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ARTICLE III 
COMPENSATION 

3.1 Amount of Compensation. City shall pay Contractor for performance of all Services 
rendered in accordance with this Contract in an amount not to exceed the amount approved 
by City Council by resolution.  

ARTICLE IV 
WAGE REQUIREMENTS 

4.1 Reserved. 

ARTICLE V 
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 

5.1 Contract Documents. The following documents comprise the Contract between the 
City and Contractor: this Contract and all exhibits thereto; the Notice to Proceed; and the 
City’s written acceptance of exceptions or clarifications to the ITB, if any.  

5.2  Contract Interpretation. The Contract Documents completely describe the Good 
and/or Services to be provided. Contractor will provide any Good and/or Services that may 
reasonably be inferred from the Contract Documents or from prevailing custom or trade 
usage as being required to produce the intended result whether or not specifically called for 
or identified in the Contract Documents. Words or phrases which have a well-known 
technical or construction industry or trade meaning and are used to describe Good and/or 
Services will be interpreted in accordance with that meaning unless a definition has been 
provided in the Contract Documents. 

5.3 Precedence. In resolving conflicts resulting from errors or discrepancies in any of the 
Contract Documents, the Parties will use the order of precedence as set forth below. The 
document highest in the order of precedence controls. Inconsistent provisions in the 
Contract Documents that address the same subject, are consistent, and have different 
degrees of specificity, are not in conflict and the more specific language will control. The 
order of precedence from highest to lowest is as follows: 

1st The Contract 

2nd The ITB and the City’s written acceptance of any exceptions or clarifications to 
the ITB, if any 

3rd Contractor’s Pricing 

5.4  Counterparts. This Contract may be executed in counterparts which, when taken 
together, shall constitute a single signed original as though all Parties had executed the same 
page. 
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EXHIBIT A 
INSTRUCTIONS AND BID REQUIREMENTS 

 
A. BID SUBMISSION 
 

1. Timely Bid Submittal.  Bids must be submitted as described herein to the 
Purchasing & Contracting Department (P&C).  
 

1.1 Reserved. 
 
1.2 Paper Bids. The City will accept paper bids in lieu of eBids. Paper bids 

must be submitted in a sealed envelope to the Purchasing & Contracting Department (P&C) 
located at 1200 Third Avenue, Suite 200, San Diego, CA  92101. The Solicitation Number and 
Closing Date must be referenced in the lower left-hand corner of the outside of the envelope. 
Faxed bids will not be accepted.  

 
1.2.1 Due to COVID-19, electronic copies submitted through 

PlanetBids will be accepted. Instructions for electronic 
submissions are provided as an attachment in PlanetBids 

 
1.3 Bid Due Date. Bids must be submitted prior to the Closing Date 

indicated in the eBidding System. E-mailed and/or faxed bids will not be accepted.  
 

   1.4 Pre-Bid Conference. No pre-bid conference will be held for ITB.  
    

1.4.1  Reserved. 
   
  1.5 Questions and Comments. Written questions and comments must be 
submitted electronically via the eBidding System no later than the date specified on the 
eBidding System. Only written communications relative to the procurement shall be 
considered. The City’s eBidding System is the only acceptable method for submission of 
questions. All questions will be answered in writing. The City will distribute questions and 
answers without identification of the inquirer(s) to all bidders who are on record as having 
received this ITB via its eBidding System. No oral communications can be relied upon for this 
ITB. Addenda will be issued addressing questions or comments that are determined by the 
City to cause a change to any part of this ITB. 
 
  1.6 Contact with City Staff. Unless otherwise authorized herein, bidders 
who are considering submitting a bid in response to this ITB, or who submit a bid in 
response to this ITB, are prohibited from communicating with City staff about this ITB from 
the date this ITB is issued until a contract is awarded. 
 

2.  Submission of Information and Forms.  
 
 2.1 Completed and signed Contract Signature Page. If any addenda are 

issued, the latest Addendum Contract Signature Page is required. 
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2.2 Exceptions requested by bidder, if any. The bidder must present written 
factual or legal justification for any exception requested to the Scope of Work, Contract, or 
the Exhibits. Any exceptions to the Contract that have not been accepted by the City in 
writing are deemed rejected. The City, in its sole discretion, may accept some or all of 
bidder’s exceptions, reject bidder’s exceptions and deem the bid non-responsive, or award 
the Contract without bidder’s proposed exceptions.  

 
2.3 The Contractor Standards Pledge of Compliance Form. 
 
2.4 Equal Opportunity Contracting forms including the Work Force Report 

and Contractors Certification of Pending Actions. 
 
2.5 Reserved 
 
2.6 Reserved. 
 
2.7 Reserved. 
 
2.8 Additional Information as required in Exhibit B. 
 
2.9 Reserved 

 
2.10 Reserved  

 
2.11 One copy of the safety data sheet (SDS) for each product bid.  Only 

those products whose label and MSDS clearly state the contents, hazard potential, and 
protective measures required shall be considered for purchase. 
 

