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1. EXECUTIVE	SUMMARY	

 
Wakeland	Housing	&	Development	Corporation	(Wakeland)	proposes	to	redevelop	
4061	Fairmont	Avenue	(APN	471-461-04)	with	a	100%	affordable	housing	project,	with	
a	focus	on	housing	for	families	and	youth.		The	objective	of	Wakeland	with	this	project	is	
to	provide	high-quality,	affordable	generously-sized	two,	three-	and	four-bedroom	
family	housing	units	for	City	Heights’	residents.		The	need	for	quality	family	housing	in	
City	Heights	is	great	and	Wakeland’s	work	meets	that	need.		The	proposed	project,	
described	as	the	4th	Corner,	will	construct	74	income	restricted	dwelling	units	and	one	
manager’s	unit	within	approximately	131,998	gross	square	feet	of	new	construction	
with	residential	amenities,	including	approximately	5,000	square	feet	of	outdoor	
community	recreation	open	space	on	the	podium	deck,	approximately	1,818	square	foot	
community	room	for	use	by	the	public,	a	residents'	kitchen,	laundry	room	and	lounge.		
Vehicular	parking	for	67	vehicles,	storage	and	bicycle	parking	will	be	provided	in	a	
secured	garage	on	the	street	level.		The	4th	Corner	project	will	be	four	stories	of	
residential	wood	construction,	over	a	parking	structure	at-grade.		The	elevator	lobby,	
entrance	and	manager's	office/	lounge	will	be	located	off	Fairmount	Avenue.		
Development	of	the	4th	Corner	project	will	require	a	Site	Development	Permit	for	the	
Substantial	Alteration	of	a	Designated	Historical	Resource	under	SDMC	Section	
126.0504(i)	because	it	will	remove	the	existing	DeWitt	C.		Mitchell	Memorial	American	
Legion	Hall	Post	201(San	Diego	Historical	Landmark	#525)	building	from	this	site	
which	adversely	impacts	the	historical	association	of	the	site.	
 
The	historical	name	for	the	building	is	the	DeWitt	C.	Mitchell	Memorial	American	Legion	
Hall	Post	201.		It	was	designated	as	a	San	Diego	Historical	Landmark	#525	on	June	27,	
2002.	
	
The	Property	was	used	for	the	American	Legion,	Post	201	purposes	from	1931	through	
the	1980s,	is	currently	occupied,	and	has	retained	limited	design	characteristics	of	
Spanish	Colonial	Revival	the	style	of	architecture	
	
The	Property	is	currently	owned	by	City	Heights	Realty	LLC,	Price	Charities	is	the	sole	
member	of	this	LLC.			It	is	rented	by	a	local	community	group,	the	East	African	
Community	&	Cultural	and	the	United	Women	of	East	Africa.		The	Property	is	defined	in	
the	Legal	Description	as	Assessor’s	Parcel	Number	471-461-04,	South	half	of	Lot	8	and	
all	of	Lots	9	and	10,	Block	1	of	City	Heights	Annex	1	in	the	City	of	San	Diego.	
	
This	Historical	Resources	Technical	Report	(“Report”)	for	the	meeting	hall	building	
located	at	4061	Fairmount	Avenue	in	the	Mid-City,	City	Heights	area	of	San	Diego,	
California	(“Property”)	was	prepared	at	the	request	of	the	Plan-Historic	Staff	of	the	City	
of	San	Diego	Development	Services	Department.		The	purpose	of	the	Report	is	to	
determine	the	potential	historical	and/or	architectural	significance	of	this	one	and	two-
story	building,	identify	project	impacts	per	the	California	Environmental	Quality	Act	
(CEQA),	and	outline	mitigation	measures	that	will	bring	the	level	of	impact	below	
significance.	
 
The	Property	is	herein	assessed	in	accordance	with	the	National	Register	Criteria	and	
the	California	Register	Criteria	as	required	by	the	City’s	Historical	Resource	Technical	
Report	Guidelines	and	Requirements,	Appendix	E,	Part	1.2,	and	this	Report’s	form	and	
content	are	consistent	with	those	Guidelines.	
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2. INTRODUCTION	

	
A. Report	Organization	
 
This	Historical	Resources	Technical	Report	was	prepared	in	order	to	determine	the	
potential	historical	and/or	architectural	significance	of	this	meeting	hall	building	
located	at	4061	Fairmount	Avenue	in	what	is	now	referred	to	as	the	Teralta	East	
neighborhood	of	the	City	Heights	Community	Planning	Area	in	San	Diego,	California.	
This	local	historical	resource	was	built	in	1931.		
 
Structures	that	are	at	least	45	years	of	age	may	be	considered	potential	historic	
resources	under	the	California	Environmental	Quality	Act	(CEQA),	this	Property	was	
researched	and	evaluated	as	a	potential	historic	resource	in	2002,	when	it	was	
determined	eligible	for	the	local	Historical	Register	on	the	basis	of	the	Historical	
Nomination	of	the	De	Witt	C.	Mitchell	Memorial	American	Legion	Hall	Post	201	by	Ronald	
V.	May,	RPA.		The	subject	property	was	determined,	by	that	study,	to	be	locally	
historically	significant.	
 
This	Historical	Resources	Technical	Report	includes	the	following:		Title	Page;	Table	of	
Contents;	Executive	Summary;	Introduction	(Report	Organization,	Project	Area	and	
Project	Personnel);	Project	Setting	(Physical	Project	Setting,	Project	Area	and	Vicinity);	
Historical	Overview	of	the	City	Heights	community);	Methods	and	Results	(Archival	
Research,	Field	Survey	and	Description	of	The	Property	with	photographs);	Significance	
Evaluations;	Findings	and	Conclusions	(Impacts	Discussion,	Location	of	Research	
Facilities,	Discussion	of	any	consultation	with	local	historical	societies,	planning	
agencies,	interested	individuals,	and	interviews	with	knowledgeable	individuals);	Field	
Survey	(Dates	conducted,	Participants,	Methods	used,	DPR	Forms	completed);	
Description	of	Surveyed	Resources	(Narrative	description,	character	defining	features,	
architectural	style,	other	important	features,	contemporary	color	and	black	and	white	
photographs	of	all	elevations	in	the	4”	x	6”	size,	historic	photographs,	any	original	
drawings,	and	references	for	historic	documentation);	Significance	Evaluations;	
Findings	and	Conclusions	(Impacts	Discussion,	Mitigation	Measures	and	Conclusion);	
Bibliography	and	Appendices.	
 
The	Appendices	consist	of	specific	Building	Development	Information,	Ownership	and	
Occupant	Information,	Maps,	DPR	Form	and	Preparer’s	Qualifications.	
 
 
B. Project	Area	
	
The	Property	is	located	in	the	City	Heights	Community	Planning	Area	at	4061	Fairmount	
Avenue.		The	Property’s	Legal	Description	is	as	follows:	Assessor’s	Parcel	Number	471-
461-04,	South	half	of	Lot	8	and	all	of	Lots	9	and	10,	Block	1	of	City	Heights	Annex	1	in	
the	City	of	San	Diego.	
	
The	proposed	4th	Corner	project’s	scope	of	work	includes	a	75-unit	apartment	building,	
new	construction,	located	at	4021,	4035,	4037	and	4061	Fairmount	Avenue	in	the	City	
Heights	Community	of	San	Diego,	California.		The	4th	Corner	project	proposes	to	
demolish	The	DeWitt	C.	Mitchell	Memorial	American	Legion	Hall	Post	201,	HRB	#525	
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through	a	Site	Development	Permit	per	SDMC	Section	126.0504	(i)	-	Proposed	
Demolition	of	Historic	Structure.		The	proposed	residential	project	will	provide	74	
affordable	dwelling	units	for	Low	Income	residents	and	1	Manager's	Unit	for	a	total	of	
75	dwelling	units.		
 
The	proposed	residential	project	will	include	approximately	131,998	gross	square	feet	
of	new	construction	with	residential	amenities,	including	approx.		5,000	square feet of	
outdoor	community	recreation	open	space	on	the	podium	deck,	approximately.		1,818	
square feet community	room	for	use	by	the	public,	a	residents'	kitchen,	laundry	room	
and	lounge.		Vehicular	parking,	storage	and	bicycle	parking	will	be	provided	in	a	
secured	garage	on	the	street	level.		The	building	will	be	four	stories	of	residential	-	wood	
construction,	over	a	parking	structure	at-grade.		The	elevator	lobby,	entrance	and	
manager's	office/	lounge	will	be	located	off	Fairmount	Avenue.			
	
	
C. Project	Personnel	
 
Project	personnel	included	Historic	Property	Consultant	Marie	Burke	Lia,	Architect	
Diego	Velasco,	and	Owner’s	Representative	Christina	Willis	who	conducted	the	field	
survey,	photographed	the	subject	property	and	prepared	the	initial	draft	report	with	its	
findings	and	conclusions.		Historical	Architect	John	E.	Eisenhart	prepared	the	Historic	
American	Building	Survey	(“HABS”)	documentation	of	the	property.		Amanda	Daghaly	
reviewed	the	historical	photographs	and	other	files	at	the	San	Diego	History	Center.		
Additional	review,	archival	research,	and	preparation	of	the	final	report	were	
undertaken	by	Kathleen	Crawford,	Amanda	Daghaly,	Marie	Burke	Lia,	and	Jennifer	
Ayala,	RA	LEED	AP.		All	chain	of	title	research	was	conducted	by	California	Lot	Book,	Inc.	
 
Ms.	Lia,	Mr.	Velasco,	and	representatives	of	the	Property	owner	visited	the	Property	in	
February	of	2017	to	evaluate	the	Property	as	well	as	to	inspect	the	surrounding	
neighborhood.		Photographs	were	taken	of	the	building.		Subsequently,	an	architectural	
description	of	the	building,	based	upon	information	from	the	2002	Local	Designation	
Nomination	and	the	HABS	documentation	was	prepared.		Based	upon	site	inspection	
and	the	other	cited	information,	the	building	was	compared	to	established	architectural	
norms	that	are	currently	in	use	in	the	United	States.		Several	architectural	reference	
guides	were	consulted	by	the	authors	to	fully	substantiate	the	architectural	details	of	
the	building.	
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3. PROJECT	SETTING	

A. Physical	Project	Setting	
 
The	Property	is	located	at	4061	Fairmount	Avenue	in	the	City	of	San	Diego.	The	
Property	is	located	on	a	block	bounded	by	Fairmount	Avenue	on	the	West,	44th	Street	on	
the	East,	Polk	Avenue	on	the	North	and	University	Avenue	on	the	South.	
 
B. Project	Area	and	Vicinity	
	
The	4061	Fairmount	Avenue	property	and	the	immediate	vicinity	is	much-modified	
mixed	use	area	in	the	City	Heights	neighborhood	of	San	Diego.		Review	of	historic	maps,	
archival	materials,	and	aerial	photographs,	as	well	as	physical	inspection	of	the	
surrounding	area,	indicate	that,	by	1931,	the	building	was	in	place	and	no	other	
buildings	were	present	on	this	parcel.		Currently,	a	storage	building	has	been	added	on	
the	rear	south	façade,	but	it	is	not	part	of	the	historic	resource.	
 
A	current	aerial	photo	documents	the	vicinity	today	as	mixed	use	of	commercial	and	
multi-family	residential	units.		As	documented	by	the	Sanborn	Maps,	in	1920,	the	area	
was	a	sparsely	settled	single-family	residential	neighborhood	with	the	East	San	Diego	
Public	Library	present	at	the	north	end	of	this	block	at	4089	Fairmount.		By	1950,	
single-family	homes	dominated	the	area	as	commercial	uses	had	become	prominent	
along	University	Avenue.		This	pattern	continued	through	1970.		Since	that	time,	
commercial	and	multi-family	buildings	have	taken	over	this	vicinity.	
 
C. Historical	Overview	
 
City	Heights	Community	Profile	
 
City	Heights	is	centrally	located	in	the	San	Diego	metropolitan	area,	south	of	Mission	
Valley	and	north	of	the	Martin	Luther	King	Freeway	(State	Route	94)	between	
Interstates	15	and	805	on	the	west	and	54th	Street	on	the	east.		It	is	a	mixture	of	single-
family	and	multiple-family	residential	with	commercial	uses	concentrated	along	the	
major	arterials,	including	University	Avenue.		There	are	also	pockets	of	neighborhood	
commercial	areas	throughout	the	community.		City	Heights	contains	16	separate	
neighborhoods,	and	the	subject	Property	is	located	in	the	Teralta	East	neighborhood.	
City	Heights	is	culturally	diverse	with	residents	from	Southeast	Asia,	South	Asia,	
Hispanic	lands,	the	Near	East,	Africa,	and	other	parts	of	the	world.		Many	of	these	
residents	own	and	operate	small	businesses	in	the	community,	bringing	a	range	of	
businesses	to	add	a	unique	blend	of	diversity	to	the	area.		The	area	has	been	developing	
since	World	War	II	and	contains	some	of	the	highest	population	density	in	Mid-City.		
Commercial	needs	are	served	by	the	El	Cajon	Boulevard,	Fairmont	Avenue,	and	
University	Avenue	commercial	corridors.	
 
City	Heights/East	San	Diego	History	
	
The	City	Heights	area	of	the	city	of	San	Diego	was	first	developed	as	part	of	the	real	
estate	speculation	process	of	the	late	1880s.	The	first	City	Heights	Tract	was	recorded	in	
1893	as	the	“Steiner,	Klauber,	Choate,	&	Castle’s	Addition.”		This	tract’s	location	was	
chosen	with	reference	to	the	existing	and	anticipated	street	car	lines	connecting	this	
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area	to	downtown	San	Diego	and	the	possibilities	of	successful	commercial	ventures	
along	University	Avenue.		The	subject	Property	is	near	this	first	City	Heights	Tract	and,	
therefore,	their	histories	are	similar.		San	Diego’s	first	street	car	line	had	been	
established	in	1886	and	the	city	had	continued	to	expand	its	street	car	operations.		The	
Park	Belt	Motor	line	was	intended	to	further	connections	to	the	eastern	city	areas.	
	
The	development	of	the	City	Heights	Tract	proved	slow	during	the	1890s	as	reliable	
transportation	networks	were	difficult	to	secure.	Tt	wasn’t	until	the	turn	of	the	century	
that	this	area	began	to	develop	and	University	Avenue	started	to	serve	as	a	major	
commercial	artery	for	the	eastern	portion	of	San	Diego.		Conditions	continued	to	
improve	once	John	D.	Spreckels	took	over	the	street	car	lines	and	re-established	the	
trolley	service	across	San	Diego	with	his	San	Diego	Electric	Railway.		The	railway	system	
was	extended	along	University	Avenue	from	downtown	to	Fairmont	Avenue	in	East	San	
Diego,	providing	a	long	stretch	of	property	available	for	commercial	development.	
	
