located during construction monitoring. Artifacts observed and 
collected included ceramic sherds, glass shards, and canning jar fragments. 
 
CA-SDI-13712 (SDM-W-6080) 
This is a historic refuse deposit and consists of construction material (bricks and nails), a bottle 
base, glass shards, plate glass, whiteware ceramic shards, railroad spikes, and large mammal 
bone (Shultz 1994b). All of the cultural material, with the exception of the bricks, was collected. 
 
CA-SDI-14074 (SDM-W-6698) 
This site is a historic refuse deposit, possibly associated with the 1820s to 1890s-era Juan Maria 
Marron Adobe (Wade 1995). The site was tested in 1995 (Van Wormer et al. 1996). Artifacts 
recovered included Majolica ceramics, Galera ceramics, white ironstone ceramics, Tizon 
Brownware ceramics, floor and roof tile, a blown-in-mold Bromoseltzer bottle, and sun-purpled 
glass shards. 
 
CA-SDI-14291H 
CA-SDI-14291H is the location of the parcel used as a garden and orchard by the Silvas family 
in the early 1800s, the Ames family in 1851, and Albert Smith in 1856 (Felton 1996a). The 
Meserve Cast Stone Company occupied the parcel in the 1920s and 1930s. Excavations 
conducted in the early 1990s for a new transit station uncovered privies and trash deposits 
associated with the Meserve Cast Stone Company. 
 
CA-SDI-14292H 
This site consists of the historic Aguilar/Serrano Adobe (Felton 1996b) built in the late 1820s. A 
limited excavation during construction monitoring was conducted in the area in 1984, revealing 
several foundations and trash pits associated with the historic Aguilar/Serrano Adobe. 
 
CA-SDI-14307 (SDM-W-6715) 
This site consists of historic adobe walls and foundations with associated trash deposits dating 
from the 1860s (Phillips and McHenry 1996). Artifactual material observed consisted of building 
material and household items such as ceramic, glass, faunal material, and toys. Prehistoric lithics 
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were also observed mixed with historic debris, but this was not considered a multi-component 
site. This resource was uncovered during subsurface trenching. A 1900s cellar is also located at 
the site. 
 
CA-SDI-14427 
CA-SDI-14427 consists of three historic features. Features 1 and 2 consist of historic domestic 
debris (Cheever et al 1997a). Feature 3 consists of a brick foundation footing. All features appear 
to date from the 1880s to the 1910s. 
 
CA-SDI-17418 (SDM-W-6843/6844) 
This site consists of a historic debris deposit identified during subsurface constructing activities 
(Cheever et al. 1997b). Artifactual material consisted of household debris, including glass, 
ceramics, shell, and animal bone dating from the 1880s to 1900s. Construction debris was also 
observed. Archival research conducted, as well as the site’s proximity, suggests that this deposit 
may be associated with the Whaley House, located approximately one-half block to the west. 
 
CA-SDI-17688 
This site consists of 20 historic features and six isolated finds located on Block 4536 dating from 
the 1910s to the 1950s (Bowden-Renna et al. 2004a). This resource was observed during 
monitoring of construction activities for the new Caltrans headquarters. The majority of the 
features observed consisted of burned residential debris pits that included glass, ceramics, and 
constructing debris. Several whole medicine bottles were also observed and collected for 
curation at Caltrans headquarters. 
 
CA-SDI-17689 
CA-SDI-17689 consists of four historic residential debris areas located on Block 4549 dating 
from the 1910s to the 1950s (Bowden-Renna et al. 2004b). This resource was observed during 
monitoring of construction activities for the new Caltrans headquarters. The majority of the 
features observed consisted of burned residential debris pits that included glass, ceramics, and 
constructing debris. Several whole bottles were also observed and collected for curation at the 
new Caltrans headquarters. 
 
CA-SDI-17690 
This site consists of two historic features located on Block 4548 dating from the 1910s to the 
1950s (Bowden-Renna et al. 2004c). This resource was observed during monitoring of 
construction activities for the new Caltrans headquarters. This first feature consists of a mortar- 
and brick-lined well, approximately 2.6 feet in diameter and approximately 6 feet in depth. The 
interior of the feature was filled with household and construction debris, including glass, 
ceramics, butchered bone, and paper product labels. A pipe protruded from near the top of the 
feature. The second feature consisted of three hallow cylindrical pillars south of the first feature 
and measured 22 inches in diameter and approximately 6 feet tall. 
 
