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1               AUGUST 23, 2016 - 6:05 P.M.

2                  SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

3

4          MARK BRUNETTE:  Good evening, everyone.  We're

5 going to go ahead and get the scoping meeting started.

6          Thank you for coming for the environmental

7 impact report public meeting for the Pure Water Program

8 North City Project.  My name is Mark Brunette.  I am the

9 senior environmental planner in the City of San Diego's

10 Development Services Department.  These meetings are

11 referred to as EIR scoping meetings and are for the

12 purpose of helping to define the scope of work for the

13 EIR.  The City's environmental review staff scheduled

14 this meeting to gather public input prior to the

15 preparation of the project's environmental documents.

16          Environmental review staff are required by the

17 City's municipal code to provide the public and design

18 makers with independently prepared environmental

19 documents which disclose impacts to the physical

20 environment.  This information is used by decision

21 makers as part of the deliberative process in approving

22 or denying a project.  The environmental document does

23 not recommend approval of her denial but is provided as

24 information on the environmental impacts of the project.

25          I'm going to go through a few comments about
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1 how we'll be conducting the meeting this evening.

2 First, I'm going to provide a brief description of the

3 project, followed by a short presentation by the

4 Applicant.

5          This meeting is designed to get as much public

6 input on areas that need to be addressed in the EIR in

7 the time allotted; therefore, each speaker is asked to

8 introduce themselves, state their address, and complete

9 their comments within three minutes.

10          This entire meeting, if we have a lot of

11 people -- if we get more people, would last

12 approximately an hour and a half and would end at

13 7:30 p.m.  If after the people who are here who comment

14 have no more comments and there is no one else left, we

15 will end the meeting early.

16          In addition to verbal comments, which are being

17 recorded, there are forms available on the table over

18 here from the City upon which you can provide written

19 comments.  We will need to have these comment forms

20 submitted to City staff by the close of the meeting, or

21 you can mail the completed form with your comments to

22 the address listed on the back page.  It is a three-fold

23 sheet of paper, two-sided, so all you have to do is put

24 a stamp on it, and you can mail it directly to me.

25          Please remember to put your name and address on
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1 the sign-in sheet before you leave the meeting if you

2 would like to receive the notice of availability for the

3 draft EIR, and if you have an email address, go ahead

4 and put that on in place of your street address because

5 we can mail a public notice which will have a link to

6 the EIR at a later date.

7          Please refrain from conducting a debate on the

8 merits of the project at this meeting as this is not the

9 purpose for tonight's gathering.  Rather, please focus

10 your comments on those environmental impacts you would

11 like thoroughly analyzed in the project's environmental

12 document.

13          Lastly, I will be acting as the moderator and

14 timekeeper for the duration of the meeting and,

15 therefore, would respectfully request that you yield

16 when notified that your three minutes are up.

17          Thank you for your patience, and we'll begin

18 with the project description and then a brief

19 presentation by the Applicant.

20          Oh, also we have a Spanish interpreter here.

21 If anyone needs an interpreter, just let me know.

22          This meeting is being conducted in accordance

23 with CEQA for the Pure Water Program's North City

24 Project.  Today is Tuesday, August 23rd, 2016.  It's a

25 little after 6:00 p.m.
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1          The Bureau of Reclamation and the City of

2 San Diego will prepare a joint Environmental Impact

3 Report/Environmental Impact Statement to evaluate the

4 effects of the North City Project, the first phase of

5 the Pure Water San Diego Program or the Pure Water

6 Program.

7          The Pure Water Program is a water and

8 wastewater facilities plan to produce potable water from

9 recycled water.  The Pure Water Program consists of the

10 design and construction of new advanced water treatment

11 facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, pump

12 stations, and pipelines.

13          The proposed project will expand the existing

14 North City Reclamation Plant and construct an adjacent

15 North City Pure Water facility with a purified water

16 pipeline to Miramar Reservoir.  A project alternative

17 would install a longer pipeline to deliver product water

18 to the larger San Vicente Reservoir.

19          Other project components include a new pump

20 station and force main to deliver additional wastewater

21 to the North City Water Reclamation Plant, a brine

22 discharge pipeline, and upgrades to the existing

23 Metropolitan Biosolids Center to accommodate additional

24 biosolids from the increased treatment capacity at the

25 North City Water Reclamation Plant.
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1          A new electrical transmission line is proposed

2 connecting the North City Water Reclamation Plant to the

3 future cogeneration facility at the Metropolitan

4 Biosolids Center to deliver power for North City Project

5 components.  The electrical transmission line will cross

6 Marine Corps Air Station Miramar and will require

7 approval of the United States Marine Corps.

8          With that I'm going to turn over the microphone

9 to the Public Utilities Department staff, and they'll

10 give a brief presentation.

11          BRENT EIDSON:  Good evening.  My name is Brent

12 Eidson.  I'm with the Public Utilities Department, and

13 I'm here to provide you an overview of the Pure Water

14 Program and then also to get into more of the specifics

15 about what is included in the reason we're here today,

16 the Phase 1 project of the Pure Water Program.

17          So first, a little bit about Public Utilities

18 Department.  We are both your wastewater and water

19 service providers.  We serve about 2.5 million

20 wastewater customers versus 1.3 million water customers.

21 Why the difference?  We also have contractual

22 obligations with 12 other agencies here in the region to

23 treat their wastewater, and so we are a regional

24 wastewater provider, not just the City of San Diego

25 wastewater provider.  As you can see from some of these
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1 other numbers, we're a fairly large department with a

2 lot of activity that's happening.

3          First, I want to talk a little bit about our

4 current water supply.  We import between 85 to

5 90 percent of our water from outside of the region

6 between the Colorado River and the Sacramento Bay Delta,

7 and what's important to note on this screen as it's

8 relative to the Pure Water Program is all of these dots

9 that you see located here along these two watersheds.

10 Those are different discharge permit holders upstream

11 from us.

12          This gentleman asked me a question earlier how

13 many upstream discharges are there from our water

14 supply, and there's already over 400 that discharge into

15 our water system or our water supply and conveyance

16 systems.  Because of this imported water challenge, we

17 face a number of obstacles.  First, as you can see from

18 the graph on the right, the cost to buy that same drop

19 of water has increased by three times since 2000, and

20 now it costs us $1200 to buy an acre-foot of water

21 versus $400 in 2000.

22          We also have to be mindful of recurring

23 drought, which we've all witnessed over the last few

24 years, and then also culminating with some

25 State-mandated reductions.  We have to be cognizant and
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1 prepared for population growth, as well as other factors

2 that might impede our imported water supply, such as

3 natural disasters along those two water supply lines.

4          So as we mentioned, we're in a pretty severe

5 drought, and before the drought really took hold, we had

6 already started talking about how can we become more

7 independent for our water supply, and that's where Pure

8 Water was born.  And so in addition to Pure Water,

9 though, we do have other activities underway.  First and

10 foremost is conservation, of course.  We all have

11 learned to get better and to use less water, and we

12 appreciate that.

13          Recently the region has a new desalination

14 plant providing about 7 percent of our treated water

15 every day.  The City is also working on some groundwater

16 development.  Admittedly, our groundwater basins are

17 pretty small, and they're not connected, so the yield

18 from those groundwater basins aren't as great as some

19 you might see up in Orange county, LA, or in the Central

20 Valley.

21          As you probably know, in this community we do

22 have recycled water, which is tertiary treated water,

23 and that water is eligible to be used for irrigation

24 purposes, as well as some industrial purposes, and

25 you'll notice it by the purple color of the piping.  And
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1 then what we're here to talk about today is Pure Water,

2 and this is our program that will convert recycled water

3 into drinking water.

4          So we have done a lot of work on proving the

5 technology, and this is definitely a safe, reliable, and

6 it would be a cost-effective approach to providing new

7 water supply for our city.

8          A little bit about our existing system:  This

9 graph, as you can see, starting here at the lower level,

10 started with the reservoir.  And whether that's from

11 local runoff or imported water, our water goes to the

12 reservoir, goes to a drinking water treatment plant, and

13 then it's delivered to all of our customers in their

14 homes and businesses.

15          Right now we have a little bit of water that

16 goes to a water reclamation plant, but the majority of

17 it is treated and discharged to the ocean.  Pure Water

18 will help close this water cycle by taking more of this

19 water, treating it, and taking it to the reclamation

20 plant, which, I'm going to talk about in a moment, is

21 being expanded, and from there it will go to a Pure

22 Water facility where it's treated to a very high

23 standard, nearly purified water, before being

24 reintroduced to the reservoir and continues the cycle

25 again.
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1          So we use at -- now, what I'm going to talk

2 about here is after recycled water.  So we're

3 starting -- consider this starting at the purple pipe.