For	a	brief	period	between	November	of	1912	and	December	of	1923,	this	area	was	
incorporated	as	the	City	of	East	San	Diego.		However,	the	new	City	was	unable	to	
support	the	establishment	of	city	services	such	as	water	and	sewer	systems,	and	the	
area	was	annexed	by	the	City	of	San	Diego	on	December	31,	1923.	
 
In	1922,	motor	buses	began	serving	the	city	in	competition	with	the	street	car	lines,	and	
together	with	the	automobile,	they	were	becoming	an	increasingly	important	means	of	
transportation.		During	the	1930s,	1940s,	and	1950s,	the	area	was	an	important	
commercial	center.	But	by	the	late	1950s,	the	new	regional	shopping	centers	affected	
the	small	businesses	along	University	Avenue	and	El	Cajon	Boulevard.		In	addition	to	the	
rise	of	commercial	competition	in	the	form	of	large	shopping	centers,	transportation	
issues	resulted	in	a	commercial	decline	in	the	area.		The	advent	of	the	automobile	
spelled	the	demise	of	the	street	car	lines	as	more	and	more	people	preferred	the	ease	
and	flexibility	of	travel	by	car.		In	the	1920s	and	1930s,	one	by	one,	the	street	car	lines	
were	dismantled.		The	years	during	World	War	II	saw	a	rapid	increase	in	population	due	
to	the	increased	presence	of	the	military	and	war	production	manufacturing	centers.	
The	street	car	lines	were	useful	in	moving	large	numbers	of	people	to	their	jobs	but,	in	
the	post-war	era,	the	need	for	the	street	cars	diminished.		The	street	car	line	through	
City	Heights	was	removed	from	service	in	April	1949.		The	loss	of	street	car	service	had	
little	effect	on	the	City	Heights	area	as	the	population	continued	to	expand	steadily,	new	
homes	were	built,	and	large	numbers	of	new	businesses	opened. 
	
In	the	1950s,	the	City	Council	approved	the	Mid-City	plan.		The	plan	proposed	to	
diversify	City	Heights/East	San	Diego	and	surrounding	areas,	as	a	means	of	increasing	
business	and	commerce.		The	plan	resulted	in	many	single-family	homes	being	replaced	
with	multi-family	apartments.		The	1960s	saw	a	steady	increase	of	commercial	activity.		
In	1975,	the	area	underwent	a	major	shift	as	Interstate	15	was	constructed	with	on	and	
off	ramps	on	University	Avenue.		During	the	1980s	and	1990s,	older	properties	were	
renovated	or	removed	and	single-family	homes	were	replaced	with	multi-family	
structures.		The	upgrading	and	expansion	of	I-15	led	to	changes	in	the	area	as	buildings	
were	removed	to	accommodate	widening	and	expansion	of	the	area’s	street	system.		
The	early	21st	century	saw	continued	efforts	to	redevelop	the	City	Heights/East	San	
Diego	area	and	build	new	public	facilities.		New	services	were	provided	for	residents	
including	schools,	a	library,	and	a	community	center.		Crime	rates	fell	and	the	
revitalization	efforts	continued	to	increase	the	commercial	development	of	the	area.	
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4. METHODS	AND	RESULTS	

The	changes	to	the	Property	have	been	documented	through	examination	of	historic	
records	and	a	physical	site	inspection.	
	
A. Archival	Research	
 
Determinations	of	historical	and	architectural	significance	require	various	factors	of	
significance	to	be	considered,	including:	the	Property's	history,	both	construction	and	
use;	the	history	of	the	surrounding	community;	the	potential	for	important	persons	or	
events	to	be	associated	with	the	property	over	its	life	span;	the	number	of	resources	
associated	with	the	property;	the	potential	for	the	resources	to	be	the	work	of	a	master	
craftsman,	architect,	landscape	gardener	or	artist;	what	historical,	architectural	or	
landscape	influences	have	shaped	the	design	of	the	property	and	its	pattern	of	use;	what	
alterations	have	taken	place	over	the	years	and	how	have	any	changes	affected	the	
historical	integrity	of	the	property;	and	the	current	condition	of	the	property.		These	
questions	and	related	issues	must	be	answered	before	a	final	determination	of	
significance	can	be	achieved.	
 
The	archival	research	for	this	Historical	Resources	Technical	Report	included,	but	was	
not	necessarily	limited	to,	obtaining	the	Commercial-Industrial	Building	Record	and	the	
Lot	Block	Book	pages	from	the	San	Diego	County	Assessor’s/Recorder’s	Office;	Chain	of	
Title	information	prepared	by	California	Lot	Book,	Inc.;	historical	and	aerial	photograph	
research,	a	review	of	the	City	of	San	Diego	water	and	sewer	department	connection	
records;	building	permit	applications	at	the	City	of	San	Diego	Development	Services	
Department;	San	Diego	City	Directories;	Sanborn	Fire	Insurance	Maps;	vertical	files,	and	
the	San	Diego	Union	index	and	newspaper	articles	at	the	San	Diego	Public	Library,	
California	Room;	the	San	Diego	Historical	Society	archives	and	photographic	collection;	
local,	state,	and	federal	inventories,	surveys,	and	database	material;	the	Historical	
Resources	Board	Files	on	this	property,	personal	research	archival	material	in	the	office	
of	Marie	Burke	Lia;	standard	and	authoritative	sources	related	to	local	history,	
architecture,	and	building	development	information.	
	
Local,	state,	and	federal	inventories	were	reviewed	for	information	related	to	the	
building.		The	criteria	for	historical	significance	were	obtained	from	the	City’s	
Guidelines	for	the	Application	of	Historical	Resources	Board	Designation	Criteria,	the	
National	Register	of	Historical	Resources	Criteria	and	the	California	Environmental	
Quality	Act	(CEQA),	which	uses	the	California	Register	of	Historical	Resources	Criteria.	
	
A	variety	of	resources	provided	the	following	history	of	the	subject	Property:	
	
The	Assessor’s	Office	Records	identify	this	property	as	Assessor’s	Parcel	Number	471-
461-04,	south	½	Lot	8	and	all	of	Lots	9	&	10	of	Block	1,	City	Heights	Annex	1.	The	
building	contains	7,344	square	feet	of	usable	interior	space	and	occupies	7,814	square	
feet	of	land.			A	copy	of	the	Assessor’s	Property	Detail	Report	is	included	in	Appendix	
A.1.		
	
No	Notice	of	Completion	was	recorded	for	the	subject	property	but	the	Lot	Block	Book	
Page	shows	the	first	year	with	assessed	improvement	was	1930	with	a	notation	at	the	
bottom	of	the	page	“De	Witt	C	Mitchell	Post	American	Legion.”	A	copy	of	this	Page	is	
included	in	Appendix	A.2.	
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Because	the	property	was	always	in	a	not-for-profit	use	that	was	not	subject	to	real	
estate	property	taxation,	only	a	minimal	Assessor’s	Commercial-Industrial	Building	
Record	was	maintained	by	the	County	of	San	Diego	and	it	only	documented	the	
installation	of	a	fence	in	1971.		This	Record	is	included	in	Appendix	A.3.	
	
The	Water	and	Sewer	Department	Records	include	an	order	for	Water	Service	and	a	
Sewer	Connection	dated	in	July	of	1925,	shortly	after	Bertha	Mitchell	had	purchased	the	
property,	Although	Mrs.	Mitchell	died	in	1926,	before	work	began	on	the	building,	she	
had	bequeathed	$10,000	for	its	construction.		Copies	of	these	Sewer	and	Water	Records	
are	included	in	Appendix	A.4.	
	
Several	Building	Permits	were	located	for	the	Property:		One	in	1971	for	a	board	fence,	
one	in	1981	for	egress	from	upstairs	for	a	fire	exit,	another	in	1981	for	a	kitchen	
remodel,	one	in	1987	for	a	hood	installation,	one	in	1991	for	a	storage	room	addition.	
Copies	of	these	Permits	are	included	in	Appendix	A.5.	
	
The	Property	was	designated	as	San	Diego	Historical	Landmark	No.	525	on	June	27,	
2002.		A	copy	of	the	property’s	record	in	the	California	Historical	Resources	Inventory	
Database	includes	the	Final	Designation	Resolution.		The	Property	was	designated	
under	Criterion	A:	Community	Development,	as	a	20th	Century	Traditional	Cultural	
property;	under	Criterion	B:	Historical	Personage,	for	Charles	H.	Harris	and	under	
Criterion	D:	Master	Builder	Lester	Olmstead.		Copies	of	the	designation	documents,	
including	the	Staff	Report,	are	included	in	Appendix	A.6.	
	
The	subject	property	has	been	documented	by	a	Historic	American	Building	Survey	
(HABS)	prepared	by	Historical	Architect	John	H.	Eisenhart	and	dated	March	10,	2017.	
The	Site	Plan	for	the	subject	property	is	shown	on	HABS	drawing	201-A1,	included	in	
Attachment	A.7.	
	
The	subject	property	is	the	work	of	Master	Architect	Lester	Olmstead.	A	copy	of	his	
Biography	as	a	Master	Builder	from	the	Historical	Resources	Board	records	and	his	
death	notice	published	in	The	San	Diego	Union	in	October	of	1983,	are	included	in	
Appendix	A.8.	
	
The	Chain	of	Title	for	this	property	indicates	that	in	January	of	1925,	Edward	and	
Frances	M.	Summers	transferred	the	Property,	consisting	of	the	south	half	of	Lot	8	and	
all	of	Lots	9	and	10	in	City	Heights	Anne	1,	to	Bertha	B.	Mitchell,	and	that	in	January	of	
2007,	the	Dewitt	C	Mitchell	Post	No.	201,	transferred	the	Property	to	City	Heights	
Realty,	LLC.,	the	current	owner.		A	copy	of	this	Chain	of	Title	is	included	in	Appendix	B.1.	
	
The	San	Diego	City	Directories	list	the	following	occupants	between	1935	and	1984:	De	
Witt	C	Mitchell	Post	No.	201	American	Legion,	American	Legion	Post	No.	201,	Boy	
Scouts,	AM	Legion	Hall,	American	Legion	Auxiliary	and	Mitchell	De	Witt	C	Post	201.		A	
copy	of	the	City	Directory	listings	is	included	in	Appendix	B.2.	
	
The	subject	building’s	Union/Tribune	coverage	was	limited	two	notices,	one	for	the	
issuance	of	the	building	permit	in	1931	and	one	for	a	St.	Patrick’s	card	party	at	the	new	
building	in	1932.		Copies	of	these	notices	are	included	also	in	Appendix	B.2.	
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Copies	of	the	1925	Deed	to	Bertha	Mitchell	and	the	2007	Deed	to	City	Heights	Realty	
LLC	are	included	in	Appendix	B.3.	
	
Copies	of	the	City’s	800	Scale	Engineering	Map	and	USGS	Map	are	included	in	
Appendices	C.1	and	C.2.	
	
Copies	of	the	Original	Subdivision	Map	and	the	current	Parcel	Map	are	included	in	
Appendices	C.	4	and	C.5.	
	
The	Sanborn	Fire	Insurance	Maps	indicate	that	this	property	was	vacant	in	1920	and	the	
American	Legion	Hall	building	was	present	in	1950,	1959,	1967	and	1970,	without	the	
current	storage	shed	on	the	rear	south	elevation.		Copies	of	these	Maps	are	included	in	
Appendix	C.5.	
	
A	1970	photograph	of	the	building’s	north	and	west	facades	and	a	post	1980	
photograph	of	the	building’s	west	and	south	facades	are	included	in	Appendix	D.1.		No	
other	historical	photographs	of	the	property	could	be	located.	
	
Current	Photographs	of	the	property	are	included	in	Appendix	D.2.	
	
	
B. Subject	Property	History	
	
The	subject	Property	is	located	at	4061	Fairmount	Avenue	in	the	Mid-City,	City	Heights	
area	of	San	Diego,	California.		Built	in	1931,	it	served	as	a	place	for	veterans	to	practice	
rituals	of	camaraderie	and	remembrance.		The	building	is	significant	for	its	connection	
to	Charles	H.	Harris	who	helped	organize	the	post	in	1922,	and	for	its	connection	to	the	
progressive	party.	The	site	is	one	of	the	few	remaining	civic	structures	constructed	by	
Master	Builder	Lester	Olmstead.	
 
According	to	the	local	Designation	Nomination	by	Ronald	V.	May,	the	De	Witt	C	Mitchell	
American	Legion	Post	201	exemplifies	the	national	theme	of	post-World	War	I	
American	Legion	community	service	from	1931	through	1945,	which	dovetailed	with	
local	Progressive	Party	civic	and	political	activities	to	improve	the	quality	of	life	in	San	
Diego.	The	development	of	the	first	American	Legion	post	building	in	the	City	of	San	
Diego	is	associated	with	important	local,	state	and	national	historical	figures	during	the	
1931	to	1945	period,	who	used	the	hall	as	a	meeting	place	for	numerous	important	civic	
planning	activities.		The	Property	was	designated	as	a	San	Diego	Historical	Landmark	on	
June	27,2002.		According	to	Resolution	Number	R-02062704,	adopted	by	the	City	of	San	
Diego	Historical	Resources	Board,	the	building	merits	local	designation	under	Criterion	
A	(Community	Development),	Criterion	B	(Historical	Personage)	and	D	(Master	
Builder).	
	
C. Field	Survey	
 
The	field	survey	work	was	conducted	by	Marie	Burke	Lia,	Diego	Velasco,	and	
representatives	of	the	owner	in	March	of	2016.	HABS	documentation	of	the	building	
was	undertaken	by	Historical	Architect	John	E.	Eisenhart	and	was	completed	on	March	
10,	2017.	An	intensive	survey	of	the	subject	Property	and	surrounding	neighborhood	
was	undertaken.		The	Area	of	Potential	Effect	(APE)	is,	in	this	instance,	the	portion	of	the	
subject	Property	containing	the	building	addressed	as	at	4061	Fairmount	Avenue.	
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D. Description	of	Surveyed	Resources	
	
According	to	the	local	Designation	Nomination	by	Ronald	V.	May,	this	1931	balloon	
wood	frame,	lath	and	plaster,	Spanish	Revival	meeting	hall	and	community	service	
building	has	a	1928	steel	reinforced	slab	concrete	foundation,	a	steel	flagpole,	a	non-
conforming	kitchen	addition	and	a	1967	asphalt	parking	lot.		The	American	Legion	
installed	a	Fire	Marshall	required	safety	staircase	on	the	front	façade	in	1985	and	in-
filled	first	floor	window.	Most	of	the	double	hung	wood	sash	windows	have	been	
replaced	with	newer	windows.	The	kitchen	addition	at	the	back,	which	consists	of	an	
older	clapboard	commercial	building	that	was	incorporated	to	serve	as	the	kitchen	and	
restrooms.		The	fired	red	tile	roof,	faux	sculpted	chimney	and	arched	doorway	elements	
are	defining	architectural	elements	of	the	early	20th	century	Spanish	Revival	residential,	
civic	and	community	structures	on	California.		

