
Guide to the 
City Clerk’s 
Digital 
Archives

AND HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF IT



Hi and thank you for joining us today on 

how to access and navigate through the 

City Clerk’s Digital Archives.

My name is Sam, and I will be helping 

you navigate today.



You may be thinking…



If you’re a student, 

researcher, 

professional, attorney, 

investigator, journalist, 

property owner or just 

curious then you’ve 

come to the right 

place!



You can access the City Clerk Digital Archives by going to the 

“Office of the City Clerk” and click on the far-right tab that 

says, “Digital Archives.”



Once you click 

on the arrow, you 

will be guided to 

the Digital Archives 

informational and 

backdrop page, 

learn how the 

Digital Archives 

began.  Click the 

blue box below



Now, you’re 

on the City 

Clerk’s Digital 

Archives 

home page!



Once you’re on the home page, you can 

begin choosing different tabs (green square 

tabs on top of image) depending on what 

interests you!



Now it’s time to really 

dig in and explore the 

City Clerk Archive’s 



Let’s check out the 2nd tab

“Historical Official Resolutions, Ordinances, and Minutes” 

And what does that mean?



Historical Resolutions, Minutes 

and Ordinances are needed 

every day in the legal arena. 

These historical documents 

continue to serve a vital 

purpose in case law



These City Clerk Official Records are the basic building blocks of our 

City’s government

Historical Resolutions, Ordinances and Minutes



T

Resolutions: Formal expression of the opinion or will of 

an official municipal legislative body

Ordinances: Rule, law or statute adopted by a 

municipal governing authority

Minutes: A written document that describes items 

discussed by the directors during a board meeting 

including actions taken and resolutions passed



T

Resolutions: Formal expression of the opinion or will of 

an official municipal legislative body

Ordinances: Rule, law or statute adopted by a 

municipal governing authority

Minutes: A written document that describes items 

discussed by the directors during a board meeting 

including actions taken and resolutions passed



Now it’s time to explore the 

Collections!



Collections:

About San Diego

Ancestry and Burials

Balboa Park

Communities

Government

Leisure

Military

Planning and Maps

Property Records



Our “Collection” is one of our favorite categories 

to-date 

Collections are historical records that are established to document the 

lives of individuals and/or organizations

Many of these collections have sub-groups featuring drop-down menus

Collections in an archives are typically determined by provenance and  

intentionally accessioned by subject, form, geographic scope or 

another common characteristic



Let’s check out the pictures now!



Within this Gallery you will find 

collections such as:



Within this Gallery you will also find 

collections such as:



When you click on a Collection you are taken to a cache of 

photographs which we are periodically updating as we get new photos

Try clicking on 

each photo to 

see a 

description of 

the image and 

learn fun facts 

abouts the 

historical 

photos!





Let’s continue with Film and Audio now!



Film and Audio:

Here you will find 

various types of film 

records and audio files 

among which you will 

see our latest addition 

to our Digital Archives 

“The Silent Movie 

Collection” and a very 

cool collection which is 

a type of early Google 

Street Views where you 

can navigate the city 

streets in the 1970s!



Our Latest Addition! 



One of our Most Popular 

collections!



If you are curious to see what neighborhoods were like in the 1970s? 

You can search specific streets, click on the video and enjoy!



Under the Community Resources tab, you will find the 

latest events!



You can also find a 

section with photos of 

our Archive exhibits!

As well as links to our 

historical partners, 

games for kids and 

wallpaper you can 

download!



Check out our fun 

exhibits we have 

displayed throughout 

the years in the City 

Administration Building



Looks like we’re at the “Preservation and 

Restoration section!”  This is the primary 

function of the City Clerk Archives.  Let’s see 

what the City’s been up to….



Preservation and 
Restoration:

 In this section you will 

find all the information 

(PowerPoints) on how to 

preserve and restore 

priceless historical 

material, learn about 

how we at the City, 

have preserved and 

restored legal and 

historical Statehood 

records, books, maps, 

microfilm, etc. 





We hope that you learned about why it is important to preserve our 

historical treasures and we hope that with the help of our Digital 

Archives you will continue to visit us!