4 We've already treated it to purple pipe standards, very

5 high-quality standards.

6          From there we have five additional treatment

7 processes before we transfer it to a reservoir.  I don't

8 know if they mean a whole lot to you, but I'll tell you

9 what they are.  They're ozonation -- you add ozone,

10 actually, to the water.  That helps clean it a bit --

11 biologically activated carbon -- that helps with further

12 filtration -- and then also membrane filtration, which

13 is like hollow straws that water molecules can pass

14 through but many other elements in the water cannot.

15 And then reverse osmosis is really the workhorse of this

16 train, and this is where water is pressed through

17 membranes at high pressure, and, essentially, the only

18 thing that can pass through that is water molecules.

19 But just to be safe, we also add UV light and advanced

20 oxidation, which is a chemical reaction which, if

21 anything was left in the water after reverse osmosis,

22 would kill anything in the water.

23          We've been running this demonstration facility

24 over at the North City Plant since 2011.  In the last

25 couple years, we added the first two elements of that
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1 treatment process.  We ran it for the majority of the

2 time with three treatment trains, which proved after

3 28,000 lab tests that we met or exceeded all state and

4 federal drinking water standards for that demonstration

5 water.  The water quality is absolutely exceptional.  In

6 fact, if you come take a tour, you can taste it

7 yourself, and tours are free to the public.

8          And then one of the major considerations is how

9 much energy are you going to use.  Well, think about how

10 far we bring water from out of our community.  We have

11 to pump that water over several mountain passes, and so

12 our energy use is going to be comparable to imported

13 water, maybe even less, and I'll tell you why in a

14 moment.

15          At the end of the program in 2035, we will be

16 producing a third of our city's water right here in the

17 county.  The first phase would produce 30 million

18 gallons per day, and that's what we're here to talk

19 about tonight, and that will be at the North City,

20 location, and it will transfer the water to the Miramar

21 Reservoir.

22          Phases 2 and 3, as you can see, would be new

23 facilities in the central area, and that water would

24 either go to Lake Murray or San Vicente and, if needed,

25 a new facility down in South Bay, which would then put
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1 the water to the Lower Otay Reservoir.

2          So Miramar, Murray, and Lower Otay is where the

3 City has their already existing three drinking water

4 treatment plants, which is, of course, an important

5 component of this process, is to be able to push the

6 water back through a drinking water treatment plant.

7          Today, though, what we're talking about is

8 Phase 1, North City, and Phase 1, North City, is

9 comprised of a new pump station essentially at the base

10 of the University of San Diego down there along Morena

11 Boulevard, and that will convey new wastewater because

12 we need to expand our water -- North City Water

13 Reclamation Plant, and then we'll build a new Pure Water

14 facility and then pump station and pipeline.  I have

15 more slides on those.  I'm not going to try to go over

16 it quickly.  I'll talk about them in a little more

17 detail.

18          What's not part of the scoping, but it's

19 important to know, is that because more solids will be

20 created, we're working to expand our Metro Biosolid

21 Center, working with a landfill to capture landfill

22 gases and create new generation of electricity.

23          Remember, I told you it would be comparable to

24 imported water?  With this cogen facility, we'd be able

25 to be using renewable energy right here in San Diego and
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1 not having -- we'll be able to reduce our need from

2 SDG&E.

3          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Will you be capturing methane

4 also from these plants and using that as an energy

5 source or not?

6          BRENT EIDSON:  Yeah, that's part of the cogen.

7          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Okay.

8          BRENT EIDSON:  So this is a little bit about

9 the schedule.  I know these are hard to read, but just

10 to give you a little sense, we've broken it down into,

11 you know, different facets that we need to do, from

12 outreach, to doing the environmental impact report,

13 regulatory approval, and then, of course, construction

14 of Phase 1.  And so as you see, we're here in 2016, and

15 we're out doing design and here starting the

16 environmental documents and talking with you tonight

17 about the scope of the plan.

18          First, let me give a little more detail about

19 the Morena Pump Station and Pipeline.  This will be a

20 brand new facility down along Morena Boulevard, and from

21 there we will have to construct two pipelines, one to

22 move wastewater up to North City Water Reclamation

23 Plant, which will be expanded, and then also a second

24 pipeline that will bring brine -- which is, you know, a

25 more concentrated byproduct of the treatment process --
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1 back down to Point Loma for further treatment.

2          As you can see from the slide here, that we

3 will also -- are cognizant of some very interested and

4 impactful areas, including environmentally sensitive

5 areas and high-traffic areas that we may be doing

6 trenches, construction, to avoid those.

7          That Morena Pump Station and Pipeline will

8 transfer that water to the existing North City Water

9 Reclamation Plant, which, as we mentioned earlier, is

10 where we treat our water to purple pipe standards, and

11 then that will be expanded to allow for the expansion

12 of -- to allow for the continued distribution of

13 recycled water to our existing customers, as well as

14 accounting for the new Pure Water Facility that's going

15 to need product -- or source water, I should say.

16          So if you've been to the North City Plant --

17 hopefully, you have -- you've seen that -- this might

18 mean something to you, but right now we have our Pure

19 Water demonstration facility right here.  Just to orient

20 you, this is Interstate 805 northbound, and then this is

21 eastbound Miramar Road.

22          So we have our existing demonstration facility,

23 which, again, I really encourage you to come take a tour

24 of, but this is the new type of outline of where the new

25 structures will be in order to expand the plant to allow
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1 for the new amount of water we're going to need for Pure

2 Water.

3          Across the street on property that the City

4 already owns is where the new Pure Water Facility will

5 be located.  This is the facility that will have that

6 five-step advanced treatment process we spoke about

7 earlier.

8          Once that water has been purified, then, at

9 this facility, we will be constructing a pump station --

10 again, those are the steps, sorry.  You've already seen

11 that -- we'll be constructing a pump station right

12 on-site that will then help to convey the water through

13 a new pipeline the eight miles out to Miramar Reservoir.

14          Again, as we mentioned, on Morena Boulevard

15 Pump Station, we will be doing some mitigation of

16 high-impact areas through either microtunneling or

17 trenchless construction.

18          At the Miramar Reservoir, then, we will have to

19 build a small dechlorination facility, and that is so

20 that we have dechlorinated water going in at the pump

21 station at the new purifying facility.  We will add

22 chlorine to make sure that nothing -- that the water is

23 safe as it travels those eight miles, and then you

24 dechlorinate it.  And then it will be entered into the

25 lake through an underwater pipeline, and that is
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1 necessary for us to be able to have the water enter at

2 the point of the lake where we need it to enter.

3          So we're also committed to sustainability.  I

4 mentioned a bit about the cogeneration where we'll be

5 able to have renewable energy that will be providing the

6 power for this facility, but we're also going to meet

7 silver certification for our facilities, and we'll be

8 doing waste aversion and recycling of our construction

9 materials.  And at the end, this will provide us with,

10 as we said, safe, reliable, and sustainable water

11 supply.

12          To give you -- I didn't tell you earlier, but

13 the first phase is 30 million gallons per day.  The

14 total all in both phases will be 83 million gallons per

15 day, and that will get you to your third.  So the 30 is

16 about a 15 percent water supply for our city.

17          Over the years we've been working hard with our

18 stakeholders and our community to get support.  As you

19 can see here, we've been able to get a lot of

20 organizations, both from the environmental community as

21 well as from business groups and education and other

22 water agencies, to support the Pure Water Program.

23          So with that, that concludes my portion of the

24 presentation, and I'll turn it back over to Mark, who

25 will talk about --
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1          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Will you take any questions

2 at this point?

3          MARK BRUNETTE:  Actually, what we'd like to do

4 is get into the public comment, and possibly at the end

5 of that, at the end of the meeting, we might be able to

6 answer some questions, or put some questions on your

7 comment form, but we'd like to get into public comment

8 right now, so I'd say hold your questions until

9 afterwards.

10          Well, thank you for the presentation and

11 overview of the project.  I will now open up the meeting

12 to public comment.  Please remember that all comments

13 are limited to three minutes.

14          So, I guess, if you want to come up to the

15 microphone here, anyone who wants to speak.

16          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yeah, my name is David

17 Feather.  I live in Scripps Ranch.

18          You want my address?

19          MARK BRUNETTE:  Please.

20          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  9899 Caminito Rogelio,

21 San Diego, 92131.

22          And I have a question for Brent, and it's

23 basically -- the full process starts with the purple

24 pipe process, followed by a Pure Water process, and my

25 question is:  Is that identical process and the steps in
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1 it being followed by any other community, and if, what

2 communities?