CA-SDI-17691 
CA-SDI-18691 consists of 17 historic features and six isolated finds located on Block 4550 
dating from the 1910s to 1950 (Bowden-Renna et al. 2004d). This resource was observed during 
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monitoring of construction activities for the new Caltrans headquarters. Features consisted of 
trash deposits with ceramic and plaster molds, household refuse, residential burn pits, and a 
discrete bottle dump. Additionally, one feature consisted of an unmortared brick well, measuring 
3 feet in diameter to an unknown depth. No artifactual material was observed in association with 
the well. 
 
CA-SDI-17692 
This site consists of 20 historic features and one isolated find located on Block 4553 dating from 
the 1910s to 1950s (Bowden-Renna et al. 2003e). This resource was observed during monitoring 
of construction activities for the new Caltrans headquarters. Nine of the features consisted of 
brick-lined wells or cisterns, all similar in construction. Four of these formed a rectangle with 
interconnecting 2-inch-diameter pipes. Only two of the brick-lined wells had associated historic 
household debris. The remaining features consisted of four semi-circular concrete or brick pads, 
metal and clay pipes, concrete utility casing, and historic residential trash deposits. 
 
CA-SDI-17693 
CA-SDI-17693 includes two historic features located on Block 4554 dating from the 1910s to 
1950s (Bowden-Renna et al. 2004f). This resource was observed during monitoring of 
construction activities for the new Caltrans headquarters. These features consisted of a layer of 
brick rubble and asphalt paving, and a metal pipe with a brick veneer. No associated artifactual 
material was observed. 
 
CA-SDI-17831 
This historic deposit relates to the lot’s previous owners, well-known Old Town residents Joseph 
Mannassee and Marcus Schiller, who operated a horse stable in the area (Jordan and Carrico 
2006a). Surface survey and collection and trench excavations identified and documented the 
presence of historic faunal material and artifactual material dating to the mid-19th century. CA-
SDI-17831 was recommended significant under CEQA and City of San Diego criteria. 
Recommended mitigation involved capping the site to prevent further disturbance. 
 
CA-SDI-17860 
This site consist of a thin deposit of mid-19th century material capped by the sidewalk on the 
southwest side of Juan Street adjacent to the Casa de Pico restaurant. This site appears to be 
related to the operation of a saloon, photographed in 1875 at the corner of Juan and Wallace 
Streets in the former Casa de Ybañez. The site was found not to be a significant resource 
according to CRHR or NRHP eligibility criteria. 
 
CA-SDI-17861 
CA- SDI -17861 consists of a thin spread, possibly flood wash, of mid- to late 19th century 
material with a single concentrated artifact deposit located beneath the concrete paving of 
Calhoun Street between the Casa de Bandini restaurant and Casa de Estudillo museum (Jordan 
and Carrico 2006a). This site was excavated to the extent possible. The site was found not to be a 
significant resource according to CRHR or NRHP eligibility criteria. 
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CA-SDI-17862 
CA-SDI-17682 is composed of a small deposit of primarily building materials adjacent to one of 
the original walls of Casa de Bandini and located under the restaurant’s service kitchen. The site 
was found not to be a significant resource according to CRHR or NRHP eligibility criteria. 
 
CA-SDI-18383 
This site consists of an un-cemented Spanish-style brick patio or floor, identified during 
construction monitoring for the El Fandango Restaurant re-model project (Wolfe 2007). The 
exposed section of flooring measured approximately 8 feet by 13 feet. A portion of the floor 
appears to be intact. The remainder has been disturbed by construction activities. 
 
CA-SDI-19634 
CA-SDI-19634 consists of a small discrete historic deposit identified during subsurface 
construction activities (Davidson 2008a). The deposit is relatively small, with less than 30 items, 
and was located in the south wall of the trench. Artifacts include glass bottles, a decorative 
etched-glass dish with attached stand, glass fragments, and a kerosene lamp glass fragment 
dating from the 1920s. Several fragments of terra cotta tile were also observed. 
 
CA-SDI-19635 
This site consists of a possible historic rock cobble and mortar retaining wall identified during 
subsurface construction activities (Davidson 2008b). Three iron pipes are associated with the 
wall: two located on the wall and one located 2 feet south of the wall. No associated artifactual 
material was observed. 
 
