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Fiscal Year 2019 Annual Action Plan  
  

Public Comments 
The City will consider comments and views expressed by residents, public agencies, and 
other interested parties either in writing or orally at public meetings. In each 5-Year 
Consolidated Plan, Annual Action Plan, CAPER, substantial amendment or Citizen 
Participation Plan submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), the City will provide as an attachment all written communications received and a 
summary of each oral comment during the applicable 30-day or 15-day public review 
period; the City's subsequent action; and the reasons for non-action, if none was taken. 
This information will also be made available to the public as part of the final document. 

 
Following are the questions and comments received on the Draft Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 
Annual Action Plan (AAP). Responses were provided by staff, where warranted. The Draft FY 
2019 AAP was made available for public review from April 6 through May 5, 2018.   
 
During the public review period, the Draft FY 2019 AAP was posted online for viewing at the 
City of San Diego’s CDBG Program website: http://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg 
 
Hard copies were made available for viewing at the following locations: 
 
 City Clerk’s Office (202 ‘C’ Street, 2nd Floor, San Diego, CA 92101)  
 CDBG Program Office (1200 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, San Diego, CA 92101)  
 Central Library (330 Park Blvd., San Diego, CA 92101)  
 Malcolm X Library (5148 Market Street, San Diego, CA 92114)  
 San Ysidro Branch Library (101 West San Ysidro Boulevard, San Diego, CA 92173)  
 Logan Heights Branch Library (567 South 28th Street, San Diego, CA 92113)  
 City Heights/Weingart Branch Library (3795 Fairmount Avenue, San Diego, CA 

92105)  
 Linda Vista Branch Library (2160 Ulric Street, San Diego, CA 92111)  
 Jacobs Center for Neighborhood Innovation (404 Euclid Avenue, San Diego, CA 

92114)  
 Bayside Community Center (2202 Comstock Street, San Diego, CA 92111)  

 
The notice was also posted in the following publications for the start of the public comment 
period and two weeks prior to the City Council public hearing on April 23, 2018: 

 

http://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg/general/consolidatedplanmaterials.shtml
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• San Diego Daily Transcript 
• San Diego Voice and Viewpoint 
• El Latino 

 
The public was also provided the opportunity to send comments via U.S. Mail or hand-deliver 
to:  City of San Diego: Action Plan Comments | 1200 Third Avenue, Suite 1400 | San 
Diego, CA 92101 or via email to: cdbg@sandiego.gov.  

 
ORAL COMMENTS 
 

Following are the oral comments provided by members of the public, the City 
Council and the Consolidated Plan Advisory Board (CPAB) during the 3 public 
meetings for the Draft FY 2019 Annual Action Plan.  Where warranted, the response 
from staff follows the comment. 
 
MARCH 21, 2018 – PUBLIC SAFETY & LIVABLE NEIGHBORHOODS (PSLN) COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
 
On March 21, 2018 the PSLN Committee forwarded the FY 2019 AAP Allocations to the full City 
Council with a recommendation to approve. Although, this hearing occurred outside of the 
official public comment period from April 6th – May 5th, 2018 it is included as the FY 2019 
Allocations are directly associated with FY 2019 Annual Action Plan.  
 
Al Abdallah, (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. Abdallah, representing Urban League of San Diego County, recommended that 
the PSLN Council Committee approve the allocations for FY 2019. 
 

Ken Malbrough, (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 
• Mr. Malbrough, Chair of the Consolidated Plan Advisory Board, asked the PSLN 

Council Committee to accept the report as written and thanked Economic 
Development staff for their work with non-profits and reviewers during the 
application process.  

 
Erik Tiklemeier (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. Tiklemeier, representing City Heights Community Development Corporation, 
encouraged the PSLN Council Committee to approve the funding to non-profits 

mailto:cdbg@sandiego.gov
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working to support LMI families with affordable housing and economic 
development needs.  