3          BRENT EIDSON:  Sure.  Orange County has a large

4 hundred-million-gallon-per-day facility that uses the

5 three treatment steps.  So they start with recycled

6 water, as we would, and then they go with

7 microfiltration, reverse osmosis, and then UV with

8 advanced oxidation.  So Orange county uses the three

9 treatment steps, and then they go and deliver it in --

10 with their product water in a groundwater basin.

11          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  An aquifer.

12          BRENT EIDSON:  In the aquifer, which we don't

13 have, as I mentioned earlier, and so we are going

14 through a reservoir.

15          So in working with the State regulators, we've

16 come to a path forward where we're adding these two

17 additional treatment steps at the front end, and that's

18 why it's not exactly the same.  We're actually giving

19 more treatment than anybody else.

20          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  But it hasn't been proven on

21 an industrial scale.  In other words, we're not

22 replicating something that Orange County did.

23          BRENT EIDSON:  It's --

24          MARK BRUNETTE:  If I can interrupt, the purpose

25 of the meeting is really to focus on comments, on issues
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1 you'd like the EIR to cover.  So let's try to focus on

2 those comments, and then possibly at the end of the --

3 again, at the end of the meeting, if we have time, maybe

4 some questions can be answered, but let's focus on

5 comments.

6          And I can give you the mike, but I don't know

7 if it's --

8          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That's fine.  Wes Danskin,

9 10387 Rue Finisterre, 92131.  I'd like the EIR to

10 address other places in the world where an identical

11 system has been used, if any.

12          MARK BRUNETTE:  Okay.  Thank you.

13          And were there other comments?

14          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Have you all done a cost

15 analysis as to whether it is cheaper purifying all of

16 the water to a high degree or putting in separate

17 pipelines for irrigation purposes versus potable water

18 that you -- because most people -- more of the water is

19 used for irrigation than it is for household tasks.

20          MARK BRUNETTE:  That's certainly something that

21 we're taking down in the record and we'll look at.

22 We're not going to answer questions --

23          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I understand that.

24          MARK BRUNETTE:  -- here today, but that comment

25 is noted --
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1          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Okay.

2          MARK BRUNETTE:  -- and staff will look at that

3 issue.

4          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Can I amplify on that?  I'd

5 like the EIR -- my name is Wally Wulfeck.  I am the

6 chair of the Scripps Ranch Planning Group.  My address

7 is 12517 Fairbrook Road, 92131.

8          I would like the EIR alternatives to consider

9 expanding the purple pipe program and, alternatively,

10 also analyzing the negative consequences of reducing

11 support for the purple pipe program that has been the

12 stated policy for the past several years of the water

13 department.

14          Here in Scripps Ranch, we have -- a simple

15 1-mile extension down Miramar Road would open up the

16 availability of recycled water to a large number of

17 public City-owned parks, as well a bunch of

18 HOA-maintained open space areas.

19          It makes no sense to purify water completely

20 and then spray it on grass, so the EIR needs to analyze

21 quite carefully the impacts on the purple pipe program

22 as an alternative to this.  It should be included as

23 part of the program in order to expand it.

24          One other comment is, please consider an

25 alternative route for the pipeline from -- instead of
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1 under Miramar Road.  Instead, consider going through

2 Carroll Canyon, the Corley area, that is expected over

3 the next several years to become a major housing

4 development.  So it would be much smarter to put that

5 new -- the new pipes under the to-be-constructed Carroll

6 Canyon Road rather than digging up Miramar Road once

7 again.

8          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.

9          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Hi.  My name is Ruth Feather.

10 I live at 9899 Caminito Rogelio in San Diego, 9213l, in

11 Scripps Ranch here.

12          What precautions have been taken in the event

13 of a power outage like we had in 2011 when we had --

14 when all -- we had a terrible power outage.  What

15 precautions are taken at these various facilities?

16          So if the pumps go down for untreated water or

17 water that isn't treated properly coming into homes,

18 will all the water just stop, or is untreated water

19 that's not purified totally coming into our homes and

20 therefore polluting all of our pipes, our homes?  What's

21 the plan on that?

22          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.

23          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  My name is Larry Peranich.  I

24 live at 11745 La Colina Road, San Diego, California,

25 92131.
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1          My main concern is about this -- while I

2 support the project, from an environmental standpoint,

3 I'd like to make sure that electrical usage is

4 minimized, if at all possible; therefore, I'm assuming

5 the alternative out to San Vicente Reservoir would use

6 more electricity for pumping than Miramar.  If that's

7 the case, I'd support the Miramar Reservoir plan.  So

8 that's my main concern.

9          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.

10          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Hi, I'm Greg Lichtenstein,

11 live at 12265 Rue Cheaumont, 92131.

12          And I don't see in the health and safety

13 section here anybody addressing the issue of antibiotics

14 in water.  You mentioned that were downstream from 400

15 waste treatment sites.  So as you know, people excrete

16 antibiotics through urine and feces that they've been

17 given.  There's a concern about increasing antibiotic

18 resistence in bacteria.  I'm just wondering how

19 effective, maybe, reverse osmosis is at removing the

20 antibiotics so we don't keep recycling, recycling,

21 recycling those contents.

22          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.

23          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  John Todd, 11122 Promesa

24 Drive, San Diego, 92124.

25          And for years we've been reading about how the
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1 City of San Diego has failed to meet water quality

2 standards for the discharge into the ocean.

3          What assurances are we going to have that they

4 are going to suddenly be able to meet the standards that

5 are called for in this project?

6          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.  Any other comments?

7          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Wes Danskin, 10387 Rue

8 Finisterre, 92131.

9          I'd like a robust field trial with measurable

10 tracers in Miramar Lake to document the mixing that is

11 believed to occur.

12          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.

13          Is there anyone else who wanted to make a

14 verbal comment?

15          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Dave Feather again,

16 9899 Caminito Rogelio, San Diego 92131.

17          I'm sure this is answered, but for my

18 edification if it hasn't been, could you please compare

19 the cost per acre-foot of this process, total, from --

20 beginning with purple -- or including purple pipe step,

21 followed by the Pure Water step -- what's its total

22 cost, fully loaded -- with the Poseidon cost up in

23 Carlsbad.

24          MARK BRUNETTE:  Okay.

25          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I don't have a clue how they
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1 stack up.

2          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you for your comment.

3 We've got that on record.  Thank you.

4          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thank you.

5          MARK BRUNETTE:  Were there any other comments?

6          Doesn't look like it.  You also have the -- you

7 can do written comments over at the table there if you'd

8 like.

9          Again, thank you very much for your comments,

10 and, again, no one else wishes to speak or offer a

11 comment?

12          Okay.  Seeing that there's no other members of

13 the public that want to speak to the item, I'm going to

14 go ahead and close this meeting and make a few closing

15 remarks.

16          This closes the public environmental scoping

17 meeting for the Pure Water San Diego Program North City

18 Project.  Your input will be transcribed, considered by

19 City staff for use in the scope of the EIR, and included

20 as part of the official record for the document.

21          Speakers and commenters who provided their

22 contact information will also be placed on the

23 notification list for further environmental review

24 actions related to the project.  So if you haven't put

25 your name on the sign-in sheet, please do so before you
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1 leave, and you'll receive future notices.

2          I would also like to remind everyone that this

3 is just the start of the environmental review process

4 and opportunities for public input.  There will be other

5 opportunities to provide comments on the project, such

6 as during public review of the draft environmental

7 document and in any further public hearings on the

8 project.

9          Thank you for taking the time to participate in

10 the meeting, and have a great evening.  Thank you.

11         (The proceedings concluded at 6:38 p.m.)

12                        *   *   *

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



PURE WATER SAN DIEGO PROGRAM     NORTH CITY PROJECT - PUBLIC MEETING August 23, 2016

BARRETT REPORTING, INC. (888) 740-1100 www.barrettreporting.com

27

1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA  )

                     )

2 COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO  )

3

4          I, Julia Lennan, a Certified Shorthand Reporter

5 for the State of California, No. 12843, and Registered

6 Professional Reporter, No. 8269, do hereby certify:

7          That the foregoing proceedings were reported

8 stenographically by me and later transcribed through

9 computer-aided transcription under my direction and that

10 the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings taken

11 at that time.

12          I do further certify that I am in no way

13 interested in the outcome of this action or connected

14 with or related to any of the parties in this action or

15 to their respective counsel.

16          In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand

17 this 2nd day of September, 2016.

18

19                        _________________________________

20                        JULIA LENNAN, RPR, CSR NO. 12843
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1               AUGUST 25, 2016 - 6:35 P.M.

2                  SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

3

4          MARK BRUNETTE:  Good evening, everyone.  I'm

5 going to go ahead and get started.