P-37-019194 
This buried deposit provided clear evidence of structures and deposition of trash below Presidio 
Hill and beyond the settlement that became Old Town proper (Buysse and Smith 2007). 
 
Several additional areas have been identified as key areas that may be of high level of interest to 
local Native American communities. Many of these are listed by the San Diego Historic 
Resources Board (HRB), as a CHL, and/or as a National Historic Landmark (NHL), or have not 
been formally recognized. These are listed below. 
 
Ranchería of Kosaii 
The exact location of the ethnographic ranchería of Kosaii (also known as Cosoy or Kosa’aay) is 
not certain due to extensive previous disturbance in the area and spotty recordation of resources 
that may have been remnants of the settlement. Based on Spanish commentaries and travelogues, 
many of which are summarized in the work by Paul and Greta Ezell (1987), the center of what 
may have been a small to average sized village was apparently at the location known as the 
Brown Site near the present-day Atlas Hotel (Ezell and Ezell 1987). Rancherías were not static 
locales that can be reduced to a dot on a map. Over the course of many hundreds of years, the 
village may have been abandoned, relocated, and rebuilt based on floods, diseases, or other 
calamities. 
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Presidio de San Diego (HRB No. 4, CHL No. 59, NHL) 
The Presidio de San Diego complex on Presidio Hill is already recognized as an important 
historical and cultural resource. However, a portion of the cemetery may exist unrecorded and 
undocumented immediately south of the Marston Wall. The cemetery itself retains high cultural 
significance for local and nearby tribal members. More than 48 individuals of native ancestry 
and ethnicity have been buried there, comprising almost 23% of the known burials at the 
Presidio. The burials include at least eight individuals from Baja California/Mexico, reflecting a 
transborder connection and the international importance of the cemetery and Presido grounds 
(California Department of Parks and Recreation 2014). 
 
El Campo Santo (El Camposanto) (CHL No. 68) 
The “Old Spanish Cemetery,” known as El Campo Santo (resting place of the saints), was 
established circa 1849 when the first burial was recorded there, and was used until approximately 
1880 (Mallios and Caterino 2007). The actual burial ground extended well beyond its present 
fenced boundaries. The locations of burials beneath San Diego Avenue have been documented 
by the City with brass markers. In 1963, Ortiz Lopez, who lived in Old Town, told Rosalie Pinto 
Robertson that his mother and others had been buried on a plot of land now identified as 4018 
Arista Street, just north of the intersection of Linwood Street and Arista Street. Already noted as 
a historic site and of cultural significance, the value of the site to indigenous people and its 
probable extent beyond the marked boundaries should be noted. Although it is unlikely that the 
rebel leader Antonio Garra is buried there (see below), Hatam and at least two of his family 
members are buried there, as well as other Native American inhabitants of Old Town (California 
Department of Parks and Recreation 2014). 
 
Derby Dike Site (HRB No. 28, CHL No. 244) 
The actual Derby Dike itself was destroyed within a few years of its construction in 1853. Native 
Americans from several tribes (primarily Luiseño, but also Ipai and Tipay) worked and lived in 
the area during its construction. An influential Luiseño leader, Manual Cota, had a presence there 
and enlisted the labor of many of his people from Potrero (Cuca), and Tomás the alcalde of the 
Mesa Grande Ipay brought laborers from the interior. Construction of the dike by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers with Native American labor reflects one of the first times that local native 
people were used in such a fashion (California Department of Parks and Recreation 2014). 
 
Burial Site of Antonio Garra 
The final resting place of the Luiseño/Cupeño rebel leader Antonio Garra is uncertain. On 
January 10, 1852, a little more than 1 month after his capture and 3 days after the signing of the 
Treaty of Santa Ysabel, Garra was executed in present-day Old Town, probably behind what is 
now the Whaley House (CHL No. 65). When requested by the Catholic priest in attendance to 
ask the pardon of the assembled dignitaries and gawkers, Garra’s final words were succinct and 
to the point: “Gentlemen, I ask your pardon for all of my offenses, and expect yours in return.” 
 