 
Bernie Miles (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. Miles, representing Episcopal Community Services, was thankful for the CDBG 
program and the chance to expand services for the homeless with mental health 
issues.  

 
Marcy Rodin (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Rodin, representing Ronald McDonald House Charities, was thankful for being 
awarded CDBG funding and appreciates the impact the program has with 
supporting LMI families through extended hospital stays.  
 

 Roxana Mejia (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 
• Ms. Mejia, representing SD Habitat for Humanity, expressed gratitude for being 

awarded CDBG funding for the organization’s neighborhood revitalization services. 
 
Heidi Kone (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Kone, representing Meals on Wheels, stated that with CDBG funding the 
organization will be able to deliver meals to extremely low-income seniors and 
asked for PSLN Council Committee to vote in favor.  

 
Veronica Baker (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Baker, representing Second Chance, was thankful for the CDBG program and 
the ability to fund supportive services for recently incarcerated individuals.  

 
Sonia Diaz (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Diaz, representing Kitchens for Good, expressed appreciation for the PSLN 
Council Committee consideration of the CDBG projects and hopes to be able to 
continue implementation of the program aimed at reducing food waste, poverty 
and hunger in the City of San Diego.  

 
Julie Raefield (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Raefield, representing Center for Community Solutions, stated her support the 
CDBG funding recommendations that will allow the expansion of supportive 
services for domestic violence victims.  
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Anthony White (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. White, representing Family Health Centers, voiced his support of the CDBG 
program and the ability to better serve LMI individuals across the City of San Diego. 

 
Carla Camacho (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Camacho, representing Ocean Discovery, communicated the organization’s 
thankfulness for CDBG funding and urged the PSLN Council Committee to support 
the recommended allocations.  
 

Ellen Schmeding (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 
• Ms. Schmeding, representing St. Pauls’ Senior Services, thanked the PSLN Council 

Committee for their time and asked for their support in approving CDBG funding to 
ensure an effective and sanitary living environment for LMI seniors.  

 
William Zaconne (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. Zaconne, representing Interfaith Shelter Network of San Diego, expressed 
appreciation for the funding and would appreciate the PSLN Council Committee 
support.  

 
Tiernan Seaver (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Seaver, representing Casa Familiar, thanked the PSLN Council Committee for 
their time and asked for their support in approving the CDBG funding to provide 
financial literacy services to LMI individuals.  

 
Lea Cogen (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms Cogen, representing Urban Corps of San Diego County, shared a story of a LMI 
homeowner who expressed thankfulness for the CDBG funded single family home 
rehabilitation program.  

 
Ray Uzeta (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. Uzeta, representing Chicano Federation of San Diego County, thanked the City 
for making the CDBG program accessible.  
 

Heather Hansen (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 
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• Ms. Hansen, representing International Rescue Committee, was appreciative for two 
projects being awarded CDBG funding and values the impact the programs have 
assisting LMI individuals with job readiness skills and small business 
entrepreneurship.  
 

Dante Duaz (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 
• Mr. Duaz, representing Union of Pan Asian Communities, stated his gratefulness for 

being awarded and thanked the Consolidated Plan Advisory Board for their time in 
reviewing applications.   

 
Heather Hawking (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Hawkins, representing Jewish Family Services, expressed her thankfulness for 
the CDBG program and the City of San Diego in providing funding for housing 
services for homeless individuals. 
 

Nadia Tabatabaeepour (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 
• Ms.  Tabatabaeepour, representing La Maestra Family Clinic, stated her appreciation 

for the CDBG program and requested the PSLN Council Committee support.  
 
Councilmember Georgette Gomez  

• Ms. Gomez thanked the Consolidated Plan Advisory Board (CPAB) for their time and 
dedication in evaluating proposals.  

