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INTRODUCTION
North Park is a dynamic urban community located in the central core of the City of San Diego.  Originally settled at 
the turn of the 20th century, North Park has evolved into a community of thriving neighborhoods with a diversity 
of housing, strong commercial districts, and a growing arts community.  The North Park Community Plan strives 

aesthetic character.  

North Park is one of the older urbanized communities 
in the City of San Diego with original subdivisions being 
recorded just after the turn of the 20th century.  The built 
environment of North Park includes vibrant commercial 

circulation. The community is traversed by two major 

western boundary, as well as 30th Street and Texas 

the community. These major streets are characterized 

1.1 COMMUNITY PROFILE

COMMUNITY SETTING 

of Normal Heights and City Heights on the east, and 
Golden Hill to the south.  Balboa Park, the 1,400 acre 

southwest. 

intersected with canyons and bounded by hillside areas 
along its northern boundary adjacent to Mission Valley 
and its southeastern boundary adjacent to Golden Hill.  

North Park is a community of historic neighborhoods.
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HISTORIC CONTEXT

the turn of the 20th century when land in the vicinity 
of 30th Street and University Avenue was subdivided.  
The name “North Park” was derived from the fact that 
it was located to the north of “South Park,” which was 
then centered around 30th and Beech Streets.  

system which accommodated movement within and 
outside the community.  The streetcar system also 

along University Avenue, El Cajon Boulevard, and 
Park Boulevard.  Although the streetcar system was 

North Park evolved into a bedroom community with a 

City for jobs, services and goods.  It was during this time 

business districts and deteriorating neighborhoods.

Park.  Residential areas stabilized with reinvestment 

a revival and an eclectic arts district began to emerge.  
The revitalization of North Park continues to enhance 
its diverse and vibrant character.  See the Historic 
Preservation Element for more information related 

NORTH PARK NEIGHBORHOODS

Several neighborhoods exist within the North Park 

the existence of active neighborhood organizations, 

within North Park.  Through the years residents within 
these neighborhoods have come together to focus 

and to celebrate their local identity within the North 

active neighborhoods within the community, other 
neighborhoods can emerge as local residents in other 
areas of the North Park community organize and 

identity markers for the University Heights neighborhood.

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS
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North Park Neighborhoods
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A 3-day public charrette focused on urban design, mobility, recreation, 
and historic resources to develop ideas for the community plan.

1.2 COMMUNITY PLANNING FRAMEWORK

around community meetings.  These meetings included 
stakeholder committees, neighborhood associations, 

meetings of the North Park Planning Committee, the 

and history as it makes recommendations for future 

canyons allows a distinctive combination of outward 

a sense of seclusion from adjacent communities not 

North Park is also adjacent to the northern and eastern 
sides of Balboa Park and all its resources.  

in San Diego radiated out from Downtown along 
streetcar lines. Commercial districts formed along these 
arterial streets and at major crossings. A legacy remains 

and Mission Valley draw certain retail formats and 

of building forms and architectural styles as well as 

in some locations resulted in awkward scale transitions 

congestion occurs where street widths narrow or access 
is funneled due to canyon and freeway interfaces. Aging 

share direct access to Balboa Park.

North Park and surrounding community residents to regional 
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1.3 LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

GENERAL PLAN

regional transit system.  

miles traveled can be achieved which is a key contributor 

transit.

and the North Park Community Plan work together to 

in the community.   

the General Plan and the North Park Community Plan 

should be consulted for guidance regarding land 

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN

of targets and actions which together will meet 

General Plan Guiding 
Principles
1. 

canyons, river valleys, habitats, beaches 
and ocean;

2. Diverse residential communities formed 

3. 

4. 

5. 
network of walkways, bikeways, transit, 

link communities and villages to each 

6. 

our heritage;

Balanced communit ies that offer 

A clean and sustainable environment; and

10. A high aesthetic standard.
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in the Conservation and Recreation Elements of the 
Community Plan.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

feasible.

RELATED PLANS AND STUDIES

In addition to the General Plan and documents outlined 

GHG reduction target for 2020, as well as an interim 
target set for 2035 that is on the trajectory to the 
2050 statewide goal established in former Governor 

these areas. The North Park Community Plan takes 

access through and within North Park. These mobility 

and bicycle infrastructure, focused along the major 
commercial corridors and in village areas.

LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

zoning, subdivision and building regulations which 

areas throughout the City. 

IMPACT FEE STUDY

facilities needed to maintain existing levels of service 

MULTIPLE SPECIES CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM
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1.4 COMMUNITY PLAN GUIDING 

PRINCIPLES 

Committee, and members of the community the 

• 
including historical, architectural, and cultural 
resources.

• 

• Creating a community focus on sustainability.

• Rehabilitation of housing and commercial structures 

• Promotion of arts and culture.

• Management of commercial areas to assure 

neighborhoods.

• 

walking, and transit use.

• Ident i f icat ion of  addit ional  recreat ional 

• 
neighborhoods.

goals and recommendations of the Plan.  

1.5 PLANNING PROCESS
The North Park Community Plan is the result of an 

Guiding Principles for North 
Park:
1. 

2. Businesses that contribute to the vitality 
and growth of the community in harmony 
with residential neighborhoods.

3. 

recreation, businesses, schools, and 
residential neighborhoods.

4. A community that is a center for creativity 

5. 
allow North Park residents to work where 
they live through the attraction of new 

6. 
only meet the needs of the community, 
but serve to enhance community identity.

traditional and innovative ways.

and maintained.

Sustainable residential neighborhoods 
and business districts.

10. Cultural and historic resources that are 

of the North Park Planning Committee and other 

stakeholders.  The Committee met regularly during 

a culmination hundreds of hours of thoughtful 
consideration and review by an engaged citizenry.
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1.6 ELEMENTS OF THE 

COMMUNITY PLAN AND PLAN 
ORGANIZATION

The Community Plan is not a static document and 

of the North Park Community Plan and General Plan.

The Community Plan is organized into ten elements 

overarching goals for that subject.  Each of the goals 

1. 1. Land Use

2. 2. Mobility

3. 3. Urban Design

4. 

5. 5. Public Facilities, Services & Safety

6. 6. Recreation

10. 10. Arts and Culture

Following the ten elements, the Community Plan 

The Urban Design and Arts and Culture Elements of the community 

cuture.
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