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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The property located at 4154 Lark Street is being brought before the Historical Resources Board in conjunction with the owner's desire to have the site designated as a historical resource.
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Description: Consider the designation of the William 
Templeton Johnson Spec House #2 
located at 4154 Lark Street as a historical 
resource.

Staff 
Recommendation: Designate the William Templeton Johnson 

Spec House #2 located at 4154 Lark 
Street as a historical resource with a 
period of significance of 1912 under HRB 
Criteria C and D. The designation 
excludes the south portion of the rear 
enclosed porch.
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Project Summary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Historical Resource Research Report was prepared and it concludes that the resource is significant under HRB Criteria A, C and D. Staff concurs that the site is a significant historical resource under HRB Criterion C and D but not HRB Criterion A. The designation excludes the south portion of the rear enclosed porch, which was enclosed outside of the period of significance.
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Location: 4154 Lark Street

APN(S): 443-311-03-00

Community: Uptown

Council District: 3
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Property Information



Property Site
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Location Map 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The property is part of the Arnold and Choate’s Addition in the Mission Hills neighborhood of the Uptown Community
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Aerial Photograph
Property Site 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…and is located at the northern end of Lark Street  
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East elevation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The property contains a two-story, single-family residence and a detached garage that were constructed in 1912 in the Italian Renaissance Revival style. The house features a stucco exterior, low-pitched, composite shingle hipped roof, symmetrical façade, columns and pilasters around the entryway, arches above first-floor windows and entry door, simpler second-floor windows, and wide eaves. The full-length front porch features a second story that is enclosed with sliding glass windows. 
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East and north elevations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The secondary elevations feature the same first-floor windows, brick water table, and stucco belt course as the façade. The second-floor windows are simpler, rectangular, double-hung windows. The side elevations are symmetrical.
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West elevation with enclosed porch

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The rear, or west elevation features an enclosed porch with the same deep eave and decorative rafter tails as the main block. The south portion of the enclosed porch, indicated in yellow, was originally open and was enclosed outside of the period of significance. The door shown in the yellow box and a window on the south, or side, elevation of the enclosed porch. The window is differentiated from the house’s other windows.
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Wire mesh behind current stucco

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The other major modification is the stucco. The current medium sand stucco is not original, as indicated by the metal mesh backing shown here. The original stucco texture is unknown. 



Property Photos
ITEM 8Development Services Department

Portions of cobblestone wall

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The property contains some remains of stone walls and trees from the Sessions period. 
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Criterion A

ITEM 8

Association with Kate O. Sessions' 
Mission Hills Nursery – Not 
Recommending
•Cannot confirm that stone wall and 
mature trees were part of nursery

•Most of Queen Palms are not 
located on parcel

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the mature trees and stone wall remnants on the property are likely associated with Kate Sessions’ Mission Hills nursery operations, there is not enough evidence to confirm this. Therefore, staff does not recommend designation under Criterion A.
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Criterion B
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Staff is not recommending 
designation under HRB 
Criterion B.
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Criterion C
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Italian Renaissance Revival style –
Recommending Designation
• Low-pitched hip roof
• Symmetrical façade 
• Columns and pillars around entryway
• Arches around first-floor windows and door
• Simpler second-floor windows

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The house conveys the historic significance of the Italian Renaissance Revival style and retains integrity from its 1912 period of significance.  Therefore, staff recommends designation of the property under HRB Criterion C.  
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Criterion D

ITEM 8

Master Architect William Templeton 
Johnson- Recommending Designation
• Example of Johnson’s early work in San Diego and 

his work on a single-family speculation residence 
using one of his preferred styles, Italian 
Renaissance Revival.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The subject property is a known work of Master Architect William Templeton Johnson, and is representative of Johnson's notable work. Therefore, staff recommends designation under HRB Criterion D. 
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Staff Recommendation
Designate the William Templeton Johnson Spec 
House #2 located at 4154 Lark Street as a 
historical resource with a period of significance 
of 1912 under HRB Criteria C and D. The 
designation excludes the south portion of the 
rear enclosed porch.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This concludes staff’s report, thank you. 
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