THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO

MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 25, 2018
TO: Distribution
FROM: James Nagelvoort, City Engineer

SUBJECT: Installation of Murals in Public Right-of-Way (ROW) Pavements and
Sidewalks

Murals shall allow for safe and efficient vehicle and pedestrian visibility and circulation in
the ROW. To ensure public safety and to avoid any impact to any mode of transportation
while improving the visual quality, design and experience of public spaces, the following
standards shall be considered when processing proposed murals on pavements and
sidewalks for placemaking permits. Any exception(s) to these standards would result in the
proposed murals being reviewed within the standard permitting and approval process
established and administered by the Development Services Department.

I. Location Requirements

A. In Street Intersections. Painted murals are allowed at all controlled intersections
on unclassified streets and two-lane classified collector streets (one travel lane in
each direction) with a speed limit of 25 miles per hour or less, to the satisfaction
of the City Engineer or his designee. They shall be installed at the following
locations and as depicted in the attachments:

1. Intersections controlled by all-way stop signs.

2. Within the circular bulb of a cul-de-sac.

3. Three (3) feet clear from a marked crosswalk or unmarked pedestrian pathway
across the intersections controlled by all-way stop signs (i.e. pedestrian curb
ramp to pedestrian curb ramp).

B. On Sidewalks. Installation of painted murals on sidewalks shall be five (5) feet
clear from the edge of a pedestrian curb ramp or point of curb returns if no curb
ramp exists.

See illustrations in Attachment A for mural location requirements.
II.  Design Standards. The design of mural shall not:
1. Resemble any traffic control device as identified in the Manual on Uniform Traffic

Control Devices (MUTCD).
2. Conflict with other traffic standards, markings and symbols.
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3,
4.
5,

6.

Lead or direct any vehicular, pedestrian, or bicycle traffic.

Contain text on the pavement of street intersections or cul-de-sacs.

Contain imagery that creates any unsafe conditions for intersection users and
pedestrians.

Paint over existing utility frames and covers, and survey monuments and
markers.

III.  Material. Paint material for street intersections and sidewalks shall be durable, non-
toxic, lead-free, non-reflective, and skid and slip resistant. The paint material shall
not chip off, bleed or run-off to existing storm drain structures.

IV. Implementation. The requirements for the installation of murals in ROW as discussed
in this memorandum shall apply on July 1, 2018 (Effective Date) for projects
submitted to Development Services Department as described below:

1.

2

Projects submitted on or after July 1, 2018 shall comply with the new requirement.

Projects currently in review and have not had permits issued by July 1, 2018 shall
comply with the new requirement.

Projects with permits issued on or before July 1, 2018 shall be reviewed on a
project to project basis.

For mural design review and approval process, contact the City of San Diego Commission for
Arts and Culture. To learn more about the Commission for Arts and Culture application

process, visit their website at http://www.sandiego.gov/arts-culture.

For placemaking permit submittal and approval process, refer to the City of San Diego
Development of Services information bulletin on “How to Obtain a Permit for Placemaking”

that will be posted at https://www.sandiego.gov/development-
services/industry/information/infobulletins.

Please notify your project managers, designers, consultants, and maintenance crews of the
new requirements. If you have any question or need additional information, please contact

(619) 533-3126.

Y4

1€s Nagelvoort
ty Engineer

Attachment: 1. Mural Placement in ROW Illustrations
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Honorable Mara Elliott, City Attorney
Kris Michell, Chief Operating Officer
Stacey LoMedico, Assistant Chief Operating Officer
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Paz Gomez, Deputy Chief Operating Officer, Infrastructure/Public Works

David Graham, Deputy Chief Operating Officer, Neighborhood Services

Ron Villa, Deputy Chief Operating Officer, Internal Operations

Kevin Ester, Interim Fire Chief, San Diego Fire-Rescue Department

Vic Bianes, Director, Public Utilities Department

Erik Caldwell, Director, Economic Development Department

Mike Hansen, Director, Planning Department

Misty Jones, Director, Library Department

Kris McFadden, Director, Transportation & Storm Water Department

Herman Parker, Director, Park and Recreation Department

Mario X. Sierra, Director, Environmental Services Department

Cybele Thompson, Director, Real Estate Assets Department

Robert Vacchi, Director, Development Services Department

Myrna Dayton, Assistant Director and Deputy Chief City Engineer, Public Works
Department .

Tom Tomlinson, Assistant Director, Planning Department

Thyme Curtis, Executive Director, ADA Compliance & Accessibility Department
Christine Jones, Acting Executive Director, Commission for Arts and Culture
Lee Friedman, Infrastructure Policy Manager, Office of the Mayor

Bahija Humphrey, Assistant Chief of Civic Initiatives

Stephen Maduli-Williams, Program Manager, Economic Development Department
Deputy City Engineers
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