5. SIGNIFICANCE	EVALUATIONS	

A. Application	of	California	Register	of	Historical	Resources	Criteria	
	
The	criteria	for	listing	historical	resources	in	the	California	Register	are	consistent	with	
those	developed	by	the	National	Park	Service	for	listing	historical	resources	in	the	
National	Register,	but	have	been	modified	for	state	use	in	order	to	include	a	range	of	
historical	resources	which	better	reflect	the	history	of	California.		Only	resources	which	
meet	the	criteria	as	set	forth	below	may	be	listed	in	or	formally	determined	eligible	for	
listing	in	the	California	Register.	(California	Code	of	Regulations	§4852.)	
 
Properties	that	are	subject	to	the	California	Environmental	Quality	Act	(CEQA),	must	be	
evaluated	for	historical	significance	under	the	California	Register	of	Historical	
Resources.	
 
The	criteria	for	evaluating	the	significance	of	historical	resources	requires	that	the	
resource	be	significant	at	the	local,	state	or	national	level	under	one	or	more	of	the	
following	four	criteria.	
	
(1)	Association	with	Events:		It	is	associated	with	events	that	have	made	a	significant	
contribution	to	the	broad	patterns	of	local	or	regional	history,	or	the	cultural	heritage	of	
California	or	the	United	States.	
	
The	subject	Property	was	built	in	1931	as	an	American	Legion	Hall	and	it	has	been	
suggested	that,	as	Post	No.	201,	it	was	the	first	American	Legion	post	building	in	the	City	
of	San	Diego.		However,	research	in	the	San	Diego	Union	suggests	that	it	might	not	have	
been	the	first	American	Legion	Post	building	in	the	City.		Articles	published	between	
February	and	October	of	1924	document	the	founding	and	establishment	of	American	
Legion	Post	No.	275	and	their	own	Legion	Hall	in	La	Jolla.		
	
Articles	pertaining	to	the	construction	planning	for	the	subject	Property,	Post	No.	201,	
date	from	1925	and	the	Lot	Block	Book	Page	confirms	that	the	first	construction	on	the	
property	occurred	in	1930.		The	building	was	constructed	to	serve	as	a	place	for	
veterans	to	practice	rituals	of	camaraderie	and	remembrance,	as	were	most	such	Halls.		
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The	only	other	local	newspaper	coverage	of	events	at	this	location	was	limited	to	two	
articles:		one	for	the	issuance	of	the	building	permit	and	one	for	a	St.	Patrick’s	card	party	
at	the	new	building	in	1932.		The	local	historical	designation	of	the	Property	as	
Historical	Landmark	#525	did	not	find	that	the	subject	Property	was	significant	for	its	
association	with	an	event	that	made	a	significant	contribution	to	the	broad	patterns	of	
local	or	regional	history.	
	
No	historical	evidence	was	found	that	would	support	the	determination	that	the	
Property	was	associated	with	events	that	made	a	significant	contribution	to	the	broad	
patterns	of	local	or	regional	history,	or	the	cultural	heritage	of	California	or	the	United	
States.	The	subject	Property	does	not	merit	designation	under	California	Register	
Criterion	(1).		
	
(2)		Association	with	Persons:		It	is	associated	with	the	lives	of	persons	important	to	local,	
California	or	National	History.	
	
The	local	historical	designation	of	the	Property	found	that	the	Property	was	significant	
for	its	association	with	Charles	H.	Harris	who	helped	organize	this	American	Legion	
Post	in	1922,	worked	hard	to	achieve	the	construction	of	the	Hall	itself,	and	was	active	
with	this	Post	in	the	following	decades.	In	various	San	Diego	Union	articles,	Mr.	Harris	
was	identified	as	the	Commander	of	this	Post	as	early	as	1922,	as	an	opponent	of	the	
City	of	San	Diego’s	Annexation	of	the	City	of	East	San	Diego	in	1923,	and	as	the	head	of	
the	San	Diego	County	Council	of	the	American	Legion	in	1926.		Although	an	obituary	for	
him	could	not	be	found,	his	wife’s	1970	obituary	mentioned	that	she	was	the	widow	of	
Charles	H.	Harris,	an	organizer	and	first	commander	of	the	DeWitt	C.	Mitchell	American	
Legion	Post,	who	had	died	in	1942.	
	
No	historical	evidence	was	found	that	would	support	the	determination	Mr.	Harris	or	
any	other	persons	associated	with	the	Property	were	important	to	local,	California,	or	
National	History.		The	subject	Property	does	not	merit	designation	under	California	
Register	Criterion	(2).		
	
(3)	Design/Construction:		It	embodies	the	distinctive	characteristics	of	a	type,	period,	
region,	or	method	of	construction,	or	represents	the	work	of	a	master	or	possesses	high	
artistic	values.	
	
No	evidence	was	found	that	would	support	the	determination	that	the	Property	
embodied	the	distinctive	characteristics	of	a	type,	period,	region	or	method	of	
construction	or	high	artistic	values.	The	Property	was	originally	designed	with	the	
historic	fabric	and	stylistic	features	of	the	Spanish	Colonial	Revival	architectural	style,	
which	included	low-pitched	roofs	with	little	or	no	eave	overhang,	red	tile	roof	covering,	
with	one	or	more	prominent	arches	placed	above	principal	doors	or	windows,	and	
stucco	wall	surfaces	that	extend	into	gables	without	breaks.	1		
	
The	1970	photograph	of	the	building’s	front	and	side	facades,	included	in	Appendix	D.1,	
establishes	that	the	building’s	original	design	met	these	Spanish	Colonial	Revival	design	
criteria.		In	1981,	the	City’s	Fire	Marshall	determined	that	a	second	means	of	egress	was	
required	from	the	second	floor	for	fire	safety	reasons.		The	building’s	front	façade	was	

																																																													
	

1	A	Field	Guide	to	American	Houses,	McAlester,	2015,	page	521.	
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thereby	modified	by	the	installation	of	a	large	fire	exit	stair	that	extended	from	the	
center	of	the	second	floor	façade	across	two	thirds	of	that	façade	to	the	ground	level,	the	
addition	of	a	fire	exit	door	to	the	left	of	the	center	window	on	the	second	floor,	and	the	
removal	of	the	northern-most	window	on	the	ground	level	of	this	façade.	This	two-story	
exit	stair	shadowed	and	obscured	the	appearance	of	one	of	the	dominant	Spanish	
Colonial	Revival	features	on	the	building,	the	central	entrance	arch	once	located	behind	
a	decorative	filigree	gate.		The	City’s	Historical	Resources	Staff	and	Board	also	
determined	that	the	original	stucco	exterior	building	materials	had	been	replaced	with	
textured	stucco.		Because	of	these	changes,	the	property	was	found	by	the	Historical	
Resources	Board	and	this	Report	to	have	lost	the	distinctive	characteristics	of	a	type,	
period,	region	or	method	of	Spanish	Colonial	Revival	construction.	
	
California	Register	Criterion	(3)	also	addresses	the	issues	of	whether	the	resource	
represents	the	work	of	a	master	or	possesses	high	artistic	values.		Lester	Olmstead	was	
identified	as	a	Master	Builder	by	the	City’s	Historical	Resources	Board,	primarily	based	
upon	his	work	on	this	property.		As	a	legionnaire,	he	was	identified	as	the	designer	of	
this	building	and	as	the	chair	of	the	building	committee	for	this	Post	until	his	death	in	
1983,	which	followed	the	life	safety	modifications	to	the	building	required	by	the	City	
Fire	Marshall	in	1981.	None	of	his	other	works	have	been	listed	on	local,	state	or	
national	registers	and,	according	to	his	Master	Builder	listing,	few	of	his	buildings	still	
survive.			
	
As	discussed	above,	the	1981	modifications	to	this	building	negated	its	value	as	an	
example	of	the	Spanish	Colonial	Revival	style	of	architecture.		Those	same	modifications	
negated	the	quality	of	Olmstead’s	original	design,	which	means	that	it	would	be	
inappropriate	to	find	that	this	building	represents	the	work	of	a	Master	because	the	
Master’s	original	design	was	substantially	altered.		For	the	same	reason,	the	building	
can’t	be	found	to	represent	high	artistic	values.	Therefore,	the	Property	does	not	merit	
designation	under	California	Register	Criterion	(3).	

 
(4)	Archaeology:	It	has	yielded	or	has	the	potential	to	yield	information	important	to	the	
prehistory	or	history	of	the	local	area,	California	or	the	nation.	
	
To	be	designated	under	this	criterion	the	Property	must	have	information	to	contribute	
to	our	understanding	of	human	history	and	prehistory	and	that	information	must	be	
important.		The	subject	Property	does	not	merit	designation	under	California	Register	
Criterion	(4).	
	
Conclusion:		The	property	does	not	merit	listing	on	the	California	Register	today	under	
any	of	the	California	Register	criteria	
B. Application	of	National	Register	of	Historical	Places	Criteria	
	
Criterion	A:	Event:		Properties	can	be	eligible	for	the	National	Register	if	they	are	
associated	with	events	that	have	made	a	significant	contribution	to	the	broad	patterns	of	
our	history.	
	
Local	newspaper	articles	pertaining	to	the	planning	for	the	subject	Property,	Post	201,	
date	from	1925	and	the	Lot	Block	Book	Page	confirms	that	the	first	construction	on	the	
property	occurred	in	1930.		The	building	was	constructed	to	serve	as	a	place	for	
veterans	to	practice	rituals	of	camaraderie	and	remembrance,	as	were	most	such	Halls.		
The	only	other	local	newspaper	coverage	of	events	at	this	location	was	limited	to	two	
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articles:	one	for	the	issuance	of	the	building	permit	and	one	for	a	St.	Patrick’s	card	party	
at	the	new	building	in	1932.		The	local	historical	designation	of	the	Property	as	
Historical	Landmark	#525	did	not	find	that	the	subject	Property	was	significant	for	its	
association	with	an	event	that	made	a	significant	contribution	to	the	broad	patterns	of	
local	or	regional	history.	
	
No	historical	evidence	was	found	that	would	support	the	determination	that	the	
Property	was	associated	with	events	that	made	a	significant	contribution	to	the	broad	
patterns	of	our	history.		The	subject	Property	does	not	merit	designation	under	National	
Register	Criterion	A.	
 
Criterion	B:		Person:	Properties	may	be	eligible	for	the	National	Register	if	they	are	
associated	with	the	lives	of	persons	significant	in	our	past.	
	
The	local	historical	designation	of	the	Property	found	that	the	Property	was	significant	
for	its	association	with	Charles	H.	Harris	who	helped	organize	this	American	Legion	
Post	in	1922,	worked	hard	to	achieve	the	construction	of	the	Hall	itself,	and	was	active	
with	this	Post	in	the	following	decades.	In	various	San	Diego	Union	articles,	Mr.	Harris	
was	identified	as	the	Commander	of	this	Post	as	early	as	1922,	as	an	opponent	of	the	
City	of	San	Diego’s	Annexation	of	the	City	of	East	San	Diego	in	1923,	and	as	the	head	of	
the	San	Diego	County	Council	of	the	American	Legion	in	1926.		Although	an	obituary	for	
him	could	not	be	found,	his	wife’s	1970	obituary	mentioned	that	she	was	the	widow	of	
Charles	H.	Harris,	an	organizer	and	first	commander	of	the	DeWitt	C.	Mitchell	American	
Legion	Post,	who	had	died	in	1942.	
	
No	historical	evidence	was	found	that	would	support	the	determination	that	the	
Property	was	associated	with	the	lives	of	persons	significant	in	our	past.	The	subject	
Property	does	not	merit	designation	under	National	Register	Criterion	B.	
	
Criterion	C:		Design/Construction:		Properties	may	be	eligible	for	the	National	Register	if	
they	embody	the	distinctive	characteristics	of	a	type,	period,	or	method	of	construction,	or	
that	represents	the	work	of	a	master,	or	that	possess	high	artistic	values,	or	that	represent	
a	significant	and	distinguishable	entity	whose	components	may	lack	individual	distinction.	
	
No	evidence	was	found	that	would	support	the	determination	that	the	Property	
embodied	the	distinctive	characteristics	of	a	“Type,	Period	and	Method	of	construction,”	
which	under	this	criterion,	refers	to	the	manner	in	which	properties	are	related	to	one	
another	and	is	not	applicable	here.		A	property	is	eligible	as	a	specimen	of	its	type	or	
period	of	construction	under	this	criterion	if	it	is	an	important	example	of	building	
practices	of	a	particular	time	in	history,	which	is	not	the	case	here.		A	“master”	under	
this	criterion	is	a	figure	of	generally	recognized	greatness	in	a	field.	While	a	“Master”	
was	identified	with	this	Property,	as	expressed	in	Lester	Olmstead’s	local	Biography	as	a	
Master	Builder,	it	appears	from	that	Biography	that	this	building	was	more	important	to	
his	political	career	than	to	his	architectural	career.	“High	artistic	values”	under	this	
criterion	refers	to	properties	that	so	fully	articulate	a	particular	concept	of	design	that	
they	express	an	aesthetic	ideal,	which	is	not	the	case	here.	The	terminology	referring	to	
“components	of	an	entity”	under	this	criterion	are	intended	to	address	historic	districts.	
The	subject	Property	does	not	merit	designation	under	National	Register	Criterion	C.	
	
Criterion	D:	Information	Potential:	Properties	may	be	eligible	for	the	National	Register	if	
they	have	yielded	or	are	likely	to	yield	information	important	in	prehistory	or	history.			
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This	criterion	is	intended	to	address	archaeological	resources.	To	be	designated	under	
this	criterion	the	property	must	have	information	to	contribute	to	our	understanding	of	
human	history	and	prehistory	and	that	information	must	be	important.		This	criterion	is	
not	applicable	to	this	Property.	The	subject	Property	does	not	merit	designation	under	
National	Register	Criterion	D.	
	