• Ms. Gomez also thanked the work of City of San Diego staff for their creativity and 
support of nonprofit organizations in accessing CDBG funds through technical 
assistance appointments, workshops, and the emerging organizations category. Ms. 
Gomez noted that thirteen new organizations have been selected for funding in FY 
2019.  

• Ms. Gomez asked about the total allocation for Homeless Services for CDBG funds.  
• Ms. Gomez noted that the Public Services application category is traditionally the 

most competitive and asked why some organizations were not awarded within it.  
 
Staff response:  At the time of this Council Committee meeting, the staff recommendation 
included an allocation of $12.9 million to homeless services. This allocation included a $10 
million line-item dedicated to the acquisition and/or rehabilitation of a facility serving the 
homeless or permanent housing.  Combined with ESG funds, estimated to be around $980,000, 
an estimated total of $13.8 Million Dollars was recommended for Homeless Services.  
(Subsequent to this Committee meeting, the priority for the expenditure of the $10 million line-
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item shifted from a facility serving the homeless to a permanent housing facility.) The Public 
Service category has historically been oversubscribed as a result of over demand for the 
available funds.   
 
Councilmember Lorie Zapf  

• Ms. Zapf expressed her appreciation for the work of the Consolidated Plan Advisory 
Board (CPAB) and asked Ken Malbrough, CPAB chair, to speak to the number of 
awarded organizations for Public Services. Ms. Zapf also asked about establishing 
maximums to the funding request to ensure more organizations are awarded 
funding.  

 
Mr. Malbrough, stated that given the oversubscription to the Public Services category and the 
HUD maximum allowable amount on Public Services projects funding has historically resulted in 
the majority of Public Service applications being denied funding. Mr. Malbrough added that the 
CPAB is considering a variety of measures to advance a greater number of projects and diversity 
in the organizations awarded CDBG funding.  
 

• Ms. Zapf asked how the 2019 Public Service CDBG allocation was able to increase 
substantially from prior years.  

 
Staff response: As outlined in the Second Substantial Amendment to the FY 2015-2019 
Consolidated Plan, the primary reason is due to the increase in CDBG Program Income received 
by the City of San Diego. As such, the Reinvestment Initiative approved in December 2016 by City 
Council, has allowed for an increase in Public Services projects and programs.  
 

 Ms. Zapf stated that the decision to set aside a substantial amount of Public 
Services dollars to Homeless Services resulted in a lower amount of nonprofit 
programs aimed at preventing homelessness. Ms. Zapf asked for the consideration 
of paring back the homeless set aside to support LMI individuals in a variety of 
census tracks and secure other resources to support the homeless.  
 

Staff response: The $1.3 million set-aside in the Public Services budget is established in Council 
Policy 700-02 and can be addressed during our next Consolidated Plan in terms of establishing 
priorities and evaluating needs. Also, this year we are investing $1.4 million dollars in workforce 
development in coordination with the San Diego Workforce Partnership.  
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Councilmember Chris Ward 
• Mr. Ward understands the importance of CDBG funding and the impact it has on 

the various communities throughout the City.  
• Mr. Ward also thanked the hard work of the Consolidated Plan Advisory Board 

(CPAB) in evaluating the proposals.  
 
Councilmember Barbara Bry 

• Ms. Bry thanked Ken Malbrough and the rest of CPAB and commended staff on all 
the hard work in compiling the information. 

• Ms. Bry stated that she was impressed by the breadth of organizations and 
programs funded in FY 2019.  

 
Councilmember Chris Cate 

• Mr. Cate thanked the CPAB and staff on the hard work in evaluating the proposals. 
• Mr. Cate asked about the expected repayment period, specifically the timeframe to 

clarify for nonprofits the availability of CDBG in years to come.  
 
Staff response: The Office of Inspector General (OIG) repayment ends in 2020 and the long-term 
debt agreement goes until 2030, which are two separate agreement schedules. Funding is 
expected to dip over the next few years and staff is working towards strengthening nonprofits 
capacity to secure outside funding.  
 
