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Summary of Citizen Participation Efforts 

Fiscal Year 2021 Annual Action Plan 

 

CARES ACT 
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act was passed by Congress and 
signed into law by President Trump on March 27, 2020. The CARES Act provided $5 billion for 
CDBG to readily respond to COVID-19 and the economic and housing impacts caused by it, 
including the expansion of community health facilities, childcare centers, food banks, and senior 
services. The CARES Act included 
 
a number of waivers increasing the flexibility of funds including: 

• Eliminating the 15 percent cap on public service activities 
• Expediting public comment periods to 5 days to disburse funds quickly 
• Extending the deadline to submit the Fiscal Year 2021 (Federal Program Year 2020) to 

August 16, 2021 
 
STATE OF EMERGENCY PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD and NO PUBLIC HEARING 
REQUIREMENT 
With the approval of the CARES ACT, and the proclamation of a local emergency in the 
City of San Diego due to the continued threat of the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the 
City amended its Citizen Participation Plan, expedited the public participation period to a 5-
day period, and provided access to virtual meetings with reasonable notification and access for 
citizens to provide comments.  
 
 
VIRTUAL MEETING PROCESS 
 
CPAB 
With the assistance of the Office of Boards and Commissions, the Department of Information 
Technology (IT), the Department of Communications, the City of San Diego established a 
process to conduct a Virtual Meeting for its Consolidated Plan Advisory Board (CPAB). CPAB 
members use Microsoft Teams or Zoom technology to participate, while the meeting is 
streamed live to a YouTube channel the City has created specific to virtual meetings or via 
Zoom. 
 
The public is asked to submit an online comment form at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 
Comments received are read at the meeting by City staff and saved for the permanent record. 
The online form can be accessed on the Office of Boards and Commissions webpage ( 
https://www.sandiego.gov/boards-and-commissions/public-comment). All virtual meetings will be 
saved on the webpage and can be accessed by the public. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL 
The City Council meeting was conducted pursuant to the provisions of California 
Executive Order 29-20, which suspends certain requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act 
and the Temporary Rules of Council as approved on April 7, 2020. 

https://www.sandiego.gov/boards-and-commissions/public-comment
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
https://docs.sandiego.gov/council_reso_ordinance/rao2020/R-312902.pdf
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During the State of Emergency and in the interest of public health and safety, most 
Council Members participated in the meeting by teleconference. In accordance with the 
Executive Order, there no members of the public participated in person at the City 
Council Meetings. Alternatives to in-person attendance for viewing and participating in 
the meetings were provided. 

In lieu of in-person attendance, members of the public participated and provided 
comment via telephone, using the City Clerk webform, email submission or via U.S. Mail 
of written materials. 

The public was able to view the meeting on public television (within the City of San 
Diego only) on City TV Channel 24 for Cox Communications and Time Warner Cable or 
Channel 99 for AT&T, or view the meeting online at www.sandiego.gov. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and closure of City facilities (such as libraries) hard 
copies of the draft Substantial Amendment to the Consolidated Plan and Action Plan 
were not be available for public review. Electronic versions of the referenced documents 
were available for public review on the City’s website (www.sandiego.gov/CDBG).  In 
addition, public notices of the 5-day comment period, as well as the Council meeting, 
were distributed using the EDD email interest list and posted on the City’s webpage. 

 
 

The following materials/links document how the City of San Diego executed their efforts for 
Citizen Participation. The public comment period took place from May 11, 2020 to May 15, 
2020.   

 

Please note, the City of San Diego released the FY 2021 Annual Action Plan for additional 
Public Comment on August 7, 2020 through September 6, 2020. Comments received during this 
time are also included.  

 

Consolidated Plan Advisory Board Virtual (CPAB) Meeting May, 13 2020: 

The City of San Diego held a virtual meeting on May 13, 2020 to review the Amendments to the 
Citizen Participation Plan, Substantial Amendment to the Fiscal Year 2020-2024 Consolidated 
Plan, and the Fiscal Year 2021 Annual Action Plan (AAP).  

