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FIGURE 1

Regional Map
Jamacha Channel (MMP Map 115) - Emergency Channel Maintenance

0 155 10
Miles

Project Site



94

Vicinity Map
Jamacha Channel (MMP Map 115) - Emergency Channel Maintenance

SOURCE: USGS 7.5-Minute Series - National City Quadrangle.
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Channel Survey Area
Figure 3 (MMP Map 115)

FIGURE 2

Figure 3 (MMP Map 115)
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SOURCE: SANDAG Imagery 2015; Helix 2015; City of San Diego 2015
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ATTACHMENT A 

Jamacha Channel Emergency Maintenance, MMP Map 115 

 Photograph Log 

Photograph 1: Looking upstream (east) toward the 69th St. culvert outlet at 
the east end of MMP Map 115; Figure 3. 
 

 
 
 

(December 11, 2015; 2:51pm) 

Photograph 2: Looking west at the southern Access/Staging area 
adjacent to the east end of MMP Map 115; Figure 3. 
 

 
 
 

(November 23, 2015; 9:43am) 



Photograph 3: Looking downstream from above the 69th St. culvert outlet at 
the channel and large stands of Arundo growing up in the east end of MMP 
Map 115; Figure 3. 
 

 
 
 

 
(December 11, 2015; 2:51pm) 

Photograph 4: Looking downstream at the vegetated stream channel 
that has been constricted by sediment deposits and large stands of 
Arundo. 
 

 
 

 
 

(December 11, 2015; 2:52pm) 



Photograph 5: Looking downstream at a clog blocking flows. The clog is 
caused by Arundo that has become matted down across the streambed 
near the center of the proposed emergency maintenance area (MMP Map 
115; Figure 3). 
 

 
 
 

(December 11, 2015; 2:54pm) 

Photograph 6: Looking at water damage to a private residence (6857 
Jamacha Rd.) as a result of prior flooding of the channel. The property 
owner has notified the City several times of prior flood damage. 
 
 

 
 
 

(December 11, 2015; 3:14pm) 



Photograph 7: Looking east upstream at the south side of the channel from 
the western end of the proposed emergency maintenance area within MMP 
Map 115; Figure 3. 
 

 
 
 

(December 11, 2015; 2:54pm) 

Photograph 8: Looking west downstream toward 68th St. at the existing 
streambed and constriction from sediment that has been deposited on 
the north side of the channel. 
 

 
 
 

(December 11, 2015; 2:56pm) 
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Figure 4 - Sandbag Berm Placement
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Vicinity Map
Jamacha Channel (MMP Map 115) - Emergency Channel Maintenance

SOURCE: USGS 7.5-Minute Series - National City Quadrangle;  CNDDB, 12/01/2015; SANBIOS, 03/20/2009; USFWS, 2015.
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Lehotsky, Genene

From: Monji, Alan@Waterboards <Alan.Monji@waterboards.ca.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 5:09 PM
To: Lehotsky, Genene; Galer, Rose A SPL
Cc: Rothman, Christine; Matter, Gene
Subject: RE: comments received for Jamacha Channel - RGP 63 request (UNCLASSIFIED)

HI Genene: 
 
Please let me know when the project is complete so I can update our database.  For you files, our Project # is R9‐2016‐0016, Place ID 820685 
 
Alan  
 
><((((º>`∙.  .∙  `∙ ><((((º> 
              ><((((º>`∙.  .∙  `∙ ><((((º> 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Lehotsky, Genene [mailto:DLehotsky@sandiego.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 4:18 PM 
To: Galer, Rose A SPL 
Cc: Monji, Alan@Waterboards; Rothman, Christine; Matter, Gene 
Subject: RE: comments received for Jamacha Channel ‐ RGP 63 request (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
Hi Rose, 
 
Thank you for your email. I will be sure to copy Alan on my responses. There is still some work that needs to be done at Jamacha; however the bulk of the maintenance has been completed. Work was stopped for the time being due to the rain.  
 
Thank you, 
Genene 
 
 
Genene Lehotsky 
Storm Water Division ‐ O&M   
(619) 527‐7507 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Galer, Rose A SPL [mailto:Rose.A.Galer@usace.army.mil]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 2:59 PM 
To: Lehotsky, Genene <DLehotsky@sandiego.gov> 
Cc: Monji, Alan@Waterboards <Alan.Monji@waterboards.ca.gov> 
Subject: comments received for Jamacha Channel ‐ RGP 63 request (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 
 
Genene‐ 
 
Pasted below are comments from Alan Monji at the San Diego Water Board for the Jamacha Channel. Please send responses to his questions. If I receive any other comments from other resource agencies I will forward them along as well.  
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Also, can you confirm if the work has been completed in the Jamacha Channel? I left a voicemail for Gene but I have not heard back whether the work was started and completed on Sunday or not. Thanks so much, Rose 
 
 
 
Hi Rose: 
 
Here are my comments for Jamacha Road RGP 63 (SPL‐2015‐00944‐RAP, R9‐2016‐0016) 
 
1.  I would like more information regarding why the proposed work is the minimum work necessary to alleviate the emergency. From your application materials, one large stand of arundo is blocking the drainage and causing the flows to skirt around a stand 
of arundo. Will the flooding problem be alleviated if only the large stand of arundo is removed? 
 
