
Historical Resources Board
August 22, 2019

ITEM 5

Development Services Department 

Emma Haggerty, Assistant Planner



Otis Whitely House

ITEM 5Development Services Department

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The property located at 3227 Browning Street is being brought before the Historical Resources Board in conjunction with a proposed building modification or demolition of a structure of 45 years or more, consistent with San Diego Municipal Code.
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Description: Consider the designation of the 
Otis Whitely House at 3227 
Browning Street as a historical 
resource.

Staff 
Recommendation: Designate the property 

located at 3227 Browning Street 
under HRB Criterion C. The 
designation excludes the garage 
and the rear patio enclosure. 
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Project Summary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Historical Resource Research Report was prepared which concludes that the resource is not eligible for designation under any HRB Criterion. Staff disagrees and finds that the resource is significant under HRB Criterion C.
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Location: 3227 Browning Street

APN(S): 450-072-03-00

Community: Peninsula  

Council District: 2
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Property Information
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Location Map 
Property Site
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Presentation Notes
The property is located in the Loma Portal neighborhood of the Peninsula community. 
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Aerial Photograph
Property Site 
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Presentation Notes
And consists of a one story, single family, Spanish eclectic style home and garage constructed in 1927. 
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The subject property located at 3227 Browning Street is a one-story single-family home constructed in 1927 in the Spanish Eclectic style and features a textured stucco exterior over wood frame construction; a partially flat roof with a simple parapet; decorative clay pipe roof drains; a raised entry porch and decorative wood windows
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The primary façade features three decorative lite wood windows centrally located above a raised entry porch and under an added tile awning. The entry door is set on the gable end of the primary façade next to a large single pane window. The gable end also features red clay tile roofing and a wooden arched tripartite focal window. 
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Modifications to the property include a rear porch enclosure, a tiled awning above the entry porch, wrought iron railings on the entry porch, as well as a privacy wall and garage, which were both constructed in the 1950s and are located in the rear yard.  Other modifications include the replacement of the original wood windows with wooden, dual pane windows when the property was voluntarily identified as a contributing resource to a potential National Register Historic District per the Quieter Homes Program.  The Consultant’s Report calls out several other modifications including the possible addition of the wing wall, the addition of two large single pane windows located on the southeast façade, and the lite patterns of the permitted windows prior to their 2008 replacement; however, the evidence to support these modifications is inconclusive. Overall these modifications do not significantly impair integrity of design, materials, workmanship or feeling.   
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Criterion A
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Staff is not recommending 
designation under HRB 
Criterion A.
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Criterion B
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Staff is not recommending 
designation under HRB 
Criterion B.
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Criterion C
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Spanish Eclectic Style – Recommending 
Designation 
• Textured stucco exterior
• Raised entry porch 
• Partial flat roof with parapet and clay tile vents 
• Decorative arched tripartite focal window
• Fenestration consisting of fixed, double hung, and 

casement wood windows

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The house conveys the historic significance of the Spanish Eclectic style and retains integrity from its 1927 period of significance.  Therefore, staff recommends designation of the property under HRB Criterion C.  
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Criterion D
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Staff is not recommending 
designation under HRB 
Criterion D.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The subject property was built by the Ideal Building Company in 1927. Although Edward Depew, an established Master Builder, worked at the Ideal Building Company while the subject property was constructed, there is no evidence that he worked on its design or built the property. Additionally, the Ideal Building Company has not yet been established by the Historical Resources Board as a Master Architect, Designer or Builder, and there is insufficient information to designate them as such at this time. Therefore, staff does not recommend designation under HRB Criterion D.
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Staff Recommendation
Designate the Otis Whitely House located 
at 3227 Browning Street under HRB 
Criterion C.
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Presentation Notes
This concludes staff’s report, thank you. 
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