Conclusion:		The	property	does	not	merit	listing	on	the	National	Register	today	under	
any	of	the	National	Register	criteria	

6. FINDINGS	AND	CONCLUSIONS	

Under	CEQA,	the	City	of	San	Diego	has	established	significance	determination	
thresholds	for	significant	impact,	in	accordance	with	CEQA	Guidelines	Section	21082.2.	
Significant	impacts	include	direct,	indirect,	and	cumulative	impacts	to	historical	
resources,	as	described	in	the	City’s	“CEQA	Significance	Determination	Thresholds”	
dated	January	2007.		
	
A. Identifying	Historical	Resources	of	the	Built	Environment	
	
The	APE	contains	one	(1)	building,	the	former	DeWitt	C.	Mitchell	Memorial	American	
Legion	Hall	Post	201	located	at	4061	Fairmount	Avenue	in	the	City	Heights	area	of	San	
Diego.	The	building	is	a	designated	historical	resource	of	the	City	of	San	Diego,	having	
been	designated	as	San	Diego	Historical	Resource	Number	525	on	June	27,	2002.	Since	
the	subject	property	is	listed	on	the	San	Diego	Register	of	Historic	Places,	any	changes	
or	development	on	the	site	will	be	subject	to	CEQA	and	mitigation	measures	are	
required.	
	
B. Proposed	Project	Description	
	
The	proposed	4th	Corner	project’s	scope	of	work	includes	a	75-unit	apartment	building,	
new	construction,	located	at	4021,	4035,	4037	and	4061	Fairmount	Avenue	in	the	City	
Heights	Community	of	San	Diego,	California.		The	4th	Corner	project	proposes	to	
demolish	The	DeWitt	C.	Mitchell	Memorial	American	Legion	Hall	Post	201,	HRB	#525	
through	a	Site	Development	Permit	per	SDMC	Section	126.0504	(i)	-	Proposed	
Demolition	of	Historic	Structure.		The	proposed	residential	project	will	provide	74	
affordable	dwelling	units	for	Low-Income	residents	and	one	Manager's	Unit	for	a	total	of	
75	dwelling	units.	
 
The	proposed	residential	project	will	include	approximately	131,998	gross	square	feet	
of	new	construction	with	residential	amenities,	including	approx.		5,000	square feet of	
outdoor	community	recreation	open	space	on	the	podium	deck,	approximately.		1,818	
square feet community	room	for	use	by	the	public,	a	residents'	kitchen,	laundry	room	
and	lounge.		Vehicular	parking,	storage	and	bicycle	parking	will	be	provided	in	a	
secured	garage	on	the	street	level.		The	building	will	be	four	stories	of	residential	-	wood	
construction,	over	a	parking	structure	at-grade.		The	elevator	lobby,	entrance	and	
manager's	office/	lounge	will	be	located	off	Fairmount	Avenue.	
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Construction	of	the	4th	Corner	Apartment	Project	will	require	demolition	of	a	designated	
historical	resource.			
	
C. Proposed	Project	Impacts	

	
CEQA	Impacts	
In	determining	potential	impacts	on	historical	resources	under	CEQA,	a	“project	with	an	
effect	that	may	cause	a	substantial	adverse	change	in	the	significance	of	a	historical	
resources	is	a	project	that	may	have	significant	effect	on	the	environment”	(CEQA	
Guidelines	§15064.5).	A	“substantial	adverse	change”	means	“demolition,	destruction,	
relocation,	or	alteration	of	the	resource	such	that	the	significance	of	a	historical	
resource	would	be	materially	impaired”	[PRC	§5020.1(q)].		
	
Construction	of	the	4th	Corner	Apartment	Project	will	require	demolition	of	The	DeWitt	
C.	Mitchell	Memorial	American	Legion	Hall	Post	201,	HRB	#525,	a	designated	historical	
resource.		Demolition	of	the	designated	historical	resource	equates	to	a	“substantial	
adverse	change.	
	
Compliance	with	recommended	mitigation	measures	would	reduce	the	significance	of	
impacts	to	a	level	that	is	less	than	significant.		
	
	
D. Mitigation	Measures	
	
Feasible	measures	to	mitigate	for	the	American	Legion’s	demolition	will	be	
implemented	pursuant	to	the	City’s	Mitigation,	Monitoring	and	Reporting	Program	
(MMRP).	
	
Historic	American	Building	Survey	
The	MMRP,	will	require	the	preparation	of	a	Documentation	Program	consisting	of	a	
Historic	American	Building	Survey	(HABS)	for	the	property	prior	to	the	start	of	
demolition.		This	Documentation	Program	will	include	professional	quality	photo	
documentation	of	all	four	elevations	with	close-ups	of	selected	elements	and	measured	
drawings	of	the	exterior	elevations.	
	
Community	Meeting	Space	
An	approximately	1,800	square	foot	community	room	shall	be	integrated	into	the	
ground	floor	of	the	4th	Corner	Project	to provide an opportunity for the community to 
gather to offset the loss of this historic function currently located within the DeWitt	C.	
Mitchell	Memorial	American	Legion	Hall	Post	201.	
	
Interpretive	Signage	(or	Display	Panels	or	Story	Board)	
Interpretive	signage	or	display	panels	or	story	board	will	be	installed	in	a	publicly	
visible	location.		See	sheets	A.2.0	and	A3.0	of	the	proposed	4th	Corner	Site	Development	
Permit	drawings,	dated	June	of	2020	for	the	approximate	location,	associated	with	a	
planned	community	room.		The	installation	will	describe	the	history	and	significance	of	
the	DeWitt	C.	Mitchell	Memorial	American	Legion	Hall	Post	201	under	Criteria	A,	B,	and	
D.		The	installation	will	be	reviewed	and	approved	by	the	City’s	Historical	Resources	
Board	Staff.	
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Salvage	Materials	
Prior	to	demolition,	architectural	materials	from	the	site	shall	be	made	available	for	
donation	to	the	public.		Materials	to	become	architectural	salvage	shall	include	historic-	
period	elements	including	original	wood-framed	windows,	doors,	and	clay	roof	
tiles.		The	inventory	of	key	exterior	and	interior	elements	shall	be	developed	prior	to	
issuance	of	the	demolition	or	grading	permit.		The	materials	shall	be	removed	prior	to	
or	during	demolition.		Materials	that	are	contaminated,	unsound,	or	decayed	shall	not	be	
included	in	the	salvage	program	and	shall	not	be	available	for	future	use.		Once	the	
items	for	salvage	are	identified,	the	project	applicant’s	qualified	historic	preservation	

professional	(QHPP)	shall	submit	this	information	to	the	City’s	Historical	Resource	
Section	for	approval.		Following	that,	the	QHPP	in	concert	with	the	City’s	Historical	
Resources	Section,	shall	notify	the	City	Heights	Community	Planning	Group	and	local	
preservation	groups		via	email	concerning	the	availability	of	the	salvaged	
materials.		Interested	parties	shall	make	arrangements	to	pick	up	the	materials	after	
they	have	been	removed	from	the	property.		The	project	applicant	shall	be	responsible	
for	storing	the	salvaged	materials	in	an	appropriate	climate-controlled	storage	space	for	
an	appropriate	period	of	time,	as	determined	through	consultation	with	the	City’s	
Historical	Resources	Section.		Prior	to	any	plans	to	no	longer	use	the	storage	space,	the	
applicant	will	provide	the	City’s	Historical	Resources	Section	with	an	inventory	of	any	
materials	that	were	not	donated	to	any	interested	parties,	and	measures	to	be	taken	by	
the	project	applicant	to	dispose	of	these	materials.	
	
No	other	feasible	measures	to	mitigate	for	the	loss	of	any	portion	of	the	historical	
resource	have	been	identified.	

	
E. Conclusion	
	
The	proposed	4th	Corner	project	will	result	in	a	project	that	with	a	significant	impact	on	
a	designated	historical	resource	as	The	DeWitt	C.	Mitchell	Memorial	American	Legion	
Hall	Post	201	located	at	4061	Fairmount	Avenue	in	the	City	Heights	area	of	San	Diego	
will	be	demolished.		Mitigation	measures	will	reduce	impacts	to	the	historical	resource	
to	less	than	significant	by:	
	

• Preparation	of	HABS	documentation	of	the	building,	
• Provision	of	an	approximately	1,800	square	foot	community	meeting	space	for	

use	by	the	public,		
• Installation	of	Interpretive	Signage	that	will	be	visible	and	accessible	to	the	

public	explaining	the	building’s	historical	significance	under	Criterion	A,	B,	and	
D	for	which	the	American	Legion	received	its	designation,	and	

• Key	exterior	and	interior	architectural	materials	will	be	salvaged,	as	feasible,	
and	donated	to	interested	parties.	
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APPENDIX A.1 - PROPERTY DETAIL REPORT 
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Property Detail Report 
4061 Fairmount Ave, San Diego, CA 92105 
APN: 471-461-04-00 San Diego County Data as of: 12/07/2016 

OWnerlnformation 
Owner Name: City Heights Realty LLC 
Vesting: Company 
Mailing Address: 7979 Ivanhoe Ave #520, La Jolla, CA 92037 

Location Information 
Legal Description: S 1/2 Lot 8 & All Lots 9 & 10 Blk 1 Tr 1001 
APN: 471-461-04-00 Alternate APN: County: San Diego, CA 
Munic / Twnshp: Twnshp-Rng-Sec: Census Tract/ Block: 002202 I 1009 
Subdivision: City Heights Annex 01 Tract#: 1001 Legal Lot/ Block: 8, 10/ 1 

Legal Book/ Page: 471 / 46 

Last Market Sale 
Sale / Rec Date: 01/11/2007 / 01/18/2007 Sale Price/ Type: $2,350,000 I Full Deed Type: Deed 

Value 
Multi / Split Sale: y Price / Sq. Ft.: $320 New Construction: 
1st Mtg Amt/ Type: 1st Mtg Rate / Type: Isl Mtg Doc #: N/A 

2nd Mtg Amt/ Type: 2nd Mtg Rate/ Type: 
Seller Name: Dewitt C Mitchell Post No Transfer Doc #: 2007.37891 

201 
Lender: 
Title Company: Landamerica Com'I Svcs 

Prior Sale Information 
Sale / Rec Date: Sale Price/ Type: Prior Deed Type: 
1st Mtg Amt/ Type: 1st Mtg Rate /Type: Prior Doc#: NIA 

Prior Lender: 

Property Characteristics 
Gross Living Area: 7,344 Sq. Ft. Total Rooms: Year Built/ Eff: 1930/ 1930 
Living Area: 7,344 Sq. Ft. Bedrooms: Stories: 
Total Adj. Area : Baths (F / HJ: Parking Type: 
Above Grade: Pool: Garage#: 
Basement Area: Fireplace: Garage Area: 
Style: Cooling: Porch Type: 
Foundation: Heating: Patio Type: 
Quality: Exterior Wal I: Roof Type: 
Condition: Construction Type: Roof Material: 

Site Information 
Land Use: Auditorium Zoning: C # of Buildings: 1 
State Use: Lot Area: 7,814 Sq. Ft. Water Type: 
County Use: Meeting Hall Lot Width / Depth: Sewer Type: 
Acres: 0.1794 Usable Lot: Res / Comm Units: /1 
Site Influence: 

Tax Information 
Assessed Year: 2016 Assessed Value: $973,319 Market Total Value: 
Tax Year: 2016 Land Value: $967,664 Market Land Value: 
Tax Area: 08241 Improvement Value: $5,655 Market lmprv Value: 
Property Tax: $789.28 Improved%: 0.58% Market lmprv %: 
Exemption: Welfare Total Taxable Value: Delinquent Year: 

DataTreEi © 2016 FIRST AMERICAN DATA TREE AND/OR ITS AFFILIATES. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. PAGE 1 OF 1 
By FIRST AMERICAN' 
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PERMIT APPLICATION 
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CITY OF SAN DIEGO BUILCiNG INSPECT~ON DEPARTMENT 

□ run,11nu 
P•rmlt 

1222 First Avenue, MS-301, San 111ego, Ca 92101 (619) 236..(,270 

D Mol>llo t;on,e 
Pttmll 

PROJECT INFORMATION 4obl FAlfUvlo"-.'·r A._./ Plan File No. 
1118 ·o& I hit1-c~1>,. r -er.,o- A...,,- IUILLINO 011 IIUITI NO. 

K NO. SUBDIVISION NAMC 

IM i------------------'-----
PAAC~I.NO PARCEL MAP NO. 

l!XIBTING UBll 

TELEPHON~ NO. 

PROPERTY OWNER 
TELEPl◄ONE NO. 

Cl 

llNITNO. MAl'HO, 

ASS£SSOR'8 P~RCF.L NO. 

COIIDITIO:• Of SOIL AT $Ill!: 
IJON0181 URBED IJCOMPACT FILL □LOOSE FILL 

□CONTRACTOR 
COV'INEP. 

I COWHER CILUSl!E OR TENANT 

4. CONTRACTOR 

SIGNATUIIE TITLI:. 

5. WORKER'S COMPENSATION 

6. 

7. 

8. 
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Perm!t AppUcation 
City .ii San o:ago Building ln11pecllo,, Depmtment 

t?;\2 First AvHnuo, MS :'101, Sari Diego, CA 92101 (619) 236 ·fi270 
1. Permit Type 

!.l Mobile Home )t Elorbical It( Plumbing & Gas U Met;hanlcal rj Demoiilior, !.J Combinution :i( Bul'din!J 
.J Fielocatlon U Rernov1; BuildlnQ .. __ _ _ • J 

2. Pr9Ject Information . Plan ,r-~te No. A.--z-,3/Az~ .. 1' .. . ., 
Address 4,0(;;( 'rA. II< ,.,,,10;\lr 4 VS, .SA. AJ &>I 6.' c; ,o / C IO. I:/~ IO S' Building or Suite No. I 

. . .... . ... - --- - -· - - ·--···--.I 

------ ·· - ·· - - -· ----- ------ ------ - - -Address 

Ctly - Sta~ Zip Code TelephOM 

State Llcerue No. Uconse Class City Buslnes3 1 w: No. 