APRIL 11, 2018 – CONSOLIDATED PLAN ADVISORY BOARD (CPAB) MEETING 
 
The CPAB recommended the Draft FY 19 AAP. No public comments were made or received in 
regards to the Annual Action Plan.  
 
APRIL 23, 2018 – CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Martha Walsh (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Walsh stated that she was in favor of the proposed action and questioned the 
effectiveness of the services and facilities to support homeless individuals.  

 
Vicki Granowitz, Former CPAB Chair (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Granowitz expressed her appreciation for City staff’s creativeness.  
• Ms. Granowitz expressed her desire for Capital Improvement Projects to be 

exclusively focused on providing consistent and affordable housing.  
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Julie Raefield (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 
• Ms. Raefield, representing Center for Community Solutions, thanked the City Council 

for their time and stated her support the CDBG funding recommendations that will 
allow the expansion of supportive services for domestic violence victims.  
 

Richard McNamara (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 
• Mr. McNamara stated his appreciation for the improvement in the process for 

awarding CDBG funds.  
• Mr. McNamara also expressed his support for the FY 2019 Annual Action Plan.  

 
Anthony White (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. White, representing Family Health Centers, urged the City Council to support the 
FY 2019 Annual Action Plan and the ability to better serve LMI individuals across the 
City of San Diego. 

 
Elizabeth Christian  (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Christian, representing Jewish Family Services, expressed her thankfulness for 
the CDBG program and the City of San Diego in expanding funding for wraparound 
services for homeless individuals. 

 
Jared Ocampo (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. Ocampo, representing Ocean Discovery, communicated the organization’s 
thankfulness for CDBG funding and urged the City Council to support the Annual 
Action Plan. 

• Mr. Ocampo stated that the City of San Diego has been a catalyst for Ocean 
Discovery and allowing the expansion of youth services.  

 
Karen Nutzen (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Nutzen, representing La Maestra Community Health Centers, communicated 
the organization’s thankfulness to the Council Members and urged the City Council 
to vote in favor of the FY 2019 Annual Action Plan.  

 
Veronica Baker (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Baker, representing Second Chance, expressed her thankfulness to the City of 
San Diego and the ability to utilize CDBG to fund supportive services for recently 
incarcerated individuals.  
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Heather Garcia (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 
• Ms. Garcia, representing Casa Familiar, thanked the City Council for their time and 

asked for their support in approving the CDBG funding to provide financial literacy 
services to LMI individuals. Ms. Garcia encouraged the Councilmembers to support 
the FY 2019 Annual Action Plan. 

 
Richard Sigas, (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. Sigas, representing Jabobs Center for Innovation, thanked the City Council for 
their time and expressed his organization’s appreciation of CDBG support. 

 
H. Puentes, (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. Puentes, representing Connect, expressed his support the FY 2019 Annual 
Action Plan.  

 
Francisco Martinez, (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Mr. Martinez, representing Barrio Logan College Institute, thanked the City Council 
for their support of CDBG programs, which will allow the expansion of higher 
education services to LMI individuals.  

 
Sonia Diaz (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Diaz, representing Kitchens for Good, expressed appreciation for the City 
Council’s support to support the organization’s Culinary Apprenticeship program.   

 
Elizabeth Schott (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Ms. Schott, representing Accion, stated her thankfulness for the City Council’s time 
in considering the FY 2019 Annual Action Plan and would appreciate the support of 
Councilmembers to continue to provide access to capital to LMI business owners.  

 
Tony Olias, Audy Decastro (Submitted a speaker’s slip in favor) 

• Expressed appreciation for the CDBG funding recommendation for the Bay Terraces 
Senior Community Center and recommended City Council approve the FY 2019 
Annual Action Plan. 

 
Council President Myrtle Cole 
 

• Ms. Cole thanked those who supported the Bay Terraces Senior Community Center 
and that Council District 4 has been waiting for a substantial amount of time for a 
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senior center. Ms. Cole expressed appreciation for the proposed improvements to 
the center.   