Link to the live YouTube stream: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PjLisE27Ls&t=8170s 

Link to Public Comment form from the Office of Boards and Commissions: 
https://www.sandiego.gov/boards-and-commissions/public-comment 

Public comments received using the online Public Comment Form (in relation to the FY 2021 
AAP): 

 

http://sandiego.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=31
http://www.sandiego.gov/CDBG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PjLisE27Ls&t=8170s
https://www.sandiego.gov/boards-and-commissions/public-comment
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Thomas Lovell, Father Joe’s Villages 

On behalf of Father Joe's Villages, thank you so much to the Consolidated Plan Advisory Board 
and the Economic Development staff for your support. The facility improvements at the Paul 
Mirabile Center (PMC) will be a significant investment to support our capacity to serve 
neighbors experiencing homelessness. The PMC houses the Village Health Center, which has 
been on the front-lines of the COVID-19 emergency response, as well as our public lunch 
program, and emergency shelter that is currently housing the vulnerable clients with underlying 
conditions who need additional support and physical distancing than is available at the 
Convention Center. These critical infrastructure updates will allow the PMC to continue 
operating efficiently as a community resource for years to come. This wouldn't be possible 
without your support. 

Shanna E Welsh-Levin, Amikas  

I am the President of Amikas, a non-profit organization working so that every woman and child 
in San Diego has a safe place to live.  We request that the CPAB consider the need for 
emergency sleeping cabins for homeless women and children, and other homeless individuals.  
There is a widening gap in the ability to provide housing for low and very low-income 
individuals/families.  Emergency sleeping cabins would bridge the housing need of homeless 
individuals to provide a safe place to sleep at night and to store personal belongings while 
individuals access resources needed to find employment, medical care, and other services.  
This form of bridge housing successfully works in other cities such as San Jose, California, 
Seattle, Washington, and Eugene, Oregon.  We encourage the City of San Diego to include this 
type of basic cabin housing in its upcoming plan. Amikas has spoken with Council President 
Georgette Gomez and her office about this proposal for the past three years and we are working 
with the City Heights Community Development Corporation to identify the location for the pilot 
community within the City of San Diego.  Last we heard, a proposed ordinance for emergency 
cabins was under review by city attorney. 

Rosie Sanchez-Ulloa, City Heights Community Development Corporation 

We submit comment on behalf of City Heights CDC. In doing so, we represent over 100,000 
San Diego low income families, hundreds of them homeless. We seek to support CPAB’s 
consideration for the need of emergency sleeping cabins for homeless families.  This model is 
already successful in San Jose, California, Seattle, Washington, and Eugene, Oregon.  
Emergency cabins satisfy the housing need of homeless families providing a safe place for 
families to live, transition, access job options, health care, and other services. We support and 
encourage the City of San Diego to include emergency cabin housing in its upcoming plan. We 
have worked closely with Amikas for nearly two years to raise awareness of the cabin bridge 
housing and to condition the community to these transitional homes. He had a cabin model on 
display at Fair@44 for over one year and it drew a lot of attention and positive feedback. We are 
very hopeful as we learn that ordinance for emergency cabins was under review by city 
attorney, we wanted to make known our position of support for this proposed ordinance that 
would change the lives of so many families that are homeless in San Diego. 
 

Public comments at the CPAB Meeting on May 13, 2020 

Rich Thesing, CPAB Member 
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Mr. Thesing thanked staff for compiling all of the information together for the Board. Mr. Thesing 
made the motion to approve the FY 2021 (along with the other actions) but asked to remove the 
$1 million dollars going to the operations of the Navigation Center.  

Valerie Brown, CPAB Chair 

Mrs. Brown agreed with Mr. Thesing on not approving the funding to the Navigation Center.   

Peter Dennehy, CPAB Vice Chair 

Mr. Dennehy seconded the motion and agreed to remove the $1 million for the Navigation 
Center. Motion passes unanimously, 7-0. 

 

Public comment period: May 11-May 15: 

Public comments received during the public comment period are mentioned above.  