II L~ Con!rwcl .,r'1 Dtc!11111lon: I lll'!oby affirm that I am licensed undor J)l'ovislot.S of Chapter 9 (conllllOOCfng "ith Sl'Cl':,n 70001 tJ DivftJon J ol the Busin•ss and ~:olostlona Cocb. and my llconse II In 1141 lon.!I 111d ~fftcl. 
Signature Title Date 

I 

L-------- ----·-• - - - - ---------------- --- -----•---- -•- ------~ 
6. Workers.:_ Co~~~!atl~!L 

Wo1li.re'Compenpllon0aclatallon:l hn1.!b/al1'1mtti;it lhnYeacurtilleafnofQO!ISOl'llll)coll•ln311ro 01nccffilk:81oolWot,w,a'Con,;,or,lll!IJDnlNm,nco,ornwtikidoopytha1<:1i!f adwi1hd,o,!vlldiilgln1pec!ionl.lop.l!<-,,.ant 
{Seo JSOO. Lib. C). 

lns~1&nc.e CompanYJlJ~..tfJ,,j ,U. I> W~ ,_c.'p ____ ~o~cy N~.:. 1J.W,~~ -~'JQp~..,,i~xpimtlon Data -= f~_!z_/_ ___ _ 
Q C$rilficale of EJeln1)llon: I t111tlly Iha! In !ht f)llrlormnnGO of lhO wod< fell whlchl'"'8 po,nt Is lasu1)cl, I lh!III not ~:1/ ffllY pel!'All 1111111'1 m3JV!Of SO 8$10bollo/i1u n11ljvfll to 11H' WON(s t.'Jlr,l)IM&!lon laws off' ila 

I Signc11_;;;1fmtilltcll,;p]:_6t6i,i.ir-:P{J5;,;J.o , -- - --· Oat 5 ---·--·· ------ -----
• ·--· ~~~- fi:v1rJ/~~f{,cl,!'R ·- -..2A.-Z'/ ____ ----- --~ 

7 •. Owner-Bullder_Declaratlon ____ _ - ---·- - - - -------~ 
~DfclnltolY. I hltrlby nlflrm lllat Ian> eX91111)1 lnlm dlO Cmbat;IO(s t.lccw.o ln'l'I IOtlhlt tollo',;lr,o hlil.lOII ;see. 700 I s. Or!MO& Md Prolt$$10nsCoot:Any dl(N«lllo~Vmh JICJ~lff O p11n IOCCNltlrel. &'I«, ~ -
~ orrapal!anys1M1111 ,pno,tort;:bw~nce.alsoroqullottllOllPfjlj(;onllolwdlporrnlltalRoDt./QnedSlotomonltniltnoi!lrl.(orue<fpun:11l!1~tolht~rofU1eCcr,tr11c 'llllc:fflllov(Cl\ai)f«O.~wli!ISd"<I 
illOC Ill DM'ltJn 3 c,I the Busfntss Md fllolllW!ln3 Code) o, thut ho !s naampt thorokom, 111d lho bilSI$ le!! tin ille(od ~x •~ Ml) ,olol:illon 0: ~.ictlon 7('31 S IJy o•y ~ fO! • JKnllll l.iA.M lhe l(ll)1ltlnl to a Clw pwlfy cl 
not IIO!t tilln [NO hu/ldrtd cl0llanl ~)~ 

'-" L -~I lflO~y. or mytffl91(1y00&wl!I• wagoaa, tllllil so!o.xirnpon,ruion, will do tho wmk and 11\o \11\fCWto i, r,11t ntolldt 1n, ;,;, •.'<I lu·ta',(Stc 7014, l!ush,ess and P1~1&1 1iolls •.odt·Th C<'<IVl'lOl'Jl"-LIIW 
cbl\l\l.lli?fl'tlll1H1aNntroll'ffll)tlty•hobuoldc;,,1111p1oves U111101,,lllldM10dooSSl!ChWll~himsfl!lc11 :,l?Ul)llh!olll\1llffll\lo)'o~o.p,o\""4.-dli'dll'IIU!lmjlroven1MIS11tonot •n1•111.~or0Hm.dli:( f "·''°"'"--""~ 
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CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL RESOURCES INVENTORY DATA ... Page 1 of 1 

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL RESOURCES INVENTORY DATABASE 
City of San Diego 

Home I ~ I flO•, -memffiJ$ I ..,i!£ll!ll I 

4061 Fairmount 
Ave 

Resource Summary Local Designation [gnnt 

_R_e1_a_te_d_1n_f_o _________ ~ DeWitt C Mitchell Memorial American Legion, Post 201 

HRB Num; 525 Primary Record (DPR523A) 

Local lnfonnatlon 

Local Designation 

National/California Registers 

I, 

Hearing P•l9' 0612112002 

Location 
Address: 4061 Fairmount Ave 

Community Plan Area: Mid-City:City Heights 

Neighborhood: Teralta East 

.. MID-CITY 
Description 

MAL 
HTS Mo>nnw ~,. Architectural Style: Spanish Colonial Revival 

U coi0 Architect/Designer: 

NRHP Status Codo; 
~Designated 

APN: 4714610400 

Zip Code: 92105 

Redevelopment Area: Yes 

Interior Included: No 

Builder: Lester Olmstead, Master Builder 

I< Historic Individual: Charles H Harris; Bertha Mitchell; Lester Olmstead Event: 

Cl HEIGHTS 

~ Year Bullt: 1931 
Misc. Notes: For more informalion on designation see attached documents. 

District \nformatlon 

District Contributor Num: 

Go ~ e Mi data @2!17 Google Loe:•\ Designation Criteria 
• ~ Criteria: 

A - Exemphfces or reflects special elements of the City's, a community's 
or a neighbomood's historical, archaeologleal, cultural, social, 
economic, political. aesthetic, engineering, landscaping or architectural 
development. 
B - Is identified with persons or events significant in local. state or 
national history 
D - Is representative of the notable work of a master builder. designer, 
architect, engineer, landscape architect, interior designer, artist or 
craftsman, 

Criteria Notes: 

MIiis Act: No 

Designation Type: 

I 
!i 

http://sandiego.cfwebtools.com/search.cfm ?local=true&res _id= 15001... 4/19/2017 



THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

Historical Resources Board 

DA TE ISSUED: 

ATTENTION: 

SUBJECT: 

APPLICANT: 

LOCATION: 

DESCRIPTION: 

June 7, 2002 

Historical Resources Board 
Agenda of June 27, 2002 

REPORT NO. P-02-098 

ITEM# 8 DeWitt C. Mitchell American Legion Hall Post 201 

Ronald V. May on behalf of the owner 

4061 Fairmount Avenue ity Heights Community, Council District 3 

Consider the designation of the DeWitt C. Mitchell American Legion Hall 
Post 20 l as a Historical Resource Site 

'"LAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Designate based on HRB-CRITERIA A (Cultural Development), B (Event, Personage) and 
D (Master Builder). 

BACKGROUND 

This item is being brought before the Historical Resources Boa.rd by the owner who wishes to 
have the site designated as a historical landmark. 

This 1931 building was erected by Lester Olmstead, master builder, for the DeWitt C. Mitchell 
American Legion Post 201. It is the first American Legion building constructed specifically for 
an American Legion Post in the City of San Diego. The design of the building is a modified 
version of an original 1928 Spanish Colonial Revival style solicited by Bertha Mitchell , Gold 

Planning Department 
202 C Skeet, MS 4A • San Diego, (A 92101·3865 

lei (619) 235-5200 Fox (61~) 533-5951 



Star Mother of the Post. Since the organizational development of Post 201 in 1922 and the 
subsequent building's construction in 1931, Post 201 Legionnaires continue to perform 
traditional events, ceremonies, rituals and activit:.es that uniquely define the culture of the Post 
within the National American Legion movement of 1919 for war veterans of the U.S. Armed 
forces. 

ANALYSIS 

The applicant's consultant requests desiguation of this property tmder HRB-CRITERIA A 
(Cultural Development), B (Event, Personage), C (Architecture) and D (Master Builder); 
however, at this time Staff recommends designation under HRB-CRITERIA A (Cultural 
Development), B (Event, Petsonage), and D (Master Builder) as follows: 

CRITERIO-:--J Ah Exemplifies or reflects ~pecia/ elements of the City's, a community's or a 
neighborhood's historical, archaeological, cultural, social, economic, polilicul, aesthetic, 
engineerin~, landscaping or architectural development. 

American Legion Post 201 is a prime example of a 201h century traditional cultural property. The 
traditional culture of this property lies within the context of the United States Armed Forces war 
veterans in conjunction with the development of the National American Legion movement of 
1919, which was established to employ the skills of World War I Army and Marine veterans to 
enhance the lives of A.rnerican civilians back home. The National American Legion movement 
has grown to 3 million members, and includes veterans from all of the u.S. Armed Forces. The 
Legion continues thei1• pursuit in improving the lives of Americans through th~ir social, cultural 
and political activism. · 

Since the initial inception of Post 201 in 1922, ceremonies, rituals, community services and civic 
improvement progrnms have continuously defined the culture of the Post. While these traditions 
reflect the goals of the National movement to improve the lives of American civilians, many of 
the rituals and ceremonies uniquely belong to Post 201. Traditional annual rituals associated 
wilh this Post con fame to occur on and off site. .Military veterans continue to pass along 
tra.diticinal dtuals of camaraderie and spititual rc111cmbrance for fellow patriots lost in the field of 
war or as a resull of inlirmaries from war. Some examples of past and present ritual and 
ceremonial activities associated with Post 201 include the annual ritual at the tomb of Lt. DeWitt 
C. Mitchell, meetings of the Purple Hearts, and the Last Ten Club of World War I. Other 
act.ivities, such as, civic improvement programs, sponsorship of Boys Scouts of America and 
disaster preparedness also define the traditional activities associated with this organization and 
are generated from this property. · 

CRITERIO.t\" B - L'l identffied with persons or events significant in local, state or national 
history. 

As indicated in the applicant's consultant report, Post 20 I is identified with several significant 
persons and events important to local, state~ and nalional history. Outlined bdow is a brief 
summary: 

-2-



Post 201 is identified with the Post World War I National American Legion Movement of 1919 
that was established by veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces to improve the quality of life for 
American civilians. This movement in conjunction with the local Progressive Party movement 
provided the initial. political and social support for the organizational development of American 
Legion Post 201. 

Originating in 1922, Charles 11. Harris and fifteen other World War I veterans organized Post 
201. In 1923, the Post applied for Amel'ican Legion status and in 1924 incorporated. In circa 
1925, American Legion Post 20 l changed their name in honor of Gold Star Mother, Be1iha 
Mitchell , Philanthropist, and her deceased son, Lieutenant DeWitt C. Mitchell, to the DeWitt C. 
Mitchell American Legion Post 201. During this same period: J.,ester Ohnstead--master builder, 
and Legionnaire, became active in the Progressive Party (League for Progressive Political 
Action), of which introduced and further affiliated Olmstead and the Post to other prominent San 
Diego Progrnssive Party members; i.e., John Noland, George W. Marston, Mayor Harry Clark, 
Col. Ed Fletcher, etc. Olmstcad's social connections with the Progressive Party, according to the 
applicant's consultant report, led to his appointment on the City of San Diego Parks Commission 
in 1928. His affiliation also further involved affluent Progressive Party members with Post 
sponsored political, social, and cultural events including the landmark California Supreme Court 
decision that orients City of San Diego decisions in the use of Pueblo Lands. 

CRITE.RlO~ C - Embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period or method uf 
construction or is a valuable example nfthe use of natural materials or craftsmanship. 

Post 201, constructed in 1931, is clt:signed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. It is an 
irregular T-form with ·a low pitch side gable roof on the two-story main building and a barrel roof 
with parapet walls on the one-story rear hall. An attached kitchen is located at the southeast 
corner of the hall, adjacent to the paved parking Jot. While the building retains its overall form, 
window modifications and textured stucco exterior building materials are inconsistent with the 
historic fabric of the building and stylistic feature~ of period Spanish Colonial Revival 
architecture. In addition, a l 980s Fire Marshal required exterior open case stairway leading to a 
second story entry disrupts the overall l'hythm of 1he main (west) fenestration. 

Based on the above building modifications and exterior stairway and entry, Staff recommends the 
applicant first restore the building to its historic fabric and aesign then, seek designation under 
this Criterion. However, if the Board wishes to designate this building under Criterion C for 
architecture, the applicant's consultant report indicates that the ov.'ner is willing to prepare a 
preservation plan for the building's restoration. This restoration would need to include removing 
and replacing the windows Wld textured stucco with a style and fabric consistent with the 
building's design, as well as, seek consultation on a new design for the 1980s second story 
emergency stairway and entry. 
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CRITERION D - ls representative of a notable w01·k of a master builde,~ designer, architect, 
engineer, landscape architect, interior designer, artist or crqftsman. 

Lester Olmstead, master builder, is responsible for the construction of this building, not on{y did 
his firm Olmstead Building Company construct be building in 1931, but Olmstead hjmself 
upheld a commitment in getting a building designed and constructed far his fellow Legionnaires. 
Lester Olmstead is locally recognized for his custom homes primarily designed in the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style in the communities of Point Loma, Kensington, Mission Hills, and East 
San Diego. Olmstead also built civic structures, such as, Camp Fletcher (demolished), Lindbergh 
Field Air Terminal and Ryan Aeronautical offices (partially demolished). Post 201 is one of the 
few known remaining examples of Ohnstead's civic structures. 

CONCLUSTON 

Based on the information submitted and Staffs own field check, it is recommended that the site 
be designated under HRB-CRHERIA A (Cultural Development), B (Events/Persons) and 
D (Muster Builder). Designation brings with it the responsibiUty of maintaining the bui]ding i11 

accordance with U.S. Secretary of Interior Standards. The benefits of designation include the 
following: availability of the Mills Ad Program for rt!duced property tax, the use of the more 
flexible Historical Building Code, flexibility in the application of other regulatory requirements, 
the use of the Historical Conditional Use Pem1it which allows flexibility of use, and other 
programs which vary depending on the specific site conditions and 0'W11er objectives. 

- /) ' '\ ~~9~~ 
Nicole .T. Purvis 
Plam1ing Intern 

NJP/AL/bh 

Attachment: Applicant's Historical Report under separate cover 

-4-

Prindpal Planner 
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APPENDIX A.8 - LESTER OLMSTEAD INFORMATION 

ATTACHED 



Lester Olmstead 
?-1983 

Biography: 

Master Builders 

Lester Olmstead's experience stems from serving in the United States Army as a Quartermaster 
Corps service sergeant as well as working as a supervisor of a carpentry shop in San Francisco 
during WWI. After being discharged in 1918 Olmstead joined C.H. Martinez and Charles W. 
Brown to form Brown-Olmstead Building Company in 1924. One of his earliest works was a 
"pacific ready cut model home" built as a Spanish style bungalow. He then bought out Brown in 
1928 and created the Olmstead Building Company. 