 
Councilmember Chris Cate 
 

• Mr. Cate stated that the hard work of staff and the CPAB is evident with such broad 
support for the proposed allocations.  

• Mr. Cate asked what could be expected in terms of funding of the next few years. 
Mr. Cate also asked about any potential restrictions in funding caps according to 
HUD going into the next Consolidated Plan period.  

 
Staff response: This is a unique situation and agencies should be aware that this is a one-time 
funding increase that allowed for the surge in Public Service projects. Staff also clarified that the 
two main restrictions placed on CDBG funding are the 20% administrative and 15% public 
services caps.  
 
Councilmember Georgette Gomez 
 

• Ms. Gomez acknowledged staff efforts in going above and beyond in conducting 
outreach and improving accessibility for nonprofits.  

• Ms. Gomez stated that she is supportive of the requested action to support LMI 
individuals.  

 
Councilmember David Alvarez  
 

• Mr. Alvarez also expressed the importance of establishing the next Consolidated 
Plan to determine the spending priorities for the next five years.  

• Mr. Alvarez asked to clarify the line item on the $10 Million Dollar Homeless Facility / 
Permanent Housing acquisition and rehabilitation. Mr. Alvarez asked whether there 
is an exact facility in mind or if this was currently a set-aside given the need for 
community dialogue. Mr. Alvarez asked that the Council be considered and referred 
pertinent information as soon as possible.  

 
Staff response:  The $10 million line-item is a placeholder for a future homeless facility or 
permanent housing project.  Any expenditure of these funds for a facility acquisition to address 
homelessness would come to Council at a later date for approval.  Today’s action gives the City 
authority is allocate funds for these types of acquisition and rehabilitation activities.  If funds are 
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not committed to a homeless facility then they would be contributed to the affordable housing 
revolving loan fund previously approved by Council for an affordable, permanent housing 
project. 
 
Councilmember Chris Ward 
 

• Mr. Ward thanked staff and the CPAB in their efforts towards community 
improvements. Mr. Ward also thanked Ms. Vicki Granowitz, Former CPAB Chair for 
her efforts and time invested in the process.  

• Mr. Ward stated the City is balancing a wide variety of important goals from 
sustainability, homelessness and workforce development. Mr. Ward noted that 
CDBG funding is important in allowing for greater range of services to be provided. 

 
Councilmember Barbara Bry 
 

• Ms. Bry thanked staff and the CPAB in their efforts in this process.  
• Ms. Bry expressed appreciation for the number of workforce development and 

economic development projects to support an inclusive economy.  
 
Councilmember Lorie Zapf 

• Ms. Zapf stated that she was grateful for this unique year with CDBG funding going 
towards the work of a wide coverage of nonprofit organizations.  

• Ms. Zapf also expressed her support for CDBG funds being used for nonprofits and 
hopes to secure alternative funding for homeless services to return CDBG funds to 
LMI individuals through nonprofit work. Ms. Zapf stated that workforce 
development and youth services will work towards preventing homelessness.  

 
 

Item was approved unanimously 9-0.  
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Notice of Public Comment Period and Notice of Public 
Hearing: Annual Action Plan 
San Diego Daily Transcript 

April 6, 2018 
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Notice of Public Comment Period and Notice of Public 
Hearing: Annual Action Plan 
San Diego Daily Transcript 

April 16, 2018 
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Notice of Public Comment Period and Notice of Public 
Hearing: Annual Action Plan 

El Latino 
April 6, 2018 
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Notice of Public Comment Period and Notice of Public 
Hearing: Annual Action Plan 

El Latino 
April 20, 2018 
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Notice of Public Comment Period and Notice of Public 

Hearing: Annual Action Plan 
Voice News & Viewpoint 

April 5, 2018 

 
 