Protestant Cemetery 
The poorly documented Protestant Cemetery was established in approximately 1850 and was in 
use until 1869 when Mount Hope Cemetery was put into service. The cemetery was situated on 
Ampudia Street between Jefferson and Moore. After 1870, Trias Street bisected the cemetery, 
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and later the unused lot was used as a dog pound, a goat farm, and a dump. This short-lived 
burial ground is important for its cultural and religious values, and possibly for its land uses after 
abandonment in 1869. 
 
Palm Canyon Waterworks 
This facility once played a major role in the storage and distribution of water in this area of San 
Diego. It is possible that some subsurface remnants of the facility and its conveyance system 
may still exist and would be important in interpreting the development and use of early water 
systems in the Modern American period and the growth of San Diego. 
 
Crosthwaite Well Feature 
Not far from the Palm Canyon area near the park-n-ride facility located on Taylor Street, 
monitoring revealed the presence of a large brick-lined well, probably associated with early 
pioneer Phillip Crosthwaite. As with other wells throughout the area, this feature is important 
because it is associated with early efforts to provide a steady supply of water to the settlement, 
and it may also contain historic period trash and debris that would have been thrown into the 
well after abandonment. Such buried features offer a unique time capsule that is stratified and 
often in remarkably good condition. 
 
Spanish/Mexican Period Tiles Floor and Trash Deposits 
During archaeological monitoring for Sewer Group 530A on Taylor Street at the western foot of 
Presidio Hill, two historic features were uncovered. One consisted of an intact fired adobe floor 
and a second was historic period (circa 1769–1840) trash and faunal remains. Recorded as site P-
37-019194, this buried deposit provided clear evidence of structures and deposition of trash 
below Presidio Hill and beyond the settlement that became Old Town proper (Buysse and Smith 
2007). The presence of Tizon Brownware sherds, shell beads, and other materials associated with 
local Kumeyaay/Tipai people may indicate that this deposit is associated with the elusive pre-
contact/contact era ranchería of Kosaii, or with occupation of the immediate area by native 
people associated with the Presidio de San Diego. It is assumed that during the occupation of the 
Presidio circa 1769 to 1845, and even after abandonment, that local Tipai and other native people 
lived and worked in the immediate area but beyond the Presidio walls. Features such as these are 
important because of their potential to provide information important in interpreting the later 
years of occupation and use of the area, and as a possible source of information about the 
acculturative processes in play after Spanish contact with the local Tipai. 
 
Presidio Hills Golf Course 
When the Presidio Hills Golf Course opened in 1932 off of Juan Street, between Wallace and 
Mason Streets, it brought another element of recreation and leisure to the area. The course is 
historic in its own right, but the property also includes a standing historic adobe of Casa de 
Carrillo, which was one of the first permanent structures built beyond the Presidio complex and 
is associated with Josefa Carrillo, a member of a prominent Hispanic family and later the wife of 
Henry Delano Fitch. A second early period adobe is believed to exist as ruins beneath the golf 
course in the northeast corner of the facility. In the southern portion of the course, excavations 
conducted on a disturbed spoils piles and surface survey indicated an extensive deposit of 
historic materials dating from circa 1850 to 1880, including materials from saloons, stables, and 
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residences, and evidence of a Jewish presence in the vicinity (Jordan and Carrico 2006b). A well 
feature was also discovered but was not excavated. This well is near the southwestern edge of the 
course and had been filled with historic debris and trash. 
 
Rail Line 
In the late 1880s, the Old Town area had rail lines that linked the community with San Diego 
proper and with other communities. A Spreckels streetcar line ran down Calhoun Street to 
Mason Street, terminating at what was then billed as “Ramona’s Marriage Place” and now 
known accurately as the Estudillo House. There may be rails, ties, and other appurtenances 
associated with this transportation system. The importance of the rail line is that it reflects the 
efforts of civic boosters and citizens to bring a rail system to San Diego and to link the growing 
communities. 
 
El Camino Real 
The trail and later road system that linked the Presidio and mission to points south into Baja 
California and north to Los Angeles is generally referred to as El Camino Real (The Royal 
Road). From 1769 to 1774, when the mission was relocated from the Presidio, a foot, horse, and 
carreta trail entered the area from the south, crossed a flat area now occupied by the Presidio 
Hills Golf Course, wound its way along the foot of Presidio Hill where a small trail traversed 
upslope and into the Presidio, and continued northward across the often dry San Diego River 
near the modern-day railroad lines on its way along the coast to San Gabriel and Los Angeles. A 
second, less-used trail and road ran from the mission up Murphy Canyon (now I-15) and served 
as an inland route to the north. Although it is unlikely that actual remnants of either trail or road 
exist today, the routes are important in understanding the transportation network of trails and 
roads that linked Baja California to Alta California and San Diego to the north. 
 
