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‘California’s first highway,’ originally Fr. Junipero Serra’s wagon road to 
connect his string of missions up the California coastline in the late 
1700s, and for nearly two centuries the principal north-south route in 
California.

San Diego’s section, named ‘Pacific Highway,’ was an important trans-
portation link between manufacturing plants and the nearby airfields for 
launching thousands of new airplanes during World War II.

Automotive transportation and aeronautical themes are both suggested 
by Historic 101 signage, wayfinding, interpretive displays, and 
streetscape components.