Olmstead is most known in San Diego for his work on the DeWitt C. Mitchell American Legion 
Hall Post 201. For this building he selected the Spanish Revival style architecture as influenced 
by the 1915-1916 Panama-California Expo held in Balboa Park. This building is an important 
surviving example of his work; having continued his association with the building as chair of 
the building committee until his death in 1983. His association with this building allowed 
Olmstead to meet Progressive Party leader George W. Marston which led to his appointment as 
City Parks Commission. Olmstead was removed from this position by the mayor at the time 
when he opposed the building of State Highway 101 through Torrey Pines City Park. Olmstead 
took his case to the California Supreme Court and it ended with suing the City of San Diego for 
not obtaining a 2/3 popular vote allowing construction on the Pueblo lands (which were 
present at Torrey Pines). 

Other buildings include the 1920's Naval Training Center in Point Loma and at Naval Air Field 
on North Island. He had also constructed the old Lindbergh Field Terminal and Ryan 
Aeronautical buildings which were located on Pacific Highway. Other buildings include 
numerous residences in Point Loma, Kensington, Mission Hills, and East San Diego although 
few of his buildings still survive. Some of these homes were known to be built in the Spanish 
Colonial Revival ("old California style") and Craftsman bungalow style. 

Olmstead became an important social figure in San Diego being invited to various important 
events throughout his lifetime. This includes being a part of the Lindbergh Reception 
Committee for the Citizens Banquet in Honor of Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh on September 21, 
1927. Again because of his association with Marston, he received tickets to attend the dinner 
reception for the dedication of Presidio Hill and Juniperro Serra Museum on July 16, 1929. The 
relationship he built with important figures in San Diego landed him a membership with the 
San Diego Athletic Club. He was even invited to greet President Franklin D. Roosevelt at San 
Diego Stadium on October 2, 1935. 

Notable Works: 
HRB# 525 DeWitt C. Mitchell American Legion Hall Post 201 
Coca Cola Bottling Plant 
Home at 2744 Chatsworth Boulevard, "modified Italian style", 1934 
Fontenelle Apartments, 1936 
Olmstead Lodge at Camp Fletcher, Cuyamaca Mountains, 1929 

65 IP age 
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APPENDIX B.1 - CHAIN OF TITLE 

ATTACHED 



California Lot Book, Inc. 
dba California Title Search Co. 

P.O. Box 9004 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 

(858) 278-8797 Fax (858) 278-8393 
WWW.LOTBOOK.COM 

Chain of Title Report 

Marie Burke Lia CTS Reference No.: 0117030 
427 C St., Ste. 416 Your Reference No.: 1151 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Title Search Through: December 13, 2016 

Property Address: 4061 Fairmount Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92105 

Assessor's Parcel No.: 471-461-04-00 

Assessed Value: $973,319 

Exemption: Welfare 

Property Characteristics 

Use: Auditorium 

Improvements: 7,344 square feet 

Short Le2al Description 

THE SOUTH 12 ½ FEET OF LOT 8, ALL OF LOTS 9 AND 10 IN BLOCK 1, IN THE 
CITY OF SAN DIEGO, COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
ACCORDING TO MAP THEREOF NO. 1001, FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY RECORDER OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY, JULY 18, 1906. 

Page 1 of 3 



California Lot Book, Inc., dba California Title Search Co. 
CTS Reference No.: 0117030 

1. Grant Deed 
Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Recorded: 

2. Grant Deed 
Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Recorded: 

3. Quitclaim Deed 
Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Recorded: 

4. Quitclaim Deed 
Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Recorded: 

5. Quitclaim Deed 
Grantor: 
Grantee: 

Recorded: 

Chain of Title 
( February 9, 1923 through December 13, 2016) 

Market Leasing Company 
Edward Summers 
February 9, 1923, #4958, Deed Book 927, Page 74 

Edward Summers and Frances M. Swnmers 
The City of East San Diego 
March 5, 1923, #7583, Deed Book 751, Page 303 

Edward Summers and Frances M. Summers 
Bertha B. Mitchell 
May 22, 1925, #25055, Deed Book 1101, Page 43 

City of San Diego 
Bertha B. Mitchell 
May 22, 1925, #25056, Deed Book 1101, Page 43 

Bertha B. Mitchell 
DeWitt C. Mitchell Post No. 201, American Legion, an 
Incorporated Body of San Diego 
May 22, 1925, #25057, Deed Book 1084, Page 226 

6. The San Diego County Assessor Lot Block Book Page shows the first year with 
assessed improvements as being 1930. 

Please be advised that this is not Title Insurance. The information provided herein 
reflects matters of public record which impart constructive notice in accordance 

with California Insurance Code 12340.10 
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7. Grant Deed 
Grantor: 

Grantee: 
Recorded: 

Dewitt C. Mitchell, Post No. 201, American Legion, an 
Incorporated Body of San Diego California, aka De Witt C. 
Mitchell, Post No. 201, American Legion, a California 
Corporation 
City Heights Realty, LLC 
January 18, 2007, Recorders File No. 2007-0037891 

- End of Report -

Note: We find no recorded evidence of a Notice of Completion. 

Please be advised that this is not Title Insurance. The information provided herein reflects matters of public 
record which impart constructive notice in accordance with California Insurance Code 12340.10. Note that we 
are not a Title Insurance Company, and that no express or implied warranty as to the accuracy or completeness 
of the information provided herein is granted. Our work has been performed under short time constraints with 
a quick turn around, and is based in part on the use of databases outside of our control The recipient hereby 
acknowledges that California Lot Book, Inc. assumes no liability with respect to any errors or omissions related 
to the information provided herein. Also note that this search bas been performed without the benefit of a 
Statement of Identification from the property owners, and if a search was performed for liens recorded against 
owner names, we cannot be sure that the information provided relates to the actual property owners, or is 
complete with respect to the property owners. In any event, our liability is limited to the amount offees collected 
for the information provided herein. 
******************** 
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APPENDIX B.2 - CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS 

ATTACHED 

UNION TRIBUNE ARTICLES 

ATTACHED 



SAN DIEGO CITY DIRECTORY 

4061 Fairmount Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92105 

Year Occupant 

1935 De Witt C Mitchell Post No. 201 American Legion 

1935- 1952 De Witt C Mitchell Post No. 201 American Legion 

1953-57 American Legion Post No. 201 

1958 American Legion Auxiliary 

Boys Scouts 

1959-60 AM Legion Hall 

1961- 70 

1971- 80 

Boy Scouts of AM 

American Legion Auxiliary 

AM legion DeWitt C Mitchell Post No 201 

American Legion Hall 

Mitchell De Witt C. Post No 201 (am legion) 

American Legion Hall 

Mitchell De Witt C Post No 201 

Mitchell De Witt C Ladies Auxiliary Unit No 201 

1984 American Legion Hall 

Mitchell De Witt C Post 201 
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I Building Permits I 
Wal~ ED.owlden. repelrs. 2959 

"Ib.om: $50. 
Dr. W. R. B,ers. ga...-rager 3431 5th 

ave: SIOO. 
Jul!s. :Berg. garage. 4039 Georgl%; 

$100. 
· R. S. B:ock. f'.rame-stucco cotbge 
: a:i(! prage. 3253 ll!t!l.. Vier. &COOOT I 
! :Edw!n lL li2Ie. stu~ cot~ge-. 2555 
; Goldt1eld: S3000. ! 

i G._ J_ Ken:tne. :-epa!rs. 4937 Santai I 
1 l.1'0:n~; 830. 
: Park Bo~rd dttb house. Ci!f Go!! 
! Coun:ie: $2800. 
I CX-Own Lauodt'!, repaL~- 3251 L .st: i 

$100_ .. I - I 
DeWl .. t: C. l\l!tche:U P~st ?.o. 201 j 

Am~. ~oo. ;,er Olmstr.td Bldg.. , 
4061. <'.:rtno-..m .. ,1 Sl0.000. ; 

f 

J_ if_ O!..~...P.:l. !'ep&!!°!;, 3272 Is~c:!: l 
$25_ ' 

Total !m- ~..ar ~ do:i~~ RR? ~n I 
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!PARTY1S RECEIPTS'f i 
1 AID RELIEF WORK l 
i Leg~on Auxiliary to Sponsor 
I Event Wednesday; Hospi-
1 • 

~ tat Patients Make · Pnzes~ 
, Table ~..z.es. !oc the -a.n.o.ual St. 
: ?-~:...--i~k·s e1.--d pa_--cy .spo;:so_"e(! br De

\\•:~s C. ~~ll •i: .... •t • .A.:ne..--ican ~
~~on aUXltia...ry-. Wr:dnesday ~oon 
.n 1~ ~ew build~:; a~ ~l - ~oun:r 
a.-s-ellue. a.re be~ ma.a- ·by ~r.ea:is 
!-:::. '(...~ cecupa~ ~!'Y ..-a.rd ot 
~av~ ?lOSP!t:11. 

.?a.-,; of ~ ~~ r..u go !or
!ocal reiie! worlt ~ p&.-?: ,.....!1 be~ 
to h~l;> !°'..l:""'~ 'the :ne.- h&Jl. Besena

! ~~ ma.v be obta.!!?.ed tra:n !4..~. 
i G!.enn. ~..o~ p."'e:Sid~~ o! tbe U!lit. 

I' 0!' !?'O?:C M..--s. .John Paddie. &Octal 
Chai..~ 

'1 .lt.ese:"1:':ltlo:c:: !~ tab~ aL~y UTe 
~ mat1e- b~ Mesdames !!iltl>!l 

l Hager. No..--a. ~- :Bessie C(),jpe:-. 
I !:b!p~ Sh~~- ..... ..!::l~& J:"add.!s. w. w. 
: Duffield. Le.::."te:" O!mstd.d. A~ W!er. 
Ploren<:e .R.Ja;!l. Bla»•'be: Cbambea. 
W. W. Albe..""ty. Prank ~. LeBter 
Dav4..s. E'. S. LJ.tc.""ff:eld.. Norman F!-eoch. 
~c! t!le- secc>f!d dir..st<>n aunUary. 

~ 

A lot of ads were about meetings that were held at the DeWitt C. Mitchell Unit 
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a sonic Rites 
Tomorrow for 

Services under auspices of East 

I 
San Diego Masonic lod e will be 
conducted at 10 tomorrow ~orning 
in the Johnson-Saum mortuary for 
Charles Harold Harris, 57, of 4444 1 

, Forty •ninth st.. a former m~ber 
of the wellare anc the county civil 

, service commis..tjon. Cremation will 
I follow. 
I :P.tr. Harris, who died in the Naval I 
1 hospital Wednesday after a long I 
\ illness, was a native of Trenton, 1 
' N. :J ., and had been a Sa.n Diego I 
1 resident fc,r 20 years. He served in i 
the army medical corns in th~ 
World war. 

Mr. Harris was a senior past com-
1 mander of both the countv coundl 
ii and the F.ast San Diego P~st 201. 
American Legion. He also was a 

l member of La :',Iesa Post 282 and 
: the East ~,dn Diego Masonic Lodge 
i 561. He is survived by his wi!e, 
Mrs. M. Sydn~y Harris. 
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\ ' RECORDING REQUESTED BY 
LandAmerica Commercial Services 
WHEN RECORDED MAIL THIS DOCUMENT 
AND TAX STATEMENTS TO: 

City Heights Realty, LLC 
Jack McGrory 
7979 Ivanhoe Ave. #520 
La Jolla, CA 92037 

APN: 471-461-04,05 & 06 
Escrow No: 03208614-609-CGl 
Title No: 03208614 

13329 

Spa, 
GRANT DEED 

THE UNDERSIGNED GRANTOR(S) Dl!CLARl!(S) 
DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX IS $2,585.00, CITY TAX L...QJl.ll 
computed on full value of property conveyed, 
City or San Diego, AND 

DOC# 2007-0037891 1 · 

I lllllll 111111111111111111111111111111111111111 IIUI 111111111111111111 l 
JAN 18, 2007 4:12 PM 

0FFIOAL RECORDS 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY RECORDER'S OFFICE 
GREGORY J. SMITH. COUNTY RECORDER 
FEES: 2606.00 

OC: OC 
PAGES: 2 

111111111111 OHHllllll!ffill llllllllWIIIWIIIIII 
2007-0~37891 -- _ __) 

FOR A VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, 

Dewitt c. Mitchell, Post No. 201. American Legion, an Incorporated Body of San Diego California aka 
~Jlitt C. Mitchell, Post No 201, American Legion, a Callfornla corporation 

hereby GRANT(S) to 

City Heights Realty, LLC, a California limited liability company 

the following described real property in the City of San Diego County of San Diego, State of California: 
See Exhibit A attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Commonly known as: 4061 Fairmount Avenue, San Diego, CA 92105 

Dated : JanuaQ' 11, 2002 

Dewitt c. Mitchell, Post No. 201. American Legion, an 
J Diego California 

By: Karl DeLooze, Commander 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
} ss: 

FOR NOTARY SEAL OR STAMP 

MAIL TAX STATEMENTS AS DIRECTED ABOVE 



.. 
Exhibit A 

All that certain real property situated In the County of San Diego, State of Callfomla, described as follo43 3 3 0 
parcel A; 

The south 12 1/2 teet of Lot 8, all of Lots 9 and 10 In Block l of City Heights Annex No. 1, in the City of San Diego, 
County of San Diego, State of California, according to Map thereof No. 1001, flied In the Office of the County Recorder 
of San Diego County, July 18, 1906, 

parcel B: 

Lots 11 and 12, in Block 1 of City Heights Annex No.1, in the City of San Diego, County of San Diego, State of 
California, according to Map thereof No. 1001, flied in the Office of the County Recorder of San Diego county, July 18, 
1906. 

Parcel C: 

Lots 13 and 14, in Block 1 of City Heights Annex No. 1, in the City of San Diego, County or San Diego, State of 
California, according to Map thereof No. 1001, filed in the Office of the County Recorder of San Diego County, July 18, 
1906. 