6          Thank you all for coming to the environmental

7 impact report public meeting for the Pure Water Program

8 North City Project.  My name is Mark Brunette.  I'm a

9 senior environmental planner in the City of San Diego's

10 Development Services Department.

11          These meetings are referred to as EIR scoping

12 meetings and are for the purpose of helping to define

13 the scope of work for the EIR.  The City's environmental

14 review staff scheduled this meeting to gather public

15 input prior to the preparation of the project's

16 environmental documents.

17          Environmental review staff are required by the

18 City's municipal code to provide the public and decision

19 makers with independently prepared environmental

20 documents which disclose impacts to the physical

21 environment.  This information is used by decision

22 makers as part of the deliberative process in approving

23 or denying a project.  The environmental document does

24 not recommend approval or denial but is provided as

25 information on the environmental impacts of a project.
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1          I'm going to go through a few comments about

2 how we'll be conducting the meeting this evening.  First

3 I'm going to provide a brief description of the project,

4 followed by a short presentation by the Applicant.

5          This meeting is designed to get as much public

6 input on areas that need to be addressed in the EIR in

7 the time allotted; therefore, each speaker is asked to

8 introduce themselves, state their address, and complete

9 their comments within three minutes.

10          This entire meeting, if we end up having a lot

11 of people, would last approximately an hour and a half

12 and would end at 8:00 p.m.  If after the people who are

13 here who comment have no more comments and there is no

14 one left, we will end the meeting early.

15          In addition to verbal comments which are being

16 recorded, there are forms available on the table over

17 here from the City upon which you can provide written

18 comments.  We will need to have these comment forms

19 submitted to City staff by the close of meeting, or you

20 can mail the completed form with your comments to the

21 address listed on the back page.  It is a three-fold

22 sheet of paper, two-sided, so all you have to do is put

23 a stamp on it, and you can mail it directly to me

24          Please remember to put your name and address on

25 the sign-in sheet before you leave the meeting if you
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1 would like to receive the notice of availability of the

2 draft EIR, and if you have an email address, go ahead

3 and put that on in place of your street address because

4 we can email the public notice which will have a link to

5 the EIR later on.

6          Please refrain from conducting a debate on the

7 merits of the project at this meeting, as this is not

8 the purpose of tonight's gathering.  Rather, please

9 focus your comments on those environmental impacts you

10 would like thoroughly analyzed in the project's

11 environmental document.

12          Lastly, I will be acting as a moderator and

13 timekeeper for the duration of the meeting and,

14 therefore, would respectfully request that you yield

15 when notified that your three minutes are up.

16          Thank you for your patience, and we'll begin

17 with a project description and then a brief description

18 by the Applicant.  And I also need to mention we have a

19 Spanish interpreter here.  Just let us know if you need

20 the interpreter to help you out.

21          This meeting is being conducted in accordance

22 with CEQA for the Pure Water Program's North City

23 Project.  Today is Thursday, August 25th, 2016.  It's a

24 little after 6:30 p.m.

25          The Bureau of Reclamation and the City of
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1 San Diego will prepare a joint Environmental Impact

2 Report/Environmental Impact Statement to evaluate the

3 effects of the North City Project, the first phase of

4 the Pure Water San Diego Program or Pure Water Program.

5          The Pure Water Program is a water and

6 wastewater facilities plan to produce potable water from

7 recycled water.  The Pure Water Program consists of the

8 design and construction of new advanced water treatment

9 facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, pump

10 stations, and pipelines.

11          The proposed project will expand the existing

12 North City Water Reclamation Plant and construct an

13 adjacent North City Pure Water facility with a purified

14 water pipeline to Miramar Reservoir.  A project

15 alternative would install a longer pipeline to deliver

16 product water to the larger San Vicente Reservoir

17          Other project components include a new pump

18 station and force main to deliver additional wastewater

19 to the North City Water Reclamation Plant, a brine

20 discharge pipeline, and upgrades to the existing

21 Metropolitan Biosolids Center to accommodate additional

22 biosolids from the increased treatment capacity at the

23 North City Water Reclamation Plant.

24          A new electrical transmission line is proposed

25 connecting the North City Water Reclamation Plant to the
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1 future cogeneration facility at the Metropolitan

2 Biosolids Center to deliver power for North City Project

3 components.  The electrical transmission line would

4 cross Marine Corps Air Station Miramar and will require

5 approval by the United States Marine Corps.

6          With that, I'm going to turn over the

7 microphone to the Public Utilities Department staff, and

8 they'll give a brief presentation.

9          AMY DORMAN:  Thank you.  Good evening.  My name

10 is Army Dorman, and I'm with Public Utilities, and I'll

11 go through this quick presentation to give you an

12 overview of our program.  These first few slides give

13 you some information about the systems that we operate,

14 as well as the key drivers as to why we have embarked on

15 this Pure Water Program.

16          So Public Utilities operates both a water and

17 wastewater system.  On the water side, we serve

18 1.3 million customers, primarily within the city of

19 San Diego, and on the wastewater side, our service area

20 is much larger.  It not only serves the City, but also

21 12 other agencies in the region, where we collect their

22 wastewater and treat it at Point Loma.

23          Operating and maintaining a system requires a

24 large capital investment to keep them in proper working

25 order.  We spent over 800 million in the last five years
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1 to maintain and keep them in proper working function.

2 On an annual basis, the single largest line item on our

3 annual budget is the cost of imported water.  In this

4 past year, we spent over $200 million on imported water

5 purchases.

6          We have historically relied heavily on imported

7 water.  About 85 percent of the water that we need is

8 imported to San Diego, and we are at the far downstream

9 end of the line, and so as a result of this, we are

10 using water that has already been used and reused

11 hundreds of times over by the communities who are

12 upstream of us.

13          And so with that heavy dependence on imported

14 water comes a variety of challenges.  First, there are

15 court-ordered restrictions that limit how much we can

16 pump from the Bay Delta.  The pumps have to be shut off

17 a couple times a year, and that's in order to protect

18 the environment in that region.

19          Also, earthquakes are a threat to the

20 infrastructure that delivers our water.  If one was

21 large enough, it could interrupt the aqueduct supplies

22 to our region.  And also the cost of the water has

23 tripled since the year 2000, and there aren't any signs

24 of that rate of increase slowing.

25          And then, finally, we are in our fifth year of
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1 drought.  Our drought cycles are seeming to last longer

2 with shorter breaks in between.  This last winter we did

3 get normal rainfall; however, as early as May, the State

4 reported that our snowpack levels were already far below

5 normal levels, so we're still in the thick of a drought.

6          So San Diego's approach is to develop a variety

7 of local supplies, and conservation is one that we've

8 actively done for the last -- well, the City has had a

9 program in place for the last 30 years, and San Diegans

10 have really embraced some of those principles.  So in

11 1990 our water consumption was actually higher than it

12 is now, and so that's a result of people changing out

13 their plumbing fixtures and replacing their turf for

14 more drought-tolerant landscape.

15          And then moving to desal, last year the

16 region's first desal plant began operating up in

17 Carlsbad, and it's run by the County Water Authority,

18 and at a 50 MGD capacity, it serves about 7 percent of

19 the County's water needs.  And we are studying the

20 potential we have for groundwater supply; however, our

21 basins are limited.

22          In the late '90s, we began recycling more

23 water, providing it to mostly irrigation and industrial

24 customers who use it for nondrinking purposes, and now

25 we would like to implement Pure Water.



PURE WATER SAN DIEGO PROGRAM     NORTH CITY PROJECT - PUBLIC MEETING August 25, 2016

BARRETT REPORTING, INC. (888) 740-1100 www.barrettreporting.com

10

1          So what is Pure Water?  It's a local supply

2 concept that's safe.  It's based on proven technology.

3 The technology is capable of producing water --

4          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Are we not getting pure water

5 now?

6          AMY DORMAN:  No, we're not getting it now.

7          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  So it's polluted water or

8 what is it?  What kind of water do we get?

9          MARK BRUNETTE:  Actually, if she can finish her

10 presentation, and then --

11          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I don't want her to -- I want

12 a factual presentation, not a presentation --

13          MARK BRUNETTE:  Okay.  Well --

14          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  -- that leans us one way or

15 another.

16          MARK BRUNETTE:  If we can just let her finish

17 her presentation, and then you can make comments when

18 she's done.  Thank you.

19          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Okay.

20          AMY DORMAN:  So in addition to being safe, Pure

21 Water is reliable.  It's something that would be

22 available in both normal rainfall years, as well as

23 drought years, and it's cost-effective.

24          So we currently operate a primarily single-use

25 system where we treat the water, provide it to our
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1 customers, and then we take their wastewater and treat

2 it at Point Loma, after which it's discharged to the

3 ocean.