3. Bid Review. Bidders are responsible for carefully examining the ITB, the Scope 
of Work, this Contract, and all documents incorporated into the Contract by reference before 
submitting a bid. If selected for award of contract, bidder shall be bound by same unless the 
City has accepted bidder’s exceptions, if any, in writing. 

 
4. Addenda. The City may issue addenda to this ITB as necessary. All addenda are 

incorporated into the Contract. The bidder is responsible for determining whether addenda 
were issued prior to a bid submission. Failure to respond to or properly address addenda may 
result in rejection of a bid.  
 

5. Quantities. The estimated quantities provided by the City are not guaranteed. 
These quantities are listed for informational purposes only. Quantities vary depending on the 
demands of the City. Any variations from the estimated quantities shall not entitle the bidder 
to an adjustment in the unit price or any additional compensation.  
 

6. Quality. Unless otherwise required, all goods furnished shall be new and the 
best of their kind.  
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6.1 Items Offered. Bidder shall state the applicable trade name, brand, 
catalog, manufacturer, and/or product number of the required good, if any, in the bid.  
  

6.2 Brand Names. Any reference to a specific brand name in a solicitation 
is illustrative only and describes a component best meeting the specific operational, design, 
performance, maintenance, quality, or reliability standards and requirements of the City. 
Bidder may offer an equivalent or equal in response to a brand name referenced (Proposed 
Equivalent). The City may consider the Proposed Equivalent after it is subjected to testing 
and evaluation which must be completed prior to the award of contract. If the bidder offers 
an item of a manufacturer or vendor other than that specified, the bidder must identify the 
maker, brand, quality, manufacturer number, product number, catalog number, or other 
trade designation. The City has complete discretion in determining if a Proposed Equivalent 
will satisfy its requirements. It is the bidder’s responsibility to provide, at their expense, any 
product information, test data, or other information or documents the City requests to 
properly evaluate or demonstrate the acceptability of the Proposed Equivalent, including 
independent testing, evaluation at qualified test facilities, or destructive testing.  
 

7. Modifications, Withdrawals, or Mistakes. Bidder is responsible for verifying 
all prices and extensions before submitting a bid. 
 

7.1 Modification or Withdrawal of Bid before Bid Opening. Prior to the 
Closing Date, the bidder or bidder’s authorized representative may modify or withdraw the 
bid by providing written notice of the bid modification or withdrawal to the City Contact via 
the eBidding System. E-mail or telephonic withdrawals or modifications are not permissible. 

 
7.2 Bid Modification or Withdrawal of Bid After Bid Opening. Any bidder 

who seeks to modify or withdraw a bid because of the bidder’s inadvertent computational 
error affecting the bid price shall notify the City Contact identified on the eBidding System 
no later than three working days following the Closing Date. The bidder shall provide 
worksheets and such other information as may be required by the City to substantiate the 
claim of inadvertent error. Failure to do so may bar relief and allow the City recourse from 
the bid surety. The burden is upon the bidder to prove the inadvertent error. If, as a result of 
a bid modification, the bidder is no longer the apparent successful bidder, the City will award 
to the newly established apparent successful bidder. The City’s decision is final. 
 

8. Incurred Expenses. The City is not responsible for any expenses incurred by 
bidders in participating in this solicitation process.  
 

9. Public Records. By submitting a bid, the bidder acknowledges that any 
information submitted in response to this ITB is a public record subject to disclosure unless 
the City determines that a specific exemption in the California Public Records Act (CPRA) 
applies. If the bidder submits information clearly marked confidential or proprietary, the 
City may protect such information and treat it with confidentiality to the extent permitted by 
law. However, it will be the responsibility of the bidder to provide to the City the specific 
legal grounds on which the City can rely in withholding information requested under the 
CPRA should the City choose to withhold such information. General references to sections of 
the CPRA will not suffice. Rather, the bidder must provide a specific and detailed legal basis, 
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including applicable case law, that clearly establishes the requested information is exempt 
from the disclosure under the CPRA. If the bidder does not provide a specific and detailed 
legal basis for requesting the City to withhold bidder’s confidential or proprietary 
information at the time of bid submittal,  City will release the information as required by the 
CPRA and bidder will hold the City, its elected officials, officers, and employees harmless for 
release of this information. It will be the bidder’s obligation to defend, at bidder’s expense, 
any legal actions or challenges seeking to obtain from the City any information requested 
under the CPRA withheld by the City at the bidder’s request. Furthermore, the bidder shall 
indemnify and hold harmless the City, its elected officials, officers, and employees from and 
against  any claim or liability, and defend any action brought against the City, resulting from 
the City’s refusal to release information requested under the CPRA which was withheld at 
bidder’s request. Nothing in the Contract resulting from this bid creates any obligation on 
the part of the City to notify the bidder or obtain the bidder’s approval or consent before 
releasing information subject to disclosure under the CPRA. 
 