APPENDIX C.l - CITY OF SAN DIEGO 800 SCALE ENGINEERING MAP 
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218 

I 

216 



APPENDIX C.2 - CURRENT UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY MAP 
(USGS) 

ATTACHED 
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APPENDIX C.3 - ORIGINAL SUBDIVISION MAP 
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APPENDIX C.5 - SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAPS 
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APPENDIX D.1 - HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS 

ATTACHED 



Year: 1970 





APPENDIX D.2 - CORRECT PHOTOGRAPHS 

ATTACHED 



4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #1 View Northeast of the west fa~ade 

4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #2 View of the West fa~ade 



4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #3 View East of the West fa1;:ade 
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4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #4 View of main entrance 



4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #5 View of second story balcony on the West fa~ade 

4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #6 View of staircase leading to second story entrance on the West fa~ade 



4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #7 View of main entrance on the West fa~ade 

4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #8 View South of the West fa~ade 



4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #9 View North of the West fa~ade 

4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #10 View Northeast of the West and South facades 



4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #11 View Northeast of the West and South facades 

4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #12 View Southeast of the West fac;:ade 



4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #13 View South of the North and West facades 

4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #14 View Southeast of the North fac;ade 



4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #15 View East of the North fai;ade 

4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #16 View East of the South fai;ade 



4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #17 View North of the South fa~ade - east end 

4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #18 View East of the South fa~ade 



4061 Fairmont Avenue March 2017 
Photograph #19 View Northwest of the South fa~ade 
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State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
PRIMARY RECORD 

Primary# _____ _ 

HRI# --------
Trinomial _____ _ 
NRHP Status Code 5S2 

Other Listings ____________ _ 

Review Code ___ Reviewer ___ Date __ _ 

*Page 1 of 5 *Resource Name or#: 4061 Fairmont Avenue, San Diego, CA 92105 
*Pl. Other Identifier: DeWitt C. Mitchell Memorial American Legion Hall Post 201 
*P2: Location: Not for publication Unrestricted K a. County: San Diego 
And (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a location map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS Quad La Mesa *Date: 1996 T; R; ¼of¼ of Sec. _ _ ___ B.M. ____ _ 
c. Address: 4061 Fairmont Avenue City: San Diego Zip: 92105 
d. UTM: (Give more than one large or linear resources) Zone: Me/ mN 
e. Other Locational Data (e.g. parcel#, directions to resource, elevation, etc. as appropriate); 
APN: Assessor's Parcel Number 471-461-04, South half of Lot 8 and all of Lots 9 and 10, Block 1 of City Heights 
Annex 1 in the City of San Diego 
*P3a. Description (Describe resource and its major elements, include design, materials, condition, alterations, 
size, setting and boundaries.) 

The subject property contains the former DeWitt C. Mitchell Memorial American Legion Post #201, a one- and 
two-story, asymmetrical, irregular shaped, Spanish Colonial Revival style, civic/meeting hall building. The 
building was constructed in 1930-1931 and served as one of several American Legion posts in San Diego until the 
1980s. The Property was designated as a San Diego Historical Landmark #525 on June 27, 2002. See 
Continuation Sheets for further information. 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) 
HP 13: Civic/Meeting Hall 
P4. Resources Present: Building ~ 
Structure Object Site District 

PSb. Description of Photo: (View, date 
Accessions#) View: East 
*P6. Date Constructed/ Age and Source 

.. Historic K Prehistoric Both 1931/Sanborn Maps and 
Lot Block Book Pages 
*P7. Owner and Address: City Heights Rea lty LLC, 
*PS: Recorded by: (Name, Affiliation, Addressl.,& 
Crawford/Office of Marie Burke Lia, 427 C Street, #416, 
SD CA 92101 
*P9. Date Recorded: 4/2017 

*Pl0. Type of Survey: Intensive *PU: Report Citation (Cite Survey Report and other sources: Historical 
Resources Technical Report For The Property Located at 4061 Fairmont Avenue, San Diego, CA 92105 
*Attachments: Location Map Sketch Map Continuation Sheet X_ Building, Structure and Object Record X 
Archaeological Record District Record Linier Resource Record Milling Station Record Rock Art Record Artifact 
Record Photograph Record Other (List): 



State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

Primary# ____ _ 
HRI# _____ _ 

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD *NRHP Status Code SS2 
Page 2 of 5 *Resource Name or# (Assigned by Recorder) 4061 Fairmont Avenue. San Diego. CA 92105 

Bl. Historic Name: DeWitt C. Mitchell Memorial American Legion Hall Post 201 
B2: Common Name: None 
B3. Original Use: Civic/Meeting Hall 
B4: Present Use: Civic/Meeting Hall 
*BS: Architectural Style: Spanish Colonial Revival 
*BG: Construction History: (Construction Date, alterations and dates of alterations) 
The subject building was constructed in 1931. See Continuation Sheets for further information. 
*B7. Moved?~ No Yes Unknown Date: ___ Original Location _____ _ 
*BS. Related Features: Parking lot 
B9a. Architect: Unknown b. Builder: Lester Olmstead 
*Bl0. Significance: City Heights Development/Charles H. Harris/Master Builder Area City Heights/San Diego 
Criteria: A. B. & D 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic 
scope. Also address integrity.) 

See Continuation Sheets for Significance discussion. 

Bll. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) None 
*B12. References: City Building Records: County Assessor's Records; Water and Sewer Records; San Diego City 
Directories; San Diego History Center records: 2002 Historical Nomination: etc. 
813. Remarks: None 
*814: Evaluators: K. Crawford 
*Date of Evaluation: 4/2017 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 



State of California - The Resource Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Primary# _______________ _ 
HRI# _______________ _ 

Trinomial ________________ _ 

Page 3 of 5 *Resource Name or# (Assigned by recorder) 4061 Fairmont Avenue, San Diego, CA 92108 
Recorded by K.A. Crawford/Office of Marie Burke Lia Date 4/2017 Continuation X Update 

Building Description 

The Property is located at 4061 Fairmont Avenue in the City of San Diego in the Teralta East neighborhood. The Property is 
located on a block bounded by Fairmont Avenue on the West, 44th Street on the East, Polk Avenue on the North and 
University Avenue on the South. The 4061 Fairmont Avenue property and the immediate vicinity is much-modified mixed 
use area in the City Heights neighborhood of San Diego. The Property is surrounded by a variety of various types of 
commercial structures and multi-family residences. 

The subject building is a c. 1931, one- and two-story, asymmetrical, L-shaped, 7,344 square foot, Spanish Colonial Revival 
style, community center building. The building has a reinforced concrete foundation; balloon wood frame with lath and 
plaster; and a stucco coated exterior wall cladding. The multi-component roof system is composed of a side gable roof 
covered with red Spanish tile on the two-story section and a flat roof on the rear one-story section. A one-story addition 
was added to the rear of the one-story section and has a front gable roof. Two decorative, non-working chimneys are 
present on the two-story portion of the building. Round tile vents are present under the roofline on the two-story portion 
of the building. A steel flag pole is present on the property. 

The building's main entrance is recessed within an arched opening. The single entrance door is wood with metal detailing. 
Decorative wrought iron lights are present on each side of main entrance. A 1981 metal staircase with concrete treads is 
present at the side of the main entrance and rises above the main entrance, leading to a single metal door on the second 
floor. The staircase is supported by metal poles. 

Windows vary in size, shape and placement around the facades. The original windows were wood framed, double hung 
sash or multi-lite casement styles; the majority have been replaced with metal framed slider or double hung sash style 
windows. Some of the ground floor windows have wood beams that frame the upper and lower sections of the windows. 
Many of the windows have metal security grilles. Electric signage is present on the corner of the building and projects 
outward from the wall. The words "Golden Hall" are present on the lower wood edge of the staircase landing at the front 
entrance area. A handicapped side entrance is present on the ground floor of the building and is covered with a simple 
front gable metal awning supported by metal posts. A sloping concrete ramp leads to the doorway. A metal railing is 
present. 

The rear of the building contains a one-story addition with a third entrance. This entrance is accessed by a short flight of 
concrete stairs with a metal railing. A wood shed roof supported by wood brackets is present over the door. A parking lot is 
present on the side of the property. The building is in fair condition and has undergone alterations. 

Building History 

The property was associated with Charles H. Harris who helped organize this American Legion Post in 1922 and served at its 
Commander until his death in 1942. In 2002, the Historical Resources Staff and Board found that the building met Criterion 
B for its association with Mr. Harris. At the same time, the Staff and Board found that the building did not meet Criterion C 
because the "window modifications and textured stucco exterior building materials are inconsistent with the historic fabric 



State of California - The Resource Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Primary# _______________ _ 
HRI# _______________ _ 

Trinomial ________________ _ 

Page 4 of 5 *Resource Name or# (Assigned by recorder) 4061 Fairmont Avenue. San Diego. CA 92105 
Recorded by K.A. Crawford/Office of Marie Burke Lia Date 4/2017 Continuation X Update 

of the building and stylistic features of period Spanish Colonial Revival architecture." The subject building was constructed 
by Lester Olmstead, who has been identified as a Master Builder and his Biography as a Master Builder, maintained by the 
Historical Resources Board, includes the following information: "Olmstead is most known for his work on the DeWitt C, 
Mitchell American Legion Hall Post 201. For this building he selected the Spanish Revival style of architecture as influenced 
by the 1915-1916 Panama-California Expo held in Balboa Park. This building is an important surviving example of his work; 
having continued his association with the building as chair of the building committee until his death in 1983." The 
modifications to the front fa<;:ade of this building occurred in 1981, two years before Olmstead's death. The Staff and Board 
found that the property also met Criterion A for Community Development, as a place for veterans to practice rituals of 
camaraderie and remembrance. Therefore, in June of 2002, the building was found eligible for the local Register under 
Criteria A, Band D. 

Alterations 

The building has been altered with several changes over the years. Several Building Permits were located for this property: 
One in 1971 for a board fence; the Fire Marshall required a second-floor exit and staircase to be constructed on the front 
fa<;:ade in 1981 for egress from the upstairs for a fire exit; a first-floor window was infilled; another permit was filed in 1981 
for a kitchen remodel; an additional permit was submitted in 1987 for a hood installation; and one permit was filed in 1991 
for a storage room addition. The asphalt parking lot was added in 1967. Most of the double hung wood sash windows have 
been replaced with newer windows. Currently, a storage building has been added on the rear south fa<;:ade, but it is not 
part of the historic resource. 

History of Subject Property 

Review of historic maps, archival materials, and aerial photographs, as well as physical inspection of the surrounding area, 
indicate that, by 1931, the building was in place and no other buildings were present on this parcel. As documented by the 
Sanborn Maps, in 1920, the area was a sparsely settled single family residential neighborhood with the East San Diego 
Public Library present at the north end of this block at 4089 Fairmont. By 1950, single family homes dominated the area as 
commercial uses had become prominent along University Avenue. This pattern continued through 1970. Since that time, 
commercial and multi-family buildings have taken over this vicinity. 

The Water and Sewer Department Records include an order for Water Service and a Sewer Connection dated in July of 
1925, shortly after Bertha Mitchell had purchased the property, Although Mrs. Mitchell died in 1926, before work began on 
the building, she had bequeathed $10,000 for its construction. The building was constructed by Lester Olmstead. 

The Chain of Title for this property indicates that in January of 1925, Edward and Frances M Summers transferred the 
subject property, consisting of the south half of Lot 8 and all of Lots 9 and 10 in City Heights Anne 1, to Bertha B Mitchell, 
and that in January of 2007 the Dewitt C Mitchell Post No. 201, transferred the subject property to City Heights Realty, LLC., 

The Property was used for the American Legion, Post 201 purposes from 1931 through the 1980s. 



State of California - The Resource Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Primary# _______________ _ 
HRI# _______________ _ 

Trinomial -----------------
Page 5 of 5 *Resource Name or# (Assigned by recorder) 4061 Fairmont Avenue, San Diego, CA 92108 
Recorded by K.A. Crawford/Office of Marie Burke Lia Date 4/2017 Continuation X Update 

Significance 

The subject building was constructed in 1930-1931 in the Teralta East neighborhood in the City Heights area of San Diego in 
the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style. The building was used as an American Legion Post for approximately fifty 
years and is now used by a variety of local groups for a range of purposes. The subject property was evaluated for historical 
and architectural significance under the City of San Diego Historic Resources Board criteria in June of 2002 and was 
designated under Criterion A (Community Development) as a place for veterans to practice rituals of camaraderie and 
remembrance, Criterion B (Historical Personage) Charles H. Harris, who helped organize the post in 1922, and Criterion D 
(Master Builder), Lester Olmstead as Master Builder. 

The subject property was evaluated under California Register criteria in June of 2017 and found not to meet Criterion (1) 
Association with Events, because no historical evidence was found that associated the property with events that made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history. It was found not to meet Criterion (2) Association 
with Persons, because no historical evidence was found that associated the property with the lives of persons important to 
local, California or National History. It was found not to meet Criterion (3) Design/Construction because it does not embody 
the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of construction and was not the work of a Master 
Architect due to its 1981 modifications. It was found not meet Criterion (4) Archaeology because it did not have the 
potential to yield information important to human history or prehistory. 

The subject property was evaluated under National Register criteria in June of 2017 and found not to meet Criterion A 
(Event) because no historical evidence was found that would support the determination that the property was associated 
with events that made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. It was found not to meet Criterion B 
(Person) because no historical evidence was found that would support the determination that the property was associated 
with the lives of persons significant in our past. It was found not to meet Criterion C: Design/Construction because it did not 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, method or method of construction, it was not an important example of 
building practices of a particular time in history, it was not a notable work of a Master Architect and it does not express an 
aesthetic ideal. It was found not to meet Criterion D: Informational Potential as an important archaeological resource. 
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Kathleen A. Crawrord, M.A. 
Architectural Historian 
Overview 

Kathleen Crawford has over 28 years of experience in the preparation of a wide range of historical and 
architectural projects. She meets the Secretary of the Interior Standards for Architectural History and History (36 
CFR Part 61). She also meets the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) standards as an 
Architectural Historian. She has extensive experience with 19th- and 20th-century architecture in California and 

has prepared over 12,000 historic and architectural assessments of structures in California for a variety of 
historical projects conducted for various types of city, state, and federal agencies. The majority of these projects 
required compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Ms. Crawford has extensive 

experience in the implementation of Section 106 in reference to historic buildings from all historic periods and 
architectural styles. The vast majority of these projects required preparation of California Department of Parks 
and Recreation (DPR) 523 forms for submittal to the State Historic Preservation Office. She has prepared several 
Historic American Building Survey (HABS) surveys and documentation over the years and has worked with the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties in the course of the historic and 
architectural evaluations. In addition, Ms. Crawford has participated in the production of numerous cultural 
resources reports and assessments, environmental impact reports, and historic building surveys of potential 
historic districts in California, Arizona, and Kentucky. She has been a Lecturer in the History Department at San 
Diego State University since 1989, and her extensive teaching experience in U.S. History has aided her 
understanding of the historical assessment and evaluation process. 