4          We are able to recycle a small portion of that

5 water.  About 8 percent of our total water need is

6 recycled for those nondrinking purposes that I described

7 earlier, but, again, that's only 8 percent of our total

8 need.  And with Pure Water, we will be able to purify

9 that recycled water so that it's safe to put back in our

10 water supply reservoirs, and then we can complete that

11 cycle and be able to utilize all of our recycled water.

12          So Pure Water is based on proven technology.

13 We would treat the water to a tertiary level and then

14 subject it to this five-step treatment process:  It

15 starts with ozonation.  It's followed by biological

16 filtration, then membrane filtration, reverse osmosis,

17 and UV.  And the purpose of using these treatment steps

18 one after another is to just make sure that no

19 contaminants are able to get through.

20          And so we have a 1 million-gallon-a-day test

21 facility.  It's up at our North City Reclamation Plant.

22 We've been testing the technology for the last five

23 years.  Through that extensive testing, we've done

24 numerous lab tests.  Samples have been analyzed at

25 outside labs, and the results all show that the water
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1 has exceptional quality.

2          So Pure Water is a program that we're going to

3 implement in phases from now to 2035, and by that time

4 our plan is to produce 83 million gallons a day, and

5 that will be a third of our need.  In Phase 1, which is

6 the subject of this EIR, we'll be delivering the first

7 30 MGD by 2021, and the focus is all at North City.  The

8 remaining 53 will come from a combination of facilities

9 located in the central and southern parts of the city,

10 and in those phases we'll be utilizing other City

11 reservoirs, Lake Murray and Lower Otay, and their

12 adjacent treatment plants.

13          And so this slide just gives you a closer view

14 of the Phase 1 facilities.  It will start with the

15 Morena Pump Station, which will be located near Morena

16 Boulevard and Friars Road.  We'll be building a new

17 wastewater pump station, as well as an 11-mile force

18 main, to send additional wastewater to North City.

19          We have an existing 3 million-gallon a day

20 reclamation plant.  We're going to expand that so we can

21 continue to serve our purple pipe customers, as well as

22 to provide recycled water to the new purification

23 facility across the street.  And this will house that

24 five-step purification process to purify the water, and

25 then it will be conveyed to our Miramar Reservoir about
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1 8 miles away.

2          In addition to our Phase 1 Pure Water

3 facilities, we'll also be building a cogen facility next

4 to our Metro Biosolids Center, and this facility will

5 take landfill gas and generate about 16 megawatts of

6 power, and a portion of that will be transmitted to

7 North City to support our new purification plant.

8          And this gives you a high-level look at our

9 schedule.  We are currently in design.  All of our

10 projects completed preliminary design last calendar

11 year.  Design is scheduled to complete in mid-2018 and

12 then construction to start in early 2019 and be

13 completed it 2021.

14          So these next slides walk you through the

15 individual projects.  Again, Morena, our new pump

16 station, would be located off of Friars Road.  We'll

17 build an 11-mile pipeline to convey the wastewater up to

18 North City, and then we'll also be taking waste from the

19 purification process and bringing it back down to bypass

20 that pump station so that it doesn't just recirculate.

21          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Can I ask you something while

22 you're on that slide?

23          So is that the same -- you're going to have two

24 separate pipes next to each other, one will be pumping

25 north -- everything north, and the other will be pumping
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1 south?

2          AMY DORMAN:  Correct, two separate pipelines.

3          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  And how far apart are they

4 separated?

5          MARK BRUNETTE:  Again, I want to try to wait on

6 questions.  This is really intended that she does her

7 presentation, and then what I would suggest is that you

8 can pose those questions in the comments when we have

9 the comment period.

10          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  But questions won't be part

11 of the limitation on our comments, would it?

12          MARK BRUNETTE:  No, no.  I'm just saying --

13          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Okay.  So we're going to have

14 a comment -- or a question period and then a comment

15 period.

16          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  How are we going to know what

17 to comment on if we can't --

18          MARK BRUNETTE:  Well, actually, this isn't set

19 up to be a dialogue and to be a question --

20          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  It should be.

21          MARK BRUNETTE:  -- and answer.

22          Well, I understand.  That's the way it's set

23 up, and we're here to take input from you.  If there's

24 time at the end of the meeting and if Public Utilities

25 staff is available -- they may be available to answer
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1 questions, but, again, the intent is for you to provide

2 input for things that should be analyzed in the EIR.  So

3 let's let her finish her --

4          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I mean, we've got to know

5 what's going on if we're going to make a comment, and

6 without -- you know, Ms. Knight asked how many -- you

7 look at the diagram, there's only one pipe.

8          MARK BRUNETTE:  Okay.  Well, again, I want to

9 stay focused on letting her finish her presentation, and

10 then I'll open it up to comments.

11          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Questions.

12          AMY DORMAN:  Okay.  So on to our North City

13 Reclamation Plant.  We will be expanding it from its

14 current capacity, again, to continue supporting purple

15 pipe demand and to provide tertiary feed water to the

16 purification plant.

17          This is a preliminary site layout of the

18 expansion.  We will be building new basins, new filters,

19 a pump station, and purifier.  So it's quite complex,

20 and we'll be carefully planning the sequencing of the

21 construction just to ensure that the plant maintains

22 operations at all times.

23          Across the street the Department owns a vacant

24 parcel of land, and this will be the site for our future

25 purification plant.  It will be equipped with that
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1 five-step purification process.  Again, those are ozone,

2 biological filtration, membrane filters, RO, and UV with

3 advanced oxidation.

4          The purified water will be conveyed to our

5 Miramar Reservoir through a 30 MGD pump station located

6 adjacent to the purification plants, and it also entails

7 an 8-mile pipeline through Miramar Road and makes its

8 way up to Scripps Ranch to our Miramar Reservoir.

9          The last mile or so of the pipeline will

10 actually be installed within the reservoir, and the

11 intent is to release the water at the west end -- or,

12 I'm sorry, the east end, and this is to maximize the

13 time the water is in the reservoir, as well as maximize

14 blending with other supplies to the reservoir.  We

15 actually take water out on the west end of the lake.

16          So Pure Water is sustainable.  Our buildings

17 will be LEED certified, and during construction we'll be

18 recycling our construction waste.

19          Just one last thing:  Pure Water has received

20 broad support over the years.  These are the logos of

21 organizations that have come together in organized

22 support of the program.  There are about 30

23 organizations shown here.  So we have environmental

24 community -- so groups like the Audubon Society and

25 Coastkeeper -- along with the building industry and the
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1 Taxpayers Association and many others.

2          So if you would like more information, you can

3 visit our Web site at purewatersd.org or follow us on

4 social media.  So that concludes the formal

5 presentation.

6          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you for the presentation

7 and overview of the project.  I'll now open up the

8 meeting to public comment.  Please remember that all

9 comments are limited to three minutes.

10          And I'm going to stress again, you can ask

11 questions, but we're not going to answer them at this

12 time.  They will be recorded, and you can also do

13 written comments, which will be given to staff preparing

14 the document.

15          And, again, this is the first step in the

16 process.  You'll have many more opportunities to -- you

17 know, if you put yourself on the list, you will get a

18 copy of the draft document, and you can comment on that

19 as well.  So, again, just focus on comments.  You can

20 put questions in there, but we're not going to answer

21 those tonight.

22          So I can either bring the microphone to you, or

23 if we could come up here.  What would you prefer?

24          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  (Robert C. Leif) I prefer to

25 go up there.
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1          MARK BRUNETTE:  Okay.

2          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  This is a typical PR, rather

3 than scientific engineering, meeting.  It's not been

4 peer reviewed.  It should have been given as a seminar

5 over at our major universities, a quick chemistry

6 department would be fine.

7          I will now go that each member of your reverse

8 osmosis array needs to have its own conductance

9 detector.  You need a PhD biomedical engineer,

10 microbiologist, and molecular geneticist, someone well

11 trained, postdoctoral training, to actually run this

12 thing and have direct reporting rights to the mayor and

13 council because it's a quality issue.

14          Now, you've never -- you talked about data, but

15 you don't show it.  What we need to know is what's the

16 chemistry of the present raw input, primarily from the

17 Colorado River, the existing method being applied to the

18 present raw input, the present raw input after the new

19 purification method, recycled water starting material,

20 recycled water after the new purification method, and

21 the competing Poseidon water.  Without that data no one

22 can make any rational decision.

23          We have a problem with the farm industry.

24 Presently, they're discharging, as they should, to the

25 ocean.  There are certain things you can get away with.
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1 Now, if you take that water and put it into the recycled

2 water, I don't know, and I don't think anyone knows

3 either.

