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U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  I L L I N O I S  
A T  U R B A N A - C H A M P A I G N  

 
Illinois School of Architecture 

117 Temple Hoyne Buell Hall, MC-621 
611 East Lorado Taft Drive 
Champaign, IL  61820-6921  USA 
April 14, 2021 
 
Ms. Juliannne Polanco, SHPO/Secretary 
State Historic Resources Commission 
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA  95816 
 
Re: Support for the National Register Listing for 9530 La Jolla Shores Drive, La 
Jolla CA, Dr. Walter and Judith Munk House Historic District, “Seiche” 
 
Dear Ms. Polanco and Commissioners: 
 
I write in strong support of the National Register Listing for the Walter and Judith Munk 
Historic District.   
 
Having taught and written about architecture for 40 years, I am currently the longest-
serving female faculty member at the School of Architecture, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, and I hold a Ph.D. in architecture from the University of California 
at Berkeley. Recently I had the great honor to receive the 2021 American Institute of 
Architects/Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (AIA/ACSA) Topaz 
Medallion, the highest award bestowed to a professor for excellence in architectural 
education. 
 
I have strong lifelong roots in La Jolla, where we have had our family home for over 50 
years, and where I am proud to be a resident.  During my early student days at La Jolla 
High School and UCSD, I worked for two summers as a secretary typing classified 
documents for the JASON scientists under the direction of Walter Munk and his 
scientific colleagues.  My father, Harry A. Anthony, a professor of urban planning at 
Columbia University, who began his career working for the world renown architect, 
LeCorbusier, had first come to La Jolla as a visiting faculty member at UCSD while on 
sabbatical leave. That is when I first became acquainted with Walter and Judith Munk, 
who remained family friends for decades.  I have visited the Munk home on several 
occasions, in most recent years as a guest of Walter Munk and Mary Coakley Munk, 
and as a guest at the Celebration of Life ceremony in Walter’s honor in October 2019, a 
magnificent event at Seiche that captured his enduring impact on each of the 250+ 
guests in attendance. 
 
In my opinion, perhaps nowhere else in the San Diego region better epitomizes at 
the residential scale the unique confluence of architecture, art, science, and 
sense of community than the Walter and Judith Munk House, all set within a 
spectacular natural landscape overlooking the Pacific Ocean.  It is a unique 



telephone 217-333-1330 • fax 217-244-2900 2 

environment that certainly deserves National Register designation to preserve it for 
generations to come.   
 
Seiche’s significance is extremely well documented in the National Register nomination. 
Not only was Walter Munk a one-of-a-kind intellectual giant in his field of oceanography, 
with scores of professional awards and hundreds of publications to his credit.  He was 
also a pioneer in guiding Scripps Institution of Oceanography and UCSD during their 
critical, formative years and throughout the 20th and early 21st centuries. His leading role 
in developing the Scripps Estates Associates Subdivision near the UCSD campus, 
opening up La Jolla to homebuyers of diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds, set an 
end to previous discriminatory real estate practices that made La Jolla off-limits to too 
many for far too long.   
 
Judith Munk’s artistic and architectural achievements are noteworthy on their own, 
relying on her unique expertise to create an artistic enclave on the Pacific, a historic 
work of architecture emblematic of mid-century Modern Movement at its peak, full of 
beautiful sculptures that she created, a lovely outdoor amphitheater, and an ecologically 
sensitive landscape design that responds in an exquisite way to its magnificent seaside 
setting. Constructed with many reclaimed, low-cost materials, it was ahead of its time as 
an early example of sustainable design. For over two-thirds of a century, Munk’s 
residential design for Seiche fostered a strong sense of community that helped to bridge 
the gaps between town and gown that all too often plague university towns. 
 
No doubt that Judith’s unique lived experience, as a person with a physical disability 
who used mobility aids for much of her adult life, informed the design and construction 
of the Munk home, its surrounding landscape and gardens, reflecting an extraordinary 
sensitivity to designing for accessibility that was far ahead of its time.   
 
The Munk home as the nexus for Scripps Estates Associates Subdivision opened up 
new opportunities for those who had previously been shut out, serving as a local as well 
as a global cultural hub where visitors and residents alike from all over the world, from 
all ethnic backgrounds, from all professions from the scientists to the artists to the 
humanities, from those who were able-bodied to those with physical disabilities, were all 
welcome. In that sense it has served as a unique gateway to Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, UCSD, La Jolla, the greater San Diego region, and California, one that 
can never be replaced. 
 