HISTORIC AND HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL WORK EXPERIENCE 

Crawford Historic Services, Historical and Architectural Consulting. 1985-Present. 
Sole proprietor of historical projects consulting service with clients including: 

Michael Brandman and Associates, Irvine, California. 2OO1-Present 

Ms. Crawford meets the Secretary of the Interior's Standards as an Architectural Historian and has 
prepared over 750 Section 106 Compliance Reports for Historical and Architectural Assessments for Cell 
Tower sites in California, Nevada, Arizona, Texas, and New Mexico. All projects required Section 106 
compliance level assessments and preparation of DPR 523 forms for the project sites and submittal to 
the State Historic Preservation Office for concurrence with the findings of effect. Clients include AT&T, 
T-Mobile, Verizon, Pacific Bell, and Cingular. Assessments include 19th- to 20th-century historic 
buildings (civic, hospitals, private residences, businesses, churches, schools), cemeteries, structures, 
telephone poles, water tanks, and steel lattice towers. Over 1,000 projects have taken place in Southern 
California. Over 200 of the projects have taken place in Northern California in Alameda, San Francisco, 
Sacramento, and San Jose counties. 

Selected projects include: 

Oakland International Airport, Oakland, Cslifornia. Preparation of Historic and Architectural 
Assessment of circa 1960s Airport Structures for National Register of Historic Places eligibility. 
January 2012. 

Standard Aero Buildings, Los Angeles International Airport (LAX). Preparation of Historic and 
Architectural Assessment of circa 1940s Airport Structures for Cell Tower construction, January 2011 



California State Capitol Building Complex, Sacramento. Preparation of Historic and Architectural 
Assessment of circa 186os-195os California State Capitol Building for installation of new cell tower 
service for entire State Capitol complex-April 2011 

HABS Survey of Niven Nursery, Larkspur. Preparation of Historic American Building Survey (HABS) 
documentation of circa 1940s Niven Nursery, Larkspur, California, July 2011 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows Cemetery, Sacramento. Preparation of Historic and Architectural 
Assessment of circa 1890s National Register-eligible historic Sacramento cemetery-January 2011 

Leamington Hotel, Oakland. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 1920s 
National Register-eligible hotel in downtown Oakland - July 2010 

East Bay Alliance Chinese Church, Oakland. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment of 
circa 1940s church complex-September 2010 

Piedmont Apartments, Oakland. Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 1930s apartment 
complex, Oakland - December 2010 

Oakland Coliseum, Oakland. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 1960s 
sports stadium - May 2010 

Sheraton Palace Hotel, San Francisco. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 
1900 National Register-listed landmark historic hotel for cell tower construction, November 2010 

University of San Jose Stadium, San Jose. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment of 
circa 1950s sports stadium -July 2010 

University of Santa Clara, Swig Hall, San Jose. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment 
of circa 1960s residence hall - May 2010 

Swedish American Hall, San Francisco. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 
1890s National Register-eligible building for proposed cell tower placement- May 2010 

Seton Medical Center, San Francisco. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 
1950s Seton Medical Center for cell tower construction -August 2010 

United Pipe Foundry, Union City. Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 1930s historic water 
tank on historic foundry property-August 2010 

Palo Alto Apartment Complex, Palo Alto. Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 1950s 
apartment complex- October 2010 

Petaluma Hotel, Petaluma. Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 1920s hotel in National 
Register-listed historic downtown business district - May 2011 

Paramount Studios, Los Angeles. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment of several 
buildings on Paramount Studios lot that dated to earliest development of the Paramount Studios 
Corporation in the 1920s -April 2010 

St. Mary's Hospital, Tucson, Arizona. Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 1930s hospital in 
Tucson -July 2011 

Historic Hotel, Elko, Nevada. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment of circa 1930s hotel 
in Elko, Nevada - October 2010 

Sunwest Building, Roswell, New Mexico. Preparation of Historic and Architectural Assessment of 
potentially circa 1950s National Register-eligible building in Roswell, New Mexico - December 2010 



KP Environmental LLC, Tempe, Arizona and Carlsbad, California. 2011 

Borrego Springs, San Diego County, California. Preparation of Cultural Resources Report for CA-SDl-
20016 and Historic Assessment of former circa 1940s DiGiorgio Fruit Corporation property in Borrego 
Springs, California for County of San Diego - October 2011 

Hell, California. Preparation of Cultural Resources Report and Historic Assessment of Hell, California 
for historic documentation of circa 1950s P-33-18794 archaeological site for County of Riverside -
September 2011 

C&S Environmental Services. 1999-2007 

Federal Aviation Administration, Quieter Home Program, San Diego County, California. Historical 
and Architectural Assessment of approximately 1,000 circa 1910-1960 historic homes in Point Loma 
and San Diego for sound retrofitting program conducted by the Federal Aviation Administration. State 
of California DPR 523 forms were prepared for each property for submittal to City of San Diego 
Planning Department and San Diego Historical Resources Board. 

Ogden Environmental and Energy Services. San Diego County. cantornla lnclrca 

• 1990-1997, Senior Historian 
• 1997-2001, Historical Consultant 

Responsible for all phases of research, analysis and preparation of cultural resources reports, 
environmental impact reports, and historic building surveys for compliance with federal, state, and 
local agencies and regulations. Section 106 compliance assessments were conducted for all properties 
and preparation of DPR 523 forms were completed for all properties. 

Selected projects include: 

San Diego Naval Training Center- Preparation of National Register nomination for property including 
approximately 400 buildings 

Chollas Heights Radio Station - Preparation of Historic American Buildings Survey for radio station for 
approximately 100 buildings 

Seal Beach Naval Weapons Station- Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessment of 
properties including approximately 300 buildings 

Long Beach Naval Station and Shipyard - Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessment of 
properties including approximately 750 buildings 

Marine Corps Air Station, Camp Pendleton - Preparation of History of Air Station 

Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii - Preparation of History of Air Base 

Naval Air Station, Guam - Preparation of Base Closure Documentation for approximately 150 
structures 

San Diego Naval Air Station, Coronado- Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessment of 
selected air base facilities 



Naval Air Station, El Centro - Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessment of air base 
properties, including approximately 100 buildings 

San Diego Naval Station, 32nd Street- Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessment of 
properties including approximately 350 buildings 

Caltrans- Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessments for approximately 200 properties in 
San Diego and Riverside counties 

Kentucky Department of Transportation (KDOT)- Preparation of Historical and Architectural 
Assessments of approximately 100 properties in Louisville, Kentucky 

Miramar Naval Air Station- Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessment of properties 
including approximately 250 buildings 

Marie Burke Lia, Attorney at Law, San Diego, C&llfornia. 1988-Present 

Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessments for over 800 circa 1880-1965 properties in San 
Diego, La Jolla, and County of San Diego. These projects required preparation of historic and 
architectural assessments, preparation of DPR 523 forms, and final reports for submittal to City of San 
Diego Planning Department and San Diego Historic Resources Board. 

Scott Moomllan, Attorney at Law, San Diego, Csltfomla. 1993-Present 

Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessments for over one hundred circa 1880-1965 
properties in San Diego, La Jolla, and County of San Diego, These projects required preparation of 
historic and architectural assessments, preparation of DPR 523 forms, and final reports for submittal to 
City of San Diego Planning Department and San Diego Historic Resources Board. 

Archaeos, lnclrca. san Diego, eantomla. 1999-2009 

Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessments of properties in San Diego, Chula Vista, Orange 
County, and Riverside County dating from 1900-1960. These projects required preparation of historic 
and architectural assessments, preparation of DPR 523 forms, and final reports for submittal to City of 
San Diego Planning Department and San Diego Historic Resources Board. 

Wright and L'Estrange, Robert Wright, Attorney at Law, San Diego, cantornia. 2004-2008 

Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessments for properties in San Diego County. These 
projects required preparation of historic and architectural assessments, preparation of DPR 523 forms, 
and final reports for submittal to City of San Diego Planning Department and San Diego Historic 
Resources Board. 

Matthew Peterson, Attorney at Law. san Diego, California. 2003-2004 

Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessments for properties in San Diego County. These 
projects required preparation of historic and architectural assessments, preparation of DPR 523 forms, 
and final reports for submittal to City of San Diego Planning Department and San Diego Historic 
Resources Board. 

island Architects, La Jolla, Callfomla. 2004 

Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessments for properties in San Diego County. These 
projects required preparation of historic and architectural assessments, preparation of DPR 523 forms, 
and final reports for submittal to City of San Diego Planning Department and San Diego Historic 
Resources Board. 



CorkY MacMIiian lncJrca. San Diego. cantornla, 1994-1999 

Preparation of Historical and Architectural Assessments for Properties in San Diegoi Historical 
assistance with Naval Training Center Historic District issues. 

County of San Diego. San Diego. eantornla, 1990 

Preparation of Historic Survey of Sweetwater/Bonita area for over 300 properties. These projects 
required preparation of historic and architectural assessments, preparation of DPR 523 forms, and final 
reports for submittal to County of San Diego Planning Department and San Diego Historic Resources 
Board. 

Jennings. Engstrand and Henrickson Jaw firm. San Diego. CallfornJa. 1986 

Preparation of research for San Diego County water rights case for successful presentation to U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

MUSEUM EXPERIENCE: 

Women"s Museum of California, San PJego. California, 2011-2012 

Historical Consultant. Preparation of Research and Exhibit Panels for 1911-2011 Women's Suffrage 
Exhibit and Women in War Exhibit 2012 

The Building for Kids Museum, Madison .. Wisconsin, 2012 

Preparation of exhibit and research materials for children's exhibit. 

Coronado Historical Association. Coronado. cantornla, 2009-2010 

Historical and Architectural Consultant conducting research for: 
• 2009-2011 Annual Historic Home Tours 
• "Wings of Gold, 100 Years of Naval Aviation" exhibit 
• "Coronado We Remember" exhibit, 2009-2010. 

Interim Registrar and Archivist - 2011 

La Jona Historical Society. La Jona, eantornla. 2006 

Archivist for historical collection, responsible for all phases of collection maintenance. 

San DJego Museum of Man. 1984-1985: 1997-2000 

Assistant Education Coordinator. Responsible for all phases of Education Department activities 
including teaching anthropology courses, preparation of newsletter, lecture and film series, trips, and 
overall programs for museum visitors. 

San DJego Historical society.1985-1988. 

Assistant Curator of Collections. Responsible for all phases of collection management and 
administration, research and exhibition for 20,000+ piece collection of San Diego history displayed in 
four local museumsi supervision and management of Facade Easement Program for donation of 
historic building facades to Societyi served as Museum Registrar, which included documentation and 



management of all curatorial files, archival materials, object documentation, photograph collection, 
and art collection; supervision of volunteer program, student interns, and preparation of visitor 
materials and tours. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
History, Anthropology and Political Science Lecturer. 1987-Present 

San Diego State University - 1989-2011 

• Early/Modern World History 
• Early/Modern U.S. History 
• Early/Modern Latin American History 
• Early/Modern Western Civilization 

University of San Diego - 1987- 2006 

• Early/Modern U.S. History 
• Early/Modern World History 
• Renaissance History 
• Early/Modern Western Civilization 

• History of San Diego 

• Historian's Methods 

• Women's History 

United States International University -1990-2000 

• The American Presidency 

• Introduction to Political Science 

• Early/Modern History of Asia 

• Early/Modern Western Civilization 

• Early/Modern World History 

• lntercultural Communication 

• American Culture 

Grossmont College - 1988-2002 

• Early/Modern History of Women in Western Civilization 

• Early/Modern Western Civil ization 

• Early/Modern World History 

• Early/Modern Latin American History 

Cuyamaca eonege - 1995-1996 

• Early/Modern United States History 



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: 

La Mesa Courier - Assistant Editor - 2011-2012 
Preparation of articles for publication in community newspaper, editing and reporting of local La 
Mesa news stories .. 

Mesa Southwest Museum - Consultant, Editorial Services and Assistance with publications, 2002-

2005. 

Denver Historical Society-Consultant, Editorial Services and Assistance with publications, 2006-
Present. 

University of San Diego -Co-Chair of Native American Arts Festival, annual festival held on university 

campus showcasing Native American art and culture, 2003-2005. 

Mulege Natural History Museum - History Coordinator for Museum in Baja California. "Hands across 
the border," joint venture between the San Diego Natural History Museum and Baja California, 2001-

2003. 

Confucius Institute - Board Member/San Diego State University 

San Diego State University - Consultant, Prepared grant for Dean Paul Wong, for funding for 
ethnomusic teacher in Music Department. Grant was for Artist in Residence Program in the 
department, 2007. 

San Diego State University - Mentor to students from China brought to SDSU as part of Chinese 

Studies Institute, Fall 2007-Spring 2008 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Crawford, Kathleen A., "Fifty Years of the Journal of San Diego History," Journal of San Diego History, 
Fall 2006. 

Engstrand, Iris H.W. and Kathleen A. Crawford, Reflections: A History of the San Diego Gas & Electric 
Company, 1881-1991, Heritage Press: Los Angeles, 1991. 

Davie, Theodore and Kathleen A. Crawford, A History of San Diego Trust & Savings Bank, 1888-1988, 
San Diego Trust and Savings Bank: San Diego, 1988. 

Crawford, Kathleen A, A History of the San Diego Transit Corporation, 1886-1986, San Diego Transit 
Corporation: San Diego, 1986. 

Crawford, Kathleen A. "God's Garden: A History of the Grossmont Art Colony," Journal of San Diego 
History, Volume XX, Summer, 1985. 

Crawford, Kathleen A. and Bruce Kammerling, "The Serra Museum and its Collections, Some 
Reminiscences of Fray Junipero Serra,' Santa Barbara Mission Press: Santa Barbara, 1984. 



Crawford, Kathleen A., "The General's Lady: Maria Amparo Ruiz Burton," Journal of San Diego History, 
Volume XIX, Fall, 1984. 

Scripps Institutions for Medicine and Science - Preparation of 75th Anniversary History of Scripps 
Institutions for Medicine and Science, 1989-1990. 

EDUCATION: 

university of san Diego 

Master of Arts, History, 1987 
• Valedictorian/Summa cum laude 
• Thesis: History of San Diego Transit Corporation 

Bachelor of Arts, History, 1984 
• California and Latin American emphasis 
• Magna cum laude 

Bachelor of Arts, Anthropology, 1984 
• California and Latin American emphasis 
• Magna cum laude 

Grossmont College 

Associate of Arts, General, 1982 
• With Honors 
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