
Interesting Finds in the 
Archives

City of San Diego
Office of the City Clerk’s
Archives and Records Management Division



Agenda
• Who are we?

• What are City Records?

• What makes an Archive an Archive?

• Interestings Documents and Where to Find Them

• Check this out



City Clerk Archives
• Division within the Office of the City Clerk

– Elizabeth Maland (since 2005)

• Established September 26, 1850

• Responsible for City records
– The business of the City

• Our records are public
– Preserve the history of the City of San Diego and give maximum access to 

all Citizens. 



“City Council Minutes 1850-1874.” Official City of San Diego Website,  https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/1850a.pdf. 



What City Records We Collect

• City Council Minutes
• Ordinances
• Resolutions
• Delinquent Tax Records
• Cemetery and Burial Records
• Public Works Committee Files
• Public Utilities Department
• Franchise and business 

agreements
• Leases for City property with 

businesses
• Minutes from other Departments, 

especially when restructured

• City Initiative Programs
• Doc. 126069 - Resolution 

regarding 25103 - directing 
City Auditor to pay John Jenks 
10 cents for each English 
Sparrow killed, Filed Date 
December 17, 1919

• Photographs
• Videos
• Audio Recordings
• Maps
• Mayoral Artifacts

This list is not in any order nor exhaustive.



What makes and Archive and Archive?
Archive
• Unpublished

• Items do not stand alone, i.e., relate to one 
another

– Groups of items become more significant when seen 
together

• Items are unique to that one Archive

• Items come from the parent organization, grows 
organically

– Later on, an item is judged historically significant

• Items acquired after appraisal and the collection is 
aggregated (decisions is irrevocable –destruction 
is forever)

• Description is prepared by the archivist

• Closed stacks, items do not circulate

Library
• Largely published materials

– Books, journals, videotapes, slides
– Items are available at other locations
– Items stand alone

• Items come from many sources, created by 
choice

• Purchases are revocable, available in the 
future, easily replicated

• Description is built into the item, care 
catalog, online public access system

• Open stacks, items circulate

Hunter, Gregory. Developing and Maintaining Practical Archives, 2nd Edition. New York, NY. 2003.



Interesting Documents 
and Where to Find Them



Scandal!

Violence!

Salacious Gossip!

Sex!



Interesting Archival 
Documents in 
Government Collections

• Collection as a Whole

• Outliers

• Comments from Citizens

• Collections as a Whole: 

Sociology Perspective
– What we make laws about for society

– Functionalist perspective & conflict theory

– Where we invest money as a community
– Symbolic perspective & conflict theory & 

functionalist perspective

– How we function as a people
– What we value



Interesting Archival 
Documents in 
Government Collections

• Outliers

Anything outside the realm of 
normal business

• English Sparrows



English Sparrows



English Sparrows



Interesting Archival 
Documents in 
Government Collections

• Comments from Citizens

• Petition for a dentist to do demonstrations 
from his automobile – 1908!



Interesting Archival 
Documents in 
Government Collections

• Comments from Citizens

• From the Hammer Club, in 
1940

• Red Scare Scandal



Red Scare Scandal

• Comments from Citizens

• Dan Taylor defending 
himself from the newspapers 
and City Council comments



Red Scare Scandal

• Letters to the Council 
remain in the Archives 
forever.

• From the Minutes of the 
Common Council Book 62 
Part 1



Photographs - Notables

Then President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt at the 1935 
Expo.



Photographs - Events

El Capitan Dam, 
opening day 
March 28, 1968.



Photographs – Unusual Perspectives

Sweetwater Dam 
– Flood Stage, 
March 1909



Photographs – As a 
Collection

Part of the MOC/PUD 
Collection



The Long View



Interesting Finds in the 
Archives

Anne Miggins

amiggins@sandiego.gov

619-236-7312

Thank you!

mailto:amiggins@sandiego.gov
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