La Playa Trail and Road 
The Presidio and later the Pueblo of San Diego (Old Town) was linked to Ballast Point, Point 
Loma, and La Playa by a trail and road that extended from the foot of Presidio Hill westward 
toward Point Loma. As with the El Camino Real route, it is unlikely that remnants of the trail 
and road still exist, but the route is important in establishing and understanding the linkage 
between the Presidio and the Pueblo and hide houses, Fort Guajarros, and San Diego Harbor. 
 
Old Highway 101 and Pacific Coast Highway 
The existing remnants of old Highway 101 and Pacific Coast Highway are historic features on 
the land rather than archaeological features. They possess an importance as early modern 
transportation corridors associated the automobile age. In places, they traverse some of the routes 
associated with El Camino Real. 
 
Privies, Wells, and Trash Deposits 
Prior to the passage of city ordinances prohibiting the burying and burning of trash on private 
lots, it was common practice for households to do so, usually in their backyards or in adjacent 
lots. The back lots and areas beyond standing and non-standing historic buildings and vacant lots 
may contain a wealth of debris and cultural material reflecting the early settlement of the area 
during the Mexican Period, circa 1835 to 1848, and the subsequent American Period. These 
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features may include lenses of trash, trash pits, and well/cisterns that were filled with trash after 
abandonment. 
 
 
NATIVE AMERICAN CONTACT PROGRAM 
 
AECOM requested a Sacred Lands File check from the Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC). A response was received on August 11, 2011, indicating that no sacred lands have been 
identified within the vicinity of the community of Old Town. However, the NAHC 
recommended consultation with tribal entities and other interested parties be conducted as part of 
the review process, and provided a list of contacts specific to San Diego County for that purpose.  
Following development of the preliminary draft of this document, the NAHC was contacted 
again on October 1, 2014 for updated tribal representative contact information and a response 
received on October 14, 2015.  The preliminary draft of this document was distributed to the 
identified tribal representatives by mail on October 15, 2014, accompanied by a letter from City 
of San Diego Senior Environmental Planner Myra Herrmann describing the community plan 
update process for the communities of Golden Hill, Midway-Pacific Highway, North Park, Old 
Town, San Ysidro, Southeastern San Diego, Encanto and Uptown. This letter formally invited 
tribal representatives to consult on these General Plan amendments in accordance with Senate 
Bill 18 (SB18) and attend a group meeting at the Mission Trails Regional Park Visitors Center 
on November 13, 2014 to address any issues or concerns related to the review of the 
archaeological reports for the associated community plan updates. As no responses had been 
received, each tribal representative also received a follow-up email (or telephone call in cases 
where no email address was available) on November 10 and 11, 2014; no tribal representatives 
were present at the November 13 meeting. During the November 10th telephone call, Carmen 
Lucas of the Kwaaymii Laguna Band of Mission Indians requested that qualified archaeologists 
be retained by the city for survey and monitoring efforts.  Documentation of correspondence 
with the NAHC and identified tribal representatives is provided in Appendix C. 
 



 

 
Community Plan Updates – Old Town San Diego Page 39 
10280381 Cultural Constraints Analysis_Old Town   1/7/2015 

CULTURAL SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS 
 
 
Cultural sensitivity levels for the community of Old Town area were rated low, moderate, or 
high based on the results of the records searches, the NAHC Sacred Lands File check, and 
regional environmental factors. Sensitivity ratings may be adjusted based on the amount of 
disturbance that has occurred, which may have previously impacted archaeological resources. 
 
A low sensitivity rating would indicate that there are few or no previously recorded resources 
within the study area. Resources at this level would not be expected to be complex, with little to 
no site structure or artifact diversity. The potential for encountering additional resources in such 
areas would be low. 
 
A moderate sensitivity rating would indicate that some previously recorded resources were 
identified within the study area. These are more complex resources, consisting of more site 
structure, diversity of feature types, and diversity of artifact types. The potential for encountering 
additional resources in such areas would be moderate. 
 
