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INTERIM MAYOR TODD GLORIA 

City of San Diego   District Three 
Dear Friends, 

During these past few weeks as Interim Mayor, the number one thing I’ve learned is that I really love this job.   I 
love the people side of it, the consensus-building side of it, the making progress side of it.  Make no mistake, it’s 
a demanding job and I do my best to balance my roles as Interim Mayor, Council President and Councilmember.  
But at the end of each day, it’s the people that make it great  –  diverse stakeholders coming to the table with 
different ideas on how we can collectively make San Diego a better place to live. This is a great gig! 
 
As always, thank you for the opportunity to serve. 
 
Todd Gloria 

 
Interim Mayor   

Strengthening Ties With Mexico 

 
 
Last week, I met with Mayor Carlos Bustamante of Tijuana and Alfonso Bustamante, Honorary Director of Bi-
national Affairs for Tijuana.  Mayor Bustamante thanked me for taking the time to visit Tijuana and for 
continuing the work of Mayor Sanders to strengthen ties with Baja California.  I am committed to working with 
Tijuana to improve border wait times and to continue to promote the San Diego-Tijuana region.  In addition to 
keeping the office of the City of San Diego open in Tijuana, I proposed having key department staff meet with 
their counterparts in Tijuana in order to better coordinate, collaborate, and work on border planning and grant 
opportunities as one unified region.  Mayor Bustamante agreed and was excited by the opportunities this could 
create for our region.   
 
 
 



Earlier that same day, I met with Ensenada Mayor-Elect Gilberto Hirata as he was 
meeting with various mayors in our region.     
 
Infrastructure Update 

On September 23, the Independent Budget Analyst came before the City Council 
to give an update on the status of the City’s infrastructure.  Because of 
deteriorating infrastructure and a significant backlog of deferred capital projects, 

the cost is currently estimated to be at least $898 million for repairing and upgrading our streets, facilities, and 
storm drains.  The City has adopted a first ever deferred capital funding plan to begin addressing the backlog 
with the objective of developing a multi-year Capital Improvement Plan.  Given tight financial constraints, valid 
competing priorities, and the significant deferred capital backlog, the City ultimately will need to develop a 
financing strategy, such as a General Obligation Bond Program, to address priority unfunded capital projects 
identified in the multi-year capital improvements plan and more comprehensively address infrastructure issues.   
 
Mid-City Rapid Bus Project Update 

Crews have begun demolishing the center median on Park Boulevard between University and Lincoln avenues to 
construct transit-only lanes for the Mid-City Rapid bus line.  One lane in each direction will be closed during 
construction.  Construction activities in this area are expected to last about three months.  During construction, 
some parking spaces will be temporarily unavailable on both sides of Park Boulevard, specifically: 

 Southwest corner of Park and Lincoln (in front of Harmony Animal Hospital).  

 South end of the diagonal parking spaces mid-block between University and Lincoln (in front of 

Cathedral Arms and Grace Tower). The curb in this area will be painted red to preserve access for 

emergency vehicles, trash pickup, and U.S. Postal Service deliveries. 

 Park at Lincoln: Sidewalk construction on the east side of Park Boulevard in front of Grace Lutheran 

Church is expected to finish by the end of September. 

The Mid-City Rapid will be a high-speed, limited-stop bus service between San Diego State University and 
Downtown San Diego along El Cajon and Park boulevards. The 10 mile project will provide North Park, City 
Heights, College Area, and Downtown residents, students, and workers with a fast and reliable way to get 
around in one of this region’s key transportation corridors. 
 
For the most up-to-date information, visit KeepSanDiegoMoving.com/MidCityRapid and click on the 

Construction Notices tab. 

Downtown Quiet Zone Gets Quieter 

 

Over the past several weeks, I have been working with community members, Civic San Diego and various 

stakeholders and organizations on ways to resolve outstanding issues related to noise and traffic disturbances in 

the Downtown Quiet Zone.  In response to my request of Paul Jablonski, CEO of the San Diego Metropolitan 

Transit System, changes have been implemented to mitigate the noise and traffic challenges at certain rail 

crossings.  The trolley bells at Market, Kettner & G Streets have been replaced with adjustable bells set at a 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=22663930&msgid=241574&act=SSPM&c=1362659&destination=http%3A%2F%2FKeepSanDiegoMoving.com%2FMidCityRapid


lower decibel level and a number of the bells have been fitted with an internal sound mitigation sleeve.  A 

redundant bell alert at Broadway has been removed.  The length of time that warning gates are down after a 

trolley has passed has been reduced thereby aiding traffic congestion, wait times, and idling car emissions.  I’m 

happy to address this lingering issue for my Downtown neighbors. 