10. Right to Audit. The City Auditor may access bidder’s records as described in 
San Diego Charter section 39.2 to confirm contract compliance. 
 
B. PRICING  
 
  1.   Fixed Price. All prices shall be firm, fixed, fully burdened, FOB destination, 
and include any applicable delivery or freight charges, and any other costs required to 
provide the requirements as specified in this ITB. 
 
  2.  Taxes and Fees. Taxes and applicable local, state, and federal regulatory fees 
should not be included in the price proposal. Applicable taxes and regulatory fees will be 
added to the net amount invoiced. The City is liable for state, city, and county sales taxes but 
is exempt from Federal Excise Tax and will furnish exemption certificates upon request. All 
or any portion of the City sales tax returned to the City will be considered in the evaluation of 
bids. 
 
  3.  Escalation. An escalation factor is not allowed unless called for in this ITB. If 
escalation is allowed, bidder must notify the City in writing in the event of a decline in 
market price(s) below the bid price. At that time, the City will make an adjustment in the 
Contract or may elect to re-solicit. 
 
 4.  Unit Price. Unless the bidder clearly indicates that the price is based on 
consideration of being awarded the entire lot and that an adjustment to the price was made 
based on receiving the entire bid, any difference between the unit price correctly extended 
and the total price shown for all items shall be offered shall be resolved in favor of the unit 
price. 
 
C. BID OPENING. All bids will be opened at, or immediately after, the time noticed for 
the bid opening in a location that is open to the public. No bidder or interested person will be 
excluded from the bid opening. Where no member of the public is in attendance, at least one 
City officer or employee, in addition to the City employee opening the bids, will be present.  
Bid results will be announced in the presence of those attending. The name of the project 
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will be audibly announced to those present followed by the name of the bidder, the name of 
the surety, the amount of the bond, if required, and the total amounts or unit amounts bid. 
Any person present shall have the right to ask the announcements be repeated or to ask that 
omitted data be supplied. Such requests will be honored to the extent they do not 
unreasonably delay or interfere with the bid opening procedure, as determined at the sole 
discretion of the City employee opening the bids.  
 
D. EVALUATION OF BIDS 
 

1. Low Bid Award. A contract will be awarded to the lowest responsible and 
responsive bidder. 
 

2. Additional Information. The City may require bidder to provide additional 
written or oral information to clarify responses.  
 

3. Sustainable Materials. Consistent with Council Policy 100-14, the City 
encourages use of readily recyclable submittal materials that contain post-consumer 
recycled content.   
 

4. Waiver of Defects and Technicalities. The City may waive defects and 
technicalities in bids when to do so is in the City’s best interests.  
 

5. Rejection of All Bids. The City may reject any and all bids when to do so is in 
the City’s best interests.  
 
E. ANNOUNCEMENT OF AWARD  
 

1. Award of Contract. The City will inform all bidders of its intent to award a 
Contract in writing. 
 

2. Obtaining Bid Results. Bid results may be obtained by: (1) attending the bid 
opening; (2) e-mailing a request to the City Contact identified on the eBidding System; or (3) 
visiting the P&C eBidding System to review the bid results. To ensure an accurate response, 
requests should reference the Solicitation Number. Bid results will not be released over the 
phone. 
 

3. Multiple Awards. City may award more than one contract by awarding 
separate items or groups of items to various bidders. The additional administrative costs 
associated with awarding more than one Contract will be considered in the determination. 
 
F. PROTESTS. The City’s protest procedures are codified in Chapter 2, Article 2, Division 
30 of the San Diego Municipal Code (SDMC). These procedures provide unsuccessful bidders 
with the opportunity to challenge the City’s determination on legal and factual grounds. The 
City will not consider or otherwise act upon an untimely protest. 
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G. SUBMITTALS REQUIRED UPON NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD. The successful 
bidder is required to submit the following documents to P&C within ten (10) business days 
from the date on the Notice of Intent to Award letter:   
 

1. Insurance Documents. Evidence of all required insurance, including all 
required endorsements, as specified in Article VII of the General Contract Terms and 
Provisions.   
 

2. Taxpayer Identification Number. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) regulations 
require the City to have the correct name, address, and Taxpayer Identification Number 
(TIN) or Social Security Number (SSN) on file for businesses or persons who provide goods or 
services to the City. This information is necessary to complete Form 1099 at the end of each 
tax year. To comply with IRS regulations, the City requires each Contractor to provide a Form 
W-9 prior to the award of a Contract.  
 

3. Business Tax Certificate. All businesses that contract with the City must have 
a current business tax certificate unless the City Treasurer determines the business is 
exempt.  
 

4. Reserved.  
 

5. Reserved. 
 
The City may find the bidder to be non-responsive and award the Contract to the next 
responsible and responsive low bidder if the apparent successful bidder fails to timely 
provide the required information or documents. 
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