Areas identified as having high sensitivity would indicate that the records search identified 
several previously recorded sites within the study area. These resources may range from 
moderately complex to highly complex, with more defined living areas or specialized work space 
areas and a large breadth of features and artifact assemblages. The potential for encountering 
additional resources in such areas would be high. 
 
Based on the results of the records search, the NAHC Sacred Lands File check, and regional 
environmental factors, the community of Old Town has a high cultural sensitivity level (Figure 
7). Although the community of Old Town is developed, the area was extensively used and 
occupied by Native Americans prior to and during the historic periods of the community. The 
area in and around the community of Old Town is located along the former periodic shoreline of 
the San Diego River and at the base of hills, making it attractive for prehistoric activities. Several 
prehistoric campsites, as well as a possible location for the ethnographic village of Kosaii, have 
been mapped by the SCIC in this area. The community planning area also has an extensive 
historic occupation as the first Spanish Presido and settlement in Alta California, active well into 
the 20th century. As such, the cultural sensitivity level for the community of Old Town is 
considered high. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
Based on the records search, the NAHC Sacred Lands File check, regional environmental 
factors, and the cultural sensitivity criteria outlined in the previous section, the community of 
Old Town has a high cultural sensitivity level. The following recommendations are made to 
better integrate and interpret the prehistoric and historic archaeological resources within the 
community of Old Town: 
 

• Recognize the Native American habitation and land use of the community of Old Town 
and its surrounding vicinity. Their ties to their ancestral lands should be honored. 

• Recognize the role of Native American and Spanish, Mexican, and early American 
settlers in the formation of the Presidio, the Pueblo of San Diego, and Old Town. 

• Ensure that members of local Native American tribes and interested individuals are 
incorporated into the planning process in a meaningful way. Ensure that members of the 
local historic societies and interested individuals are incorporated into the planning 
process in a meaningful way. 

• Acknowledge the place names and places important to Native Americans and Spanish, 
Mexican, and early American settlers who inhabited the community of Old Town. This 
could be accomplished through signage and/or narratives in brochures and handouts. 

• Expand the perception that the community of Old Town was home to local Kumeyaay 
people and tribal members from the north, including the Luiseño and tribes from Baja 
California. 

 
Future discretionary projects within the community of Old Town should be evaluated by a 
qualified archaeologist following the mitigation framework detailed below to determine the 
potential for the presence or absence of buried archaeological resources. Because the majority of 
the community of Old Town is developed, many prehistoric and archaeological resources are 
buried. Buried deposits offer a unique opportunity to broaden the understanding of the lives, 
culture, and lifeways of the diverse occupation of a community through time. As such, the 
following recommendations are made to ensure that buried resources are identified and 
documented: 
 

• Conduct extensive, non-intrusive investigations to better located potential undocumented 
burials that may exist within the community. 

• Require archaeological and Native American monitoring during all ground-disturbing 
activities within the community of Old Town. Such activities include installation of 
water, sewer, or utility lines; building demolition projects; new construction projects; and 
road paving or repairs that require subsurface disturbance. 
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If it is determined that a resource is historically significant, it should be referred to the City’s 
Historical Resources Board for possible designation. Mitigation measures should be initiated for 
all significant sites, either through avoidance or data recovery. 
 
All phases of future investigations, including survey, testing, data recovery, and monitoring 
efforts, require the participation of local Native American tribes. Early consultation is an 
effective way to avoid unanticipated discoveries, and local tribes may have knowledge of 
religious and cultural significance of resources in the area. In addition, Native American 
participation would help to ensure that cultural resources within the community of Old Town are 
protected and properly cared for. A current list of local tribes can be obtained through the NAHC 
for all future projects. 
 
Mitigation Framework 
 
The following Mitigation Framework is from the Historical Resources Guidelines, located in the 
City’s Land Development Manual (City of San Diego 2001). 
 
HIST-1: Prior to issuance of any permit for a future development project implemented in 
accordance with the Community Plan Update (CPU) area that could directly affect an 
archaeological resource, the City shall require the following steps be taken to determine (1) the 
presence of archaeological resources and (2) the appropriate mitigation for any significant 
resources that may be impacted by a development activity. Sites may include residential and 
commercial properties, privies, trash pits, building foundations, and industrial features 
representing the contributions of people from diverse socio-economic and ethnic backgrounds. 
Sites may also include resources associated with pre-historic Native American activities. 
 