4          By the way, in your assays it will be

5 interesting to see how you measure your coliforms, what

6 DNA you had in there, and all sorts of wonderful things

7 in molecular biology, which I don't think you have

8 anyone -- any real knowledge to do.

9          And, also, the methane production is poor.  I

10 realize it's the only way you can do coproduction now,

11 but that has to eventually stop because the methane is

12 such a rotten stuff when it comes to absorbing infrared

13 light.  It's much worse than Co2.

14          Do you have any questions, sir?  Or I would put

15 it this way:  This is not a good way to have a

16 discussion.

17          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.

18          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Hello.  My name is Ray

19 Paulson, and a few comments.

20          MARK BRUNETTE:  Could you also do your address

21 as well.

22          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Address?

23          MARK BRUNETTE:  Yeah.

24          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  My address is 6369 Caminito

25 Marcial, San Diego, 92111.
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1          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.

2          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I'm a registered professional

3 mechanical engineer and also environmental engineer.

4          Back in 2001 the City of San Diego did a study

5 on sewage treatment to tap.  The engineer told the

6 medical team he needed a microbiologist and those type

7 professionals to certify what was in the water before he

8 could design the system to treat it.

9          And they got some folks from UCSD medical team

10 and the research scientists up there, and they came back

11 with a comment that they couldn't certify what was in

12 the water.  They knew what they could measure for and

13 the micro bacteria-type and virus-type stuff.  They knew

14 what they could look for with their instrumentation, but

15 they couldn't guarantee there wasn't other things in the

16 water.

17          In other words, the instrument you're looking

18 with is limited.  In life we're discovering this every

19 day, and so how -- what's the smallest diameter bug you

20 could have could not be answered.  What's the spectrum,

21 you know, that we can measure for, it couldn't answered.

22 What they did say was that for what we can measure, we

23 can tell you what's in there based on our current

24 knowledge.  So with that information the PE said, "I

25 can't PE stamp a water treatment system for treating



PURE WATER SAN DIEGO PROGRAM     NORTH CITY PROJECT - PUBLIC MEETING August 25, 2016

BARRETT REPORTING, INC. (888) 740-1100 www.barrettreporting.com

21

1 things that are unknown to the medical community."

2          How has this changed?  Things evolve all the

3 time.  Like antibiotics work, and then ten years later

4 they don't work because bugs evolve around treatment

5 systems, and they evolve in diameter size for treatment.

6 That's one big concern, and I haven't seen any data

7 speaking to this.

8          When Orange County came down -- they've done

9 this for some time, sewage to tap -- we've asked the

10 same questions, and the engineer stalled and would not

11 answer the questions, and they would not provide us

12 data.

13          I think the City of San Diego -- I worked there

14 years ago as a student engineer.  Often things get

15 rubber stamped in one district, and we start to assume

16 they'll work in another district, and so we start to

17 then -- we just assume things, and we don't check things

18 out in enough detail.

19          The other concern is, you have -- if you take a

20 good toxicology class at UCSD, you'll find that the

21 medical teams will tell you they're discovering the

22 results of poisons -- there's a lot of neat poisons out

23 there, and when you have toilet to tap, every household

24 is an uncontrolled source of potential sabotage of your

25 water system.
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1          And so there's been instances where the KKK and

2 other terrorist groups -- like I know we have ISIS

3 today.  They're not real happy people, and they do

4 things, and in our classes what they discussed were

5 plans that terrorists have had to disrupt water supplies

6 in the past, and it's very clever what they do, and it's

7 very micro.  It's below nano size in delivery systems,

8 sometimes encapsulated in something so it won't

9 dissolve, or it'll stay in solution, but filters can't

10 catch it.  So it's an order of magnitude below nano to

11 get through a water treatment system.  So you face an

12 issue there because you've closed the loop.

13          MARK BRUNETTE:  Sir, if you can kind of wrap up

14 your comments.

15          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yeah.  So those are two

16 issues.  The third issue is, when you have -- global

17 warming is not going away.  I work for the Navy today,

18 and sea rise is an issue.  It's not going to turn around

19 overnight because of the carbon released from the ocean

20 is delayed 20 years, and we haven't reduced our

21 combustion to date, so drought is going to be a reality

22 for a while.

23          So what's filling our aquifers now, if you

24 count on treating it with any method, your treatment --

25 your reject water, your evaporation, your waterline
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1 leaks, you get about a 50 percent loss when you go to

2 treat.  So you can't make up a hundred percent, and

3 you're using a diminishing supply.

4          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you for your comments,

5 sir.  We're going to have to wrap this up.

6          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Well, I'm wrapping up.

7          So it looks to be a waste of taxpayer monies to

8 recycle sewage water, even if you could do it

9 successfully, because you have diminishing supply.

10          What's promising and what the Navy is looking

11 at is saltwater to tap because of the new graphene.

12 Graphene is a new super material.  Oak Ridge National

13 Lab now has new RO filters with significantly reduced

14 energy --

15          MARK BRUNETTE:  I ask you to put the rest of it

16 in written comments and --

17          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  -- for treating saltwater to

18 tap --

19          MARK BRUNETTE:  -- three minutes each.

20          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  -- which would -- where the

21 money would be well spent for ensuring we have water

22 security; otherwise, we may not.  So there -- you can

23 face major litigation on this choice for sewage to tap

24 in these different ways.

25          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you, sir.
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1          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Deborah Knight.  I'm the

2 executive director of Friends of Rose Canyon, and one of

3 the reasons why I was interested in asking questions is

4 that my concerns relate to the physical construction

5 required for this since it's an area we work on, Rose

6 Canyon and the Rose Creek Watershed.

7          And a lot of the facilities that you are

8 building, the force main -- the two force mains, as it

9 turns out, cross Rose Canyon, and I certainly have

10 questions about where they're chosen to cross Rose

11 Canyon, Genesee, as opposed to going underground at

12 Miramar.

13          Also, I hadn't realized that they were going to

14 construct -- I know they're going to construct more

15 facilities adjacent to the current plant that actually

16 drains directly into Penasquitos Lagoon.  So that's a

17 concern.

18          And for the other -- the new facility on the

19 vacant property is a property that we've actually worked

20 to get protected in the past.  Now I see something is

21 going to be built there, but that also -- that is in the

22 Rose Creek Watershed.

23          So there's a lot of construction going through

24 and adjacent to the Rose Creek Watershed, and if I can't

25 find out specific details about that, it's pretty
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1 difficult to comment on anything.  You know, as I said,

2 I didn't even know there were two -- you know, there

3 were two mains.  Where exactly are they going?  Now I

4 see a map.  What are the other alternatives?

5          But I need to have some kind of information in

6 order to make intelligent comments, suggestions,

7 alternatives around the physical construction of

8 facilities that will be required for this.  Is there

9 anywhere to get those?  Is there someone I can call and

10 ask those -- an engineer or someone I can call and ask

11 those questions of?

12          MARK BRUNETTE:  We'll see at the end of the

13 meeting if we can --

14          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That would be helpful.

15          MARK BRUNETTE:  -- give you a contact.  I think

16 the other thing is, you will also have a chance to

17 comment on the draft EIR, which will go into much more

18 detail and --

19          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Right, but once you're in --

20 once they've spent hundreds of thousands of dollars

21 doing the draft EIR, they're not likely to consider

22 options the way they are at this point.  And the whole

23 purpose of this point is to be able to make intelligent

24 recommendations or suggested alternatives, and my

25 experience is once you get the draft EIR, you're -- the
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1 horse is, you know, out of the barn, and legitimately

2 so.  You've spent a huge amount of money, and this is

3 obviously going to be hugely expensive, the draft EIR.

4 So I don't want to end up having to, you know, do this

5 at a point way further down the line.  I'd much rather

6 be able to get the actual information and make some --

7 have intelligent discussions at this point in the

8 process.

9          MARK BRUNETTE:  And I hear what you're saying,

10 and as I said, we'll see if we can put you in touch with

11 someone at the end of the meeting.  All of your comments

12 have been recorded and will be given to the preparers of

13 the EIR, but I'll see you at the end of the meeting and

14 see if we could put you in touch with someone.

15          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thank you.

16          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.

17          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Scott Andrews, 4745 Del Mar.

18          I've heard that we need to resubmit our

19 comments.  I object to that.  I refuse to do that.  They

20 should be part of the record.  It's the same project.

21 It's just been phased, but in the interest of

22 brotherhood, sisterhood, transgenderhood, I'm presenting

23 our -- the large mass of our scientific documents to you

24 in hard copies, but I want assurance that our prior

25 comments by email and verbal testimony are still in the
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1 record.  Shouldn't have to submit those twice.