I offer my highest possible recommendation for its nomination on the National Register 
for Historic Places. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Kathryn H. Anthony, Ph.D., ACSA Distinguished Professor   
2021 American Institute of Architects/ Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture 
(AIA/ACSA) Topaz Laureate 
2020 Chicago Women in Architecture Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient 



 

 
 
April 13, 2021                 
 
 
 
Julianne Polanco, SHPO/Secretary 
State Historical Resources Commission 
P.O. Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001 
 
RE:    Support for National Register listing for Dr. Walter and Judith Munk House “Seiche,”       

9530 La Jolla Drive, La Jolla, CA 
 
Dear Ms. Polanco and Commissioners:  
 
The California Preservation Foundation (CPF), a 501 (c) 3 non-profit based in San Francisco, 
urges your support to approve the nomination of the Walter and Judith Horton Munk House 
(also known as Seiche) to the National Register of Historic Places.   The comprehensive 
National Register nomination details the importance of the building both architecturally and 
as a significant contributor to the broad patterns of history.  
 
The significant structures were designed by Judith Horton Munk, who trained in architecture 
but was forced to truncate her formal education at the Harvard University Graduate School 
Design when she contracted polio. Her husband Walter was a prominent oceanographer; the 
couple were instrumental in the development of the Scripps Institute of Oceanography and 
the design of the laboratories of the Institute of Geophysics and Planetary Physics (1962).  
 
In the San Diego Modernism Historic Context Statement (2007), the City of San Diego 
committed to preservation of “all aspects and periods of its history,” including the “wealth of 
Modernist resources created by bold, accomplished, and nationally recognized practitioners.” 
CPF would like to emphasize that significant buildings can be designed by all types of 
community members, not just licensed architects, and that those structures are frequently 
most at risk due to their vernacular nature. Additionally, the fact that this building was 
created by a woman designer makes this structure a rare example in the Modernist style.  The 
house was also recognized in the University of California, San Diego, Historic Resources 
Survey Report (2016, Architectural Resources Group) as a contributor to the significance of 
the area. 
 
Thank you for considering our support for the nomination of Seiche to the National Register 
of Historic Places.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cindy L. Heitzman 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: Courtney Ann Coyle 
 
  

101 THE EMBARCADERO, SUITE 120 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94105 
 
415.495.0349 
CPF@CALIFORNIAPRESERVATION.ORG 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

PRESIDENT 
Christine Lazzaretto, Pasadena  

VICE-PRESIDENT, PROGRAMS 
Naomi Miroglio, FAIA, San Francisco  

VICE-PRESIDENT, DEVELOPMENT 
Bill Schaeffer, Napa 

TREASURER 
Jeff Caldwell, PE, Pasadena 

SECRETARY 
Adrian Scott Fine, Los Angeles 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Andrea Galvin, El Segundo 
 

Jeff Caldwell, PE, Pasadena 
Rita Cofield, Los Angeles 
Christina Dikas, San Francisco 
Michael Gibson, Redondo Beach 
G. Taylor Louden, AIA, Culver City 
Andrew Mariani, Sonoma 
Willett Moss, PLA, ASLA, FAAR, San Francisco 
Trudi Sandmeier, Los Angeles 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Cindy Heitzman, San Francisco 

http://www.californiapreservation.org/


 1

A R C H I T E C T    M I L F O R D    W A Y N E     D O N A L D S O N       FAIA 
 
 
February 26, 2021 
 
Ms. Julianne Polanco, Secretary 
State Historical Resources Commission 
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95816         
 
Re: SUPPORT for Listing of 9530 La Jolla Shores Drive, Dr. Walter and Judith Munk House Historic 
District, Seiche 
 
Honorable Chairman Adams, Vice Chairman Sriro, and Members of the State Historical Resources 
Commission: 
 
I write to express my strong support for the nomination to list 9530 La Jolla Shores Drive in San 
Diego County in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
This property is the storied home of world-renowned oceanographer and geophysicist Dr. Walter 
Munk and his designer and artist wife Judith Horton Munk. In 2004, I, KTU&A Landscape 
Architects, and the La Jolla Historical Society performed a comprehensive reconnaissance level 
survey of La Jolla on behalf of the City of San Diego, identifying several potential historic districts 
including the Scripps Estates Historic District.  
 