INITIAL DETERMINATION 
The environmental analyst will determine the likelihood for a project site to contain historical 
resources by reviewing site photographs and existing historic information (e.g., Archaeological 
Sensitivity Maps; the Archaeological Map Book; and the City’s “Historical Inventory of 
Important Architects, Structures, and People in San Diego”), and conducting a site visit. If there 
is any evidence that the site contains archaeological resources, then a historic evaluation 
consistent with the City Guidelines would be required. All individuals conducting any phase of 
the archaeological evaluation program must meet professional qualifications in accordance with 
the City Guidelines. 
 
STEP 1: 
Based on the results of the Initial Determination, if there is evidence that the site contains 
historical resources, preparation of a historic evaluation is required. The evaluation report would 
generally include background research, field survey, archaeological testing, and analysis. Before 
actual field reconnaissance would occur, background research is required, which includes a 
records search at the SCIC at San Diego State University and the San Diego Museum of Man. A 
review of the Sacred Lands File maintained by the NAHC must also be conducted at this time. 
Information about existing archaeological collections should also be obtained from the San 
Diego Archaeological Center and any tribal repositories or museums. 
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In addition to the records searches mentioned above, background information may include 
examining primary sources of historical information (e.g., deeds and wills), secondary sources 
(e.g., local histories and genealogies), Sanborn Fire Maps, and historic cartographic and aerial 
photograph sources; reviewing previous archaeological research in similar areas, models that 
predict site distribution, and archaeological, architectural, and historical site inventory files; and 
conducting informant interviews. The results of the background information would be included 
in the evaluation report. 
 
Once the background research is complete, a field reconnaissance must be conducted by 
individuals whose qualifications meet the standards outlined in the City Guidelines. Consultants 
are encouraged to employ innovative survey techniques when conducting enhanced 
reconnaissance, including remote sensing, ground-penetrating radar, and other soil resistivity 
techniques as determined on a case-by-case basis. Native American participation is required for 
field surveys when there is likelihood that the project site contains prehistoric archaeological 
resources or traditional cultural properties. If, through background research and field surveys, 
historical resources are identified, then an evaluation of significance must be performed by a 
qualified archaeologist. 
 
STEP 2: 
Once a historical resource has been identified, a significance determination must be made. It 
should be noted that tribal representatives and/or Native American monitors will be involved in 
making recommendations regarding the significance of prehistoric archaeological sites during 
this phase of the process. The testing program may require reevaluation of the proposed project 
in consultation with the Native American representative, which could result in a combination of 
project redesign to avoid and/or preserve significant resources and mitigation in the form of data 
recovery and monitoring (as recommended by the qualified archaeologist and Native American 
representative). An archaeological testing program will be required that includes evaluating the 
horizontal and vertical dimensions of a site; the chronological placement, site function, 
artifact/ecofact density and variability, and presence/absence of subsurface features; and research 
potential. A thorough discussion of testing methodologies, including surface and subsurface 
investigations, can be found in the City Guidelines. 
 
The results from the testing program will be evaluated against the Significance Thresholds found 
in the City Guidelines. If significant historical resources are identified within the Area of 
Potential Effect, the site may be eligible for local designation. At this time, the final testing 
report must be submitted to Historical Resources Board staff for eligibility determination and 
possible designation. An agreement on the appropriate form of mitigation is required prior to 
distribution of a draft environmental document. If no significant resources are found, and site 
conditions are such that there is no potential for further discoveries, then no further action is 
required. Resources found to be non-significant as a result of a survey and/or assessment will 
require no further work beyond documentation of the resources on the appropriate Department of 
Parks and Recreation (DPR) site forms, and inclusion of results in the survey and/or assessment 
report. If no significant resources are found, but results of the initial evaluation and testing phase 
indicates there is still a potential for resources to be present in portions of the property that could 
not be tested, then mitigation monitoring is required. 
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STEP 3: 
Preferred mitigation for historical resources is to avoid the resource through project redesign. If 
the resource cannot be entirely avoided, all prudent and feasible measures to minimize harm 
shall be taken. For archaeological resources where preservation is not an option, a Research 
Design and Data Recovery Program is required, which includes a Collections Management Plan 
for review and approval. The data recovery program shall be based on a written research design 
and is subject to the provisions as outlined in CEQA Section 21083.2. The data recovery 
program must be reviewed and approved by the City’s Environmental Analyst prior to draft 
CEQA document distribution. Archaeological monitoring may be required during building 
demolition and/or construction grading when significant resources are known or suspected to be 
present on a site, but cannot be recovered prior to grading due to obstructions such as existing 
development or dense vegetation. 
 