2          Are you asking for a permanent Clean Water Act

3 waiver?  You're leaving basic facts out of your

4 promotional material.  We need to know that.

5          Is the EIR for Phase 1 only?  You can answer

6 that right now.

7          MARK BRUNETTE:  It is.

8          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Okay.  Then we --

9 contraindicated to phase an EIR on a massive project of

10 this scale.

11          We want to know the ocean marine life impacts.

12 We had the NRDC and Heal the Bay scientists comment on

13 the 2009 waiver.  They hold true today.  And further, we

14 want the cumulative impacts decade by decade, year by

15 year.

16          And we want mitigation for the City of

17 San Diego's failure to comply for over three waivers

18 now.  So we want to see what they're going -- what their

19 offered mitigation is for that failure and that

20 intentional noncompliance.

21          Ocean viruses as discharged by Point Loma

22 killed a surfer, a famous surfer in '15, 2015.  What are

23 you doing to mitigate the danger of viruses from Mexico,

24 a third of whose discharge is raw sewage, and the stuff

25 coming out Point Loma that comes up the coast and is
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1 pushed onto the beach by wave action and wind?

2          What are your population projections?  Are you

3 accepting SANDAG's projections to 2035? the original

4 date of 2050?  We need to know what your baseline data

5 is, and you're not supplying it.

6          What's the optimal reclaim potential for

7 reclaim?  What is the optimal conservation number?

8 Understand it's averaged around 20 percent, City of

9 San Diego.  Public was very responsive.  We want those

10 numbers.  We want those -- if you don't have the

11 numbers, we want the projections.

12          What are the conditions of the -- well, I don't

13 know of any aquifers.  I've never seen an aquifer map

14 provided by your department.  Is there a Mission Valley

15 aquifer?  Is there a Downtown San Diego aquifer?  What

16 is their condition?  What is their capacity?  Why are

17 they not being used for natural filtration, as is being

18 done in your favorite model, Orange county?

19          MARK BRUNETTE:  Could you wrap up your

20 comments, please.

21          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Regarding desalination, we

22 want to know the online in Southern California.  We want

23 to know the proposed in Southern California and northern

24 Mexico, because all of these alternatives I've listed in

25 my questions could render your project totally
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1 redundant.  And we're going to watch to see if you break

2 the law by promoting this project prior to adequate,

3 complete study.

4          The last point I want to make is -- excuse me.

5          The last point I want to make is that your

6 notice has been very deficit.  You're not notifying

7 ocean user groups, recreational user groups,

8 environmental groups, taxpayers of potential hikes and

9 spikes in their fees.

10          I've already complained about notice, and I've

11 complained about the notice of your meetings: two days

12 apart, fighting traffic up to get here.  So those are

13 some other concerns.

14          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.

15          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Shelli Craig.  My address,

16 7728 Laramie Court, San Diego, 92120.

17          I'm happy to cede whatever time I have left to

18 you, Scott, if you would like to finish whatever else

19 you might like to say.

20          But I'm confused as to why there's not another

21 desalination plant planned for the cost of $1 billion.

22 That's what Carlsbad ended up being, and it's about the

23 same project time when another plant would go live.

24          Also, this plan does not get us any closer to

25 water independence.  We are operating on the same
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1 ever-dwindling resource, water that's imported.  So I

2 just don't think the math comes out, spending three and

3 a half billion dollars on something that is operating on

4 water that takes so much effort to get it clean just to

5 put into an open body of water.

6          This is not a recommended way to handle this

7 kind of water according to the EPA guidance document.

8 In fact, there's no -- there really isn't any good

9 guidance on water reuse like this.  Really it's reuse,

10 not recycle.  Recycle, for the most part, of water like

11 this goes to recharge aquifers.  That's not anything

12 that you've addressed.  There's a lot of local aquifers

13 that really need help, especially the local farmers.  So

14 honestly, I think that study needs to be done as well.

15          We need to grow food.  It's simple.  So, you

16 know, without air, one minute.  Without water, one week.

17 Without food, maybe three weeks.  So I understand we're

18 close, but this isn't the right plan.

19          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you for your comment.

20          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thanks for ceding your time.

21          So the environmental -- that's an extraordinary

22 coalition you've formed.  Wasn't that formed a year or

23 two ago?  So I want the records of the meetings that

24 prompted all those groups to sign on to your project.  I

25 never heard about them.  I want those official records



PURE WATER SAN DIEGO PROGRAM     NORTH CITY PROJECT - PUBLIC MEETING August 25, 2016

BARRETT REPORTING, INC. (888) 740-1100 www.barrettreporting.com

31

1 and minutes because they were not -- they did not have

2 the benefit of any environmental study.

3          Why would any environmental group sign in to a

4 multi-billion dollar project that affects the health of

5 the ocean, the people who use the ocean, and the people

6 slated to drink your water, including hospital patients

7 on dialysis?  So I want to know -- I want -- I'm

8 formally requesting the records of those minutes.

9 That's pretty interesting.

10          Regarding the three phases, are we assured that

11 they'll all be completed on time?  In other words, you

12 used to have a total project that's now being phased in,

13 and I want to briefly speak, and I'll complete.

14          MARK BRUNETTE:  Sir, that's the end of her

15 ceded time.  Thanks.

16          We have any speakers?

17          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Who wants my data?

18          MARK BRUNETTE:  Yeah, why don't you bring it up

19 here.

20          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  It's from our last comment.

21          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.

22          Hi.  I'm Jim Peugh.  I'm the conservation chair

23 of the San Diego Audubon Society.  I live at 2776 Nipoma

24 Street in San Diego, 92106, and the Audubon Society

25 supports this project and has as it's been evolving.
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1          As far as comments on -- scoping comments of --

2 we're really pleased to see that the Miramar alternative

3 seems to be working.  We hope that the process will do

4 as much as it can to make sure that works to keep the

5 energy use down for the project.

6          Greenhouse gas, to us, is really important.

7 Climate change has a huge impact on the wildlife that we

8 appreciate, and so we urge the process to do as much as

9 possible to reduce the greenhouse, you know,

10 particularly the carbon discharges, and while -- we

11 understand that methane is going -- from landfills is

12 going to be used for this project, so we urge that that

13 be emphasized as much as possible, you know, One, to

14 prevent the methane from escaping and then, Two, to

15 displace the use of carbon.

16          San Diego has a lot of pipe breaks, and there

17 are a lot of things that can go wrong with this system.

18 So we hope that the EIR will actually look and analyze

19 the failsafe provisions, you know, failsafe as far as

20 water quality.  As far as breaking sewer lines that

21 could contaminate areas and in the sludge lines as

22 well -- and something else I can't read -- oh, and the

23 chemical handling that you're doing.  We want to make --

24 you know, we hope that the EIR will look aggressively at

25 making sure those are all as failsafe as possible.
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1          And just in the design of the system for

2 maintainability, you know, we have a hard time

3 maintaining the infrastructure in San Diego.  This is a

4 lot of stuff, so just make sure that this is designed to

5 be maintainable as well.

6          And we want to make sure -- we understand

7 there's a lot of quality control for the drinking water,

8 and we also urge that as much quality control go into

9 the water that's going to be discharged back into the

10 ocean.

11          That's all my comments.  Thank you.

12          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.  Any other speakers?

13          Do you want me to bring you the microphone or

14 are you --

15          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  No.  I can come over there.

16          MARK BRUNETTE:  Okay.

17          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  If there's another speaker

18 that wants to go while I work my way over, that would be

19 good.  Am I going to be the last one, then?

20          MARK BRUNETTE:  Maybe.  Take your time.

21          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Oh, thanks.  I appreciate

22 that.

23          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  So I'll use -- can I use ten

24 seconds for another question while he gets here?

25          MARK BRUNETTE:  No.  I actually would ask that
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1 you put it in writing.

2          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Could you put the slides back

3 up, please.

4          MARK BRUNETTE:  The slides back?

5          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yeah, I'd like the slide of

6 the five-step process.

7          Now, here's -- I'm submitting for the record

8 some written comments, which I've also submitted by

9 email earlier today.  And I'll give one to the court

10 reporter so that she's got my proper name and address on

11 file.  Here you go, ma'am.

12          Hello.  I'm John Stump.  My name and address is

13 on file.  I took great umbrage to several

14 misrepresentations in this presentation.  One

15 misrepresentation was the environmental community was

16 against that -- is supporting this.

17          I've been an environmentalist for 50 years.  I

18 don't know where I stand on this because I can't get the

19 information I need, and your presentation denied the

20 public the ability to ask questions.  We can only give

21 you comments.

22          On this five-step process, are you representing

23 that the current chlorine introduction will be

24 discontinued when this goes through?