2.  Looking at aerial images of Jamacha Rd, there appears to be an even larger stand of arundo and other vegetation and trees on the east side of 68th street.  Are there any concerns for flooding near 68th street? 
 
3.  The application materials indicate repeated citizen's complaints for this channel.  Please provide the approximate number and dates of the complaints and how the City of San Diego responded to the citizen's complaints. 
 
4.  Consistent with the San Diego Water Board's approach in certifying routine channel maintenance projects and in accordance with section VI of Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Reauthorization of 
Regional General Permit 63 for Repair and Protection Activities in Emergency Situations, SB13006IN (RGP‐63 Certification), the City of San Diego will be required to provide compensatory mitigation for permanent impacts that result in a loss of functions in 
the amount of 2:1 (area mitigated:area impacted) in the form of enhancement for the removal of disturbed wetlands and impacts to the existing natural channel.  No compensatory mitigation will be required for the removal of non‐native vegetation. 
 
5.  Invasive plant removal can be conducted under Regional General Permit 41.  Has the City of San Diego considered implementing an invasive plant removal program under this permit? 
 
6.  Has the City of San Diego conducted any maintenance activities in this section of the channel?  If so, when was the last time it was maintained. 
 
7.  The San Diego Water Board requests notification of the project start and completion dates. 
 
Alan  
 
><((((º>`..  ..  `. ><((((º> 
              ><((((º>`..  ..  `. ><((((º> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 
 
 
 



NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

(Check one or both) 
TO: X RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK 

P.O. Box 1750, MS A-33 
1600 PACIFIC HWY, ROOM 260 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101-2422 

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH ---
1400 TENTH STREET, ROOM 121 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

FROM: CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
1222 FIRST AVENUE, MS 501 
SAN DIEGO, CA 921 01 

PROJECT NO.: PROJECT TITLE: Jamacha Channel Emergency Maintenance (Map 115) 

PROJECT LOCATION-SPECIFIC: The project is emergency maintenance of an earthen bottom drainage channel 
located south of Jamacha Road and north ofMadrone Avenue. It runs east to west and extends approximately 
450 linear feet (LF) from the 69th Street culvert to the 68th Street culvert, within the Skyline-Paradise Hills 
Community Planning Area, Council District 4. The channel is not located within or adjacent to the Multi­
Habitat Planning Area (MHP A). 

PROJECT LOCATION-CITY/COUNTY: City of San Diego/San Diego 

DESCRIPTION OF NATURE AND PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT: The emergency action is for the removal of 
accumulated sediment and vegetation from a portion (approximately 277 LF) of the earthen bottom drainage 
channel and reestablishment of the north bank at an average of 2: 1 slope consistent with the as-builts. The 
channel expands from a bottom width of 8 to 1 0 feet to a top width of 25 feet. Several factors have raised the 
risk of flood to imminent within the channel, including the accumulation of sediment and exotic vegetation 
(primarily Arundo) along the banks and the length ofthe channel that are constricting flows in the channel. 
Transportation & Storm Water Department (T&SW) engineers have estimated that the channel is currently at 
50% capacity resulting in a severe reduction in flow rates. There have been repeated incidents of residential 
flooding adjacent to the channel during prior rain events. Removing the vegetation and sediment and 
reestablishing the north bank would restore minimum necessary capacity to the channel to prevent residential 
properties adjacent to this channel from being under imminent threat of severe damage from storm flooding. 
Therefore, the City of San Diego has determined that an imminent threat to properties adjacent to the 
emergency maintenance areas of the Jamacha Channel exists. 

Land covers and vegetation to be removed include 0.04 acres of natural flood channel, 0.05 acres of disturbed 
wetland (Arundo dominated), and 0.005 acres of disturbed wetland. Total impacts to jurisdictional areas are 
0.095 acres (277 LF) of wetland and non-wetland waters ofthe U.S. All work will be monitored by a qualified 
biologist and all equipment and materials will be removed following completion of work. If needed, an 
archaeological and Native American monitor will be present at the site during the maintenance activities. 

The staging and access areas will be located along the south and north sides of the channel along established 
dirt easements. Ingress and egress will be from 490 69th Street. If needed, a sandbag berm and pump will be 
deployed at the top of the channel and the water will be bypass pumped to an area within the channel where 
there is positive flow to the west. Vactor machines may be used to remove water from ponding areas within the 
project. A Gradall, located outside of the channel, will scoop out the material and deposit it into dump trucks. 
All excavated materials will be hauled offsite and disposed of at the Miramar Landfill. The emergency work is 
expected to remove an estimated 300 cubic yards of material. 