A Native American observer must be retained for all subsurface investigations, including 
geotechnical testing and other ground-disturbing activities, whenever a Native American 
Traditional Cultural Property or any archaeological site located on City property or within the 
Area of Potential Effect of a City project would be impacted. In the event that human remains are 
encountered during data recovery and/or a monitoring program, the provisions of Public 
Resources Code Section 5097 must be followed. These provisions are outlined in the Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) included in the environmental document. The 
Native American monitor shall be consulted during the preparation of the written report, at 
which time he/she may express concerns about the treatment of sensitive resources. If the Native 
American community requests participation of an observer for subsurface investigations on 
private property, the request shall be honored. 
 
STEP 4: 
Archaeological Resource Management reports shall be prepared by qualified professionals as 
determined by the criteria set forth in Appendix B of the City Guidelines. The discipline shall be 
tailored to the resource under evaluation. In cases involving complex resources, such as 
traditional cultural properties, rural landscape districts, sites involving a combination of 
prehistoric and historic archaeology, or historic districts, a team of experts will be necessary for a 
complete evaluation. 
 
Specific types of historical resource reports are required to document the methods (see Section 
III of the City Guidelines) used to determine the presence or absence of historical resources; to 
identify the potential impacts from proposed development and evaluate the significance of any 
identified historical resources; to document the appropriate curation of archaeological collections 
(e.g., collected materials and the associated records); in the case of potentially significant 
impacts to historical resources, to recommend appropriate mitigation measures that would reduce 
the impacts to below a level of significance; and to document the results of mitigation and 
monitoring programs, if required. 
 
Archaeological Resource Management reports shall be prepared in conformance with the 
California Office of Historic Preservation’s Archaeological Resource Management Reports: 
Recommended Contents and Format (see Appendix C of the City Guidelines), which will be 
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used by Environmental Analysis Section staff in the review of archaeological resource reports. 
Consultants must ensure that archaeological resource reports are prepared consistent with this 
checklist. This requirement will standardize the content and format of all archaeological 
technical reports submitted to the City. A confidential appendix must be submitted (under 
separate cover) with historical resources reports for archaeological sites and traditional cultural 
properties containing the confidential resource maps and records search information gathered 
during the background study. In addition, a Collections Management Plan shall be prepared for 
projects that result in a substantial collection of artifacts, and must address the management and 
research goals of the project and the types of materials to be collected and curated based on a 
sampling strategy that is acceptable to the City. Appendix D of the City Guidelines (Historical 
Resources Report Form) may be used when no archaeological resources were identified within 
the project boundaries. 
 
STEP 5: 
For Archaeological Resources: All cultural materials, including original maps, field notes, non-
burial-related artifacts, catalog information, and final reports recovered during public and/or 
private development projects, must be permanently curated with an appropriate institution, one 
that has the proper facilities and staffing for ensuring research access to the collections consistent 
with state and federal standards. In the event that a prehistoric and/or historic deposit is 
encountered during construction monitoring, a Collections Management Plan would be required 
in accordance with the project MMRP. The disposition of human remains and burial-related 
artifacts that cannot be avoided or are inadvertently discovered is governed by state (i.e., 
Assembly Bill 2641 and California Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 
2001) and federal (i.e., Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act) law, and must 
be treated in a dignified and culturally appropriate manner with respect for the deceased 
individual(s) and their descendants. Any human bones and associated grave goods of Native 
American origin shall be turned over to the appropriate Native American group for repatriation. 
 
Arrangements for long-term curation must be established between the applicant/property owner 
and the consultant prior to the initiation of the field reconnaissance, and must be included in the 
archaeological survey, testing, and/or data recovery report submitted to the City for review and 
approval. Curation must be accomplished in accordance with the California State Historic 
Resources Commission’s Guidelines for the Curation of Archaeological Collection (dated May 
7, 1993) and, if federal funding is involved, 36 Code of Federal Regulations 79 of the Federal 
Register. Additional information regarding curation is provided in Section II of the City 
Guidelines. 
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