 

City Council Public Hearing May 19, 2020: 

On May 19, 2020, City staff presented the Citizen Participation Plan, Substantial Amendment to 
the Fiscal Year 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan, Substantial Amendment to the Fiscal Year 2020 
Annual Action Plan and the Fiscal Year 2021 Annual Action Plan to the City Council. Although 
the meeting was conducted after the public comment period, comments were still accepted.  

City Council link: http://sandiego.granicus.com/player/clip/7995 

 

Public Comments received at City Council (using live call-in number) 

Laura Ann stated the importance of rent relief programs and services for tenants.  

Joe Waneo, representing San Diego 350, stated the importance of assistance to the homeless 
and protecting current renters in San Diego who have suffered from the effects to the economy 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Andrea Espar, representing Community Budget Alliance, stated the importance of protecting 
renters in this critical time.  

Martha Orozco, representing Community Budget Alliance, stated the critical need for assistance 
to renters in this time. 

Marisol Turnicio, representing Employee Labor Rights Center, stated her support for affordable 
housing and renter protections.  

 

 

 

 

http://sandiego.granicus.com/player/clip/7995
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City Councilmembers: 

Council President Georgette Gomez: 

• Council President Gomez thanked staff for the hard work in compiling the information 
and stated the importance of a rent relief program. Ms. Gomez made the motion to 
approve the Fiscal Year 2021 without the $1 million dollars to the Navigation Center.  

 

Councilmember Barbara Bry: 

• Councilmember Bry thanked staff for the information and supports a rental relief 
program. Seconded the motion and agreed to remove the $1 million for the Navigation 
Center. Councilmember Bry recommended the $1 million can go into the rent relief fund.  
  

Councilmember Chris Ward: 

• Councilmember Ward agreed to not fund the Navigation Center and requested more 
data on the results of the Navigation Center. Ms. Keely Halsey, from the Mayor’s Office, 
replied that metrics are not currently available, but staff is currently working on collecting 
the data since the Navigation Center has only been open for two months due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Ms. Lisa Jones, from the San Diego Housing Commission, replied 
that 12 exits from the Navigation Center have established permanent housing. Ms. 
Jones also stated that the current homeless shelter at the San Diego Convention Center 
will be helpful in analyzing best practices to housing homeless individuals.   
 

Councilmember Monica Montgomery: 

• Councilmember Montgomery agreed to not fund the Navigation Center, but also 
requested more information about the San Diego Workforce Partnership’s Tech Hire 
program. Ms. Montgomery would like to verify the impact of the program specifically in 
Council District 4. She requested the $1 million in the FY 2021 CDBG allocation to the 
TechHire program be removed and brought back to City Council for consideration at a 
future date. 
 

Councilmember Scott Sherman: 

• Councilmember Sherman supported the original motion and would like to revisit the $1 
million Navigation Center allocation with staff coming back with a new allocation.  

Councilmember Vivian Moreno: 

• Councilmember Moreno stated that the rent relief is of the utmost importance at this time 
Ms. Moreno does not want to waive 700-02 policy and will not support the motion, Ms. 
Michele Marano from the Economic Development Department, stated that the request to 
waive Council Policy 700-02 is to possibly distribute smaller awards for a future rental 
relief program. Ms. Marano also stated that waiving the Policy will allow staff to permit 
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subrecipients an extension on their awards as the current Council Policy states a 12-
month contract for Public Service and Economic Development projects and 24-months 
for a construction project.  

Final motion was to approve the FY 2021 (along with the other actions) with the removal of the 
$1 million for the Navigation Center and $1 million for the Tech Hire program. Seconded by 
Councilmember Bry. Motion passes 8-1.   

 

 

Additional public comment period: August 07-September 06, 2020: 

No public comments were received during the additional public comment.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT NOTICE 1: MAY 11 - MAY 15, 2020 
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PUBLIC COMMENT NOTICE 2: AUGUST 7 - SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 
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EMAIL NOTICE FOR CPAB: SENT ON MAY 8, 2020 
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EMAIL NOTICE FOR CITY COUNCIL: SENT ON MAY 15, 2020 
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EMAIL NOTICE FOR ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: SENT ON AUGUST 7, 2020 
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