Excavation and removal of the increase in sediment and vegetation is needed to alleviate the threat of flooding 
to adjacent properties from storm events, and the forecasted El Nino-influenced weather patterns are expected to 
bring heavier than normal rainfall to the San Diego region during the winter of2015-2016. This emergency 
activity will require subsequent permit review pursuant to the modified Substantial Conformance Review 
Procedures as described in Chapter 7 of the Master Storm Water System Maintenance Program (MMP); and the 
City of San Diego's Land Development Code §143.0126 Emergency Authorization to Impact Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands. The application shall be submitted within 60 days of completion of the emergency work. 

NAME OF PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING PROJECT: City of San Diego 

NAME OF PERSON OR AGENCY CARRYING OUT PROJECT: Gene Matter 619.527.7506 
Transportation & Storm Water Division, Operations and Maintenance, 2781 Caminito Chollas, MS 44, San 
Diego, CA 92105 

EXEMPT STATUS: (CHECK ONE) 
( ) MINISTERIAL (Sec. 21080 (b) (1); 15268); 
( ) DECLARED EMERGENCY (Sec. 21080 (b) (3); 15269(a)); 
(X) EMERGENCY PROJECT [Sec. 21080(b)(2),(4); 15269(b),(c)) 
( ) CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION: (Sec. 15301) 
( ) STATUTORY EXEMPTIONS: (Sec. 15269) 

REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: This emergency activity meets the criteria set forth in Public Resources 
Code Section 21080(b)(4) and Section 15269(c) of the CEQA Guidelines, which allow for actions necessary to 
prevent or mitigate an emergency. The work may also include emergency repairs to public or private facilities 
necessary to maintain service, which are exempt under Public Resources Code Section 21080(b)(2) and CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15269(b ). 

T&SW staffhas determined that an imminent threat to properties adjacent to the channel exists. Inspections on 
December 11,2015 and December 18,2015 revealed that the channel cannot convey storm water as designed 
due to significant uneven build-up of sediment and vegetation. Degradation of the banks on the south side of 
channel was also observed. The removal of approximately 277 LF of vegetation and sediment and smoothing of 
the channel bottom and banks is necessary to avoid or minimize the threat of loss or damage to life, property or 
essential public services. The work is the minimum necessary to prevent and mitigate the emergency and will 
have no more than a minimal and temporary effect on the aquatic environment. 

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Myra Herrmann, Senior Planner, Planning Department, Telephone: (619) 
446-5372 

IF FILED BY APPLICANT: 
1. ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT OF EXEMPTION FINDING. 
2. HAS A NOTICE OF EXEMPTION BEEN FILED BY THE PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT? 

( ) YES ( ) No 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED THAT THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO HAS DETERMINED THE ABOVE ACTIVITY TO BE EXEMPT 
FROMCEQA 

~ 
CHECK ONE: 
(X) SIGNED BY LEAD AGENCY 
( ) SIGNED BY APPLICANT 

SENIOR PLANNER January 4, 2016 
DATE 

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING WITH COUNTY CLERK OR OPR: 
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Regional Map
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Vicinity Map
Jamacha Channel (MMP Map 115) - Emergency Channel Maintenance

SOURCE: USGS 7.5-Minute Series - National City Quadrangle.
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Figure 3 (MMP Map 115)
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Vicinity Map
Jamacha Channel (MMP Map 115) - Emergency Channel Maintenance

SOURCE: USGS 7.5-Minute Series - National City Quadrangle;  CNDDB, 12/01/2015; SANBIOS, 03/20/2009; USFWS, 2015.
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ATTACHMENT A 

Jamacha Emergency Channel Maintenance, MMP Map 115 

 Photograph Log 

Photograph 1: Photo looking east toward the 69th St. culvert outlet 
within the channel at sediment and vegetation build‐up. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

(January 3, 2016; 07:02 AM) 

Photograph 2: Photo taken pre‐construction during staging, looking 
northeast toward 69th St. from the disturbed land south of the channel. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
(January 3, 2016; 09:24 AM) 



Photograph 3: Photo looking north at the Gradall and mini‐excavator 
removing vegetation and sediment and the loading debris into dump 
trucks. 
 
 

 
 
 

(January 3, 2016; 10:17 AM) 

Photograph 4: Photo looking northeast of a dump truck unloading 
debris to a temporary stockpiling area before debris is taken to 
Miramar Landfill for disposal. 
 
 

 
 
 

(January 3, 2016; 11:38 AM) 



Photograph 5: Photo looking east at the mini‐excavator in the channel 
removing vegetation and sediment within the channel. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(January 3, 2016; 01:21 PM) 

Photograph 6: Photo looking west at the removed vegetation and 
sediment in the channel during construction. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(January 3, 2016; 01:21 PM) 



Photograph 7: Photo taken from 69th St. looking west at the Gradall 
removing vegetation and sediment from the channel and unloading 
debris into a temporary stockpile. 
 
 

 
 
 

(January 3, 2016; 03:38 PM) 

Photograph 8: Photo taken from 69th St. looking southwest at the 
BMPs around the stockpile area (i.e. fiber rolls). This material was 
taken to the Miramar Landfill post‐construction. 
 
 

 
 
 

(January 3, 2016; 04:23 PM) 
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