At that time, the property was designated 3D under the California Historical Resources Status 
Code, as appearing eligible for the National Register as a contributor to a National Register eligible 
district through survey evaluation. The current nomination further establishes that the property is 
eligible for listing in the National Register at the individual property level under Criteria A and C and 
that Seiche continues to exhibit qualifying character defining features, materials, and associations 
and retains integrity. Our 2004 survey also specifically recognized Walter and Judith Munk among 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography’s (SIO) most prominent scientists and families. 
 
For these reasons, I am asking that you approve this nomination without delay to help ensure this 
key part of SEA, SIO, and the University of California San Diego is properly stewarded into the 
future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Milford Wayne Donaldson FAIA 
 
 

7754 GREENRIDGE WAY, FAIR OAKS, MWDONALDSON13@YAHOO.COM CA 95628 916 532 8004 





 

 

 
 
 
Julianne Polanco, SHPO/Secretary         
State Historical Resources Commission 
P.O. Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001 
Julianne.Polanco@parks.ca.gov       March 10, 2021 
 

Re: SUPPORT for Seiche/The Dr. Walter and Judith Munk House  
 April 30 Commission Meeting 

 
Dear Chairperson Adams and Fellow Commissioners, 
 
For almost 60 years, the La Jolla Shores Association (LJSA) has been guiding, advising, and leading 
discussions with the San Diego City Council, City Parks and Recreation, UCSD, and other 
governmental agencies concerning quality of life issues year round in our community. Both Seiche 
and the Scripps Institution of Oceanography (Scripps) are within our area of interest. Pre-COVID, we 
hold our meetings at the historic Martin Johnson House on the Scripps campus. 
 
Through this letter, the LJSA strongly supports the designation of The Dr. Walter and Judith Munk 
House, aka Seiche, in the National Register of Historic Places. Seiche is a unique building and 
property for many reasons. The activities and events that have taken place there during the last 70 
years have contributed greatly to our community’s sense of place and its educational, scientific, and 
social achievements.  
 
Dr. Munk, dubbed “Einstein of the Oceans” by the New York Times, spent his remarkable 80 year 
career at Scripps Institution of Oceanography with deep associations to La Jolla Shores. The 
location of the Shores boardwalk was affectionately renamed Walter Munk Way in 2017 in 
celebration of his 100th birthday. Dr. Munk was pleased about that because he felt it connected the 
community to Scripps where he worked from 1939-2019. Kellogg Park, in La Jolla Shores, is also 
the location of The Map® of the Grand Canyons of La Jolla. This is a unique 2,500 square foot public 
art, educational plaza illustrating 123 life-sized species found just offshore. It was a gift from the 
Walter Munk Foundation for the Oceans to honor Walter Munk’s legacy of daring exploration and 
discovery through scientific research, education, and ocean conservation. 
 
Judith Munk, Walter’s wife of 52 years, was an artist, sculptor, architectural and landscape designer 
who made major contributions to community venues in La Jolla Shores and the San Diego 
community at large. THE FOLLY, a natural outdoor theater located in her oceanside yard, was 
designed and built by Judith. It has served as a working stage where hundreds of performances 
were held along with countless community events. Judith’s influence in the design and construction 
of the Institute of Geophysics and Planetary Physics (IGPP) at Scripps and numerous other UCSD 
buildings on campus leaves a legacy of masterful urban design and artistry.  
 
Given Walter and Judith Munk’s many achievements and associations with numerous properties in 
La Jolla Shores, it may make sense to consider, in the future, a thematic district for Dr. Walter and 
Judith Munk. This district could include: The Old Scripps Building (1909) (a National Register listed 
property), Seiche (1954), Scripps’ Institute of Geophysics and Planetary Physics (IGPP)(1964) 



 

 

renamed The Judith and Walter Munk Laboratory in 1993, the Scripps Crossing Bridge (1993), and 
other notable properties. Each property has significance in its own right.  They also collectively 
convey history important to our community and beyond. 
 
The La Jolla Shores Association urges the Commission to designate Seiche as an important historic 
property. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
La Jolla Shores Association 
Janie Emerson, President 
jemfocus@aol.com 
619-318-1278 
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