25          You're not responding?
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1          MARK BRUNETTE:  This is not the forum to answer

2 the questions, but that's something that will be --

3          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Okay.  So --

4          MARK BRUNETTE:  -- staff will have on record.

5          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Because this slide represents

6 that.

7          How much money has been put into this project

8 to date?  What have we sunk into this?

9          The most important question is -- the first

10 question in my comments is:  What are the projected

11 costs to the rate payer, how much is this going to cost

12 me at home, and how much is this going to make housing

13 unaffordable?

14          I've got some other written comments which I

15 made during the meeting, and I'm making a public records

16 request -- which I think Mr. Andrews made a good point

17 concerning the minutes, agendas, and correspondence to

18 these so-called environmentalists.

19          Did they fill out conflict of interest forms?

20 Have they received any benefit from you?

21          On the cogeneration, is that going to be a cost

22 to the program because it's one enterprise fund

23 transferring to another?  I think that's got to be made

24 clear.

25          I really don't like the fact that you're
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1 supposed to be a neutral body telling us facts, and yet

2 you use euphemisms and put your thumb on the scale.

3          You know, I asked the young woman, "Is our

4 water not pure today?  Is it not safe today?"  You know,

5 by using that term "pure," it's either not safe today

6 and you're really catching up, or is it going to be as

7 pure as the water we got today?

8          Oh, key point:  You, sir, made a statement that

9 you were going to provide information to decision

10 makers.  Well, in my letter -- it's the last paragraph,

11 the last sentence -- I remind you of City Attorney

12 Policy LO 90-2, which prohibits you or anyone else

13 that's going to be involved in the CEQA process from

14 having ex parte communications with the legislative body

15 because --

16          MARK BRUNETTE:  Sir, could you wrap up?

17          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I'm going to wrap it up.

18          MARK BRUNETTE:  Okay.  Thank you.

19          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Do you understand what I'm

20 telling you?  Don't communicate outside of public

21 hearings with city council.  Amongst yourselves at the

22 executive branch and the mayor, that's okay, but we have

23 a separation of powers now, and it is inappropriate,

24 since they will be the quasi-judicial body, for you to

25 have any communication outside the public hearing or a
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1 council meeting with that body.

2          Thank you very much.  I've submitted written

3 comments, and I've got some more that I'll submit at the

4 end of the hearing.

5          MARK BRUNETTE:  Thank you.  We have anyone else

6 who wanted to speak?

7          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  May I -- I have a question,

8 just simple.

9          Is the PowerPoint that you presented here

10 today, is that on the Web site?  And if not, would you

11 put it on the Web site, please.

12          AMY DORMAN:  I believe we can make it

13 available.  It's not currently.

14          AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Okay.  I mean, you can email

15 it out to those of us here today, but you might want to

16 just put it on the Web site, since you've gone to the

17 effort to prepare it.  One way or the other.

18          MARK BRUNETTE:  Okay.  Thank you very much for

19 your comments.  Seeing that there's no other members of

20 the public that want to speak -- I don't think anyone

21 else wants to speak who hasn't spoken yet -- I'm going

22 to go ahead and close this meeting and make a few

23 closing remarks.

24          This closes the public environmental scoping

25 meeting for the Pure Water San Diego Program North City
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1 Project.  Your input will be transcribed, considered by

2 City staff for use in the scope of the EIR, and included

3 as part of the official record for the document.

4          Speakers and commenters who provide their

5 contact information will also be placed on the

6 notification list for further environmental review

7 actions related to this project.  So if you haven't put

8 your name on the sign-in sheet over at the entrance on

9 the table here, please do so.

10          I would also like to remind everyone that this

11 is just the start of the environmental review process

12 and opportunities for public input.  There will be other

13 opportunities to provide comments on the project, such

14 as during public review of the draft environmental

15 document and in any further public hearings on the

16 project.

17          Thank you for taking the time to participate in

18 the meeting, and have a great evening.

19         (The proceedings concluded at 7:25 p.m.)

20                        *   *   *

21

22

23

24

25
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA  )

                     )

2 COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO  )

3

4          I, Julia Lennan, a Certified Shorthand Reporter

5 for the State of California, No. 12843, and Registered

6 Professional Reporter, No. 8269, do hereby certify:

7          That the foregoing proceedings were reported

8 stenographically by me and later transcribed through

9 computer-aided transcription under my direction and that

10 the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings taken

11 at that time.

12          I do further certify that I am in no way

13 interested in the outcome of this action or connected

14 with or related to any of the parties in this action or

15 to their respective counsel.

16          In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand

17 this 3rd day of September, 2016.

18

19                        _________________________________

20                        JULIA LENNAN, RPR, CSR NO. 12843
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From: Brunette, Mark
To: Balo, Keli; McPherson, Douglas; Megan Lawson; Shawn Shamlou
Cc: Lavan, Tiffany
Subject: FW: Pure Water San Diego Program North City Project EIR/EIS NOP / 499621
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2016 7:38:39 AM
Attachments: NOP_PEIR_PureWater_MorenaPumpStation.pdf

NOP_PEIR_PureWater_PublicUtilities_StormWaterDrainage.pdf

Please see the attached NOP comments from the City of San Diego Transportation and Storm Water
Department.
 

From: Stephens, Mark 
Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2016 5:44 PM
To: Brunette, Mark
Cc: Rom, Catherine; Fajardo, Jane-Marie; Rothman, Christine; Kalkirtz, Victoria; Thomsen, Douglas
Subject: Pure Water San Diego Program North City Project EIR/EIS NOP / 499621
 
Mark,
 
Hi! As briefly discussed, am sharing informal comments from the City Storm Water Division in
response to the Notice of Preparation (NOP) issued for this EIR/EIS. A few general questions that I
don’t think were covered in the NOP or the scoping meeting attended: 1) Is a consultant assisting
preparation of the EIR/EIS, and if so, what firm (mainly interested in who might be involved with
hydrology and water quality)? 2) What role is the Bureau of Reclamation expected to play (perhaps
potential federal funding assistance, or just a federal presence to serve as EIS lead agency for federal
approvals required)? 3) For planning purposes, when should we expect to see a first screen check
draft to review?
 
Page 19, Biology, Issue 6. The Morena Pump Station would be adjacent to Multi-Habitat Planning
Area (MHPA) along the San Diego River. Both pipelines connecting to the pump station would cross
through the MHPA at several different locations along the pipeline corridor. Existing Public Utilities
Department mitigation sites are located upstream, and additional potential wetland mitigation
opportunities may be of mutual interest. 
 
Page 24, Hydrology and Water Quality. As pointed out through input to the Pure Water San Diego
Program EIR completed, it’s critical to recognize that water quality improvement plans (WQIPs) were
prepared by watershed management area as directed by the Regional Water Quality Control Board,
and watershed management area boundaries may not correspond directly with hydrologic units. The
North City Project area includes portions of at least three WQIPs – those prepared for the San Diego
River Watershed Management Area, Mission Bay Watershed Management Area, and Los
Peñasquitos Watershed Management Area. Analysis of water quality impacts must recognize these
diverse watershed management areas, and that highest priority water quality conditions vary in the
respective WQIPs. For areas within City of San Diego jurisdiction, familiarity and compliance with the
most current Jurisdictional Runoff Management Plan (JRMP) are also critical, as are familiarity and
compliance with the most current Storm Water Standards and applicable provisions of the San Diego
Municipal Code. The Draft EIR/EIS should address potential potable water discharges associated with
testing or operation and maintenance. In Issue 2, correct the typo for “patterns.”
 



Page 26, Public Utilities, Issue 1. The proposed wastewater force main and brine pipeline would start
at the San Diego River, and cross Tecolote Creek and Rose Creek. All three streams are Clean Water
Act Section 303(d) listed water bodies with associated storm water runoff and/or sedimentation
issues. Address potential impacts during construction and/or location of the pipelines with existing
infrastructure. 
 
Page 27, Water Supply. One of our reviewers raised the question of whether opportunities for
augmenting increased water supply through capturing storm water and/or dry weather runoff is
under consideration, or might receive consideration as an alternative. Could the proposed Morena
Pump Station facility accommodate collection of flows that would otherwise reach the San Diego
River untreated.
 
Also, am attaching a couple of schematic graphics one of our reviewers (Catherine Rom) produced to
help illustrate areas mentioned, including the streams potentially affected along the force main and
brine line corridor, and existing infrastructure around the proposed Morena Pump Station.
 
Please let me know of any questions. Thank you!
 
Best regards,
 
- Mark Stephens
 
Mark G. Stephens, AICP
Associate Planner
City of San Diego
Transportation & Storm Water Department
Storm Water Division

T (858) 541-4361
www.sandiego.gov
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