 

Park(ing) Day – September 20 

 

 

Thanks to the San Diego Downtown Partnership and Move San Diego, I was able to have some recreational fun 
out on the street on 5th Avenue in the Gaslamp Quarter on Park(ing) Day.  
  
PARK(ing) Day is an annual open-source global event where citizens, artists and activists collaborate to 
temporarily transform metered parking spaces into temporary public places. The mission of PARK(ing) Day is to 
call attention to the need for more urban open space, to generate critical debate around how public space is 
created and allocated, and to improve the quality of urban human habitat ... at least until the meter runs out! 
 
PHOTO GALLERY 

 

My parents and big brother visited the office last week. They worked so 

hard to help me reach my dream – it was awesome to let them see what 

their sacrifices helped to create.  It was also a good reminder that there's 

no one better to clean up City Hall than the son of a maid and a gardener! 

Last Friday, I met with members of the La Jolla Round Table to update 

them on the status of the City.  I appreciated their warm hospitality – 

they were very welcoming to this liberal Democrat! Later in the day, I met 

with members of the Tijuana Little League team at Petco Park. 

 

 

   



COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
 

San Diego Night Market 

 

The inaugural San Diego Night Market will take place on September 28 from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. in the new Zion 

Market parking lot on the corner of Clairemont Mesa Boulevard and Convoy Street.  Admission and parking are 

free.  This open-air, urban experience is inspired by the lively night markets found in large cities throughout Asia.  

The market will bring an authentic taste of Asia to San Diego, while building community in the Convoy District.  

With ethnic goods, boba drinks, and a beer garden, how can you go wrong?  For more information visit 

www.sdnightmarket.com. 

AIDS Walk, Sunday September 29, 2013 

I hope you will be able to join us for the 24th Annual AIDS Walk & Run this Sunday morning.  The festivities begin 

at Balboa Park at 6th Avenue.  For more information and to register click here.  

 

     

SDGE Conserve & Earn 

Did you know SDGE will pay you to save energy between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.?  How can you 

reduce your energy use during these hours?  First, turn up the thermostat on your air conditioning by four to six 

degrees.  Second, run your heavy appliances such as your washer, dryer and dishwasher either early in the 

morning or later at night.  Finally, if you have a pool, turn off the pump during those daytime hours.  You can 

learn more about this program by visiting www.sdge.com. 

Fire Safety Family Affair 

 

The San Diego Fire-Rescue Department (SDFD) and San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) are teaming up during Fire 

Prevention Week, October 5 – 13.  This year’s focus is the dangers of kitchen fires, most of which result from 

food left unattended,  and to teach San Diegans how to prevent kitchen fires from starting.  Among the activities 

planned for the Health & Safety Fairs are fire station tours, interactive demonstrations on kid's fire safety, photo 

ops with Sparky the Fire Dog, and fire-fighting simulations.  Each location will provide visitors with a variety of 

take home materials including reusable tote bags, stickers, brochures, fire chief hats, coloring books, and more. 

Community partner San Diego Project Heart Beat will be leading CPR/AED training and Rural/Metro will be 

http://www.sdnightmarket.com/
http://events.thecentersd.org/site/TR?fr_id=1060&pg=entry
http://www.sdge.com/


performing blood pressure screenings and ambulance tours.   We are grateful to the San Diego Fire Rescue 

Foundation and SDG&E for making these possible.  Participating fire stations are: 

Saturday, October 5 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Fire Station 10 – College Area – 4605 62nd St. 

 

Sunday, October 6 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Fire Station 33 – Rancho Bernardo  – 16966 Bernardo Center Drive 

Saturday, October 12 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Fire Station 14 – North Park – 4011 32nd St. 

Saturday, October 12 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Fire Station 25 – Bay Park – 1972 Chicago St. 

Saturday, October 12 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Fire Station 29 – San Ysidro – 198 W. San Ysidro Blvd. 

Sunday, October 13
 
from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Fire Station 11 – Golden Hill – 945 25th St. 

Sunday, October 13 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Fire Station 12 – Lincoln Park – 4964 Imperial Ave. 

Sunday, October 13 from 10:00 a.m. –  2:00 p.m. 

Fire Station 35 – University City – 4285 Eastgate Mall

 

# # #  


